
   
This Sunday, Reverend Richard Haney continued our series on the Shape of Worship by preaching on 

the Sacrament of Baptism.  
 

READ 
Acts 2:36-41 
Genesis 17:7-11 
 

REFLECT 
1. Richard paraphrased Dietrich Bonhoeffer – “I know two things about all people. First, everyone is a 

sinner… and secondly, everyone is the object of God’s love. We sinners all stand in need of God’s 
cleansing, forgiving, redeeming and transforming love.” How does baptism point you to this reality?  

2. Richard said that baptism is the sign of the new covenant, similar to circumcision in the Old 

Testament. What does it mean, in your life, to sign the covenant in a public manner? 
3. What does “Baptism is a sign and a seal” mean? How does your baptism or the baptism of a friend or 

family member showcase both of these attributes?  
4. God has adopted you! What does that adoption and public pronouncement of your relationship 

teach you about God and His desire for relationship with us?  
 

PRAY  
 Thank God for the new covenant, His pledge to us. Thank him for the presence of the Holy Spirit in 

our baptism and our worship and the atoning sacrifice of Christ that “cleansed us as with hyssop.”  

 Pray for spiritual renewal and revival in our community. 
 

PRACTICE 
 As an adopted child of God, brainstorm methods and strategies to engage with your community. Do 

you see brothers, sisters, and “orphans” whom God desires to adopt? How can you engage with your 
community? 

 Richard discussed other dimensions of our identities. Take some time this week to honestly evaluate 
the other dimensions of you. Write down all the attributes you may use to describe yourself. Look at 
each label and invest whether you place your nationality, political preference, familial relationships, 
romantic status, education resume, IRS bracket, career path, or favorite ice cream flavor over your 
identity in Christ. How can you keep your baptism union with Christ in proper perspective? 

 


