
 
July 16th, 2017

Praying for Mercy

This week, Corey continued our study on the Psalms by preaching from Psalm 32.

READ
Psalm 32

REFLECT
1. Corey began by referencing The Breakfast Club and how the characters need to “unmask” and admit their 

true selves to each other.  How does this need for self-understanding and honesty relate to last week’s 
sermon of lament? How might it relate to our need for Confession?

2. Brené Brown wrote “what we most fear is to be exposed, and yet what we most want is to be known.” 
How does this manifest in your life?

3. The Psalmist writes “Blessed is the one whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sin is covered. Blessed is 
the one whose sin the Lord does not count against him.” Do you feel fully known and fully loved? 

4. Spent some time reflecting on verse 10 from today’s Psalm: “Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but the 
Lord’s unfailing love surrounds the one who trusts in him.”

PRAY
+ Confess how often we hide ourselves from others and from God. 
+ Thank God for providing forgiveness!
+ Pray for renewal in our Church, our Community, and our City. 

PRACTICE
+ Near the end of the sermon, Corey mentioned a few practical applications to help us respond and 

confess. How might you be able to practice regular self-examination? Do you have one person that you 
can actually be honest with on a regular basis moving beyond admitting your “hypothetical sin” during the 
worship service and opening up about personal, specific struggles? 

+ In your group, brainstorm ways that you can work to help facilitate a community that reflects these values. 
What would change if “humble” and “honest” were the most accurate words to describe our lifestyle? 

+ This week, pray through Psalm 32 at some point on your own. Read the text and then rest in prayer 
listening to God. Be prepared for God to bring you to confession or challenge you with ways to 
encourage honesty and humility in your community. 


