
Beginning in March, the 2018 
Nominating Committee met 
regularly to consider prayerfully 
who God might be calling into 
leadership and to work diligently 
toward presenting a full slate of 
officer nominees.  Throughout 
our confidential process, the 
nominating team weighed heavily 
the needs of the Parish ministry for 

shepherding elders and deacons, 
since it is in this role they will 
chiefly serve. We were thankful 
for God’s leading through your 
nominations and for the direction 
and guidance the Committee 
received from the Lord. The 
Nominating Committee presents 
the following slate of nominees for 
church office for 2019 and beyond.  

Use this article to get to know 
the nominees, and then 
prayerfully prepare to vote in 
the congregational meeting on 
November 18, 2018 at 12:30 in 
the Sanctuary. Pray also for God’s 
work amongst us and through the 
leaders he has raised up during this 
very important time in the life of 
the church.

The Nominating Committee:  
Jim Ingold, Denise Ellen, Tim Cole,  
Rob Cox, Sarah Hale, Leslie Lanphear, 
Heidi Little, Robert Luck, Katy Hottinger

GETTING TO KNOW 
THE 2019 OFFICER NOMINEES



2 2019 GOVERNING ELDER NOMINEES

MARY DAMON My husband and two girls found Third Church about 20 some years ago 
through neighbors up the street from our then-new home. Something seemed right here 
for us from day one. Since then I have co-taught youth Sunday School, been a deacon and a 
shepherding elder and now facilitate the Metamorphosis Class on Sunday mornings and the 
Recovery Road group on Wednesday nights. I have been humbled to be allowed to serve among 
such faithful Christ-followers at Third and look forward to learning from and serving with the 
governing elders in the coming 3 years.

WARD MARSTILLER I have attended Third Church since the early 1980’s and the relationships 
cultivated over the years have had a profound impact on my walk with Christ. My lovely wife, 
Sandie, and daughters, Suzanne and Joy, are also immersed in the life of Third through various 
ministry and fellowship opportunities. Over the years I have served Third as an interim junior 
high youth minister, worked with and mentored adolescents through Third’s youth program 

and Mosaic ministry, taught awesome 4th graders in Sunday School, and most recently hosted 
a men’s group and served as a Shepherding Elder for the Lauderdale parish. I consider myself a 
blessed, broken vessel and am most passionate about fostering a welcoming sanctuary for those 
suffering on the margins of our community, and forging deeper communion within the body of 
Christ.

BILL MIMS I have been elder since 2015. I have served on strategic planning and personnel 
committees (and currently still serve there). Previously I served on the vestry of an Anglican 
church in Northern Virginia. I also have recently taught the Sunday school class on “Doing 
Justice in a Hurting World.” My hero in the Bible is Andrew. I have written numerous columns 
for RTD on “Faith & Values” and also speak often around the state on servant leadership and the 
meaning of justice. I am married to Jane and have three daughters. 

MARK SPRINKLE First joining Third in 1997, Beth and I returned in 2007 after 8 years 
in children’s ministry at Hope Church. Since then, we’ve both served on Session and been 
engaged with different ministries, with my work focused on adult education, our worship life 
together (including joining the choir and worship team with our three boys), and on fostering 
a richer engagement with creative communities in and outside the Church.  My professional 
life mirrors those areas of service, as I am a painter, curator, and editor helping several 
organizations and ministries cultivate a strong Christian presence in the arts and sciences.  
I am excited about this season of renewal at Third, when we get to tend to our deep roots as a 
community, while also welcoming new spiritual fruit in ourselves and in our world.

GOVERNING ELDERS 



32019 SHEPHERDING ELDER NOMINEES

SHEPHERDING ELDERS
BETSY POLLARD My family and I came to Third because of its strong biblical teaching, 
discipling and commitment to missions.  What an amazing blessing Third Church has been 
to us!  Speaker, Anna, Henry, and I have been loved and nurtured by Third since we joined 
15 years ago.  Through the years, I have had the privilege of serving in various ministry areas 
including women’s ministry, Immigrant and Refugee Homework Tutoring, Jobs for Life, VBS 
and youth ministry.  I am excited about having an opportunity to serve in new ways as we live 
out our call together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ!  

PAT TABB Twenty-one years ago, Randy and I were drawn to the warm fellowship and strong 
Bible teaching at Third. Since then, I’ve served as a Deacon, a member of the Nominating 
Committee, a Bible study teacher for middle school girls, and a participant in a number of 
prayer groups.  Now a retired teacher, I enjoy reading, writing, and traveling.  Randy and I have 
been blessed with two daughters, both married—Ashley (Andy) and Anne Randolph (Everett)—
and four fabulous grandchildren: Jack (13), Hayden (12), and twins Porter and Annabelle (8).  
What a joy and privilege to serve my church family during this upcoming season.

JERRY WIBBERLY My wife Barbara and I moved to Henrico to live with our son in 2016 and 
started attending Third within a couple months. Since we had been missionaries to Thailand 
for 35 years, Third’s emphasis on missions truly resonated with us. We quickly became involved 
with the mission council and the missions prayer meetings. Since then we have also become 
involved with teaching ESL at West End Presbyterian each week. We have recently gotten 
involved in leading in the Gayton Parish. I have also volunteered to counsel men at a Pregnancy 
Center (PRC).  We have three married children. Our son teaches at VCU. Our older daughter 
teaches at an International school in Northern Thailand while our younger daughter works 
with CBD in MA. We praise God that all three love the Lord and are actively involved in their 
churches.

BARBARA WIBBERLY Jerry and I have been members at Third for only two years, having 
moved from Phoenix in 2016, and previously having spent 35 years as missionaries with OMF 
in Thailand.  There I taught Bible in the classroom and counseled young adults. We have three 
children: one living in MA, one in Chiangmai, and the oldest in Richmond, with whom we live. 
In our former church I was a part time volunteer in the Missions office and also contributed in 
the area of prayer. I look forward to having a ministry of encouragement in our parish. 

ANDREW MOORE Andrew has attended Third Church since 2008, along with his wife, Dana, 
and three daughters – Talia, Lanie and Sofia. Trained as an architect, Andrew has served on 
the Strategic Planning team focused on updating Third’s facilities and is currently serving as a 
Trustee. He is excited to begin serving the Third family as a Shepherding Elder and to continue 
discovering God’s  plan for the community in the Three Chopt Parish.

JUSTIN EARLEY I graduated from the University of Virginia with a degree in English 
Literature before spending four years in Shanghai, China as a missionary. I received my law 
degree from the Georgetown University Law Center and now practice business law, and write 
and speak in Richmond, Virginia. I’m married to Lauren and have four sons – Whit, Asher, 
Coulter and Shep. My book on formational habits, The Common Rule – Habits of Purpose for an 
Age of Distraction, is forthcoming with InterVarsity Press in February of 2019.
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LAUREN EARLEY I became a member at Third in 2015, after moving to Richmond with my 
husband Justin and sons Whit (6) and Asher (4) in 2014. During my time at Third, two more 
sons have joined our family: Coulter (1) and Sheppard (newborn) and I’ve served in Third’s 
parish ministry as a parish group leader in both the East End and City South parishes. 
Vocationally, I’m both a mom and philanthropy consultant.

SCOTT ARMISTEAD JoAnn and I became a part of Third in the early 90s and were 
commissioned at Third to go as missionaries to Pakistan in 1999 along with our three boys – 
Jared, Noah, and Seth.   I served as a missionary doctor and JoAnn as a teacher until our return 
to the US in 2015.  We were blessed to have been sent by Third and now are drinking in the gifts 
Third has to offer as I serve in Richmond as Area Director for the Christian Medical and Dental 
Associations and at a VCU family medicine practice among the poor, investing and encouraging 
health care students to follow Jesus missionally in all areas of life. I am eager to encourage 
friends at Third to do the same, particularly among internationals.

CONNIE BYERS My husband Keith and our two daughters joined the Third Church family 
almost 13 years ago.  Keith and I led the Marriage Ministry Sunday School class together for 
about nine years. I have been honored to have served in leadership on both the Women’s 
Ministry Leadership and The Mosaic Ministry. I have totally enjoyed co-facilitating the Women’s 
Summer Study for the past five years. Also, Keith and I are in our second year of facilitating 
the Financial Peace University class at Third. The Lord has opened doors for me to use this 
teaching to mentor one-on-one with single women. Professionally, I am an Associate Broker 
with Joyner Fine Properties with a goal to help people make wise real estate decisions. In my 
free time, I love to fast walk, listen to tons of extremely diverse podcasts and serve on the board 
of HomeAgain, a non-profit that provides emergency shelter to the homeless of Richmond with 
a goal of permanent housing.

GRANT HOLBROOK My wife, Erin, and I have attended Third since 2009. We have a 
wonderful daughter, Amelia, who just started kindergarten this fall. I’ve enjoyed serving in 

different roles at Third as an Adult Education teacher, deacon, bass player, and as a Core Leader 
for our parish group on the Northside of Richmond. I teach Theology, Latin, and Literature 
at Veritas School.  In this new role as shepherding elder, I’m excited to share the “beautiful 
inheritance” (Psalm 16:6) of the Christian faith through the ministries of teaching and care, as 
well as encouraging the quieter and more marginalized among us to call out, “How beautiful on 
the mountains are the feet of those who bring good news, who proclaim peace, who bring good 
tidings, who proclaim salvation, who say to Zion, ‘Your God reigns!’” (Isaiah 52:7).

JON AVULA My wife, Danielle, and I have been attending Third church since 2009 before we 
had our three children Micah (5), Elias(3), and Lily(1).  Our family has loved being a part of this 
church community.  I have especially appreciated seeing God at work through being in small 
group Bible studies, helping with youth group, and getting to host and help lead our Parish 
group.

SHEPHERDING ELDERS
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DEACONS
NANCY BRUCE I have three grown children and eight grandchildren. I have been a member 
of Third Church for 40 years.  I am excited to follow God’s call into a leadership role in His 
church.  I treasure the deep friendships I have made with members of Third Church.  I am 
truly blessed.  I enjoy gardening and working with children.  I am active in the Immigrant and 
Refugee Homework Tutoring Program, Bible Study, Parish Group, and Helping Hands.

EMILY SHERMAN My husband, Kyle, and I have been members at Third since we moved 
to Richmond with our two young daughters, Ginnie and Lucy, a little over two years ago. 
I have enjoyed getting involved at Third in a variety of ways such as participating in the 
women’s summer studies, serving in children’s Sunday School classes and with the Refugee 
and Immigrant Tutoring, dreaming about a potential Fellows Program, and coordinating 
Third’s playgroup. I am thankful to be at home with my little girls during this season, and 
am working to become certified to teach ESL. My family and I have been very blessed by the 
multigenerational friendships we’ve made in our Third parish group and I look forward to 
serving in my new role as a deacon. 

DENISE LAURANZON Third has been my church home for 35 years and has been a huge 
part of my spiritual walk with God. I was all-in when Bob and I joined this community because 
we knew this would be a great family to commune with and have our children grow up in. I 
immediately started helping with youth group and though exhausted at times my heart was full 
of joy in getting to know these awesome kids that are now very much involved as leaders in our 
church today. My life at Third continue to flourish and spiritually grow through Community 
Bible Study, Missions, serving at Caritas, Wednesday night suppers and ultimately assisting for 
eight years in the church plant of Community West Church. I look forward to continue my walk 
with God as I serve in the role of Deacon and pray that as I humbly serve Him His name will be 
glorified in all that I do. 

CAROLYN STIFF I’m married to Geoffrey; have two sons, Joshua and Joel, two step-sons, 
Jared and Nathan; three lovely daughters-in-law; and three charming granddaughters. Due 
to Geof’s career, we were transferred around the country for many years, ultimately coming 
to Richmond in 1998. I’ve been a member of Third Church for the past 20 years. Interests: 
summers in Maine, skiing, needlepoint, reading, cooking, and various volunteer roles. I am 
praying about how the Lord wants me to serve as a Deacon (although I suspect that hospitality 
will be part of where I serve); and I so look forward to forging new friendships in this role. 

CONNIE ROSENBERGER  Upon retirement four years ago, my husband Buck and I moved 
back to Richmond to be near family after spending nearly 40 years in New Jersey. Having been 
active in my former church and understanding the lifeblood that church membership offers, I 
was aggressive in seeking a meaningful relationship into this church family. Apparently all the 
small groups and seasons groups were full! I did, though, meet many wonderful individuals 
and was gradually adopted into the church family. I have served as an usher, a volunteer in 
the nursery and in the Jobs for Life program, and a CAC tutor; I attend the annual women’s 
conferences, Sunday school, and a covenant Bible study. As a deacon, I hope to serve as a voice 
for our newest members, making sure there is an open and clear passage for them to feel 
assimilated into this rich covenant. I look forward to serving our church.
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CINDY JOHNSON I have been part of the Third family for 15 years and have enjoyed growing 
my faith through diverse activities.  Among these are Alpha, Women’s summer studies, Jobs for 
Life and various small groups. I am single and share a home with my sister near Short Pump. 
I am humbled and honored to serve as a deacon. The opportunity to get to know and serve the 
larger Third family not only gives me a greater sense of belonging but also a joy in knowing I 
am being used for His purpose.

KIM GARRETT My husband, Parker, and I have been attending Third Church since we moved 
to Richmond in 2010. We have three children, Madeleine, Clarke, and Cyrus. You will often see 
our family biking to church, handing out bulletins, and preparing refreshments. Aside from 
ushering, I have been involved with both parish group and children’s ministry. Third Church 
collectively has been a family to us through providing for our spiritual and practical needs and 
building genuine relationships. I am looking forward to serving the needs of the church and 
connecting with more members through my role as a deacon.

ANNA HENDERSON It is an honor and joy to be nominated to serve our church family in 
the role of deacon. Prior to coming to Third, I was a covenant partner at East End Fellowship, 
where I was involved in children’s ministry and served as a community group leader. My now-
husband Keith and I began attending Third in spring of 2015 while we were dating. We were 
married at Third a year later and became covenant partners in 2016. I am looking forward to 
collaborating within the Parish model to serve the needs of our church family and neighbors, 
particularly those who may not be able to regularly participate due to infirmity or homebound 
status. 

LYRIC HASSLER I’ve been a member of Third since 2010, and have been involved in 
Parish Life, children’s ministry, and music. A photographer and Minnesota native, I’m 
a communications professional turned homeschooling mom. In the past few years, I’ve 
completed more than 800 Pure Barre classes, mostly at 5:30am. I’m looking forward to 
creatively serving my Third family and other neighbors in the City South Parish, where I live 
with her husband Jeff and our four daughters. 

RICHARD NANCE I attended Third during my late 20’s and recently returned after a 7 year 
exodus to DC/NOVA.  My family now includes my wife Frannie, two young sons Zach (4) and 
Charlie (3), and a soon-to-be daughter. My work still keeps me in DC pretty often so we settled 
in Hanover County.  Although the distance to church isn’t short, we have been drawn to the 
rich community of believers that are authentically seeking to discern and follow God’s calling 
both personally and corporately. Since returning to Third, I have been a leader in the Hanover 
Parish Group and have truly valued seeing the development of new relationships and renewed 
intentionality of localized ministry.

DEACONS
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TRUSTEES
BOYD BROWN My name is Boyd Brown and I am nominated to be a trustee, serving on 
the Facilities and Grounds Committee.  I am a structural engineer by profession and I served 
on a similar committee at St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church.  I am originally from Brunswick 
County in southern Virginia.  My wife, Ann and I and our three daughters, Eva, Tali and 
Belle have been members here at Third Church since 2015.  I am enthusiastic about serving 
on this committee at this time in Third’s history, helping to implement the plans for facility 
improvement and expansion that have been so thoughtfully discussed for several years.

CHUCK ROGERS My wife, Wendy, and I moved to Richmond over 5 years ago with our three 
daughters: Bailey (17), Josie (15), and Piper (10). We started attending Third soon after that and 
joined in 2015. I am the Director of Design and Construction at the University of Richmond and, 
as an architect, have served on multiple building committees for churches we have attended 
over the years. I am looking forward to applying my experience to serve the church as a trustee.

SUSAN SOLOMON I have been blessed to be part of the Third family for over 15 years.  I’ve 
served as a Deacon and Trustee in the past and currently an usher, enjoying greeting everyone 
as they arrive for worship.  I have 3 cats and one adorable dog.  I love fixing up my house, and 
on Sundays you can usually find me at an Open Houses. I look forward to again serving with 
the Trustees.
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