
Called together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ.

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 20, 2019 

ENTRUSTED
“Everything the master owns he has entrusted to my care.”

GENESIS 39:8



SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 

As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” 
with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s 
works of salvation and renewal. Not only do 
we mark the seasons of the Christian year 
through the readings and music in our worship 
service, we also use colors and textures to 
enrich our space and experience of worship.

We are in the six-month period of Ordinary 
Time when we remember the story of God’s 
people as told throughout the Old and 
New Testaments. In Ordinary Time we 
are reminded that we are part of a great 
community of believers throughout time  
and history that has been called together 
to bear witness to God’s promises and 
presence in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus 
and his kingdom. The color of this season is 
green, representing the way God is at work 
sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms  
we experience year by year in his creation, 
and the way God is calling and empowering 
his Church to join in the work of renewing  
all things.
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “Fanfare and Processional” Jeff Hummel 
  (Lynn Trapp)

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Psalm 62:5

Leader: For you, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait;
People: Truly our hope is in you.

Silent Preparation for Worship
Let’s quiet our hearts in preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 146:1–5

Leader: Praise the Lord.
People: Praise the Lord, O my soul. 

I will praise the Lord all my life; 
I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.

Leader: Do not put your trust in princes, 
in human beings, who cannot save. 
When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; 
on that very day their plans come to nothing.

People: Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the Lord their God.

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” #521 in the Hymnal 
  “The Earth Shall Know” Words on Page 4

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 
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THE EARTH SHALL KNOW

Let us come on one accord to lift up praises to our King. 
There is splendor and power all around him. 
And we will gather all together, every nation, tribe, creed and color. 
Let the body come alive and our Creator be glorified.

And the earth shall know God’s name, 
And the earth will sing God’s praise. 
All of the earth shall see the grace 
Of our God, of our God!

Let us come on one accord to see each other and our needs. 
When we gather, there is power all around us; 
Power to live right, power to be light. 
Over our cities and neighbors we speak life. 
Spirit, give us eyes to see your perfect will for humanity.

Heal the land, meet the need, set the captives free. 
Heal the land, meet the need, set the captives free.
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Leader: Let us come with humble and repentant hearts to the Lord.

People: We all, like sheep, have gone astray.  
Each of us has turned to our own way;  
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort  From Romans 8:31–39

Leader: Who then is the one who condemns?

Everyone: No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life— 
is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.

Leader: Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?

Everyone: I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels  
nor demons, neither the present nor the future,  
nor any powers, neither height nor depth,  
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us  
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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THANKSGIVING

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple like 
“Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”

Our Offerings  From 1 Chronicles 29:14

Leader:  Lord, who are we that we are able to give so generously?
People:  For all things come from you 

and what we now offer is already yours.

Pray for our mission partner Mike Murchie and CrossOver Ministry as they seek to promote 
wellness and provide quality and compassionate health care to the uninsured in the greater 
Richmond metropolitan area.

Offertory “Oh, Give Thanks” Worship Team 
(8:15 and 10:00 services)

Oh, give thanks unto the Lord 
For he is good; yes, he is good.

For he is worthy, worthy; 
For he is good; yes, he is good.
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THANKSGIVING

Offertory “Be Thou My Vision” Choir 
(11:15 service only) (Rutter)

Be thou my vision, O Lord of my heart, 
Be all else but naught to me save that thou art; 
Be thou my best thought in the day and the night, 
Both waking and sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my wisdom, be thou my true word, 
Be thou ever with me, and I with thee, Lord; 
Be thou my great Father, and I thy true son; 
Be thou in me dwelling, and I with thee one.

Be thou my breastplate, my sword for the fight; 
Be thou my whole armour, be thou my true might; 
Be thou my soul’s shelter, be thou my strong tower: 
O raise thou me heavenward, great Power of my power.

Riches I heed not, nor man’s empty praise: 
Be thou mine inheritance now and always; 
Be thou and thou only the first in my heart: 
O Sovereign of heaven, my treasure thou art.

High King of heaven, thou heaven’s bright Sun, 
O grant me its joys after vict’ry is won; 
Great Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.

Still be thou my vision, O Ruler of all.

† Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Genesis 1:1–3, 26–31

1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over  
the waters.

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light.

26 Then God said, “Let us make mankind in our image, in our likeness, so that they may rule over 
the fish in the sea and the birds in the sky, over the livestock and all the wild animals, and over 
all the creatures that move along the ground.”

27 So God created mankind in his own image, 
  in the image of God he created them; 
  male and female he created them.

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message 
  “Entrusted” 
  Corey Widmer
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WE GIVE THEE BUT THINE OWN
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RESPONDING

† Song of Response “We Give Thee But Thine Own” Music on page 10

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Father, you made all things, you own all things, you are redeeming all things! We praise you 
for your mighty work and your generous heart. Teach us to steward wisely, faithfully, and 
courageously what you have entrusted to our hands. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Lord Jesus, you draw near to those who are sad, lonely, and afflicted. Touch those among 
us who need your healing power; lift up those who are discouraged; renew the hope of the 
depressed; bring back those who are lost. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Holy Spirit, you brought order out of the formless void; bring order and peace to the chaos of 
our world. We especially pray for the people of Syria, for the millions of people there uprooted 
and shaken by war. Grant wisdom to political leaders, provide resources to the desperate, 
protect and shield the children, bring an end to war. We cry out to you, O God, that your 
kingdom would come on earth as it is in heaven. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever. Amen.

Prayer Needs

For health: Wilma Corson, Laurie Marsden, Lynn Pendleton, Danny Yacher, Joe Keller,  
Eileen Raynor, Pam Smith, Mary Ann Hancock, Frances Eichost, Brad Bishop,  
Noel and Stephanie Brooks, David Hacker, Julie Walden, Christie Geraty, Milton Jones

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones: Christine Darby (brother, 10/10);  
Arthur McCray (father, 10/11); Dean and Peggy Dennis, Carrie Henaghan (grandson,  
nephew, 9/28); Gay Plack (9/17); Stan Button (9/12)

For Metro Richmond: We pray for public, non-profit, and religious social service work 
and ministries in metropolitan Richmond: for all who suffer from addiction, dependency or 
co-dependency of any sort; for twelve-step programs, recovery programs, therapists, and 
addiction counselors; for advocates who provide a voice for the rights of persons whose  
voices are not heard.
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WE ARE GOD’S PEOPLE

We are God’s people, the chosen of the Lord,  
Born of his Spirit, established by his Word;  
Our cornerstone is Christ alone,  
And strong in him we stand:  
O let us live transparently, 
And walk heart to heart and hand in hand.

We are God’s loved ones, the Bride of Christ our Lord, 
For we have known it, the love of God outpoured;  
Now let us learn how to return  
The gift of love once given:  
O let us share each joy and care,  
And live with a zeal that pleases Heaven.

We are the Body of which the Lord is Head,  
Called to obey him, now risen from the dead;  
He wills us be a family,  
Diverse yet truly one:  
O let us give our gifts to God,  
And so shall his work on earth be done.

We are a temple, the Spirit’s dwelling place,  
Formed in great weakness, a cup to hold God’s grace;  
We die alone, for on its own  
Each ember loses fire:  
Yet joined in one the flame burns on  
To give warmth and light, and to inspire.



14

SENDING

† Song of Commission “We Are God’s People” Words on page 13

† Commission and Benediction  From Romans 11:33–36

Leader:  Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
 How unsearchable his judgments, 
 and his paths beyond tracing out! 
“Who has known the mind of the Lord? 
 Or who has been his counselor?” 
“Who has ever given to God, 
 that God should repay them?”

People:  For from him and through him and for him are all things. 
 To him be the glory forever! Amen.

Postlude “Allegro Maestoso from Sonata II” Jeff Hummel 
(11:15 service only) (Felix Mendelssohn)

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given by Ron and Ann Klipp in memory of Ron’s father, Robert Klipp, 
whose birthday was today. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Today! Pick up your Entrusted Stewardship Devotional 
To complement our new sermon series on stewardship, we’ve created a devotional guide for 
our church family to use during the week between Sundays. We hope we can deepen our 
understanding of stewardship and its implications for our lives. We’ll explore stewardship from 
Genesis to Revelation, looking at topics from creation to vocation to shepherding the gospel. 
Journey along with us daily over the next six weeks! Devotionals can be picked up around the 
church. 

Local Missions Fair – Next Sunday, October 27, Fellowship Hall
Our local mission partners will be set up in the Fellowship Hall all morning on the 27th to share 
ministry information and volunteer opportunities for individuals, families and parish groups.  
Get to know our local partners and find out where you can serve with them. Drop by before  
or after a service!

Local Mission Event: An Evening with Rev. Ben Campbell 
Friday, November 1, 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Come hear Rev. Ben Campbell offer a 2019 epilogue to his book, Richmond’s Unhealed 
History, and reflect on its implications for our current day. Besides being an Episcopal priest 
and known civil rights activist in Richmond, Ben is also a father, a husband, a twin, a seventh-
generation Virginian, and the founder of Richmond Hill, a residential Christian community and 
spiritual retreat center in the Church Hill neighborhood of Richmond. 

Meet Our Mission Partner: Lunch with Ray Heinen of SAT-7 
Sunday, October 27, 12:30 p.m., Room 101
Come to this (free!) lunch next Sunday, October 27 in Room 101 to hear an update on this 
innovative ministry. SAT-7 is a family of five Christian satellite TV channels in the Middle East 
and North Africa since 1996, broadcasting God’s love in three languages (Arabic, Farsi and 
Turkish), with over 22 million TV viewers. No RSVP necessary, just come!
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NEWS & EVENTS

Collecting Bibles for India – Inspire International
We are collecting gently used Bibles, Bible commentaries, new and used children’s Bibles and 
Bible dictionaries to be sent to India via our mission partner Inspire International. The collection 
bin is located in the hallway, underneath the shelf across from the infant nursery. Please contact 
Rebecca (rebeccah@thirdrva.org) with questions.

College and Adult Mexico Mission Trip – June 28 – July 4, 2020 
Over the years it has been our hope to have a team of college students and adults come 
alongside the Student Ministry team on a mission trip. We will be at base camp together, eat 
together, and worship together but have separate teams on work sites: a college and adult 
team and a student ministry team. The main goal: to build not just one, but at least two houses 
for Mexican families in need. Applications due on November 17! More info and to apply: 
thirdrva.org/events. 

Now Hiring at Third! 
We are currently hiring for two positions at Third: Associate Director of Family Ministry 
(Nursery and Preschool focus), and Associate Director of Parish Ministry. For more information 
on these roles, and to apply, visit: thirdrva.org/employment. Third’s search process is available 
and open to all qualified candidates from within and outside the church body. We look forward 
and pray for the Lord to lead us to the candidate that best fits the position.

Dessert and Dialogue: Loving our friends with mental illness 
6:30 p.m., Monday, October 21, Kitchen, 500 Forest Ave
Let’s come together to brainstorm what we inside the church need to learn so we can love our 
neighbors and family members who have mental illness. Let’s talk about what loving someone 
with mental illness looks like, what we might do to help destigmatize mental illness, and share 
stories of hope and experience. Contact Mary Damon: merryoh@gmail.com.
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FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents or 
Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

Need help? Look for volunteers wearing gold or blue name badges. They can help answer 
your questions, find where to take your kids, and guide you around our building.

Student Ministry: Sunday Night Gatherings
Students in 7th–12th grade are welcome to join us on Sunday evenings. This week, our small 
groups will be meeting offsite in an effort to help our students live missionally. Want to learn 
more? Contact rickh@thirdrva.org or andreaw@thirdrva.org.

THIS WEEK AT THIRD

22 Tuesday Women’s Weekly Morning Study  
  9:30 a.m., Room 213 (joyce.koontz@gmail.com)

23 Wednesday Freedom Road Recovery Community 
  6:30 p.m., Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave (merryoh@gmail.com)
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Our new season of adult Sunday school classes has started! If you’ve never checked out our 
Sunday morning classes, it’s the perfect time to start. All classes meet at 10:00 a.m. For full 
class descriptions, visit: thirdrva.org/sunday-discipleship.

Questions about our Sunday school classes? Contact Derek Mondeau at derekm@thirdrva.org.

Delta: Young Adult  
Community and Conversation 
Room 217

Are you in your 20–30s or college age 
and looking for a place to connect with 
others and grow at Third? Join us for coffee, 
conversation and teaching on how to  
connect faith to daily life, work, relationships 
and culture.

Good News Class
Room 101

Expository Bible teaching of the Gospel of 
Mark in the tradition of inductive Bible study. 
Our teachers ask the three classic questions 
of each text: (i) what does it say; (ii) what 
did it mean to them (the original audience); 
and (iii) what does it mean to us? This class 
is centered on understanding and applying 
God’s word for his glory and our growth as 
his people. 

Study of Acts
Room 213

The Reveal Class will continue our study of 
the book of Acts, exploring through UP, IN 
and OUT observations the missionary themes 
that Luke narrates. The mission of God’s 
people always involves our theology, our 
community, and our outreach.

Metamorphosis Class
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

We are a diverse community seeking God’s 
healing and wholeness for the brokenness  
in our lives and families through safe, 
authentic Christian relationships. This fall, 
we’ll read Falling Upward: A Spirituality  
for the Two Halves of Life by Richard Rohr.  
We’ll examine how our brokenness can  
be the springboard for spiritual growth,  
no matter what half of life we are in.
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2019 BUDGET UPDATE

As we begin to close out 2019 and prepare 
our budget for 2020, we want to share with 
our church family how the Lord is providing 
for our finances this year. We are grateful 
for his provision thus far, and look to him in 
the weeks to come.

Year-to-date giving through September 
was $2,429,308, which is approximately 
$108,692, or 4.3% short of budgeted 
expectations. It is worth noting that our 
annual giving budget remains heavily 
dependent on November and December 
giving as, historically, close to 30% of our 
annual giving occurs during these two 
months. We faithfully rest in God’s grace 
and provision, and pray that the Holy 
Spirit will continue to stir our hearts with 
overflowing and joyful generosity to  
meet the commitments to which God has  
called us.

We give praise for God’s faithfulness and 
generosity and invite you to pray that our 
financial gifts will empower Third’s ministry 
and mission at Forest Avenue, in Richmond 
and around the world. Your gifts have 
Kingdom impact.

2019 Total Annual Budget 
$4,003,155

September YTD Giving Budget 
$2,538,000

September YTD Giving Actual 
$2,429,308

(difference: $108,692)



¡Bienvenido! 欢迎!  Добро пожаловать!

We’re so glad you’re here.

WELCOME!

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | Twitter Facebook-Square Instagram @thirdrva | 804-282-4645 

Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians

Visit our website (thirdrva.org), sign up for our ministry emails 
(thirdrva.org/signup), and pick up a copy of Third Press, our 
monthly newsletter, from around the church.

3. FIND COMMUNITY

2. JOIN US FOR COFFEE

1. LEARN ABOUT THIRD

Join us for our Welcome Coffee today at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Parlor. You’ll meet a few people and learn about Third’s vision 
and beliefs, and how you can get involved.

Our parish groups provide the opportunity for each person 
at Third to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city.  
Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life. 


