
Called together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ.

WORLD COMMUNION SUNDAY, OCTOBER 6, 2019

“Let us learn by the example of Jonah not to measure God’s judgments  
by our own wisdom, but to wait until he turns darkness into light.”

JOHN CALVIN

ABOUNDING IN 

LOVE
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As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” 
with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s 
works of salvation and renewal. Not only do 
we mark the seasons of the Christian year 
through the readings and music in our worship 
service, we also use colors and textures to 
enrich our space and experience of worship.

Today is World Communion Sunday, when 
we join with congregations from all over the 
world and from several denominations in 
partaking of the sacrament of Communion 
as a sign of our connection with each other 
in one Body of Christ. In the Sanctuary you 
will notice a vividly colored and patterned 
tablecloth on the communion table and some 
of the pastors wearing liturgical vestments 
or stoles. Textiles from Australia, Cameroon, 
England, Estonia, Finland, France, Guatemala, 
Indonesia, Japan, Nigeria, Russia, Scotland, 
Tanzania, the United States and Zimbabwe 
have been gathered and stitched together to 
create a vibrant collage of colors to remind us 
of both our global diversity and our unity as 
followers of Jesus.

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “When in Our Music God Is Glorified” Jeff Hummel 
  (Robert Hobby)

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Psalm 46:10

Leader: Be still, and know that I am God.  
I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.

People: Amen.

Silent Preparation for Worship
Let’s quiet our hearts in preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Ephesians 1:1–6

Leader: Alabado sea Dios, Padre de nuestro Señor Jesucristo, que nos ha bendecido  
en las regiones celestiales con toda bendición espiritual en Cristo.

Leader: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us  
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places.

Leader: En amor nos predestinó para adopción como hijos para sí mediante Jesucristo, 
conforme al beneplácito de su voluntad.

Leader: In love he chose us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ,  
according to the purpose of his will.

Everyone: All this is to the praise of his glorious grace,  
which he has freely given us in the One he loves!

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” #590 in the Hymnal 
  (verses 1, 2, 3, 4, 8)

  “Il m'a Sauvé (He Saved Me)” Words on Page 5

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 
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IL M'A SAUVÉ
(He Saved Me)

Leader: Il m’a sauvé! (He saved me)
People: Il m’a sauvé!
Leader: Il m’a sauvé!
People: Il m'a sauvé! 

Il m’a sauvé, alléluia! 
Il m’a sauvé, alléluia!

Leader: Il m’a béni! (He blessed me)
People: Il m’a béni!
Leader: Il m’a béni!
People: Il m’a béni! 

Il m’a béni, alléluia! 
Il m’a béni, alléluia!

Leader: Il m’a touché! (He touched me)
People: Il m’a touché!
Leader: Il m’a touché!
People: Il m’a touché! 

Il m’a touché, alléluia! 
Il m’a touché, alléluia!

Leader: Il m’a lavé! (He washed me)
People: Il m’a lavé!
Leader: Il m’a lavé!
People: Il m’a lavé! 

Il m’a lavé, alléluia! 
Il m’a lavé, alléluia!

Leader: Il m’a aimé! (He loved me)
People: Il m’a aimé!
Leader: Il m’a aimé!
People: Il m’a aimé!

Leader: Il m’a pardonné! (He forgave me)
People: Il m’a pardonné!
Leader: Il m’a pardonné!
People: Il m’a pardonné!

Leader: Il m’a sanctifié! (He sanctified me)
People: Il m’a sanctifié!
Leader: Il m’a sanctifié!
People: Il m’a sanctifié!

Leader: Il m’a sauvé! (He saved me)
People: Il m’a sauvé!
Leader: Il m’a sauvé! 
People: Il m’a sauvé!

Leader: Il m’a sauvé!
People: Il m’a sauvé!
Leader: Il m’a sauvé!
People: Il m’a sauvé! 

Il m’a sauvé, alléluia! 
Il m’a sauvé, alléluia!
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Leader: Let us come with humble and repentant hearts to the Lord.

People: We all, like sheep, have gone astray.  
Each of us has turned to our own way;  
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort  

Leader: May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 
banish all darkness from your hearts and minds, 
forgive you your sins, grant you the joy of his kingdom, 
and raise you to new and everlasting life.

Everyone: Amen.

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple like 
“Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING

Our Offerings
Pray for our mission partner Young Lives, a branch of Young Life which reaches out with the 
gospel and Christ’s love to pregnant and parenting teen moms and their children.

Offertory “Jalali Yesu (Glory to Jesus)” Worship Team

You are full of grace and truth. (You are full of grace and truth.) 
Jalali Yesu! (Jalali Yesu!) 
You are full of grace and truth. (You are full of grace and truth.) 
Jalali Yesu! (Jalali Yesu!)

Jalali Yesu! (Jalali Yesu!) Jalali Yesu! (Jalali Yesu!) 
Jalali Yesu! (Jalali Yesu!) Jalali Yesu! (Jalali Yesu!)

You are great and you are good. (You are great and you are good.) 
Jalali Yesu! (Jalali Yesu!) 
You are great and you are good. (You are great and you are good.) 
Jalali Yesu! (Jalali Yesu!)

You are glorious over all the earth! You are glorious over all the earth! 
You are glorious over all the earth! You are glorious!

You are making all things new. (You are making all things new.) 
Jalali Yesu! (Jalali Yesu!) 
You are making all things new. (You are making all things new.) 
Jalali Yesu! (Jalali Yesu!)

† Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Jonah 3:10–4:11

10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he relented and did 
not bring on them the destruction he had threatened.

1 But to Jonah this seemed very wrong, and he became angry. 2 He prayed to the Lord, “Isn’t this 
what I said, Lord, when I was still at home? That is what I tried to forestall by fleeing to Tarshish. 
I knew that you are a gracious and compassionate God, slow to anger and abounding in love, 
a God who relents from sending calamity. 3 Now, Lord, take away my life, for it is better for me 
to die than to live.”

4 But the Lord replied, “Is it right for you to be angry?”

5 Jonah had gone out and sat down at a place east of the city. There he made himself a shelter, 
sat in its shade and waited to see what would happen to the city. 6 Then the Lord God provided 
a leafy plant and made it grow up over Jonah to give shade for his head to ease his discomfort, 
and Jonah was very happy about the plant. 7 But at dawn the next day God provided a worm, 
which chewed the plant so that it withered. 8 When the sun rose, God provided a scorching east 
wind, and the sun blazed on Jonah’s head so that he grew faint. He wanted to die, and said,  
“It would be better for me to die than to live.”

9 But God said to Jonah, “Is it right for you to be angry about the plant?”

“It is,” he said. “And I’m so angry I wish I were dead.”

10 But the Lord said, “You have been concerned about this plant, though you did not tend it or 
make it grow. It sprang up overnight and died overnight. 11 And should I not have concern for 
the great city of Nineveh, in which there are more than a hundred and twenty thousand people 
who cannot tell their right hand from their left—and also many animals?”

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message 
  “Abounding in Love” 
  Corey Widmer
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RESPONDING

We respond to God’s word.

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Everyone: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, 
you have made us in your image and for yourself. 
You have made this good world for us to tend and to enjoy. 
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You sought your ancient people when they strayed from you. 
You freed them from the oppressor and brought them home. 
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You have sent your Son to bring us home to you. 
By his Incarnation–

People: You have found us.

Leader: By his Death–
People: You have forgiven us.

Leader: By his Resurrection–
People: You have freed us. 

Leader: God, our Father, 
People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.
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RESPONDING

Leader: In union with Jesus Christ of Nazareth, our Great High Priest, and with  
all who worship you, both in heaven and on earth, we offer you our  
praise, saying:

People:  Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest; 
blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution  From 1 Corinthians 11:23–26

“The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same 
way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you eat this bread and drink this 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy Spirit on our bread and 
wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of Christ, and on your people, 
that we may be the body of Christ, reconciled to you and to each other by his 
blood. By your Holy Spirit make us—

People: One with Christ, 
one with each other, 
and one in mission to all the world,

Leader: Until Christ shall come in final victory 
and we feast together at his heavenly banquet. 
We cry, Maranatha!

People: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.
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RESPONDING

The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because the 
bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When we come 
forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the Holy Spirit, 
extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome anyone to the table who is willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by the cost 
of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide 
me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the light and life you 
promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but through 
you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on 
the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete acceptance. Knowing that you 
have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.
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RESPONDING

Communion Song “Abana (Lord’s Prayer in Arabic)” Choir 
(8:45 service only) (Constantine/Scheer)

Abana in heaven, hallowed be your holy name. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done in all the earth as in heaven. 
Your kingdom come, your will be done in all the earth as in heaven. 
And give to us, give us this day our daily bread, O Lord, we pray.   
Forgive our sins as we forgive those who have sinned against us. 
And save us in time of trial. Deliver us from evil. 
Yours is the kingdom, yours the power, yours is the glory now and ever. 
Abana in heaven. Amen.

Communion Song “Trinity Song” Worship Team

Holy Father, Son and Spirit, Holy Communion, Three-in-One. 
Come with your peace, with your invitation; bind us together in holy love.

Communion Song  “Before the Throne of God Above” (Instrumental) Worship Team

Before the throne of God above, I have a strong and perfect plea, 
A great High Priest whose name is Love, who ever lives and pleads for me. 
My name is graven on his hands, my name is written on his heart; 
I know that while in heaven he stands, no tongue can bid me thence depart, 
No tongue can bid me thence depart.

When Satan tempts me to despair and tells me of the guilt within, 
Upward I look and see him there, who made an end of all my sin. 
Because the sinless Savior died, my sinful soul is counted free; 
For God the Just is satisfied to look on him and pardon me, 
To look on him and pardon me.

Behold him there! The risen Lamb, my perfect, spotless righteousness; 
The great unchangeable “I AM,” the King of glory and of grace! 
One with himself I cannot die, my soul is purchased by his blood; 
My life is hid with Christ on high, with Christ, my Savior and my God, 
With Christ, my Savior and my God.
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Prayer Needs

For health: Joe Keller, Eileen Raynor, Pam Smith, Mary Ann Hancock, Frances Eichost,  
Brad Bishop, Noel and Stephanie Brooks, David Hacker, Julie Walden, Christie Geraty,  
Milton Jones

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones: Dean and Peggy Dennis, Carrie 
Henaghan (grandson, nephew, 9/28); Gay Plack (9/17); Stan Button (9/12); Mark Mendez 
(grandfather, 8/27); Bev Newell (mother, 8/21); John Hanscom (Lou Hanscom, wife, 8/21); 
Lee Sauvain (mother, 8/20); Chip Buehler (father, 8/14), James and David Hacker  
(Myrtle Hacker, mother, 8/12); Betty Cox (8/8); Rebecca Hatton (brother, 8/7)

For Metro Richmond: We pray for public, non-profit, and religious social service work 
and ministries in metropolitan Richmond: for all in need of social services, all social service 
departments and caseworkers; for partnerships between the church and other institutions 
serving the needy.
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SENDING

† Song of Commission “For All the Saints” #254 in the Hymnal 
  (verses 1, 2, 3, 5)

† Commission and Benediction  From Colossians 3:12–13

Leader:  As God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves  
with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. 

 Bear with each other and forgive one another  
if any of you has a grievance against someone. 

 Forgive as the Lord forgave you. 

People:  And over all these virtues let us put on love,  
which binds them all together in perfect unity.

Postlude “Toccata Giacosa” Jeff Hummel 
(11:15 service only) (Gilbert Martin)

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor our mission partner Young Lives.

Today we celebrate the birth of Alice Elizabeth Olmsted, born on September 25 to Christina 
and James Olmsted.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Today! Pray for the Nations – 8:45 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
In our celebration of World Communion Sunday today, we are inviting everyone to come to 
the Fellowship Hall between services for a special time of prayer for the nations. There will be 
a world map on the floor, and you will be able to stand on the map and pray for specific needs 
for specific countries and regions. This event is great for all ages, and different prayer guides 
will be available. Drop in before or after worship!

Help Still Needed! Tutors and subs in demand for our Immigrant Tutoring Program
We now have over 100 immigrant students coming for tutoring help each week— this is clearly 
a big community need! Can you help for one hour on Wednesday evenings, or even as a sub 
when your schedule allows? No qualifications necessary! Learn more at thirdrva.org/events.

Second Grade Bible Dinner Presentation 
Sunday, October 20, 5:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Third’s second grade students and their families are invited to attend the annual Second 
Grade Bible Presentation Dinner, one of our Faith Milestones. Each year, these students and 
their families share a meal together and hear a message on the importance of God’s word in 
their lives. Then we worship together and each student is presented with an Adventure Bible 
inscribed with their name. RSVP by October 14 to Tracie Meadows (traciem@thirdrva.org).

Read Along: Richmond’s Unhealed History by Ben Campbell 
A Self-Guided Book Study 
Starting today, pick up the book Richmond’s Unhealed History by Ben Campbell ($15) who will 
be speaking at Third next month. Then come next week, Sunday, October 13 at 11:15 a.m. in 
the Fellowship Hall, to get a special self-guided study curriculum on the book put together by 
Third’s Jason Snook and LJ Jaworski. The book is a detailed look at the history of Richmond, the 
crises that have formed our city, and the potential our city has for redemption and renewal.

Healing Room Prayer Ministry 
Meeting first and third Thursdays, 6:30 p.m., Student Ministry Area
All are invited to these prayer meetings on the first and third Thursday evenings at Third.  
Group and individual prayer opportunities are available.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Men’s Ministry: Outdoor Event (Kids Welcome!) 
Saturday, October 19, 3:00 – 8:00 p.m.
Join us at Steve Krieger’s home in Powhatan for a unique outdoor event for dads to bring their 
children to join with us as we gather. This flexible afternoon and evening will provide lots of 
open time for us to connect with each other, get to know each other’s children, eat Mission 
Barbecue for dinner and enjoy a bonfire. For the full schedule, details, and to RSVP, visit  
thirdrva.org/events.

Guided Tour of the Bible: Acts of the Apostles 
A new section kicks off on Thursday, October 17, 7:00 p.m., Room 217
This 5-week study digs into one section of the Bible, looking at a different book each week, so 
we can better understand and be impacted by its message. Ed Satterfield authored the Tour 
and leads our time. Our next study will meet on Thursdays, October 17 – November 14, from 
7:00 -8:30 p.m. in Room 217 and will focus on the Acts of the Apostles. For more information 
and to sign up, visit thirdrva.org/events.

Collecting Bibles for India – Inspire International
We are collecting gently used Bibles, Bible commentaries, new and used children’s Bibles and 
Bible dictionaries to be sent to India via our mission partner Inspire International.  
The collection bin is located in the hallway, underneath the shelf across from the infant nursery. 
We will be collecting these items October 6, 13 and 20. Questions? Contact Rebecca: 
rebeccah@thirdrva.org.

College and Adult Mexico Mission Trip – June 28 to July 4, 2020 
Over the years it has been our hope to have a team of college students and adults come 
alongside the Student Ministry team on a mission trip. We will be at base camp together, eat 
together, and worship together but have separate teams on work sites: a college and adult 
team and a student ministry team. The main goal: to build not just one, but at least two houses 
for Mexican families in need. Applications due on November 17! More info and to apply: 
thirdrva.org/events. 
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FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents or 
Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

Need help? Look for volunteers wearing gold or blue name badges. They can help answer 
your questions, find where to take your kids, and guide you around our building.

Student Ministry: Sunday Night Gatherings
Students in 7th–12th grade are welcome to join us on Sunday evenings in the Fellowship Hall 
from 7:00–8:30 p.m. Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) 
with any questions.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Our new season of adult Sunday school classes has started! If you’ve never checked out our 
Sunday morning classes, it’s the perfect time to start. All classes meet at 10:00 a.m. For full 
class descriptions, visit: thirdrva.org/sunday-discipleship.

Questions about our Sunday school classes? Contact Derek Mondeau at derekm@thirdrva.org.

Delta: Young Adult  
Community and Conversation 
Room 217

Are you in your 20–30s or college age 
and looking for a place to connect with 
others and grow at Third? Join us for coffee, 
conversation and teaching on how to  
connect faith to daily life, work, relationships 
and culture.

Good News Class
Room 101

Expository Bible teaching of the Gospel of 
Mark in the tradition of inductive Bible study. 
Our teachers ask the three classic questions 
of each text: (i) what does it say; (ii) what 
did it mean to them (the original audience); 
and (iii) what does it mean to us? This class 
is centered on understanding and applying 
God’s word for his glory and our growth as 
his people. 

Study of Acts
Room 213

The Reveal Class will continue our study of 
the book of Acts, exploring through UP, IN 
and OUT observations the missionary themes 
that Luke narrates. The mission of God’s 
people always involves our theology, our 
community, and our outreach.

Metamorphosis Class
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

We are a diverse community seeking God’s 
healing and wholeness for the brokenness  
in our lives and families through safe, 
authentic Christian relationships. This fall, 
we’ll read Falling Upward: A Spirituality  
for the Two Halves of Life by Richard Rohr.  
We’ll examine how our brokenness can  
be the springboard for spiritual growth,  
no matter what half of life we are in.



¡Bienvenido! 欢迎!  Добро пожаловать!

We’re so glad you’re here.

WELCOME!

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | �       �               �         @thirdrva | 804-282-4645

Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians

Visit our website (thirdrva.org), sign up for our ministry emails 
(thirdrva.org/signup), and pick up a copy of Third Press, our 
monthly newsletter, from around the church.

3. FIND COMMUNITY

2. JOIN US FOR COFFEE

1. LEARN ABOUT THIRD

Join us for our Welcome Coffee on Sunday, October 20, at 
10:00 a.m. in the Parlor. You’ll meet a few people and learn 
about Third’s vision and beliefs, and how you can get involved.

Our parish groups provide the opportunity for each person 
at Third to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city. 
Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life. 


