
Called together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2019

“When people respond to the call of the gospel they put one foot  
outside their culture while the other remains firmly planted in it.  

Christianity is not flight from one’s original culture, but a new way  
of living within it because of the new vision of peace and joy in Christ.” 

MIROSLAV VOLF

S LE E P I N G 
WHILE WE PERISH



As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” 
with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s 
works of salvation and renewal. Not only do 
we mark the seasons of the Christian year 
through the readings and music in our worship 
service, we also use colors and textures to 
enrich our space and experience of worship.

We are in the six-month period of Ordinary 
Time when we remember the story of God’s 
people as told throughout the Old and 
New Testaments. In Ordinary Time we 
are reminded that we are part of a great 
community of believers throughout time  
and history that has been called together 
to bear witness to God’s promises and 
presence in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus 
and his kingdom. The color of this season is 
green, representing the way God is at work 
sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms  
we experience year by year in his creation, 
and the way God is calling and empowering 
his Church to join in the work of renewing  
all things.

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “When Morning Gilds the Skies” Jeff Hummel 
  (Dale Wood)

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Psalm 124:8  

Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: Who made heaven and earth.

Silent Preparation for Worship
Let’s quiet our hearts in preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 145

Leader: Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; 
his greatness no one can fathom.

People: One generation commends your work to another; 
they tell of your mighty acts.

Leader: They speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty— 
and I will meditate on your wonderful works. 

People: They celebrate your abundant goodness 
and joyfully sing of your righteousness.

Leader: The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.
People: Let every creature praise his holy name for ever and ever.

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “Rejoice, the Lord Is King”  #224 in the Hymnal 
  “Ten Thousand Reasons” #559 in the Hymnal

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Everyone: Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify  
your holy name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort  From 1 Timothy 1:15 and 1 Peter 2:24

Leader: This is a trustworthy statement that deserves full acceptance, 
that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.  
He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, 
so that we, free from sin, might live for righteousness;  
by his wounds we have been healed.

People: Thanks be to God!

Sacrament of Baptism

10:00 a.m. Jack Campbell DeJarnette (Chesterfield Parish) 
11:15 a.m. Eleanor Joy White (Three Chopt Parish)

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you. 
And give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace forever.
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THANKSGIVING

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple like 
“Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”

Our Offerings
Pray for our mission partners Steve and Janice Quakenbush with Wycliffe Bible Translators. 
Steve and Janice serve as part of an international team to help language communities 
worldwide gain access to the Scriptures in the languages and media that speak to their hearts.

Offertory “Jesus, Savior, Pilot Me” Worship Team 
(8:45 and 10:00 services)

Jesus, Savior, pilot me over life’s tempestuous sea; 
Unknown waves before me roll, hiding rock and treach’rous shoal. 
Chart and compass come from thee; Savior, pilot me.

Though the sea be smooth and bright, sparkling with the stars of night, 
And my ship’s path be ablaze with the light of halcyon days, 
Still I know my need of thee; Savior, pilot me.

As a mother stills her child, thou canst hush the ocean wild; 
Boisterous waves obey thy will, when thou sayest to them, “Be still!” 
Wondrous Sovereign of the sea, Savior, pilot me.

When at last I near the shore, and the fearful breakers roar 
‘Twixt me and the peaceful rest, then, while leaning on thy breast, 
May I hear thee say to me, “I will pilot thee.”
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THANKSGIVING

Offertory “And Can It Be?” Choir 
(11:15 service only) (arr. Martin)

And can it be that I should gain an interest in the Savior’s blood? 
Died he for me, who caused his pain, for me who him to death pursued? 
Amazing love, how can it be that thou, my God, should die for me? 
Amazing love, how can it be that thou, my God, should die for me?

He left his Father’s throne above. So free, so infinite his grace! 
Emptied himself of all but love, and bled for Adam’s helpless race! 
‘Tis mercy all, immense and free, for O my God, it found out me. 
Amazing love, how can it be that thou, my God, should die for me?

No condemnation now I dread: Jesus, and all in him, is mine! 
Alive in him, my Living Head, and clothed in righteousness divine. 
Bold, I approach the eternal throne, and claim the crown through Christ, my own. 
Amazing love, how can it be that thou, my God, should die for me?

Alleluia! Sing alleluia!

† Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Jonah 1:4–16

4 Then the Lord sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the ship 
threatened to break up. 5 All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god. And 
they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship.

But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep. 6 The captain 
went to him and said, “How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will take 
notice of us so that we will not perish.”

7 Then the sailors said to each other, “Come, let us cast lots to find out who is responsible for 
this calamity.” They cast lots and the lot fell on Jonah. 8 So they asked him, “Tell us, who is 
responsible for making all this trouble for us? What kind of work do you do? Where do you 
come from? What is your country? From what people are you?”

9 He answered, “I am a Hebrew and I worship the Lord, the God of heaven, who made the sea 
and the dry land.”

10 This terrified them and they asked, “What have you done?” (They knew he was running away 
from the Lord, because he had already told them so.)

11 The sea was getting rougher and rougher. So they asked him, “What should we do to you to 
make the sea calm down for us?”

12 “Pick me up and throw me into the sea,” he replied, “and it will become calm. I know that it is 
my fault that this great storm has come upon you.”

13 Instead, the men did their best to row back to land. But they could not, for the sea grew even 
wilder than before. 14 Then they cried out to the Lord, “Please, Lord, do not let us die for taking 
this man’s life. Do not hold us accountable for killing an innocent man, for you, Lord, have done 
as you pleased.” 15 Then they took Jonah and threw him overboard, and the raging sea grew 
calm. 16 At this the men greatly feared the Lord, and they offered a sacrifice to the Lord and 
made vows to him.

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message 
  “Sleeping While We Perish“ 
  Corey Widmer
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WAKE UP
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RESPONDING

† Song of Response “Wake Up” Music on page 9

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
Leader: Father, keep us awake to your grace! Awaken us to your mercy so that we might 

be vessels of compassion and mercy for a world in need. Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: Lord Jesus, all authority is yours, yet you came as a humble servant to give your 
own life for the good of the world. Give us grace to live cross-shaped lives in our 
homes, work, schools, parishes and neighborhoods, that we might shine your 
light to a stormy world. Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: Spirit of comfort, lift us with your healing power. Heal the sick among us, and 
provide for those in need. Calm the hearts of the anxious, and ease the burden 
of the depressed. Stir our hearts and minds to trust you, and grant us hope in the 
midst of our afflictions. Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us.

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will  
be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us 
our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever. Amen.

Prayer Needs

For health: Frances Eichost, Brad Bishop, Noel and Stephanie Brooks, Marriott Jackson,  
David Hacker, Julie Walden, Christie Geraty, Milton Jones, Charles Ellison

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones: Stan Button (9/12); Mark Mendez 
(grandfather, 8/27); Bev Newell (mother, 8/21); John Hanscom (Lou Hanscom, wife, 8/21);  
Lee Sauvain (mother, 8/20); Chip Buehler (father, 8/14), James and David Hacker  
(Myrtle Hacker, mother, 8/12); Betty Cox (8/8); Rebecca Hatton (brother, 8/7)

For Metro Richmond: We pray for schools and educational institutions of metropolitan 
Richmond: for all universities, colleges, seminaries, trade, technical, graduate, and professional 
schools; for the students, faculty, and staff of these institutions.
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SENDING

† Song of Commission “Glory Be to the Father” #961 in the Hymnal

† Commission and Benediction  From Matthew 5:14–16

Leader:  Jesus said, “You are the light of the world.  
A town built on a hill cannot be hidden.  
Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl.  
Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house.”

People:  May our light shine before others,  
that they may see our good deeds  
and glorify our Father in heaven.

Postlude “Let All Together Praise Our God” Jeff Hummel 
(11:15 service only) (J. S. Bach)

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor our mission partners Steve and Janice Quakenbush with 
Wycliffe Bible Translators.

Today at the 10:00 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Jack Campbell DeJarnette, 
son of Rick and Anna DeJarnette. Relative present today is Elaine Hanger. Elder representing 
the Session by holding the font is Bob Metcalf. Prayer sponsor is David Skove.

Today at the 11:15 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Eleanor Joy White,  
daughter of Chad and Rebecca White. Relatives present today are Elva White, Randall and 
Kathy White, Robert and Barbara Zirkle, and Frances Booker. Elders representing the Session 
by holding the font are Randall and Kathy White. Prayer sponsor is Heidi Little.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Serve with CARITAS and their ministry: The Healing Place 
September 28 – October 4
Our new initiative with CARITAS, called Bridge Week, is coming soon! During Bridge Week, 
there are many opportunities to serve including packing lunches, hosting an activity night, and 
gathering donations for kits of cleaning supplies. There’s a spot for anyone—young and old, 
families, groups and individuals. For all the ways you can serve, visit: thirdrva.org/events. 

Immigrant and Refugee Tutoring: Looking for New Tutors! 
Join our thriving tutoring program where tutors are matched one-on-one with students.  
On Wednesday evenings (from 6:45 – 7:45 p.m.) they meet together for homework help or 
extra reading practice. No experience necessary! Tutoring runs for 10 weeks and begins on 
September 18. More info and to sign up: thirdrva.org/events.

Meet our Mission Partner: Lunch with Steve Quakenbush 
Sunday, September 22, 12:30 p.m. Room 101
Steve and his wife Janice are part of a global team providing knowledge and expert services 
to help language communities worldwide gain access to the Scriptures in the languages and 
media that speak to their hearts. After many years of residence in the Philippines, they now 
serve from Grand Rapids, Michigan, providing leadership for various translation initiatives.  
No need to RSVP for this free lunch! 

Discovery Camp 2020: Informational Meeting! 
Sunday, September 29, 12:30 p.m. Room 101
Next summer Third will premiere Discovery Camp, an exploration of art, science, and music. 
We’d love for our congregation to be involved in teaching our students in these interest areas. 
If you are an artist, a science enthusiast, or someone who has hobbies in the arts and are 
interested in volunteering, please come and learn more about this opportunity, and how you 
might be involved! Questions? Contact Tracie Meadows: traciem@thirdrva.org. 

Last Call! Rebekah Lyons’ You are Free Women’s Event 
Tuesday, September 17, 7:00 p.m.
Don’t miss this special opportunity to hear from renown author and speaker Rebekah Lyons this 
Tuesday at Third. Rebekah Lyons will speak on the topic “You Are Free”  as well as introduce 
her new book, Rhythms of Renewal. We will also have worship led by Brooke Wright and a 
team of musicians. Tickets available: changingseasons.com/richmond.
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FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents or 
Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

Student Ministry: Sunday Night Gatherings
Students in 7th–12th grade are welcome to join us on Sunday evenings in the Fellowship Hall 
from 7:00–8:30 p.m. Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) 
with any questions.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Our new season of adult Sunday school classes has started! If you’ve never checked out our 
Sunday morning classes, it’s the perfect time to start. All classes meet at 10:00 a.m. For full 
class descriptions, visit: thirdrva.org/sunday-discipleship.

Questions about our Sunday school classes? Contact Derek Mondeau at derekm@thirdrva.org.

Delta: Young Adult  
Community and Conversation 
Room 217

Are you in your 20–30s or college age 
and looking for a place to connect with 
others and grow at Third? Join us for coffee, 
conversation and teaching on how to  
connect faith to daily life, work, relationships 
and culture.

Good News Class
Room 101

Expository Bible teaching of the Gospel of 
Mark in the tradition of inductive Bible study. 
Our teachers ask the three classic questions 
of each text: (i) what does it say; (ii) what 
did it mean to them (the original audience); 
and (iii) what does it mean to us? This class 
is centered on understanding and applying 
God’s word for his glory and our growth as 
his people. 

Study of Acts
Room 213

The Reveal Class will continue our study of 
the book of Acts, exploring through UP, IN 
and OUT observations the missionary themes 
that Luke narrates. The mission of God’s 
people always involves our theology, our 
community, and our outreach.

Metamorphosis Class
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

We are a diverse community seeking God’s 
healing and wholeness for the brokenness  
in our lives and families through safe, 
authentic Christian relationships. This fall, 
we’ll read Falling Upward: A Spirituality  
for the Two Halves of Life, by Richard Rohr.  
We’ll examine how our brokenness can  
be the springboard for spiritual growth,  
no matter what half of life we are in.



¡Bienvenido! 欢迎!  Добро пожаловать!

We’re so glad you’re here.

WELCOME!

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | Twitter Facebook-Square Instagram @thirdrva | 804-282-4645 

Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians

If you’re new with us, we’d love to get to know you. Fill out 
one of the Connect Cards in front of you, drop it in the offering 
plate, and we’ll be in touch. 

3. FIND COMMUNITY

2. LEARN ABOUT THIRD

1. CONNECT WITH US

Feel free to stop by our welcome table in the hallway off  
the front of the sanctuary to learn more about our community. 
For more information, visit our website at thirdrva.org.

Our parish groups provide the opportunity for each person 
at Third to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city.  
Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life. 


