
Called together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ.

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8, 2019

“God will personally deliver uncomfortable grace to our doorstep, 
not to harm us, but to help us. Like Jonah, we will experience  

pain and suffering from the hand of God because it's the only way 
for our running hearts to be brought near to God again.”

PAUL DAVID TRIPP

RU N N I NG 
FROM GOD



As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” 
with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s 
works of salvation and renewal. Not only do 
we mark the seasons of the Christian year 
through the readings and music in our worship 
service, we also use colors and textures to 
enrich our space and experience of worship.

We are in the six-month period of Ordinary 
Time when we remember the story of God’s 
people as told throughout the Old and 
New Testaments. In Ordinary Time we 
are reminded that we are part of a great 
community of believers throughout time  
and history that has been called together 
to bear witness to God’s promises and 
presence in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus 
and his kingdom. The color of this season is 
green, representing the way God is at work 
sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms  
we experience year by year in his creation, 
and the way God is calling and empowering 
his Church to join in the work of renewing  
all things.

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “Toccata and Fugue in F Major” Jeff Hummel 
  (Dietrich Buxtehude)

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Psalm 51:10

Leader: Make our hearts clean, O God, and renew a right spirit within us.
People: Amen.

Silent Preparation for Worship
Let’s quiet our hearts in preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 145

Leader: The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.

People: The Lord is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.

Leader: The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down.

People:  The Lord is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all  
he has made.

Leader: Our mouths will speak in praise of the Lord.

Everyone: Let every creature praise his holy name forever and ever! 

Prayer of Adoration

† Song of Praise “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” #538 in the Hymnal 
  “Almighty God”  Music on page 4

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 
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ALMIGHTY GOD
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Leader: Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our sinfulness,  
our shortcomings, and our offense against you.

People: You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from your 
ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. 

Leader: Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we are ashamed and sorry for all we have done 
to displease you.

People: Forgive our sins, and help us to live in your light and walk in  
your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Silent Confession
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CONFESSING

Words of Comfort

Leader: Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn?

Everyone: Only Christ.

Leader: And Christ died for us, Christ rose for us,  
Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.  
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  
The old life has gone; the new life has begun! 
Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace.

Everyone: Thanks be to God!

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple like 
“Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING

Our Offerings
Pray for our mission partners Tom and Tisha Phillips, as they train people for ministry to 
unreached peoples of the world and engage in sharing the gospel of Christ in Wales.

Offertory “Wake Up” Team 
(8:45 and 11:15 services)

We have seen the pain that shaped our hearts, 
And in our shame we’re still breathing. 

‘Cause we have seen the hope of your healing. 
Rising from our souls is the feeling we are drawing close. 
Your light is shining through.

Wake up, wake up, wake up, all you sleepers. 
Stand up, stand up, stand up, all you dreamers. 
Hands up, hands up, hands up, all believers. 
Take up your cross, carry it on.

All that you reveal with light in us 
Will come to life and start breathing.

Here we stand, our hearts are yours.  
Not our will but yours be done.
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THANKSGIVING

Offertory “Yes, My Jesus Loves Me” Choir 
(10:00 service only) (McDonald)

Jesus loves me! This I know, for the Bible tells me so. 
Little ones to him belong; they are weak but he is strong. 
Yes, my Jesus loves me!

Jesus loves me! He who died heaven’s gates to open wide! 
He will wash away my sin, let his little child come in. 
Yes, my Jesus loves me!

Jesus loves me! Loves me still, tho’ I’m very weak and ill; 
From his shining throne on high, comes to watch me where I lie.

Yes, Jesus loves me! Yes, Jesus loves me!  
Yes, Jesus loves me! The Bible tells me so.

Jesus loves me! He will stay close beside me all the way; 
He’s prepared a home for me and someday his face I’ll see. 
Yes, my Jesus loves me!

† Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Jonah 1:1–6

1 The word of the Lord came to Jonah son of Amittai: 2 “Go to the great city of Nineveh and 
preach against it, because its wickedness has come up before me.”

3 But Jonah ran away from the Lord and headed for Tarshish. He went down to Joppa, where he 
found a ship bound for that port. After paying the fare, he went aboard and sailed for Tarshish 
to flee from the Lord.

4 Then the Lord sent a great wind on the sea, and such a violent storm arose that the ship 
threatened to break up. 5 All the sailors were afraid and each cried out to his own god.  
And they threw the cargo into the sea to lighten the ship.

But Jonah had gone below deck, where he lay down and fell into a deep sleep. 6 The captain 
went to him and said, “How can you sleep? Get up and call on your god! Maybe he will take 
notice of us so that we will not perish.”

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message 
  “Running From God“ 
  Corey Widmer
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RESPONDING

† Song of Response “Lord, I Need You” Words below

Lord, I come, I confess; bowing here, I find my rest. 
And without you, I fall apart. You're the one that guides my heart.

Lord, I need you, oh, I need you. Every hour I need you. 
My one defense, my righteousness; oh God, how I need you.

Where sin runs deep, your grace is more. Where grace is found is where you are. 
And where you are, Lord, I am free. Holiness is Christ in me.

So teach my song to rise to you when temptation comes my way. 
And when I cannot stand, I'll fall on you. Jesus, you're my hope and stay.

Prayers of the People

Leader: Father, we confess our running hearts. We admit that we rebel against your 
goodness and glory every day, and we constantly take our lives into our own 
hands. We submit to your disruptive grace, knowing that only in your hands  
are we free. 

 Lord, in your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: Lord Jesus, your grace is the hope of the world. Have mercy on those who have 
been devastated by the recent hurricane. Have mercy on those shattered by 
illness and death. Have mercy on those trapped in conflict and pain. Draw near 
to our hurting and broken world, and set us free with your grace. 

 Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: Holy Spirit, as we begin this new season in life, work and school, empower us to 
respond obediently to your calling, to love every person in our path, and to join 
you in your work of renewal. Without your help, we can do nothing. 

 Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
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Prayer Needs

For health: Frances Eichost, Brad Bishop, Noel and Stephanie Brooks, Marriott Jackson,  
David Hacker, Ruth Anne Blakely, Julie Walden, Mary Ann Hancock, Christie Geraty,  
Milton Jones, Charles Ellison

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones: Mark Mendez (grandfather, 8/27);  
John Hanscom (Lou Hanscom, wife, 8/21); Lee Sauvain (mother, 8/20); Chip Buehler  
(father, 8/14), James and David Hacker (Myrtle Hacker, mother, 8/12); Betty Cox (8/8); 
Rebecca Hatton (brother, 8/7); Rich Ruch, Jen Martin (mother, grandmother, 7/26);  
Erika Gouverneur (brother, 7/9); Will Allen (grandmother, 6/29); Anne Allen (6/15);  
Amy Grigg (father, 6/12)

For Metro Richmond: We pray for schools and educational institutions of metropolitan 
Richmond: for all public, private and religious schools; for students, teachers and support 
personnel, including cafeteria workers, building and grounds staff, and school bus drivers;  
for all pre-schools and daycare centers; and for children in home schools.
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SENDING

† Song of Commission “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” #521 in the Hymnal

Come, thou Fount of every blessing, tune my heart to sing thy grace;   
Streams of mercy, never ceasing, call for songs of loudest praise.   
Teach me some melodious sonnet, sung by flaming tongues above.   
Praise the mount—I’m fixed upon it—mount of God’s unchanging love. 

Here I raise my Ebenezer; hither by thy help I’ve come;   
And I hope, by thy good pleasure, safely to arrive at home.   
Jesus sought me when a stranger, wandering from the fold of God;   
He, to rescue me from danger, interposed his precious blood. 

Oh, that day when, freed from sinning, I shall see thy lovely face. 
Clothed, then, in the blood-washed linen, how I'll sing thy wondrous grace. 
Come, my Lord, no longer tarry; take my ransomed soul away. 
Send thine angels now to carry me to realms of endless day!

Oh, to grace how great a debtor daily I’m constrained to be!   
Let that grace now, like a fetter, bind my wandering heart to thee:   
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it, prone to leave the God I love;   
Here’s my heart, oh, take and seal it; seal it for thy courts above. 
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SENDING

† Commission and Benediction

Leader:  For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can boast.

People:  For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works,  
which God prepared in advance for us to do.

Postlude “Postlude: O Worship the King” Jeff Hummel 
(11:15 service only) (Paul Laubengayer)

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of our mission partners Tom and Tisha Phillips, as they train 
people for ministry to unreached peoples of the world and engage in sharing the gospel of 
Christ in Wales.

Today we celebrate the birth of three children:

The birth of Wesley John Alderson to Dana and C.J. Alderson on August 22. 

The birth of Noah Myron Rhorer to Kira and Sean Rhorer on September 3.

The birth of Eleanor Peyton (Nell) Cox to Lizzie and Peyton Cox on September 3.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Serve with CARITAS and their ministry: The Healing Place 
September 28 – October 4
Our new initiative with CARITAS, called Bridge Week, is coming soon! During Bridge Week, 
there are many opportunities to serve including packing lunches, hosting an activity night, and 
gathering donations for kits of cleaning supplies. There’s a spot for anyone—young and old, 
families, groups and individuals. For all the ways you can serve, visit: thirdrva.org/events. 

Last Call! Newcomers Class: Next class starts Sunday, September 15
Our Newcomers Class provides an opportunity for you to learn about Third’s vision for worship, 
discipleship, community, serving and outreach. At the end of the class, you can choose to 
become a covenant partner of our church family. Class begins Sunday morning, September 15  
(10:00 a.m.) then will meet again the following weekend (Friday evening, September 20 and 
Saturday afternoon, September 21). Sign up and learn more: thirdrva.org/newcomers.

Immigrant and Refugee Tutoring: Looking for New Tutors! 
Join our thriving tutoring program where tutors are matched one-on-one with a student.  
On Wednesday evenings (from 6:45 – 7:45 p.m.) they meet together for homework help or 
extra reading practice. No experience necessary! Tutoring runs for 10 weeks and begins on 
September 18. More info and to sign up: thirdrva.org/events.

Women’s Groups Starting this Week!
Many different women's groups–for women of all ages–are starting up again for the fall. They 
are open to anyone, so please join us. Be sure to check out Sara’s Circle of Friends this Tuesday 
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. in the Parlor with Rev. David Singh as a special guest. For a full 
list of groups, visit: thirdrva.org/womens-groups.

Guided Tour of the Bible 
A new section kicks off on September 12 with the Gospels!
This 5-week study digs into one section of the Bible, looking at a different book each week,  
so we can better understand and be impacted by its message. Ed Satterfield authored the Tour 
and leads our time. Our next study will run September 12 – October 10 and will focus on the 
Gospels. More info and to sign up: thirdrva.org/events.
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FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents or 
Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

Student Ministry: Sunday Night Gatherings
Students in 7th–12th grade are welcome to join us on Sunday evening in the Fellowship Hall 
from 7:00–8:30 p.m. Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) 
with any questions.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Today we kick off a new slate of adult Sunday school classes. If you’ve never checked out our 
Sunday morning classes, it’s the perfect time to start. All classes meet at 10:00 a.m. For full 
class descriptions, visit: thirdrva.org/sunday-discipleship.

Delta: Young Adult  
Community and Conversation 
Room 217

Are you in your 20–30s or college age 
and looking for a place to connect with 
others and grow at Third? Join us for coffee, 
conversation and teaching on how to  
connect faith to daily life, work, relationships 
and culture.

Study of Acts
Room 213

The Reveal Class will continue our study of 
the book of Acts, exploring through UP, IN 
and OUT observations the missionary themes 
that Luke narrates. The mission of God’s 
people always involves our theology, our 
community, and our outreach.

Dave Ramsey’s  
Financial Peace University
Room 215

The money class that will change your life. 
No matter where you are with your money, 
this class will teach you to create a budget, 
pay off debt, spend and save wisely, and 
give generously. First class open and free to 
learn more about joining us for the semester!

Good News Class
Room 101

Expository Bible teaching of the Gospel of 
Mark in the tradition of inductive Bible study. 
Our teachers ask the three classic questions 
of each text: (i) what does it say; (ii) what 
did it mean to them (the original audience); 
and (iii) what does it mean to us? This class 
is centered on understanding and applying 
God’s word for his glory and our growth as 
his people. 

Metamorphosis Class
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

We are a diverse community seeking God’s 
healing and wholeness for the brokenness  
in our lives and families through safe, 
authentic Christian relationships. This fall, 
we’ll read Falling Upward: A Spirituality  
for the Two Halves of Life, by Richard Rohr.  
We’ll examine how our brokenness can  
be the springboard for spiritual growth,  
no matter what half of life we are in.

Questions about our Sunday school classes? 
Contact Derek at derekm@thirdrva.org.
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Chesterfield: Home of Holly & Don Smith
(Time change: 5:00 – 7:00 p.m.) 
3174 Three Bridge Rd, Powhatan, VA 23139

City South: Forest Hill Park
4021 Forest Hill Ave, Richmond, VA 23225 
Meet between playground and tennis courts 
Rain Location: 5315 Caledonia Rd

City East: Three Lakes Park
400 Sausiluta Dr, Richmond, VA 23227 
Rain Location: 9821 Harvest Honey Rd

City North: Meadow Crump Park
3400 Mountain Rd, Glen Allen, VA 23060 (Shelter 2)

Gayton: Community West Pavilion 
2340 Pump Rd, Henrico, VA 23233

Grove: St. Giles Church
5200 Grove Ave, Richmond, VA 23226

Lauderdale: Community West Pavilion 
2340 Pump Rd, Henrico, VA 23233

Mooreland: Deep Run Park
8917 Tolman Rd, Richmond, VA 23229

Northwest: Home of Valerie & Garrett Holland
18104 Dogwood Trail Rd, Rockville, VA 23146

Ridge: Third Church Playground / Fellowship Hall
600 Forest Ave, Richmond, VA 23229

River West: Home of Andi and Brian Redmond
9709 Old Club Trace, Richmond, VA 23238

Three Chopt: Kanawha Pavilion 
8100 Holmes Ave, Richmond, VA 23229

Parish 
Area Fall 
Gatherings
Today, 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.  
in your parish area.

This afternoon, each parish area 
across the Richmond area is 
hosting a cookout to share food, 
meet one another, and celebrate 
the start of fall. And we want you 
to be there. 

Never been to a parish group 
before? That’s fine! 

This is a chance for everyone at 
Third to connect with others in our 
community who live near you. 
You’ll get the opportunity to meet 
your Shepherding Elders, Deacons, 
and parish group leaders, and just 
enjoy a meal together.

Find your parish area: 
thirdrva.org/parish-life



¡Bienvenido! 欢迎!  Добро пожаловать!

We’re so glad you’re here.

WELCOME!

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | Twitter Facebook-Square Instagram @thirdrva | 804-282-4645 

Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians

Visit our website (thirdrva.org), sign up for our ministry emails 
(thirdrva.org/signup), and pick up a copy of Third Press, our 
monthly newsletter, from around the church.

3. FIND COMMUNITY

2. JOIN US FOR COFFEE

1. LEARN ABOUT THIRD

Join us for our Welcome Coffee today at 10:00 a.m. in the 
Parlor. You’ll meet a few people and learn about Third’s vision 
and beliefs, and how you can get involved.

Our parish groups provide the opportunity for each person 
at Third to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city.  
Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life. 


