
Called together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ.

FAITH AND WORK SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 1, 2019

“The life of faith is not a life of mounting up with wings,  
but a life of walking and not fainting.”

OSWALD CHAMBERS



As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” 
with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s 
works of salvation and renewal. Not only do 
we mark the seasons of the Christian year 
through the readings and music in our worship 
service, we also use colors and textures to 
enrich our space and experience of worship.

We are in the six-month period of Ordinary 
Time when we remember the story of God’s 
people as told throughout the Old and 
New Testaments. In Ordinary Time we 
are reminded that we are part of a great 
community of believers throughout time  
and history that has been called together 
to bear witness to God’s promises and 
presence in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus 
and his kingdom. The color of this season is 
green, representing the way God is at work 
sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms  
we experience year by year in his creation, 
and the way God is calling and empowering 
his Church to join in the work of renewing  
all things.

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “O God Beyond All Praising” Jeff Hummel 
  (Holst/arr. Thiman)

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Isaiah 30:15

Leader: In returning and rest is your salvation, 
in quietness and in trust is your strength. 

People: Amen.

Silent Preparation for Worship
Let’s quiet our hearts in preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 90

Leader: Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. 
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world, 
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

People: Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, 
that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.

Leader: Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, 
for as many years as we have seen trouble. 
May your deeds be shown to your servants, your splendor to their children.

People: May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; 
establish the work of our hands for us— 
yes, establish the work of our hands.

Prayer of Adoration

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 
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GATHERING

† Song of Praise “Come Away from Rush and Hurry” Words below

Come away from rush and hurry to the stillness of God’s peace; 
From our vain ambition’s worry, come to Christ and find release. 
Come away from noise and clamor, life’s demands and frenzied pace; 
Come to join the people gathered here to seek and find God’s face.

In the pastures of God’s goodness we lie down to rest our soul. 
From the waters of his mercy we drink deeply, are made whole. 
At the table of his presence all his saints are richly fed. 
With the oil of his anointing into service we are led.

Come, then, children, with your burdens–life’s confusions, fears, and pain. 
Leave them at the cross of Jesus; take instead his kingdom’s reign. 
Bring your thirsts, for he will quench them–he alone will satisfy. 
All our longings find attainment when to self we gladly die.

† Song of Praise “Great Are You, Lord”  Words below

You give life. You are love. You bring light to the darkness. 
You give hope. You restore every heart that is broken.

And great are you, Lord.

It’s your breath in our lungs,  
So we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise. 
It’s your breath in our lungs, 
So we pour out our praise to you only.

And all the earth will shout your praise. 
Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing, 
“Great are you, Lord!”
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Leader: We praise you, Holy God, for your steadfast love 
given to us in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Hold us by your grace, even as we have sinned against it 
and marred our relationship with you and our neighbor. 
We repent of our sins and long for you to restore us.

People: In your great love come, cleanse, heal and help us, 
that we may live out our days 
to the praise of your grace 
and to the glory of your holy Name. 
Amen.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort and Assurance  From Lamentations 3:22–24

Leader: But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope:

People: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness!

Leader: Sisters and brothers, hear the good news: in Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

People: Thanks be to God!

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple like 
“Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING

Our Offerings
Pray for our mission partners Richmond Christian Leadership Initiative (RCLI) as they seek to 
train young leaders to address the issues of the city from a Christ-centered perspective.

Noisy Offering (8:45 and 10:00 services)

Interview with Drew Cleveland

† Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Hebrews 11:1–2, 8–12

1 Faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not yet seen. 2 This is what the 
ancients were commended for.

8 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, 
obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going. 9 By faith he made his 
home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac 
and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise. 10 For he was looking forward to the 
city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God. 11 And by faith even Sarah, who 
was past childbearing age, was enabled to bear children because she considered him faithful 
who had made the promise. 12 And so from this one man, and he as good as dead, came 
descendants as numerous as the stars in the sky and as countless as the sand on the seashore.

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message 
  “Laboring By Faith“ 
  Gina Maio
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RESPONDING

We respond to God’s word.

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Everyone: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, 
you have made us in your image and for yourself. 
You have made this good world for us to tend and to enjoy. 
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You sought your ancient people when they strayed from you. 
You freed them from the oppressor and brought them home. 
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You have sent your Son to bring us home to you. 
By his Incarnation–

People: You have found us.

Leader: By his Death–
People: You have forgiven us.

Leader: By his Resurrection–
People: You have freed us. 

Leader: God, our Father, 
People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.
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RESPONDING

In union with Jesus Christ of Nazareth, our Great High Priest, and with all who worship you, 
both in heaven and on earth, we offer you our praise, singing:

Holy, holy, holy Lord (Holy, holy, holy Lord) 
God of power and might (God of power and might) 
Heaven and earth are full of your glory (Heaven and earth are full of your glory) 
Hosanna in the highest (Hosanna in the highest) 
Blessed is he (Blessed is he) 
Blessed is he (Blessed is he) 
Who comes in the name of the Lord (Who comes in the name of the Lord) 
Hosanna in the highest (Hosanna in the highest)

Words of Institution  From 1 Corinthians 11:23–26

“The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same 
way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you eat this bread and drink this 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy Spirit on our bread and 
wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of Christ, and on your people, 
that we may be the body of Christ, reconciled to you and to each other by his 
blood. By your Holy Spirit make us—

People: One with Christ, 
one with each other, 
and one in mission to all the world,

Leader: Until Christ shall come in final victory 
and we feast together at his heavenly banquet. 
We cry, Maranatha!

People: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.
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RESPONDING

The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because the 
bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When we come 
forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the Holy Spirit, 
extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome anyone to the table who is willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by the cost 
of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide 
me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the light and life you 
promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but through 
you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on 
the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete acceptance. Knowing that you 
have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.
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RESPONDING

Communion Song “Your Labor Is Not in Vain” Words below

Your labor is not in vain, 
Though the ground underneath you is cursed and stained. 
Your planting and reaping are never the same, 
But your labor is not in vain.

Your labor is not unknown, 
Though the rocks they cry out and the sea it may groan. 
The place of your toil may not seem like a home, 
But your labor is not unknown.

I am with you, I am with you. 
I am with you, I am with you. 
For I have called you, called you by name. 
Your labor is not in vain.

The vineyards you plant will bear fruit. 
The fields will sing out and rejoice with the truth, 
For all that is old will at last be made new: 
The vineyards you plant will bear fruit.

The houses you labored to build 
Will finally with laughter and joy be filled. 
The serpent that hurts and destroys will be killed, 
And all that is broken be healed.
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RESPONDING

Communion Song  “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”  Choir 
(8:45 service only) (Mallory)

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast save in the death of Christ my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood.

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all!

Prayer Needs

For health: Frances Eichost, Brad Bishop, Noel and Stephanie Brooks, Marriott Jackson,  
David Hacker, Ruth Anne Blakely, Julie Walden, Mary Ann Hancock, Christie Geraty,  
Milton Jones, Charles Ellison

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones: Mark Mendez (grandfather, 8/27);  
John Hanscom (Lou Hanscom, wife, 8/21); Lee Sauvain (mother, 8/20); Chip Buehler  
(father, 8/14), James and David Hacker (Myrtle Hacker, mother, 8/12); Betty Cox (8/8); 
Rebecca Hatton (brother, 8/7); Rich Ruch, Jen Martin (mother, grandmother, 7/26);  
Erika Gouverneur (brother, 7/9); Will Allen (grandmother, 6/29); Anne Allen (6/15);  
Amy Grigg (father, 6/12)

For Metro Richmond: We pray for schools and educational institutions of metropolitan 
Richmond: for all superintendents, school boards, school administrators, PTAs, teachers, 
students, and staff.
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SENDING

† Song of Commission “Establish the Work of Our Hands” Worship Team

If you don’t build it, we labor in vain. 
Without your Spirit, we stand with no strength. 
I know my time is passing away, 
But the works of your hands are what will remain. 
Let the favor of the Lord rest upon us.

O Lord, establish the work of our hands, 
O Lord, establish the work of our hands.

Teach us to number the length of our days. 
Pour out your power; we’ll pour out your praise. 
Teach us to run, to finish the race, 
For only what’s done in love will remain. 
Let the favor of the Lord rest upon us.

O Lord, establish the work of our hands, 
O Lord, establish the work of our hands. 
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

† Commission and Benediction  “Commission for Human Work” 

Leader: Let the fishers and farmers bless you, great God, the gardeners sing your praise.  
May the cooks and servers bless you, O Lord,

People:  Establish the work of our hands.

Leader:  Let the healers and caregivers bless you, great God, the mental health workers 
sing your praise. May the firemen, policemen and EMTs bless you, O Lord,

People:  Establish the work of our hands.

Leader:  Let the creators of wealth bless you, great God, the entrepreneurs sing  
your praise. May the unemployed and under-employed bless you, O Lord,

People:  Establish the work of our hands.
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SENDING

Leader:  Let the artists and artisans bless you, great God, the musicians and dancers  
sing your praise. May the writers and poets bless you, O Lord,

People:  Establish the work of our hands.

Leader:  Let the scientists and scholars bless you, great God, the engineers and architects 
sing your praise. May the fixers and builders bless you, O Lord,

People:  Establish the work of our hands.

Leader:  Let the teachers and parents bless you, great God, the attorneys and judges  
sing your praise. May the pastors and missionaries bless you, O Lord,

People:  Establish the work of our hands.

Everyone: Let all who work with their minds, hearts and hands  
bless you, great God.

Postlude “Postlude in G Major” Jeff Hummel 
(11:15 service only) (G. F. Handel)

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of our mission partners Richmond Christian Leadership 
Initiative (RCLI) as they seek to train young leaders to address the issues of the city from a 
Christ-centered perspective.

Today we celebrate the birth of Theodore John (Theo) Vinson, born on August 27 to Alexa 
and Braxton Vinson.



16

NEWS & EVENTS

Parish Area Fall Gatherings 
Next Sunday, September 8, 4:00 p.m., in your parish area
On September 8, each parish area across the Richmond area is hosting a cookout to share 
food, meet one another, and celebrate the start of fall. And we want you to be there. Never 
been to a parish group before? That’s fine! This is a chance for everyone at Third to connect 
with others in our community who live near you. You’ll get the opportunity to meet your 
Shepherding Elders, Deacons, and parish group leaders, and just enjoy a meal together.  
Find your parish area and gathering location: thirdrva.org/parish-life. 

Sunday School Kickoff! Next Sunday, September 8, 10:00 a.m.
All our Sunday morning classes happen at 10:00 a.m. and are available for everyone from  
2 years old to adults. For all our class information, from kids to students and adults, visit  
thirdrva.org/fall-2019.

Immigrant and Refugee Tutoring: Looking for New Tutors! 
Join our thriving tutoring program where tutors are matched one-on-one with a student.  
On Wednesday evenings (from 6:45 – 7:45 p.m.) they meet together for homework help or 
extra reading practice. No experience necessary! Tutoring runs for 10 weeks and begins on 
September 18. More info and to sign up: thirdrva.org/events.

Dave Ramsey/Financial Peace University – Class starts next Sunday, September 8
No matter where you are with your money, this 10-week class will teach you to create a 
budget, pay off debt, spend and save wisely, and give generously! This special class will run 
from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. (with childcare for newborn - 6th grade). Pre-registration is not 
required! The class is being offered by Third at reduced pricing: $59/individual, $99/couple. 
Scholarships available. Contact Valerie Holland (valerieh@thirdrva.org) with any questions.

Women’s Ministry: Rebekah Lyons is coming to Third! 
Tuesday, September 17, 7:00 p.m.
At this special evening event for women across Richmond, Rebekah Lyons will speak on the 
topic “You Are Free” as well as introduce her new book Rhythms of Renewal. We will also have 
worship led by Brooke Wright and a team of musicians. We expect this event to sell out, so 
register today! Tickets: thirdrva.org/events. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Jobs for Life begins Monday, September 9! Champions needed! 
Jobs for Life continues this fall, changing lives through this biblically-based jobs ministry. If you 
are unemployed, under-employed or unhappy in your employment; if you would like to be a 
Champion for someone who is; or if you can help provide a meal for the class, please visit  
thirdrva.org/jobsforlife or connect with Ginger James in the Steeple Corridor this morning. 

Club 56 Kickoff Dinner and Parent Meeting 
Wednesday, September 11, 6:30 p.m.
Fifth and sixth grade students and their families are invited to learn more about the ministry 
of Club 56, meet the Sunday morning teaching team, and learn about the Wednesday night 
meetings. We’ll enjoy dinner together and then our students will gather while the parents have  
a short meeting. RSVP by September 4: andreaw@thirdrva.org.

Guided Tour of the Bible 
A new section kicks off on September 12 with the Gospels!
This 5-week study digs into one section of the Bible, looking at a different book each week,  
so we can better understand and be impacted by its message. Ed Satterfield authored the Tour 
and leads our time. Our next study will run September 12 – October 10 and will focus on the 
Gospels. More info and to sign up: thirdrva.org/events.

Newcomers Class: Next class starts Sunday, September 15
Our Newcomers Class provides an opportunity for you to learn about Third’s vision for worship, 
discipleship, community, serving and outreach. At the end of the class, you can choose to 
become a covenant partner of our church family. Class begins Sunday morning, September 15  
(10:00 a.m.) then will meet again the following weekend (Friday evening, September 20 and 
Saturday afternoon, September 21). Sign up and learn more: thirdrva.org/newcomers.
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FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

In the summer, we encourage families to worship together in the Sanctuary, as we believe that 
it’s important to learn—even from a young age—to worship with your whole church community.

Nursery care is still available during all services for children aged Kindergarten and younger.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

Sunday school for our children and students, 2 year olds through high school, will 
begin again at 10:00 a.m. next Sunday, September 8. For more information, visit 
thirdrva.org/family-ministry-sunday-morning.



19

SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Next Sunday, September 8, we kick off a new slate of adult Sunday school classes. If you’ve 
never checked out our Sunday morning classes, it’s the perfect time to start. All classes meet at 
10:00 a.m. For full class descriptions, visit: thirdrva.org/sunday-discipleship.

Note: Today, September 1, there is only one class meeting. Our Delta class is meeting in 
Room 217. Read decription above for more information.

Delta: Young Adult  
Community and Conversation 
Room 217

Are you in your 20–30s or college age 
and looking for a place to connect with 
others and grow at Third? Join us for coffee, 
conversation and teaching on how to  
connect faith to daily life, work, relationships 
and culture.

Study of Acts
Room 213

The Reveal Class will continue our study 
of the book of Acts, exploring through UP, 
IN and OUT observations, the missionary 
themes that Luke narrates. The mission of 
God’s people always involves our theology, 
our community, and our outreach.

Dave Ramsey’s  
Financial Peace University
Room 215

The money class that will change your life. 
No matter where you are with your money, 
this class will teach you to create a budget, 
pay off debt, spend and save wisely, and 
give generously. First class open and free to 
learn more about joining us for the semester!

Good News Class
Room 101

Expository Bible teaching of the Gospel of 
Mark in the tradition of inductive Bible study. 
Our teachers ask the three classic questions 
of each text: (i) what does it say; (ii) what 
did it mean to them (the original audience); 
and (iii) what does it mean to us? This class 
is centered on understanding and applying 
God’s word forhis glory and our growth as 
his people. 

Metamorphosis Class
Vault Room, 500 Forest Avenue

We are a diverse community seeking God’s 
healing and wholeness for the brokenness  
in our lives and families through safe, 
authentic Christian relationships. This fall, 
we’ll read Falling Upward: A Spirituality  
for the Two Halves of Life, by Richard Rohr.  
We’ll examine how our brokenness can  
be the springboard for spiritual growth,  
no matter what half of life we are in.

Questions about our Sunday school classes? 
Contact Derek at derekm@thirdrva.org.



¡Bienvenido! 欢迎!  Добро пожаловать!

We’re so glad you’re here.

WELCOME!

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | Twitter Facebook-Square Instagram @thirdrva | 804-282-4645 

Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians

Visit our website (thirdrva.org), sign up for our ministry emails 
(thirdrva.org/signup), and pick up a copy of Third Press, our 
monthly newsletter, from around the church.

3. FIND COMMUNITY

2. JOIN US FOR COFFEE

1. LEARN ABOUT THIRD

Join us for our Welcome Coffee next Sunday, September 8,  
at 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor. You’ll meet a few people and learn 
about Third’s vision and beliefs, and how you can get involved.

Our parish groups provide the opportunity for each person 
at Third to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city.  
Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life. 


