
Called together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ.

SUNDAY, AUGUST 25, 2019

“God instituted prayer in order to  
lend to his creatures the dignity of causality.”

BLAISE PASCAL

 the prayer
 of faith



As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” 
with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s 
works of salvation and renewal. Not only do 
we mark the seasons of the Christian year 
through the readings and music in our worship 
service, we also use colors and textures to 
enrich our space and experience of worship.

We are in the six-month period of Ordinary 
Time when we remember the story of God’s 
people as told throughout the Old and 
New Testaments. In Ordinary Time we 
are reminded that we are part of a great 
community of believers throughout time  
and history that has been called together 
to bear witness to God’s promises and 
presence in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus 
and his kingdom. The color of this season is 
green, representing the way God is at work 
sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms  
we experience year by year in his creation, 
and the way God is calling and empowering 
his Church to join in the work of renewing  
all things.

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 



3

GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “Voluntary in A Major” Jeff Hummel 
  (William Selby)

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Psalm 46:10

Leader: Be still, and know that I am God. 
I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth.

People: Amen.

Silent Preparation for Worship
Let’s quiet our hearts in preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 90

Leader: Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. 
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world, 
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

People: Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, 
that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.

Leader: Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, 
for as many years as we have seen trouble. 
May your deeds be shown to your servants, your splendor to their children.

People: May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; 
establish the work of our hands for us— 
yes, establish the work of our hands.

Prayer of Adoration

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 
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GATHERING

† Song of Praise “Come, Thou Almighty King” #492 in the Hymnal 
  “Our Great God”  Words below

Eternal God, unchanging, mysterious and unknown; 
Your boundless love unfailing, grace and mercy shown. 
Bright seraphim in ceaseless flight around your glorious throne, 
They raise their voices day and night in praise to you alone.

Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God! 
Hallelujah! Glory be to our great God!

Lord, we are weak and frail, helpless in the storm; 
Surround us with your angels, hold us in your arms. 
Our cold and ruthless enemy, his pleasure is our harm; 
Rise up, O Lord, and he will flee before our sovereign God.

Let every creature in the sea and every flying bird, 
Let every mountain, every field and valley of the earth, 
Let all the moons and all the stars in all the universe 
Sing praises to the living God who rules them by his word.
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Leader: Let us come with humble and repentant hearts to the Lord.

People: We all, like sheep, have gone astray.  
Each of us has turned to our own way;  
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Silent Confession

Song of Comfort “Psalm 103 (The Lord Is Merciful)” Music on page 6

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple like 
“Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”



6

PSALM 103 (THE LORD IS MERCIFUL)
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THANKSGIVING

Our Offerings
Pray for our mission partner Tim Cole and Strategies To Elevate People (STEP), surrounding 
and supporting leaders in the urban community with compassion, prayer, and action to defeat 
physical and spiritual poverty.

Noisy Offering (8:45 and 10:00 services)

Offertory “Glory Bound” Worship Team 
(8:45 and 10:00 services) (Moody)

When I hear that trumpet sound 
I will lay my burdens down. 
I will lay them deep into the ground, 
Then I’ll know that I am glory bound.

I’ll be travelling far from home 
But I won’t be looking for to roam. 
I’ll be crossing o’er the great divide; 
In a better home soon I will reside.

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!

When I’m in my resting place, 
I’ll look on my mother’s face. 
Nevermore will I have to know 
All the loneliness that plagues me so.

So I’m waiting for that train to come 
And I know where she’s coming from. 
Listen, can you hear her on the track? 
When I board I won’t be looking back.

Hallelujah! Hallelujah!
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THANKSGIVING

Offertory “Shine On Us” Choir 
(11:15 service only) (Smith)

Lord, let your light, light of your face, shine on us. 
Lord, let your light, light of your face, shine on us. 
That we may be saved, that we may have life, 
To find our way in the darkest night. 
Let your light shine on us.

Lord, let your grace, grace from your hand, fall on us. 
Lord, let your grace, grace from your hand, fall on us. 
That we may be saved, that we may have life, 
To find our way in the darkest night. 
Let your grace fall on us.

Lord, let your love, love with no end, come over us. 
Lord, let your love, love with no end, come over us. 
That we may be saved, that we may have life, 
To find our way in the darkest night. 
Let your love come over us.

Let your grace fall on us.  Let your light shine on us. 
Shine on us, O Lord.

† Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  James 5:13–20

13 Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of 
praise. 14 Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over them 
and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord. 15 And the prayer offered in faith will make  
the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be forgiven.  
16 Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed. 
The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective.

17 Elijah was a human being, even as we are. He prayed earnestly that it would not rain, and it 
did not rain on the land for three and a half years. 18 Again he prayed, and the heavens gave 
rain, and the earth produced its crops.

19 My brothers and sisters, if one of you should wander from the truth and someone should bring 
that person back, 20 remember this: Whoever turns a sinner from the error of their way will save 
them from death and cover over a multitude of sins.

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message 
  “The Prayer of Faith“ 
  Corey Widmer
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RESPONDING

The Book of James: A Faith That Matters

What is one topic in which you sense a prompting or conviction from the Holy Spirit?

JAMES 1:1–18 | THE TRIAL OF FAITH  

When we surrender in trust, God can use our suffering and trials to make  
us mature and whole. Admit your helplessness, seek wisdom, don’t compare 
your life to others, remember God’s goodness.

JAMES 1:18–27 | HEARING AND DOING  

The key to a transformed life is your relationship to the Word of God. Humbly 
listen to God’s Word, and then seek to live in costly obedience, which always 
brings freedom.

JAMES 2:1–13 | A NEW COMMUNITY  

When we show favoritism, or use earthly standards to determine one another’s 
worth, we oppose the gospel and violate God’s grace. Jesus blesses the poor 
and the weak. Learn to see people as Jesus sees them.

JAMES 2:14–26 | GENUINE FAITH  

We’re saved by faith alone, but never by faith that is alone. True faith is 
accompanied by a transformed life. The true quality of your faith is demonstrated 
by your daily commitment to follow Jesus and become more like him.

JAMES 3:1–12 | TAMING THE TONGUE  

If we seek spiritual transformation, we have to wrestle with our words. The sins 
of our speech reveal the depravity of our hearts. We need God’s mercy to heal 
our hearts and to help us use our words to encourage and love.

JAMES 3:13–18 | TRUE WISDOM  

True wisdom is revealed not by knowledge but by a life well lived. The wise 
person chooses the way of Jesus (“my life for yours”) over the way of self (“your 
life for mine”).
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RESPONDING

JAMES 4:1–12 | DIVIDED HEARTS  

At the heart of our problems is the problem of divided hearts. When we don’t 
give our full allegiance to God alone, we cause harm to ourselves and others. 
The path of healing is through confessing our spiritual adultery and receiving 
grace anew.

JAMES 4:13–5:6 | THE DANGER OF WEALTH  

Wealth and possessions easily lead us into presumption, self-indulgence and 
injustice. With God’s help, we can address this threat through humility, simplicity, 
and generosity, mirroring God’s own sacrificial generosity to us in Christ.

JAMES 5:7–12 | ACTIVE PATIENCE  

We can endure patiently in hardship because of the imminent return of Jesus. 
We actively wait for Jesus to come and renew all things, which gives us strength 
to respond wisely in the midst of trouble.

JAMES 5:13–20 | THE PRAYER OF FAITH  

A transformational faith is a praying faith. Prayer reflects a dependence on the 
Father, an admission of need, and a trust in God’s power to act.

Do not merely listen to the word,  
and so deceive yourselves.  
Do what it says.

What is one thing you will commit to do 
in response to this conviction?

Who will you share this commitment with 
and ask to hold you accountable to it?

JAMES 1:22
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Prayer Needs

For health: Frances Eichost, Brad Bishop, Noel and Stephanie Brooks, Marriott Jackson,  
David Hacker, Ruth Anne Blakely, Julie Walden, Mary Ann Hancock, Christie Geraty,  
Milton Jones, Charles Ellison

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones: John Hanscom (Lou Hanscom,  
wife, 8/21); Lee Sauvain (mother, 8/20); Chip Buehler (father, 8/14), James and David Hacker 
(Myrtle Hacker, mother, 8/12); Betty Cox (8/8); Rebecca Hatton (brother, 8/7); Rich Ruch,  
Jen Martin (mother, grandmother, 7/26); Erika Gouverneur (brother, 7/9); Will Allen 
(grandmother, 6/29); Anne Allen (6/15); Amy Grigg (father, 6/12)

For Metro Richmond: We pray for the workplaces and businesses of metropolitan Richmond: 
for full employment opportunities for our young people and heads of families, for the long-term 
unemployed, and for the under-employed.
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SENDING

† Song of Commission “Be Thou My Vision” #859 in the Hymnal

† Commission and Benediction  From 1 Thessalonians 5:23–24 

Leader:  May God himself, the God of peace,  
sanctify you through and through.  
May your whole spirit, soul and body  
be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

People:  The one who calls us is faithful, and he will do it.

Postlude “Toccata on ‘Old 100th’” Jeff Hummel 
(11:15 service only) (Michael Burkhardt)

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given by Amelia James Holbrook, Audrey Layne Bigelow and Nora Erin 
Bigelow in honor of the late James Layne Chambers (their Pop Pop) in celebration of his life and 
legacy as a devoted disciple of Jesus Christ.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Today! Info Meeting for Egypt Mission Trip – 11:15 a.m., Room 101
We’re hosting an informational meeting for a new short-term missions trip to Egypt (March 
8–18, 2020). This trip is open to all, though we’re looking specifically for medical professionals 
to join us. This trip is in partnership with the Christian Arabic Church, and will serve our Egyptian 
sister church, El Sharabia, together in Cairo. Come to this meeting for more info! 

Parish Area Fall Gatherings 
Sunday, September 8, 4:00 p.m., in your parish area
On September 8, each parish area across the Richmond area is hosting a cookout to share 
food, meet one another, and celebrate the start of fall. And we want you to be there. Never 
been to a parish group before? That’s fine! This is a chance for everyone at Third to connect 
with others in our community who live near you. You’ll get the opportunity to meet your 
Shepherding Elders, Deacons, and parish group leaders, and just enjoy a meal together.  
Find your parish area and gathering location: thirdrva.org/parish-life. 

Immigrant and Refugee Tutoring: Looking for New Tutors! 
Join our thriving tutoring program where tutors are matched one-on-one with a student.  
On Wednesday evenings (from 6:45 – 7:45 p.m.) they meet together for homework help or 
extra reading practice. No experience necessary! Tutoring runs for 10 weeks and begins on 
September 18. More info and to sign up: thirdrva.org/events.

Women’s Ministry: Rebekah Lyons is coming to Third 
Tuesday, September 17, 7:00 p.m.
At this special evening event for women across Richmond, Rebekah Lyons will speak on the 
topic “You Are Free” as well as introduce her new book Rhythms of Renewal. We will also have 
worship led by Brooke Wright and a team of musicians. We expect this event to sell out, so 
register today! Tickets: thirdrva.org/events.



17

NEWS & EVENTS

Dave Ramsey/Financial Peace University – Class starts Sunday, September 8!
No matter where you are with your money, this 10-week class will teach you to create a 
budget, pay off debt, spend and save wisely, and give generously! This special class will run 
from 10:00 to 11:30 a.m. (with childcare for newborn - 6th grade). Pre-registration is not 
required! The class is being offered by Third at reduced pricing: $59/individual, $99/couple. 
Scholarships available. Contact Valerie Holland (valerieh@thirdrva.org) with any questions.

Jobs for Life begins Monday, September 9! Champions needed! 
Jobs for Life continues this fall, changing lives through this biblically-based jobs ministry. If you 
are unemployed, under-employed or unhappy in your employment; if you would like to be a 
Champion for someone who is; or if you can help provide a meal for the class, please visit  
thirdrva.org/jobsforlife or connect with Ginger James in the Steeple Corridor this morning. 

Club 56 Kickoff Dinner and Parent Meeting 
Wednesday, September 11, 6:30 p.m.
Fifth and sixth grade students and their families are invited to learn more about the ministry 
of Club 56, meet the Sunday morning teaching team, and learn about the Wednesday night 
meetings. We’ll enjoy dinner together and then our students will gather while the parents have  
a short meeting. RSVP by September 4: andreaw@thirdrva.org.

Guided Tour of the Bible 
A new section kicks off on September 12 with the Gospels!
This 5-week study digs into one section of the Bible, looking at a different book each week,  
so we can better understand and be impacted by its message. Ed Satterfield authored the Tour 
and leads our time. Our next study will run September 12 – October 10 and will focus on the 
Gospels. More info and to sign up: thirdrva.org/events.
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FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

In the summer, we encourage families to worship together in the Sanctuary, as we believe that 
it’s important to learn—even from a young age—to worship with your whole church community.

Nursery care is still available during all services for children aged Kindergarten and younger.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

Sunday school for our children and students, 2 year olds through high school, will 
begin again at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, September 8. More info to come! 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us this week for one of our Sunday school class opportunities. All of our classes meet 
at 10:00 a.m. (locations are listed below). Visit thirdrva.org/sunday-discipleship for full 
descriptions about each class. 

Questions about our Sunday school classes? Contact Derek Mondeau: derekm@thirdrva.org.

A new slate of Sunday morning classes for adults will kick off on Sunday, September 8.  
Look out for more info in the coming weeks!

Delta: Young Adult  
Community and Conversation 
Room 217 
Led by Drew Cleveland

Are you in your 20–30s and looking for a 
place to connect and grow at Third? Join 
us on Sunday mornings for coffee, snacks, 
conversation and teaching. 

Metamorphosis Class
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
Led by Mary Damon

Focusing on a stand-alone topic each 
week, we will discuss issues that plague 
all Christians in daily living, such as 
powerlessness, surrender, willingness, 
change, and belief. 



¡Bienvenido! 欢迎!  Добро пожаловать!

If you’re new with us, we’d love to get to know you. Fill out 
one of the Connect Cards in front of you, drop it in the offering 
plate, and we’ll be in touch. 

3. FIND COMMUNITY

2. LEARN ABOUT THIRD

1. CONNECT WITH US

Visit our website (thirdrva.org), sign up for our ministry emails 
(thirdrva.org/signup), and pick up a copy of Third Press, our 
monthly newsletter, from around the church.

Our parish groups provide the opportunity for each person 
at Third to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city.  
Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life. 

We’re so glad you’re here.

WELCOME!

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | Twitter Facebook-Square Instagram @thirdrva | 804-282-4645 

Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians


