
Called together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ.

SUNDAY, JULY 21, 2019

“Words are things, I am convinced. You must be careful about the words you use or  
the words you allow to be used in your house…You must be careful. Careful about  

calling people out of their names, using racial pejoratives and sexual pejoratives and all  
that ignorance. Don’t do that. Some day we’ll be able to measure the power of words.  

I think they are things. I think they get on the walls. They get in your wallpaper.  
They get in your rugs, in your upholstery, in your clothes, and finally into you.”

MAYA ANGELOU

taming  
the tongue



As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” 
with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s 
works of salvation and renewal. Not only do 
we mark the seasons of the Christian year 
through the readings and music in our worship 
service, we also use colors and textures to 
enrich our space and experience of worship.

We are in the six-month period of Ordinary 
Time when we remember the story of God’s 
people as told throughout the Old and 
New Testaments. In Ordinary Time we 
are reminded that we are part of a great 
community of believers throughout time  
and history that has been called together 
to bear witness to God’s promises and 
presence in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus 
and his kingdom. The color of this season is 
green, representing the way God is at work 
sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms  
we experience year by year in his creation, 
and the way God is calling and empowering 
his Church to join in the work of renewing  
all things.

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “Prelude and Fugue in B-flat Major” Jeff Hummel 
  (J. S. Bach)

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Psalm 62:5

Leader: For you, O Lord, our souls in stillness wait;
People: Truly our hope is in you.

Silent Preparation for Worship
Let’s quiet our hearts in preparation for worship.

Choral Call to Worship “I Will Rejoice” Choir 
(11:15 service) (Harlan)

I will rejoice! I will lift my voice, forever sing of Christ my King! 
I will rejoice! I will lift my voice, forever sing of Christ my King! 
I will lift up my voice!

Let the mountains break forth into singing,  
Let the rocks and the trees clap their hands. 
Let the heavens ring, let creation sing praise from ev’ry living thing.

I will rejoice! I will lift my voice, forever sing of Christ my King! 
I will rejoice! I will lift my voice, forever sing of Christ my King! 
I will lift up my voice!

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 
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GATHERING

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 66:1–4

Leader: Shout for joy to God, all the earth! 
Sing the glory of his name; make his praise glorious!

Everyone: Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 
So great is your power that your enemies cringe before you.

Leader: “All the earth bows down to you; they sing praise to you, 
they sing the praises of your name.”

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “All Creatures of Our God and King” #551 in the Hymnal 
   (verses 1, 2, 5, 6)

  “Il m’a sauvé”  Lyrics on page 5
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IL M’A SAUVÉ

Leader: Il m’a sauvé! (He saved me)
People: Il m’a sauvé!
Leader: Il m’a sauvé!
People: Il m'a sauvé! 

Il m’a sauvé, alléluia! 
Il m’a sauvé, alléluia!

Leader: Il m’a béni! (He blessed me)
People: Il m’a béni!
Leader: Il m’a béni!
People: Il m’a béni! 

Il m’a béni, alléluia! 
Il m’a béni, alléluia!

Leader: Il m’a touché! (He touched me)
People: Il m’a touché!
Leader: Il m’a touché!
People: Il m’a touché! 

Il m’a touché, alléluia! 
Il m’a touché, alléluia!

Leader: Il m’a lavé! (He washed me)
People: Il m’a lavé!
Leader: Il m’a lavé!
People: Il m’a lavé! 

Il m’a lavé, alléluia! 
Il m’a lavé, alléluia!

Leader: Il m’a aimé! (He loved me)
People: Il m’a aimé!
Leader: Il m’a aimé!
People: Il m’a aimé!

Leader: Il m’a pardonné! (He forgave me)
People: Il m’a pardonné!
Leader: Il m’a pardonné!
People: Il m’a pardonné!

Leader: Il m’a sanctifié! (He sanctified me)
People: Il m’a sanctifié!
Leader: Il m’a sanctifié!
People: Il m’a sanctifié!

Leader: Il m’a sauvé! (He saved me)
People: Il m’a sauvé!
Leader: Il m’a sauvé! 
People: Il m’a sauvé!

Leader: Il m’a sauvé!
People: Il m’a sauvé!
Leader: Il m’a sauvé!
People: Il m’a sauvé! 

Il m’a sauvé, alléluia! 
Il m’a sauvé, alléluia!
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Leader: Let us come with humble and repentant hearts to the Lord.
People: We all, like sheep, have gone astray.  

Each of us has turned to our own way;  
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort  From Titus 3:4–7

Leader: When the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,  
he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done,  
but because of his mercy.

People: He saved us through the washing of rebirth  
and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out  
on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Leader: So that, having been justified by his grace, 
we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

People: Thanks be to God!

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple like 
“Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING

Our Offerings
Pray for Eric and Brittany (Newell) Lipscomb working on the campus of Columbia University, 
New York, gathering a community to know and grow to maturity in a relationship with Jesus 
Christ, that Christ might influence every area of life.

Noisy Offering (8:45 and 10:00 services)
(Please read more about the noisy offering on page 12 and how your family can participate.)

Mission Partner Interview with Andrew and Jessie Foster

† Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  James 3:1–12

1 Not many of you should become teachers, my fellow believers, because you know that we 
who teach will be judged more strictly. 2 We all stumble in many ways. Anyone who is never at 
fault in what they say is perfect, able to keep their whole body in check.

3 When we put bits into the mouths of horses to make them obey us, we can turn the whole 
animal. 4 Or take ships as an example. Although they are so large and are driven by strong 
winds, they are steered by a very small rudder wherever the pilot wants to go. 5 Likewise, the 
tongue is a small part of the body, but it makes great boasts. Consider what a great forest is  
set on fire by a small spark. 6 The tongue also is a fire, a world of evil among the parts of the 
body. It corrupts the whole body, sets the whole course of one’s life on fire, and is itself set on 
fire by hell.

7 All kinds of animals, birds, reptiles and sea creatures are being tamed and have been tamed 
by mankind, 8 but no human being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison.

9 With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse human beings, who have 
been made in God’s likeness. 10 Out of the same mouth come praise and cursing. My brothers 
and sisters, this should not be. 11 Can both fresh water and salt water flow from the same spring? 
12 My brothers and sisters, can a fig tree bear olives, or a grapevine bear figs? Neither can a 
salt spring produce fresh water.

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message 
  “Taming the Tongue“ 
  Derek Mondeau
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RESPONDING

† Prayers of the People
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Prayer Needs

For health: David Hacker, Ruth Ann Blakely, Julie Walden, Noel and Stephanie Brooks,  
Mary Ann Hancock, Frances Eichost, Christie Geraty, Elva White, Milton Jones, Strick Smith, 
Betty Cox, Brad Bishop, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones: Erika Gouverneur (brother, 7/9);  
Will Allen (grandmother, 6/29); Anne Allen (6/15); Amy Grigg (father, 6/12);  
Marjorie Parker (4/16); Pam Douglas (father, 4/22); Ken Newsome (father, 4/16);  
Bonnie Smith (husband Marc, 4/8)

For Metro Richmond: We pray for governments and governing bodies of metropolitan 
Richmond: for the supervisors of Chesterfield and Hanover counties, the county administrators, 
and all county employees.
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SENDING

† Song of Commission “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” #590  in the Hymnal 
   (verses 1, 2, 3, 4, 8)

† Commission and Benediction From Ephesians 4, Colossians 3, Psalm 19

Leader:  Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly and let your speech be ever gracious. 
Speak to one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs. Let no corrupt talk 
come from your mouths, only that which is good for building up, so that you may 
give grace to those who hear.

People:  “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart  
be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer.”

Postlude “The God of Abraham Praise” Jeff Hummel 
(11:15 service only) (Michael Burkhardt)

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of mission partners Eric and Brittany (Newell) Lipscomb.

Noisy Offering (8:45 and 10:00 a.m. services): During the 8:45 and 10:00 a.m. services 
this summer, our noisy offering gives children (4 year olds through current kindergartners)  
a chance to worship alongside their families for the beginning of the service, then leave to  
go upstairs for a Bible lesson and worship time with their age group. They may also choose  
to stay in the service with their families. Children will walk with Mrs. White to Room 223  
(4 year olds) and Room 204 (5 year olds and kindergartners), where they can be picked up 
after the service. Please note: To participate in the pull-out, parents need to check in their child  
at the parlor before the service and receive a name tag.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Today! Meet Our Mission Partners: Andrew and Jessie Foster 
12:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Andrew and Jessie serve on a church planting team in Granada, Spain with Assemblies of God 
World Missions, and their desire is to see a vibrant movement of ethnically Spanish believers 
raised up in Spain. They serve as directors for a young adult ministry, with a special focus on 
the roughly 60,000 students that live in Granada. No RSVP is necessary to attend the lunch. 

Fear Not! Facing Our Anxiety: A Conversation with Corey for Young Adults 
Thursday, July 25, 7:00 p.m.
Are you a young person (college/20–30s) wrestling with anxiety, depression or fear? You’re 
not alone. Come out to an evening of honest conversation with Corey Widmer and Kim Greene. 
Corey will share from his own story and struggle, and Kim as a counselor with the Barnabas 
Center. All are welcome, so feel free to invite friends. Please RSVP (space may be limited): 
drewc@thirdrva.org, 703-901-1606, and we’ll share location details.

Intern Needed to Support Sister Church in Egypt
One of our sister churches in Egypt, El Haram, located in Giza, is looking for an intern to teach 
English to kids of all ages. The internship comes with an apartment and food. The only thing 
you’d cover is the cost of the roundtrip airfare. If you are interested in the position, whether for  
2 weeks or 2–3 months, please contact LJ Jaworski: lj@thirdrva.org. 
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FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

In the summer, we encourage families to worship together in the Sanctuary, as we believe that 
it’s important to learn—even from a young age—to worship with your whole church community. 
Then join us during the 10:00 hour for our intergenerational class in Room 213/215, “My 
House in Mission.” More information about this class can be found on the following page.

Nursery care is still available during all services for children aged Kindergarten and younger.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor
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SUNDAY DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us this week for one of our Sunday school class opportunities. All of our classes meet 
at 10:00 a.m. (locations are listed below). Visit thirdrva.org/sunday-discipleship for full 
descriptions about each class. 

Questions about our Sunday school classes? Contact Derek Mondeau: derekm@thirdrva.org.

Delta: Young Adult  
Community and Conversation 
Room 217 
Led by Drew Cleveland

Are you in your 20–30s and looking for a 
place to connect and grow at Third? Join 
us on Sunday mornings for coffee, snacks, 
conversation and teaching. 

Metamorphosis Class
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
Led by Mary Damon

Focusing on a stand-alone topic each 
week, we will discuss issues that plague 
all Christians in daily living, such as 
powerlessness, surrender, willingness, 
change, and belief. 

Good News Class
Room 101

The Good News Class is a gathering of all 
age groups and backgrounds for the purpose 
of renewing our minds through the study of 
God’s holy word.

My House in Mission: A 7-week 
intergenerational class
Fellowship Hall | Led by LJ Jaworski  
and Donald Marsden 

No matter your age or stage, from 
kindergarten to senior adults, your house 
can be a place where God’s mission is 
at the center. Join us for this seven-week 
intergenerational Sunday school class in 
which, together with some of our mission 
partners, we’ll explore the practices of 
hearing God’s word, prayer, hospitality, 
generosity, networking, and reaching out in 
the name of Jesus from our homes. This class 
is open to all in the church, and children 
kindergarten and older are encouraged to 
attend with their parents.



¡Bienvenido! 欢迎!  Добро пожаловать!

If you’re new with us, we’d love to get to know you. Fill out one 
of the Connect Cards in front of you, drop it in the offering, 
and we’ll be in touch. 

3. FIND COMMUNITY

2. LEARN ABOUT THIRD

1. CONNECT WITH US

Visit our website (thirdrva.org), sign up for our ministry emails 
(thirdrva.org/signup), and pick up a copy of Third Press, our 
monthly newsletter, from around the church.

Our parish groups provide the opportunity for each person 
at Third to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city. 
Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life. 

We’re so glad you’re here.

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | �       �               �         @thirdrva | 804-282-4645

Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians

WELCOME!


