
Called together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ.

SUNDAY, JUNE 23, 2019

“It is in the cellar of affliction that the  
good old wine of the kingdom is stored.”

CHARLES SPURGEON

the trial of faith



As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” 
with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s 
works of salvation and renewal. Not only do 
we mark the seasons of the Christian year 
through the readings and music in our worship 
service, we also use colors and textures to 
enrich our space and experience of worship.

We are in the six-month period of Ordinary 
Time when we remember the story of God’s 
people as told throughout the Old and 
New Testaments. In Ordinary Time we 
are reminded that we are part of a great 
community of believers throughout time  
and history that has been called together 
to bear witness to God’s promises and 
presence in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus 
and his kingdom. The color of this season is 
green, representing the way God is at work 
sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms  
we experience year by year in his creation, 
and the way God is calling and empowering 
his Church to join in the work of renewing  
all things.

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “Fugue in C Major” Jeff Hummel 
  (Felix Mendelssohn)

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship    From Psalm 62:1

Leader: For God alone my soul waits in silence;
People: From him comes my salvation.

Silent Preparation for Worship
Let’s quiet our hearts in preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 118 

Leader: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
People: His love endures forever.
Leader: Open for me the gates of righteousness; 

I will enter and give thanks to the Lord.
People: The stone the builder rejected has become the capstone; 

the Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes.
Leader: This is the day the Lord has made;  

let us rejoice and be glad in it.
People: Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

his love endures forever.

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “All Creatures of Our God and King” #551 in the Hymnal 
   (Verses 1, 3, 5, 6)

  “Almighty God” Music on page 4

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 
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ALMIGHTY GOD
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Everyone: Almighty God, 
to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid:  
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,  
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify  
your holy name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort  From Romans 8:31–39

Leader: Who then is the one who condemns?

Everyone: No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised to life— 
is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.

Leader: Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?

Everyone: I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels  
nor demons, neither the present nor the future,  
nor any powers, neither height nor depth,  
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us  
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
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THANKSGIVING

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple like 
“Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”

Noisy Offering (8:45 and 10:00 a.m. services)
(Please read more about the noisy offering on page 12 and how your family can participate.)

Our Offerings
Pray for Director Margie Satterfield and the Center for Christian Counseling as they pursue 
transformation in the lives of individuals, couples, families and congregations, providing therapy 
using Scripture combined with sound mental health practices.
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THANKSGIVING

Offertory “Is He Worthy?” Team / Choir 
  (Peterson/Shive, arr. Sorenson)

Do you feel the world is broken? We do. 
Do you feel the shadows deepen? We do. 
But do you know that all the dark won’t stop the light from getting through? We do. 
Do you wish that you could see it all made new? We do.

Is all creation groaning? It is. 
Is a new creation coming? It is. 
Is the glory of the Lord to be the light within our midst? It is. 
Is it good that we remind ourselves of this? It is.

Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? 
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 
The Lion of Judah, who conquered the grave, 
He is David’s Root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave. 
Is he worthy? Is he worthy of all blessing and honor and glory? Is he worthy of this? He is.

Does the Father truly love us? He does. 
Does the Spirit move among us? He does. 
And does Jesus, our Messiah, hold forever those he loves? He does. 
Does our God intend to dwell again with us? He does.

Is anyone worthy? Is anyone whole? 
Is anyone able to break the seal and open the scroll? 
The Lion of Judah, who conquered the grave, 
He is David’s Root and the Lamb who died to ransom the slave. 
From ev’ry people and tribe, ev’ry nation and tongue, 
He has made us a kingdom and priests to God to reign with the Son. 
Is he worthy? Is he worthy of all blessing and honor and glory? 
Is he worthy? Is he worthy? Is he worthy of this?   
He is!

† Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  James 1:2–18

2 Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds, 3 because 
you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 4 Let perseverance finish its work 
so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, 
you should ask God, who gives generously to all without finding fault, and it will be given to 
you. 6 But when you ask, you must believe and not doubt, because the one who doubts is like 
a wave of the sea, blown and tossed by the wind. 7 That person should not expect to receive 
anything from the Lord. 8 Such a person is double-minded and unstable in all they do.

9 Believers in humble circumstances ought to take pride in their high position. 10 But the rich 
should take pride in their humiliation—since they will pass away like a wild flower. 11 For the sun 
rises with scorching heat and withers the plant; its blossom falls and its beauty is destroyed.  
In the same way, the rich will fade away even while they go about their business.

12 Blessed is the one who perseveres under trial because, having stood the test, that person will 
receive the crown of life that the Lord has promised to those who love him.

13 When tempted, no one should say, “God is tempting me.” For God cannot be tempted by 
evil, nor does he tempt anyone; 14 but each person is tempted when they are dragged away by 
their own evil desire and enticed. 15 Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and 
sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.

16 Don’t be deceived, my dear brothers and sisters. 17 Every good and perfect gift is from above, 
coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 
18 He chose to give us birth through the word of truth, that we might be a kind of firstfruits of all 
he created.

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message 
  “The Trial of Faith“ 
  Corey Widmer
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RESPONDING

† Song of Response “What a Friend We Have in Jesus” #897 in the Hymnal

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Leader: Father, thank you for the promise that you are a good and loving Father, even in 
our various trials. Strengthen our legs and hearts in the times of storm, and let us 
take joy in your love, companionship, and the hope to come. Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: Lord Jesus, friend of the broken, we pray for your brothers and sisters here among 
us and around the world who are in need, distress and sorrow, who are drowning 
in trials and temptations. Uphold them in your mercy, grant them hope and 
perseverance. Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: Holy Spirit, oversee and uphold the criminal justice system in metro Richmond:  
we pray for police, judges and lawyers, for those incarcerated and their  
families, for the victims of violent crime, and for just policies and programs that 
foster restorative practices, leading to wholeness and healing in our city. Lord,  
in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever. Amen.
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Prayer Needs

For health: Jim Gregory, David Hacker, Ruth Ann Blakely, Julie Walden, Stephanie Brooks, 
Mary Ann Hancock, Frances Eichost, Christie Geraty, Elva White, Milton Jones, Strick Smith, 
Betty Cox, Brad Bishop, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones: Anne Allen (6/15);  
Amy Grigg (father, 6/12); Marjorie Parker (4/16); Pam Douglas (father, 4/22);  
Ken Newsome (father, 4/16); Bonnie Smith (husband Marc, 4/8); Tom Barila (mother, 3/28); 
Linda Newsome (mother, 3/29); Rich Ruch (brother); Donna Davis (brother, 3/24);  
Libby Cornett (father, 3/23); Hal Tyler (wife Ann, 3/19); Scott Frayser (sister-in-law, 3/18); 
Holly Smith (mother, 3/9); Gretchen Gravely (brother, 3/3)

For Metro Richmond: We pray for the criminal justice system in metropolitan Richmond: 
for the victims of violent crime and for those who perpetuate violent crime; for situations and 
institutions that condone, promote or encourage violent behaviors.
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SENDING

† Song of Commission “My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” #772 in the Hymnal

† Commission and Benediction  From Romans 5:1–5

Leader:  Since we have been justified through faith,  
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  
through whom we have gained access by faith  
into this grace in which we now stand.  
And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 
Not only so, but we also glory in our sufferings,  
because we know that suffering produces perseverance;  
perseverance, character; and character, hope. 

Everyone:  And hope does not put us to shame,  
because God’s love has been poured out into our hearts  
through the Holy Spirit, who has been given to us.

Postlude  “Trumpet Processional in G” Jeff Hummel 
(11:15 service only) (David Lasky)

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of mission partner Margie Satterfield and the Center for 
Christian Counseling.

Noisy Offering (8:45 and 10:00 a.m. services): During the 8:45 and 10:00 a.m. services 
this summer, our noisy offering gives children (4 year olds through current kindergartners)  
a chance to worship alongside their families for the beginning of the service, then leave to  
go upstairs for a Bible lesson and worship time with their age group. They may also choose  
to stay in the service with their families. Children will walk with Mrs. White to Room 223  
(4 year olds) and Room 204 (5 year olds and kindergartners), where they can be picked up 
after the service. Please note: To participate in the pull-out, parents need to check in their child  
at the parlor before the service and receive a name tag. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Women’s Summer Study: 40 Verses to Ignite Your Faith 
Wednesday evenings, July 10 – August 14
Join women of all ages for an engaging 6-week study of lesser known passages of Scripture 
that will challenge and encourage you in your faith. Each week is stand-alone, so don’t worry 
if you miss a week. Come for rich fellowship with other women at Third and bring your friends 
as we seek God in his word. Wednesday evenings, July 10 – August 14, 7:00–8:30 p.m., 
Fellowship Hall. Sign-up: thirdrva.org/events.

Family Ministry Summer Picnic – Saturday, June 29, 4:30 p.m.
Join us for a big Family Ministry picnic on Saturday, June 29, at the Pump Road property  
(2340 Pump Road). We want to kick off summer with a time of great fellowship, picnic food, 
and games. We’ll provide fried chicken and dessert; you bring a side to share as well as 
frisbees, soccer balls, ladder ball, etc.! Sign up online: thirdrva.org/events.

Mosaic Scholarship Fund: Accepting requests now!
The Mosaic Ministry has funds available to help parishioners with scholarships to summer 
camps and classes for kids with special needs, or to conferences, workshops, and continuing 
education classes involving issues around disabilities. Learn more and apply today by 
contacting Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) and include, if possible, a brochure or flyer 
describing the event, program, or camp, and a short statement on why you believe this will be 
of benefit.

Delta: Young Adult Community and Conversation 
Sunday mornings beginning July 7, 10:00 a.m., Room 217
Are you in your twenties or thirties and looking for a place to connect and grow at Third? 
Join us on Sunday mornings for coffee, snacks, conversation and teaching. “Delta” is a new 
community at Third for young adults (20–30 somethings, single or married), who are seeking 
others to befriend, learn from and grow alongside. College students welcome! Join us, no RSVP 
necessary, just come! Questions? Contact Drew Cleveland: drewc@thirdrva.org.
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FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

In the summer, we encourage families to worship together in the Sanctuary, as we believe that 
it’s important to learn—even from a young age—to worship with your whole church community. 
Then join us during the 10:00 hour for our intergenerational class in the Fellowship Hall,  
“My House in Mission.” More information about this class can be found below.

Nursery care is still available during all services for children aged Kindergarten and younger.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us this week for one of our Sunday school class opportunities. Each of our classes meet 
at 10:00 a.m. and are open to all. Class locations are listed below. For full descriptions about 
each class, visit thirdrva.org/sunday-discipleship.  

Questions about our Sunday school classes? Contact Derek Mondeau: derekm@thirdrva.org.

Metamorphosis Class
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
Led by Mary Damon

Focusing on a stand-alone topic each 
week, we will discuss issues that plague 
all Christians in daily living, such as 
powerlessness, surrender, willingness, 
change, and belief. 

Good News Class
Room 101

The Good News Class is a gathering of all 
age groups and backgrounds for the purpose 
of renewing our minds through the study of 
God’s holy word.

 

My House in Mission: A 7-week 
intergenerational class

Fellowship Hall | Led by LJ Jaworski  
and Donald Marsden 

No matter your age or stage, from 
kindergarten to senior adults, your house 
can be a place where God’s mission is 
at the center. Join us for this seven-week 
intergenerational Sunday school class in 
which, together with some of our mission 
partners, we’ll explore the practices of 
hearing God’s word, prayer, hospitality, 
generosity, networking, and reaching out in 
the name of Jesus from our homes. This class 
is open to all in the church, and children 
kindergarten and older are encouraged to 
attend with their parents.



¡Bienvenido! 欢迎!  Добро пожаловать!

If you’re new with us, we’d love to get to know you. Fill out one 
of the Connect Cards in front of you, drop it in the offering, 
and we’ll be in touch. 

3. FIND COMMUNITY

2. LEARN ABOUT THIRD

1. CONNECT WITH US

Visit our website (thirdrva.org), sign up for our ministry emails 
(thirdrva.org/signup), and pick up a copy of Third Press, our 
monthly newsletter, from around the church.

Our parish groups provide the opportunity for each person 
at Third to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city.  
Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life. 

We’re so glad you’re here.

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | Twitter Facebook-Square Instagram @thirdrva | 804-282-4645 

Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians

WELCOME!


