
Called together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ.

SUNDAY, JUNE 16, 2019

“How can anyone remain interested in a religion  
which seems to have no concern with nine-tenths of his life?”

DOROTHY SAYERS

A SUMMER SERIES ON THE BOOK OF JAMES



As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” 
with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s 
works of salvation and renewal. Not only do 
we mark the seasons of the Christian year 
through the readings and music in our worship 
service, we also use colors and textures to 
enrich our space and experience of worship.

This Sunday begins the six-month period  
of Ordinary Time when we remember the 
story of God’s people as told throughout the  
Old and New Testaments. In Ordinary Time 
we are reminded that we are part of a  
great community of believers throughout time 
and history that has been called together 
to bear witness to God’s promises and 
presence in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus 
and his kingdom. The color of this season is 
green, representing the way God is at work 
sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms  
we experience year by year in his creation, 
and the way God is calling and empowering 
his Church to join in the work of renewing  
all things.

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “Love Divine, All Loves Excelling” Jeff Hummel 
  (Don Hustad)

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Psalm 124:8

Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: Maker of heaven and earth.

Silent Preparation for Worship
Let’s quiet our hearts in preparation for worship.

Choral Call to Worship “A Psalm of Praise” Choir 
(11:15 service only) (Whitworth)

Praise God in the sanctuary. Praise God with the sound of trumpet. 
Praise God with the harp and the organ.  
Praise God with the lute; praise God with the cymbal.  
Praise him in the height; praise him, sun, moon and stars.  
Praise him, all ye saints; praise him, all ye hosts.  
Praise him, all the heavens and earth. Praise him, praise the Lord.

The Lord has done great things for us, whereof we are glad. 
He spreads the snow like wool and scatters frost like ashes. 
He sends springs into the valley, he calms the sea. 
He heals the brokenhearted and binds up their wounds. 
Blessed are the ones who trust in him. O praise the Lord.

Praise God in his sanctuary. Praise God with the sound of trumpet. 
Praise God with the harp and the organ.

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 
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GATHERING

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 113

Leader: Praise the Lord. Praise the Lord, you his servants; praise the name of the Lord.
People: Let the name of the Lord be praised, both now and forevermore.
Leader: From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets,  

the name of the Lord is to be praised.  
The Lord is exalted over all the nations, his glory above the heavens.

People: Who is like the Lord our God, the One who sits enthroned on high,  
who stoops down to look on the heavens and the earth?

Leader: He raises the poor from the dust and lifts the needy from the ash heap;  
he seats them with princes, with the princes of his people.  
He settles the childless woman in her home as a happy mother of children.

People: Praise the Lord!

Prayer of Adoration

† Song of Praise “How Firm a Foundation” #427 in the Hymnal 
  “Raise a Hallelujah” Music on page 5
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RAISE A HALLELUJAH
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession  Written by Erin Holbrook

Leader: Lord, we confess our ways are not your ways.  
We have sought to be sought, expected to be followed  
and have been self-righteous in our rightness.  
We hear the good news then determine our path to pursue our passions.  
We have taken for granted your sacrifice,  
what was necessary to rescue us from death.  
For all the sin which we have inflicted on others,  
especially your daughters and sons who are still a long way off,  
we ask your mercy and forgiveness.  
For every way in which we have pierced your heart 
and brought you pain and anguish, we beseech your forgiveness,  
with humble admission of our failing human hearts. 

People: Lord, hear our prayer.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort  

Leader: May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 
banish all darkness from your hearts and minds, 
forgive you your sins, grant you the joy of his kingdom, 
and raise you to new and everlasting life.

Everyone:   Amen.

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple like 
“Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING

Noisy Offering (8:45 and 10:00 a.m. services)
(Please read more about the noisy offering on page 11 and how your family can participate.)

Our Offerings
Pray for John and Lynn Lehn as they invest in church planting in Croatia; for the Dubrava Church 
on the east side of Zagreb, for the Dubrovnik church in the southern tip of Croatia, and for 
spiritual and numerical growth in their ministry to the surrounding cities.

Mission Partner Interview: Jesse and Elizabeth Kell with Elijah House Academy 
(Learn more about the work of Elijah House Academy on page 12.)

† Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  James 1:1

1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,

To the twelve tribes scattered among the nations:

Greetings.

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message 
  “A Faith That Matters“ 
  Corey Widmer
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RESPONDING

† Prayers of the People

Prayer Needs

For health: David Hacker, Ruth Ann Blakely, Julie Walden, Stephanie Brooks, Mary Ann 
Hancock, Frances Eichost, Christie Geraty, Elva White, Milton Jones, Strick Smith, Betty Cox, 
Brad Bishop, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones: Marjorie Parker (4/16);  
Pam Douglas (father, 4/22); Ken Newsome (father, 4/16); Bonnie Smith (husband Marc, 4/8); 
Tom Barila (mother, 3/28); Linda Newsome (mother, 3/29); Rich Ruch (brother);  
Donna Davis (brother, 3/24); Libby Cornett (father, 3/23); Hal Tyler (wife Ann, 3/19);  
Scott Frayser (sister-in-law, 3/18); Holly Smith (mother, 3/9); Gretchen Gravely (brother, 3/3)

For Metro Richmond: We pray for the criminal justice system in metropolitan Richmond:  
for all chaplains, staff and volunteers who minister in jails and prisons, half-way houses,  
work-release and after-care programs.
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SENDING

† Song of Commission “Amazing Grace” #691 in the Hymnal

† Commission and Benediction  From 1 Corinthians 15:58

Leader:  Jesus is Lord. Therefore, beloved brothers and sisters, stand firm.  
Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,

People:  For we know that our labor in the Lord is never in vain!

† Postlude  “Rondo” Jeff Hummel 
 (11:15 service only) (John Bull)

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of mission partners John and Lynn Lehn as they invest in 
church planting in Croatia.

Noisy Offering (8:45 and 10:00 a.m. services): During the 8:45 and 10:00 a.m. services 
this summer, our noisy offering gives children (4 year olds through current Kindergartners)  
a chance to worship alongside their families for the beginning of the service, then leave to  
go upstairs for a Bible lesson and worship time with their age group. They could also choose  
to stay in the service with their families! Children will walk with Mrs. White to Room 223 for  
4 year olds and Room 204 for 5 year olds and Kindergartners, where they can be picked up 
after the service. Please note: To participate in the pull out, parents need to check their child  
in at the parlor before the service and grab a name tag. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Family Ministry Summer Picnic – Saturday, June 29, 4:30 p.m.
Join us for a big Family Ministry picnic on Saturday, June 29, at the Pump Road property  
(2340 Pump Road). We want to kick off summer with a time of great fellowship, picnic food, 
and games. We’ll provide fried chicken and dessert; you bring a side to share as well as 
frisbees, soccer balls, ladder ball, etc.! Sign up online: thirdrva.org/events.

Mosaic Scholarship Fund: Accepting requests now!
The Mosaic Ministry has funds available to help parishioners with scholarships to summer 
camps and classes for kids with special needs, or to conferences, workshops, and continuing 
education classes involving issues around disabilities. Learn more and apply today by 
contacting Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) and include, if possible, a brochure or flyer 
describing the event, program, or camp, and a short statement on why you believe this will be 
of benefit.

No U-Turn: Middle School Summer Adventure Experience 
July 22–25, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
For all our students who have completed the 7th or 8th grade: get excited for a week of 
growing closer to Jesus and great adventures and experiences — all in RVA! Ropes course, 
tubing down the James, and more. We’ll end each adventure back at the church. Find the full 
schedule on the website and sign up: thirdrva.org/events. 

Today! Meet Our Mission Partners: Jesse and Elizabeth Kell  
with Elijah House Academy – 12:30 p.m., Room 101
Elijah House Academy provides a Christ-centered and accessible choice in education that 
cultivates the hearts, minds, and bodies of our city’s children for God’s glory and Richmond’s 
flourishing. They offer the students the help they need through tailored support, counseling, and 
mentoring, creating an environment that fosters for the emotional, social, and academic success 
of each student. No RSVP necessary!
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

In the summer, we encourage families to worship together in the Sanctuary, as we believe that 
it’s important to learn—even from a young age—to worship with your whole church community. 
Then, join us during the 10:00 hour for our intergenerational class in the Fellowship Hall, “My 
House in Mission.” More information about this class can be found on the following page.

Nursery care is still available during all services for children aged Kindergarten and younger.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor



14

SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us this week for one of our adult Sunday school class opportunities. Our classes meet at 
10:00 a.m. and are open to all. Class locations are listed below. For full descriptions about 
each class, visit thirdrva.org/sunday-discipleship.  

Questions about our Sunday school classes? Contact Derek Mondeau: derekm@thirdrva.org.

Metamorphosis Class
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
Led by Mary Damon

Focusing on a stand-alone topic each 
week, we will discuss issues that plague 
all Christians in daily living, such as 
powerlessness, surrender, willingness, 
change, and belief. 

Good News Class
Room 101

The Good News Class is a gathering of all 
age groups and backgrounds for the purpose 
of renewing our minds through the study of 
God’s holy word.

 

New Class Starting Today! 
My House in Mission: A 7-week 
intergenerational class
Fellowship Hall | Led by LJ Jaworski  
and Donald Marsden 

No matter your age or stage, from 
kindergarten to senior adults, your house 
can be a place where God’s mission is 
at the center. Join us for this seven-week 
intergenerational Sunday school class in 
which, together with some of our mission 
partners, we’ll explore the practices of 
hearing God’s word, prayer, hospitality, 
generosity, networking, and reaching out in 
the name of Jesus from our homes. This class 
is open to all in the church, and children 
kindergarten and older are encouraged to 
attend with their parents.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, June 16
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
12:15 p.m. Lunch with mission partners Jesse and Elizabeth Kell – Room 101

Tuesday, June 18
1:00 p.m. Women’s Study – Kitchen, 500 Forest Ave. 

Wednesday, June 19
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Thursday, June 20
6:30 p.m. Healing Prayer Group – Student Ministry Area  
7:00 p.m. Worship Team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice – Choir Room

Friday, June 21
8:30 a.m. Europe Prayer and Care – Carolyn Oakley’s home (804-937-6564)



¡Bienvenido! 欢迎!  Добро пожаловать!

If you’re new with us, we’d love to get to know you. Fill out one 
of the Connect Cards in front of you, drop it in the offering, 
and we’ll be in touch. 

3. FIND COMMUNITY

2. LEARN ABOUT THIRD

1. CONNECT WITH US

Visit our website (thirdrva.org), sign up for our ministry emails 
(thirdrva.org/signup), and pick up a copy of Third Press, our 
monthly newsletter, from around the church.

Our parish groups provide the opportunity for each person 
at Third to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city.  
Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life. 

We’re so glad you’re here.

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | Twitter Facebook-Square Instagram @thirdrva | 804-282-4645 

Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians

WELCOME!


