
Called together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ.

SUNDAY, JUNE 2, 2019

“You might as well try to see without eyes,  
hear without ears, or breathe without lungs, as to try  

to live the Christian life without the Holy Spirit.”

D.L . MOODY

the promise for
stony

hearts



As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” 
with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s 
works of salvation and renewal. Not only do 
we mark the seasons of the Christian year 
through the readings and music in our worship 
service, we also use colors and textures to 
enrich our space and experience of worship.

Traditionally, the liturgical season of Easter 
is celebrated for seven weeks. Then, Trinity 
Sunday begins the six-month period of 
Ordinary Time, when we remember the work  
of God in and through his people, visually 
marked with green sanctuary decorations.  
The Sunday between Easter and Ordinary 
time—Pentecost Sunday—we celebrate the 
Holy Spirit, whom some have called the “least 
understood Person of the Trinity.”

This year, we’re marking an extended 
“season of the Spirit” with banners showing 
the reds and oranges and gold associated 
with him because the Spirit himself is so often 
connected with images of fire and light and 
movement. As we embrace the power of the 
resurrection made available through Jesus’ 
ongoing presence with us, we’re surrounded 
by the colors that fill our eyes and ears with 
the message: “Come, Holy Spirit, come!”

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 

Visit our Pentacost installation  
in the Courtyard this Morning!
Last Sunday, we meditated on the question 
“How do you do draw on the gifts and power 
of the Holy Spirit?” as we folded origami 
doves and flames. We then added those 
doves and flames to a hanging installation in 
the Courtyard, representing the Spirit among 
us. This installation can be viewed just outside 
the Sanctuary, and begs you to continue to 
consider how the Spirit is moving in your life, 
in the life of our community, and throughout 
the world.
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “Jesus Shall Reign” Jeff Hummel 
  (Raymond Haan)

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Psalm 51:10

Leader: Make our hearts clean, O God, and renew a right spirit within us.
People: Amen.

Silent Preparation for Worship

Let’s quiet our hearts in preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship

Leader: Come, Creator Spirit, and move over this chaotic world.
People: Come, Creator Spirit, and bring life to this world.
Leader: Come, Creator Spirit, and move over the chaos of our lives.
People: Come, Creator Spirit, and bring us new life. 

Prayer of Adoration

† Song of Praise “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” #579 in the Hymnal 
  “Come Light Our Hearts” Music on page 4

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 
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COME LIGHT OUR HEARTS
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Leader:  Come, Holy Spirit!

People:  Rain upon our dry and dusty lives.  
Wash away our sin and heal our wounded spirits.  
Kindle us with the fire of your love to burn away our apathy.  
With your warmth, bend our rigidity  
and guide our wandering feet.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort and Assurance

Leader:  The mercy of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting. I declare to you, in the 
name of Jesus Christ, you are forgiven. May the God of mercy, who forgives all 
your sins, strengthen you in all goodness and by the power of the Holy Spirit  
keep you in eternal life.

People:  Thanks be to God!

Sacrament of Baptism

11:15 a.m.  Jacob Leonidas Baez (City South Parish)

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you. 
And give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace forever.

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple like 
“Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING

Our Offerings
Pray for the Barnabas Center, a nonprofit, Christ-centered counseling, training and teaching 
ministry, seeking to build a community of people who have met God in the midst of their 
struggles, learning to handle them in redemptive ways.

Offertory “My Right Mind” Jake Amerding

† Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Ezekiel 36:22–28 

22 “Therefore say to the Israelites, ‘This is what the Sovereign Lord says: It is not for your sake, 
people of Israel, that I am going to do these things, but for the sake of my holy name, which you 
have profaned among the nations where you have gone. 23 I will show the holiness of my great 
name, which has been profaned among the nations, the name you have profaned among them. 
Then the nations will know that I am the Lord, declares the Sovereign Lord, when I am proved 
holy through you before their eyes.

24 For I will take you out of the nations; I will gather you from all the countries and bring you 
back into your own land. 25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you will be clean; I will 
cleanse you from all your impurities and from all your idols. 26 I will give you a new heart and 
put a new spirit in you; I will remove from you your heart of stone and give you a heart of flesh. 
27 And I will put my Spirit in you and move you to follow my decrees and be careful to keep my 
laws. 28 Then you will live in the land I gave your ancestors; you will be my people, and I will be 
your God.’”

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message 
  “The Promise for Stony Hearts” 
  Corey Widmer
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RESPONDING

We respond to God’s word.

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Everyone: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, 
you have made us in your image and for yourself. 
You have made this good world for us to tend and to enjoy. 
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You sought your ancient people when they strayed from you. 
You freed them from the oppressor and brought them home. 
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You have sent your Son to bring us home to you. 
By his Incarnation–

People: You have found us.

Leader: By his Death–
People: You have forgiven us.

Leader: By his Resurrection–
People: You have freed us. 

Leader: God, our Father, 
People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.
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RESPONDING

Leader: In union with Jesus Christ of Nazareth, our Great High Priest, and with  
all who worship you, both in heaven and on earth, we offer you our  
praise, saying:

People:  Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest; 
blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution  From 1 Corinthians 11:23–26

“The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same 
way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you eat this bread and drink this 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy Spirit on our bread and 
wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of Christ, and on your people, 
that we may be the body of Christ, reconciled to you and to each other by his 
blood. By your Holy Spirit make us—

People: One with Christ, 
one with each other, 
and one in mission to all the world,

Leader: Until Christ shall come in final victory 
and we feast together at his heavenly banquet. 
We cry, Maranatha!

People: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.
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RESPONDING

The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because the 
bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When we come 
forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the Holy Spirit, 
extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome anyone to the table who is willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by the cost 
of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide 
me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the light and life you 
promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but through 
you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on 
the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete acceptance. Knowing that you 
have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.
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RESPONDING

Communion Song “Hallelujah, Praise the Lord” Choir 
(8:45, 11:15 services) (Ray)

Hallelujah, praise the Lord. 
Hallelujah, let us praise the Lord.

Praise him with stringed instruments,  
Praise him with dance. 
Praise him on the psaltery and harp. 
Everything that has breath ought to praise him.

Hallelujah, praise the Lord. 
Hallelujah, let us praise the Lord.

Musical Offering by Jake Amerding (10:00 service only)

Communion Song  “Share Your Heart” Worship Team

May your will be done, may your will be done. 
Take this heart of stone. 
I surrender.

O Lord, make me more like you. 
Share your heart with me.

Share your heart. 
Share your heart, O God.



13

RESPONDING

The Lord’s Prayer

Gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory for ever. Amen.

Prayer Needs

For health: Julie Walden, Stephanie Brooks, Mary Ann Hancock, Frances Eichost,  
Christie Geraty, Elva White, Milton Jones, Strick Smith, Betty Cox, Brad Bishop, Charles Ellison, 
Lou Hanscom

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones: Marjorie Parker (4/16);  
Pam Douglas (father, 4/22); Ken Newsome (father, 4/16); Bonnie Smith (husband Marc, 4/8); 
Tom Barila (mother, 3/28); Linda Newsome (mother, 3/29); Rich Ruch (brother);  
Donna Davis (brother, 3/24); Libby Cornett (father, 3/23); Hal Tyler (wife Ann, 3/19);  
Scott Frayser (sister-in-law, 3/18); Holly Smith (mother, 3/9); Gretchen Gravely (brother, 3/3)

For Metro Richmond: We pray for the criminal justice system in metropolitan Richmond:  
for all who are incarcerated in jails and prisons, their families, and their loved ones.
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SENDING

† Song of Commission  “I’m Gonna Live So God Can Use Me”

I’m gonna live so God can use me! Anywhere, Lord, any time. 
I’m gonna live so God can use me! Anywhere, Lord, any time.

I’m gonna work so God can use me! Anywhere, Lord, any time. 
I’m gonna work so God can use me! Anywhere, Lord, any time.

I’m gonna pray so God can use me! Anywhere, Lord, any time. 
I’m gonna pray so God can use me! Anywhere, Lord, any time.

I’m gonna sing so God can use me! Anywhere, Lord, any time. 
I’m gonna sing so God can use me! Anywhere, Lord, any time.

† Commission and Benediction  From 2 Peter 1:3

Leader:  People of God, do you have what you need to  
live new lives of holiness and love for the glory of God?

People:  We do not, in and of ourselves. But his divine power has given us 
everything we need for life and godliness through our knowledge  
of him who called us by his own glory and goodness.

† Postlude  ”Prelude in Classic Style” Jeff Hummel 
 (11:15 service only) (Gordon Young)

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of the Barnabas Center, a nonprofit, Christ-centered 
counseling, training and teaching ministry, seeking to build a community of people who have 
met God in the midst of their struggles, learning to handle them in redemptive ways.

Today at the 11:15 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Jacob Leonidas Baez,  
son of Jesse and Erica Baez. Relatives present today are maternal grandparents Gary and 
Linda Giovanni, paternal grandparents Jose and Maria Baez, Elizabeth and Tracy Pendry and 
their family, and Stewart and Amy Varela and their family. Elder representing the Session by 
holding the font is Bill Mims. Prayer sponsor is Anna DeJarnette.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Today! Parish Area Summer Gatherings – 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.
This afternoon our parish areas across Richmond are hosting cookouts to share food, meet one 
another, and celebrate the start of summer. And we want you to be there. Whether or not you’re 
involved in a parish group, this is a chance to connect with others from Third who live near you, 
meet your Shepherding Elders, Deacons, and parish group leaders, and enjoy a meal together. 
Find your parish area and the details for your area’s gathering: thirdrva.org/parish-life.

Important Changes to Our Online Giving – Help Desk Open Today!
We phased out our current online giving platform (ServiceU) this past week. Going forward, 
our online giving and registration pages will link to our new platform, ShelbyNext Giving. If you 
have a recurring gift setup through ServiceU Giving, you will need to cancel it in ServiceU and 
re-establish it in ShelbyNext, and create a new username and password. Please contact Lynley 
Steadman for help with any of this (lynleys@thirdrva.org) or visit our Help Desk this morning or 
next Sunday, June 9, in between services in the Commons!

Welcome Back College Student Lunch at the McCrays – Today, 1:00–3:00 p.m.
Welcome back home, college students! Come join us to enjoy some free food, spend 
time reconnecting with friends, meet the new Director of College Ministry and hear about 
opportunities for young people at Third over the summer. No RSVP needed, just come! Contact 
Drew Cleveland for address info at (703) 901-1606.

Help us meet our goal in supporting our short-term summer missions teams! 
To support two short-term mission trips this summer— one to Haiti and one to Wilmington, 
NC— we are raising $25,000 and need your help! We are just over a third of the way to our 
goal. Among many things, these funds will help cover meals, transportation, medical supplies, 
translators, construction materials, and supporting the organizations we are partnering with. 
Give to this special offering by using the envelope in the pew in front of you, or by giving online 
at: thirdrva.org/generosity.
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NEWS & EVENTS

No U-Turn: Middle School Summer Adventure Experience 
July 22–25, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
For all our students who have completed the 7th or 8th grade: get excited for a week of 
growing closer to Jesus and great adventures and experiences — all in RVA! Ropes course, 
tubing down the James, and more. We’ll end each adventure back at the church. Find the full 
schedule on the website and sign up: thirdrva.org/events. 

Parish Worship Initiative: Our Summer Experiment Continues Next Week
This is an experimental worship service in which designated parish areas are encouraged to 
attend and worship with those in their parish area communities. We’re exploring new ways 
to open up more space in our Sanctuary, and to also deepen the culture of parish life in our 
church by gathering together in a dynamic way. If you live in the Grove parish area, join us next 
Sunday, June 9, at 11:15 a.m. in Fellowship Hall.

Annual Sam Jackson Charity Golf Outing – Monday, June 17
Third Golfers in Fellowship hosts this annual golf outing at Richmond Country Club to bring 
together golfers and raise money for a mission partner. This Captain’s Choice is suited for all 
levels of golfers, and is open to all: men, women, and teens. Sign up as individuals or pairs, 
and you’ll be placed on teams. Check-in begins at 8:00 a.m., with a shotgun start at 9:00 a.m. 
Lunch to follow. Sign up ($85; covers greens fees, golf cart, range balls, lunch, and donation to 
Urban Hope): thirdrva.org/events.

Summer Family Picnic – Saturday, June 29, 4:30 p.m.
Join us for a big family picnic on Saturday, June 29, at the Pump Road property (2340 Pump 
Road). We want to kick off summer with a time of great fellowship, picnic food, and games. 
We’ll provide fried chicken and dessert; you bring a side to share as well as frisbees, soccer 
balls, ladder ball, etc.! Sign up online: thirdrva.org/events.
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents or 
Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us this week for one of our adult Sunday school class opportunities. Our classes meet at 
10:00 a.m. and are open to all. Class locations are listed below. For full descriptions about 
each class, visit thirdrva.org/sunday-discipleship.  

Questions about our Sunday school classes? Contact Derek Mondeau: derekm@thirdrva.org.

Book of Acts Study
Room 213 | Led by Andrew Fuller  
and Jennifer Parham

Study Acts and explore what it has to say 
about our theology, our community, and our 
outreach. This is the final class of this study.

Metamorphosis Class
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
Led by Mary Damon

Focusing on a stand-alone topic each 
week, we will discuss issues that plague 
all Christians in daily living such as 
powerlessness, surrender, willingness, 
change, and belief. 

Good News Class
Room 101

The Good News Class is a gathering of all 
age groups and backgrounds for the purpose 
of renewing our minds through the study of 
God’s Holy Word.

New Class Starting June 16:  
My House in Mission: A 7-week 
intergenerational class
Fellowship Hall | Led by LJ Jaworski  
and Donald Marsden 

No matter your age or stage, from 
kindergarten to senior adults, your house 
can be a place where God’s mission is 
at the center. Join us for this seven-week 
intergenerational Sunday school class in 
which, together with some of our mission 
partners, we’ll explore the practices of 
hearing God’s word, prayer, hospitality, 
generosity, networking, and reaching out in 
the name of Jesus from our homes. This class 
is open to all in the church, and children 
kindergarten and older are encouraged to 
attend with their parents.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, June 2
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Baptism class – Parlor 
10:00 a.m. Forgotten No More: Coffee and Conversation – Room 217 
12:30 p.m. Praying for Our Nation – Room 101 
1:00 p.m. College student lunch at the McCrays’ – Contact Drew (703-901-1606) 
4:00 p.m.  Parish area summer gatherings – Visit thirdrva.org/events for more information 
6:00 p.m. Student Mininstry Chipotle dinner – Regency Square, 8675 Quioccasin Rd.

Tuesday, June 4
7:00 p.m. Muslim world prayer group – Laurie Chalifoux’ home (804-740-1199)

Wednesday, June 5
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Thursday, June 6
6:00 p.m. Healing Prayer Group – Student Ministry Area 
6:30 p.m. Parish Worship Team rehearsal – Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Worship Team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice – Choir Room



¡Bienvenido! 欢迎!  Добро пожаловать!

If you’re new with us, we’d love to get to know you. Fill out one 
of the Connect Cards in front of you, drop it in the offering, 
and we’ll be in touch. 

3. FIND COMMUNITY

2. LEARN ABOUT THIRD

1. CONNECT WITH US

Visit our website (thirdrva.org), sign up for our ministry emails 
(thirdrva.org/signup), and pick up a copy of Third Press, our 
monthly newsletter, from around the church.

Our parish groups provide the opportunity for each person 
at Third to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city.  
Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life. 

We’re so glad you’re here.

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | Twitter Facebook-Square Instagram @thirdrva | 804-282-4645 

Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians

WELCOME!


