
Called together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ.

SUNDAY, MAY 26, 2019

“It really is an astounding truth that the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead 
lives in you. He lives in me. I do not know what the Spirit will do or where He’ll lead 

me each time I invite Him to guide me. But I am tired of living in a way that looks 
exactly like people who do not have the Holy Spirit of God living in them. I want to 
consistently live with an awareness of His strength. I want to be different today from 

what I was yesterday as the fruit of the Spirit becomes more manifest in me.”

FRANCIS CHAN

the promise for
thirsty

souls
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As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” 
with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s 
works of salvation and renewal. Not only do 
we mark the seasons of the Christian year 
through the readings and music in our worship 
service, we also use colors and textures to 
enrich our space and experience of worship.

Traditionally, the liturgical season of Easter 
is celebrated for seven weeks. Then, Trinity 
Sunday begins the six-month period of 
Ordinary Time, when we remember the work  
of God in and through his people, visually 
marked with green sanctuary decorations.  
The Sunday between Easter and Ordinary 
time—Pentecost Sunday—we celebrate the 
Holy Spirit, whom some have called the “least 
understood Person of the Trinity.”

This year, we’re marking an extended 
“season of the Spirit” with banners showing 
the reds and oranges and gold associated 
with him because the Spirit himself is so often 
connected with images of fire and light and 
movement. As we embrace the power of the 
resurrection made available through Jesus’ 
ongoing presence with us, we’re surrounded 
by the colors that fill our eyes and ears with 
the message: “Come, Holy Spirit, come!”

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “Come, Thou Almighty King” Jeff Hummel 
  (Paul Laubengayer)

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  “Let All Who Are Thirsty Come”

Let all who are thirsty come. Let all who wish, receive the water of life freely. 
Amen; come, Lord Jesus. Amen; come, Lord Jesus.

Silent Preparation for Worship

Let’s quiet our hearts in preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship

Leader: Come, Creator Spirit, and move over this chaotic world.
People: Come, Creator Spirit, and bring life to this world.
Leader: Come, Creator Spirit, and move over the chaos of our lives.
People: Come, Creator Spirit, and bring us new life. 

Prayer of Adoration

† Song of Praise “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” #538 in the Hymnal

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 
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GATHERING

† Responsive Reading

Leader: Wind of God, blow far from us –

People: All dark despair, 
all deep distress, 
all groundless fears, 
all sinful desires, 
all Satan’s snares, 
all false values, 
all selfish wishes, 
all wasteful worries.

Leader: Wind of God, blow into us –

People: Your holy presence, 
your living love, 
your healing touch, 
your splendid courage, 
your mighty strength, 
your perfect peace, 
your caring concern, 
your divine grace, 
your boundless joy.

Everyone: Wind of God, blow strong, blow fresh, blow now.

† Song of Praise “I See the Lord” Music on page 6
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I SEE THE LORD
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession  From Morten Lauridsen’s “Lux Aeterna”

Leader: O light most blessed,  
fill the inmost heart of all the faithful. 
Without your grace, there is nothing in us, 
nothing that is not harmful.

People: Cleanse what is sordid, 
flood what is arid, 
heal what is hurt, 
flex what is rigid, 
fire what is frigid, 
correct what goes astray. 

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort and Assurance  From 2 Corinthians 1:20–22

Leader: All the promises of God find their “Yes” in Christ. 
That is why we utter the “Amen” through him, to the glory of God. 
It is God who has put his seal upon us and  
given us his Spirit in our hearts as a guarantee.

People: In Christ, by the power of the Spirit, we are redeemed!

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple like 
“Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING

Our Offerings
Pray for Colin and Norma Peckham as they serve with Artists in Christian Testimony 
International and lead their arts ministry in South Africa and Scotland. They work with local 
churches, organizations and prisons to present evangelistic outreach events, and events aimed 
at church unity using choirs, bands, orchestras and dramatic presentations.

Offertory “Raise a Hallelujah” Worship Team 
(10:00 service)

I raise a hallelujah in the presence of my enemies.  
I raise a hallelujah louder than the unbelief. 
I raise a hallelujah; my weapon is a melody.  
I raise a hallelujah; heaven comes to fight for me.

I’m gonna sing in the middle of the storm. 
Louder and louder, you’re gonna hear my praises roar. 
Up from the ashes, hope will arise. 
Death is defeated, the King is alive!

I raise a hallelujah with everything inside of me. 
I raise a hallelujah; I will watch the darkness flee. 
I raise a hallelujah in the middle of the mystery. 
I raise a hallelujah; fear, you lost your hold on me.

Sing a little louder in the presence of my enemies. 
Sing a little louder, louder than the unbelief. 
Sing a little louder; my weapon is a melody. 
Sing a little louder; heaven comes to fight for me.
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THANKSGIVING

Offertory “Lord of All Life” Choir 
(8:45, 11:15 services) (Furman, Williams/Mock, arr. Nichols)

Lord of all life, Giver of grace, glorious in majesty, worthy of praise, 
You note each sparrow fall, you love both great and small. 
You hear your children call, Lord of all life, Giver of grace.

Lord of all life, my hiding place, I find my perfect rest in your embrace. 
You are my evening song.  You are my tower strong. 
To you I now belong, Lord of all life, my hiding place.

Lord of all life, Ancient of Days, help me to honor you, walk in your ways. 
Even the darkest night gives way to morning bright. 
You are the truth, the light; you are the truth, the light.

Lord of all life, Giver of grace, my hiding place. 
Lord of all life.

† Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Isaiah 44:1–5 

1 “But now listen, Jacob, my servant, 
  Israel, whom I have chosen. 
2  This is what the Lord says— 
  he who made you, who formed you in the womb, 
  and who will help you: 
 Do not be afraid, Jacob, my servant, 
  Jeshurun, whom I have chosen. 
3 For I will pour water on the thirsty land, 
  and streams on the dry ground; 
 I will pour out my Spirit on your offspring, 
  and my blessing on your descendants. 
4 They will spring up like grass in a meadow, 
  like poplar trees by flowing streams. 
5 Some will say, ‘I belong to the Lord’; 
  others will call themselves by the name of Jacob; 
 still others will write on their hand, ‘The Lord’s,’ 
  and will take the name Israel.”

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message 
  “The Promise for Thirsty Souls” 
  Rick Hutton
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FALL AFRESH
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RESPONDING

† Song of Commission ”Fall Afresh” Music on page 12

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Leader: Holy Spirit, we praise you that you are the source of living water that flows from 
the heart of Jesus to us. Come and flood the dry and arid places of our souls, 
revive us and make us new.  Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: Loving God, come to the aid of all refugees, all those who have been displaced 
by violence and war. Uphold and provide for those with desperate physical, 
emotional and spiritual needs. Grant your church in difficult places the strength to 
love, protect and provide for vulnerable families. Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: King of the nations, on this Memorial Day weekend we thank you for those who 
have given their lives in service to our country, sacrificing so much to protect  
those both in our land and in other lands. Comfort those who have lost loved 
ones in service to our nation. Protect and encourage those who continue to  
serve and sacrifice. Above all, please hasten the day when nation will not lift  
up sword against nation, when your kingdom of peace will reign forever. Lord,  
in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory for ever. Amen.
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Prayer Needs

For health: Julie Walden, Stephanie Brooks, Livie Gaertner (daughter of mission partners 
Chris and Leah), Mary Ann Hancock, Frances Eichost, Christie Geraty, Elva White, Milton 
Jones, Strick Smith, Betty Cox, Brad Bishop, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones: Marjorie Parker (4/16);  
Pam Douglas (father, 4/22); Ken Newsome (father, 4/16); Bonnie Smith (husband Marc, 4/8); 
Tom Barila (mother, 3/28); Linda Newsome (mother, 3/29); Rich Ruch (brother);  
Donna Davis (brother, 3/24); Libby Cornett (father, 3/23); Hal Tyler (wife Ann, 3/19);  
Scott Frayser (sister-in-law, 3/18); Holly Smith (mother, 3/9); Gretchen Gravely (brother, 3/3)

For Metro Richmond: We pray for the churches and religious institutions of metropolitan 
Richmond: for a spirit of unity, mutuality, cooperation, reconciliation, reform, and common 
ministry within the faith community.
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LET THE REDEEMED OF THE LORD
Adapted from Psalm 107 and Isaiah 53
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SENDING

† Song of Commission “Let the Redeemed of the Lord” Music on page 16

† Commission and Benediction  From John 4:14

Leader:  Jesus says, “Whoever drinks the water I give them will never thirst.” 
People:  Indeed, the water he gives will become in us  

a spring of water welling up to eternal life.

† Postlude  ”Let the Whole Creation Cry” Jeff Hummel 
 (11:15 service only) (Michael Burkhardt)

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of Colin and Norma Peckham as they serve with Artists in 
Christian Testimony International and lead their arts ministry in South Africa and Scotland. They 
work with local churches, organizations and prisons to present evangelistic outreach events, 
and events aimed at church unity using choirs, bands, orchestras and dramatic presentations.

Join us in the courtyard after the service to engage in an interactive installation of 
origami doves and flames that have been made by some of the youth in our church. Come and 
fold a dove or curl a flame and add it to this representation of the Spirit’s presence in the life of 
our church family.

Today we celebrate the birth of Emma Grace Stiff, born on May 13 to Joel and Karen Stiff.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Parish Area Summer Gatherings – Sunday, June 2, 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.
On June 2*, our parish areas across the metro Richmond area are hosting cookouts to share 
food, meet one another, and celebrate the start of summer. And we want you to be there. 
Whether or not you’re involved in a parish group, this is a chance to connect with others from 
Third who live near you, meet your Shepherding Elders, Deacons, and parish group leaders, 
and just enjoy a meal together. Find your parish area and the details for your area’s gathering: 
thirdrva.org/parish-life. 

*Gayton and Lauderdale groups are meeting on Saturday, June 1.

Important Changes to Our Online Giving!
We plan to phase out our current online giving platform (ServiceU) by May 30. On May 31, 
our online giving and registration pages will link to our new platform, ShelbyNext Giving. If you 
have a recurring gift setup through ServiceU Giving, you will need to cancel it in ServiceU and 
re-establish it in ShelbyNext, and create a new username and password. Please contact Lynley 
Steadman for help with any of this (lynleys@thirdrva.org) or visit our Help Desk on June 2 and 
9 in between services in the Commons.

Forgotten No More: Coffee & Conversation – Sunday, June 2, 10:00 a.m.
Forgotten No More will host a Coffee & Conversation with Janet Kelly from Virginia Kids 
Belong on Sunday, June 2 at 10:00 a.m. in Room 217. Janet will share about how churches are 
addressing the foster care crisis and how our Third family can be involved. Come and get your 
questions answered and help be the solution!
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NEWS & EVENTS

Mission Scholarship and Training Fund – Support Our Short-Term Missions!
Our church is taking two short-term trips this year: one group (of over 40 people) will serve in 
Haiti, and our students will be serving through relief work in Wilmington, NC. To support these 
efforts, we are raising $25,000 and need your help. Give to this special offering by using the 
envelopes in the pews in front of you, or by giving online at: thirdrva.org/generosity.

Annual Sam Jackson Charity Golf Outing – Monday, June 17
Third Golfers in Fellowship hosts this annual golf outing at Richmond Country Club to bring 
together golfers and raise money for a mission partner. This Captain’s Choice is suited for all 
levels of golfers, and is open to all: men, women, and teens. Sign up as individuals or pairs, 
and you’ll be placed on teams. Check-in begins at 8:00 a.m., with a shotgun start at 9:00 a.m. 
Lunch to follow. Sign up ($85; covers greens fees, golf cart, range balls, lunch, and donation to 
Urban Hope): thirdrva.org/events.

Welcome Back College Student Lunch at the McCrays 
Sunday, June 2, 1:00–3:00 p.m.
Welcome back home, college students! Come join us to enjoy some free food, spend 
time reconnecting with friends, meet the new Director of College Ministry and hear about 
opportunities for young people at Third over the summer. RSVP to Drew Cleveland for address 
info: drewc@thirdrva.org or (703) 901-1606.
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents or 
Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)



22

SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us this week at 10:00 a.m. for the following Sunday school class opportunity, which is 
open to all. For full descriptions about our classes, visit thirdrva.org/Sunday-discipleship.

Rest for Your Souls
Room 217 | Led by Erin Rose

Jesus is inviting every weary soul to rest in him. Together, we’ll take a close look at several of 
Jesus’ encounters with men and women in the gospels where we see his invitation to rest, inviting 
us away from carrying burdens and toward a life patterned after him.

Note: The Book of Acts study, The Metamorphosis Class, and The Good News 
Class will not be meeting today, May 26.

Questions about our Sunday school classes? Contact Derek Mondeau: derekm@thirdrva.org.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, May 26
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary

Monday, May 27
All Day  Memorial Day: Church office closed

Tuesday, May 28
9:00 a.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 
6:00 p.m. Session dinner and meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Wednesday, May 29
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Thursday, May 30
7:00 p.m. Worship Team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice – Choir Room



¡Bienvenido! 欢迎!  Добро пожаловать!

If you’re new with us, we’d love to get to know you. Fill out one 
of the Connect Cards in front of you, drop it in the offering, 
and we’ll be in touch. 

3. FIND COMMUNITY

2. LEARN ABOUT THIRD

1. CONNECT WITH US

Visit our website (thirdrva.org), sign up for our ministry emails 
(thirdrva.org/signup), and pick up a copy of Third Press, our 
monthly newsletter, from around the church.

Our parish groups provide the opportunity for each person 
at Third to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city.  
Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life. 

We’re so glad you’re here.

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | Twitter Facebook-Square Instagram @thirdrva | 804-282-4645 

Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians

WELCOME!


