
EASTERTIDE  |  SUNDAY, MAY 5, 2019

“It is not so much the case that God has a mission for his  
church in the world, as that God has a church for his mission in the world.  

Mission was not made for the church; the church was made for mission – God’s mission.”

CHRISTOPHER J.H. WRIGHT

Called together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ.

HAPPY BLESSED FEET 
— of the — 

GOSPEL



As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” 
with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s 
works of salvation and renewal. Not only do 
we mark the seasons of the Christian year 
through the readings and music in our worship 
service, we also use colors and textures to 
enrich our space and experience of worship.

After six weeks of somber purple to mark the 
Lenten season of repentance and remembrance 
of Jesus’ suffering, during Eastertide the 
Sanctuary is transformed into a place of 
celebration and joy. The colors of white and 
gold remind us that Jesus is King, and that his 
resurrection has overcome death and washed 
us clean of our sins. Even the lilies of the field 
join us as we lift up our hands and voices in 
praise of the One who is renewing all things by 
his power and love.

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “Christ is Alive, Let Christians Sing” Jeff Hummel 
  (Wilbur Held)

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Psalm 19:14

Leader: May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts 
be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. 

People: Amen.

Silent Preparation for Worship

Let’s quiet our hearts in preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 67

Leader: May the peoples praise you, God;
People: May all the peoples praise you.
Leader: May the nations be glad and sing for joy,
People: For you rule the peoples with equity  

and guide the nations of all the earth.
Leader: May the peoples praise you, God;
Everyone: May all the peoples praise you.

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” (Music on page 4) 
  “Great I Am” (Words on page 6)

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 
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OH, FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING

Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing my great Redeemer’s praise, 
The glories of my God and King, the triumphs of his grace!

The name of Jesus charms our fears and bids our sorrows cease; 
’Tis music in the sinner’s ears, ’tis life and health and peace.

Refrain

He breaks the power of canceled sin, he sets the prisoner free; 
His blood can make the foulest clean; his blood availed for me.

My gracious Master and my God, assist me to proclaim, 
To spread through all the earth abroadthe honors of your name.

Refrain
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GREAT I AM

I wanna be close, close to your side, so heaven is real and death is a lie. 
I wanna hear voices of angels above, singing as one.

Hallelujah, holy, holy, God Almighty, great I Am. 
Who is worthy? None beside thee, God Almighty,  
The great I Am.

I wanna be near, near to your heart, loving the world, hating the dark. 
I wanna see dry bones living again, singing as one.

The mountains shake before you, the demons run and flee 
At the mention of your name, King of majesty. 
There is no pow’r in hell or any who can stand 
Before the power and the presence of the great I Am, 
The great I Am, the great I Am!
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Everyone: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known,  
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may perfectly love you 
and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ, our Lord.  
Amen.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort and Assurance

Leader: What can wash away our sins?
People: Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Leader: We are brothers and sisters through his blood.
People: We have died together, we will rise together,  

we will live together.
Leader: In and through Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
People: Thanks be to God!
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THANKSGIVING

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple like 
“Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”

Our Offerings
Pray for Needle’s Eye Ministries and founder Buddy Childress as they seek to build connections 
between business professionals and matters of faith and to encourage men and women to 
impact our community with Christ’s values, ethics, and love.

Offertory  Song by guest musician Emil Awad

† Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Isaiah 52:7–10 

7 How beautiful on the mountains 
  are the feet of those who bring good news, 
 who proclaim peace, 
  who bring good tidings, 
  who proclaim salvation, 
 who say to Zion, 
  “Your God reigns!” 
8 Listen! Your watchmen lift up their voices; 
  together they shout for joy. 
 When the Lord returns to Zion, 
  they will see it with their own eyes. 
9 Burst into songs of joy together, 
  you ruins of Jerusalem, 
 for the Lord has comforted his people, 
  he has redeemed Jerusalem. 
10  The Lord will lay bare his holy arm 
  in the sight of all the nations, 
 and all the ends of the earth will see 
  the salvation of our God.

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message 
  “Happy Blessed Feet of the Gospel” 
  Tharwat Wahba
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RESPONDING

We respond to God’s word.

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Everyone: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, 
you have made us in your image and for yourself. 
You have made this good world for us to tend and to enjoy. 
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You sought your ancient people when they strayed from you. 
You freed them from the oppressor and brought them home. 
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You have sent your Son to bring us home to you. 
By his Incarnation–

People: You have found us.

Leader: By his Death–
People: You have forgiven us.

Leader: By his Resurrection–
People: You have freed us. 

Leader: God, our Father, 
People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.
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RESPONDING

Leader: In union with Jesus Christ of Nazareth, our Great High Priest, and with  
all who worship you, both in heaven and on earth, we offer you our  
praise, saying:

People:  Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest; 
blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution  From 1 Corinthians 11:23–26

“The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same 
way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you eat this bread and drink this 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy Spirit on our bread and 
wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of Christ, and on your people, 
that we may be the body of Christ, reconciled to you and to each other by his 
blood. By your Holy Spirit make us—

People: One with Christ, 
one with each other, 
and one in mission to all the world,

Leader: Until Christ shall come in final victory 
and we feast together at his heavenly banquet. 
We cry, Maranatha!

People: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.
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RESPONDING

The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because the 
bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When we come 
forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the Holy Spirit, 
extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome anyone to the table who is willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by the cost 
of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide 
me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the light and life you 
promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but through 
you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on 
the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete acceptance. Knowing that you 
have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.
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RESPONDING

Communion Song “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross” Choir 
(8:45, 11:15 services) (Gilbert Martin)

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of Glory died, 
My richest gain I count but loss, and pour contempt on all my pride.

Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast save in the death of Christ my God! 
All the vain things that charm me most, I sacrifice them to his blood.

See, from his head, his hands, his feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down! 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet, or thorns compose so rich a crown?

Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were a present far too small; 
Love so amazing, so divine, demands my soul, my life, my all!

Communion Song “Bread of the World in Mercy Broken” Worship Team

Bread of the world in mercy broken, wine of the soul in mercy shed, 
By whom the words of life were spoken and in whose death our sins are dead: 
Look on the heart by sorrow broken; look on the tears by sinners shed; 
So may your feast become the token; that by your grace our souls be fed. 

Communion Song  “Lift Up Your Hearts Unto the Lord” Worship Team

Lift up your hearts unto the Lord, lift up your hearts unto the Lord. 
Sing alleluia, sing alleluia; lift up your hearts unto the Lord!

In Christ the world has been redeemed, in Christ the world has been redeemed. 
Sing alleluia, sing alleluia; in Christ the world has been redeemed.

His resurrection sets us free, his resurrection sets us free. 
Sing alleluia, sing alleluia; his resurrection sets us free.

Therefore we celebrate the feast, therefore we celebrate the feast. 
Sing alleluia, sing alleluia; therefore we celebrate the feast.

Sing alleluia to the Lord, sing alleluia to the Lord. 
Sing alleluia, sing alleluia; sing alleluia to the Lord.
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RESPONDING

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory for ever. Amen.

Prayer Needs

For health: Stephanie Brooks, Livie Gaertner (daughter of mission partners Chris and Leah), 
Mary Ann Hancock, Frances Eichost, Christie Geraty, Elva White, Milton Jones, Strick Smith, 
Betty Cox, Brad Bishop, Julie Walden, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones: Pam Douglas (father 4/22);  
Ken Newsome (father, 4/16); Bonnie Smith (husband Marc, 4/8); Tom Barila (mother, 3/28); 
Linda Newsome (mother, 3/29); Rich Ruch (brother); Donna Davis (brother, 3/24);  
Libby Cornett (father, 3/23); Hal Tyler (wife Ann, 3/19); Scott Frayser (sister-in-law, 3/18); 
Holly Smith (mother, 3/9); Gretchen Gravely (brother, 3/3)

For Metro Richmond: We pray for the churches and religious institutions of Metropolitan 
Richmond: for all who seek God on behalf of others; for pastors, ministers, missionaries, 
intercessors and other servants of Christ.
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SENDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Song of Commission “Thine Is the Glory” #187 in the Hymnal

† Commission and Benediction  From Romans 10:14–15

Leader:  How can they call on the one they have not believed in?  
And how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard?  
And how can they hear without someone preaching to them?  
And how can anyone preach unless they are sent?  
As it is written: 

Everyone: “How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!”

† Postlude  ”Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” Jeff Hummel 
 (11:15 service only) (Diane Bish)

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given by Shaun Mortensen and family in loving memory of her father. 

Today we celebrate the birth of Mason Turner Boyce, born on April 17 to Chrissy and 
Zach Boyce.

Today we welcome Dr. Tharwat Wahba, author, professor, and the chair of the mission 
department in Evangelical Theological Seminary in Cairo, Egypt. He is also the chairman of 
Pastoral and Outreach Ministries Council of the Synod of the Nile, the Evangelical Presbyterian 
Church of Egypt. He has a vision and a ministry for church planting, and missions in Egypt and 
the Middle East.
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NEWS & EVENTS

This morning! Student Ministry Dessert Auction – Fellowship Hall
Bid on delectable treats and raise money for our student’s relief mission trip to Wilmington, NC!  
Treats will be set up for bidding in the Fellowship Hall, for the whole morning. Stop by in 
between services, place a bid, and take home a delicious baked good for a great cause.  
Don’t miss the Experience Egypt exhibit while you’re there too! 

Today! Our Missions Conference Continues –  
Interactive ‘Experience Egypt’ Exhibit and Lunch with Jen Haddox
As part of our Missions Conference this weekend, we have an exhibit set up in the Fellowship 
Hall with various interactive stations such as learning folk dances, preparing traditional Turkish 
and making crafts of Egyptian symbols and figures. This is family-friendly so please swing by 
and bid on desserts there as well! Then, stick around for a free lunch with Jen Haddox, ECO’s 
Global Engagement Directory in Room 101 to discuss the state of global engagement within 
our denomination. 

Mission Scholarship and Training Fund – Kicks off today!
Our church is taking two short-term trips this year: one group (of over 40 people!) will serve in 
Haiti, and our students will be serving through relief work in Wilmington NC. To support these 
efforts, we are raising $25,000 and need your help. Give to this special offering through using 
the envelopes in the pews in front of you, or by giving online at: thirdrva.org/generosity. 

Muslim World Prayer Month
We are partaking in the largest ongoing international call to Christians to pray for the Muslim 
world during the annual observance of Ramadan which begins May 6. Ramadan is Islam’s 
important annual month of fasting and religious observation. Pick up a Muslim Prayer Guide in 
the Narthex, Steeple Corridor or the Commons Area. One or two per family please.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us this week for one of our adult Sunday school class opportunities. Our classes meet at 
10:00 a.m. and are open to all. Explore one today, happening throughout the church building. 
For class descriptions about each class: thirdrva.org/Sunday-discipleship.  

Questions about our Sunday school classes? Contact Derek Mondeau: derekm@thirdrva.org.

Rest for Your Souls
Room 217 | Led by Erin Rose

Jesus is inviting every weary soul to rest in 
him. Together, we’ll take a close look at 
several of Jesus’ encounters with men  
and women in the gospels where we see  
his invitation to rest, inviting us away  
from carrying burdens and toward a life  
patterned after him.

Book of Acts Study
Room 213 | Led by Andrew Fuller  
and Jennifer Parham

Study Acts and explore what it has to say 
about our theology, our community, and our 
outreach. 

Metamorphosis Class
Vault Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
Led by Mary Damon

Delve into scripture and brain research to 
address questions like “Why can’t I control 
my anger, my eating, my wasting time online, 
my   ?”

Good News Class: 
Study of the Gospel of Mark
Room 101 | Led by Dave Carroll,  
David Skove, and Dave Beckmann

Join us for expository Bible teaching of the 
Gospel of Mark, centered on understanding 
and applying God’s word for his glory and 
our growth as his people.
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents or 
Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

Student Ministry: Sunday Night Gatherings – 7:00–8:30 p.m.
Students in 7th–12th grade are welcome to join us on Sunday evenings in the Fellowship Hall. 
Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) with questions.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, May 5
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
9:00 a.m. Student ministry dessert auction – Fellowship Hall 
10:00 a.m. Parish Core Leader Training – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave. 
10:00 a.m.  Mission Conference: “Experience Egypt” – Fellowship Hall 
12:30 p.m. Mission Conference: Lunch with Jen Haddox – Room 101 
12:30 p.m. Praying for Our Nation – Parlor 
7:00 p.m. Mission Conference: CAC worship service – Sanctuary  
7:00 p.m. Sunday night student gatherings – Fellowship Hall

Monday, May 6
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, May 7
7:00 p.m. Muslim world prayer group – Laurie Chalifoux’ home (804-740-1199)

Wednesday, May 8
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Thursday, May 9
7:00 p.m. Worship Team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice – Choir Room

Saturday, May 11
4:00 p.m. “Forgotten No More” Foster Care Parents’ Night Out – Fellowship Hall



¡Bienvenido! 欢迎!  Добро пожаловать!

Visit our website (thirdrva.org), sign up for our ministry emails 
(thirdrva.org/signup), and pick up a copy of Third Press, our 
monthly newsletter, from around the church.

3. FIND COMMUNITY

2. JOIN US FOR COFFEE

1. LEARN ABOUT THIRD

Come to our next Welcome Coffee on May 19 at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Parlor. You’ll meet a few people and learn about Third’s 
vision, what we believe, and how you can get involved.

Our parish groups provide the opportunity for each person 
at Third to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city.  
Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life. 

We’re so glad you’re here.
If you’re new with us, we’d love to get to know you. Fill out one of the Connect Cards in front of 
you, drop it in the offering, and we’ll be in touch.

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | Twitter Facebook-Square Instagram @thirdrva | 804-282-4645 

Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians

WELCOME!


