
“Was it not necessary?”

Called together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ.

EASTERTIDE  |  SUNDAY, APRIL 28, 2019

“O Thou who this mysterious bread 
Didst in Emmaus break,  

Return, herewith our souls to feed,  
And to thy followers speak.”

CHARLES WESLEY



¡Bienvenido! 欢迎!  Добро пожаловать!

Visit our website (thirdrva.org), sign up for our ministry emails 
(thirdrva.org/signup), and pick up a copy of Third Press, our 
monthly newsletter, from around the church.

3. FIND COMMUNITY

2. JOIN US FOR COFFEE

1. LEARN ABOUT THIRD

Come to our next Welcome Coffee on May 19 at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Parlor. You’ll meet a few people and learn about Third’s 
vision, what we believe, and how you can get involved.

Our parish groups provide the opportunity for each person 
at Third to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city.  
Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life. 

We’re so glad you’re here.
If you’re new with us, we’d love to get to know you. Fill out one of the Connect Cards in front of 
you, drop it in the offering, and we’ll be in touch.

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | Twitter Facebook-Square Instagram @thirdrva | 804-282-4645 

Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians

WELCOME!
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As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” 
with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s 
works of salvation and renewal. Not only do 
we mark the seasons of the Christian year 
through the readings and music in our worship 
service, we also use colors and textures to 
enrich our space and experience of worship.

After six weeks of somber purple to mark the 
Lenten season of repentance and remembrance 
of Jesus’ suffering, during Eastertide the 
Sanctuary is transformed into a place of 
celebration and joy. The colors of white and 
gold remind us that Jesus is King, and that his 
resurrection has overcome death and washed 
us clean of our sins. Even the lilies of the field 
join us as we lift up our hands and voices in 
praise of the One who is renewing all things by 
his power and love.

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude  Susan Pottle

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Psalm 19:14

Leader: May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts 
be pleasing in your sight, O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer. 

People: Amen.

Silent Preparation for Worship

Let’s quiet our hearts in preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Revelation 5:12–13

Leader: Worthy is the Lamb who was slain 
to receive power and riches and wisdom  
and strength and honor and glory and blessing!

People: Blessing and honor and glory and power  
be to the one seated on the throne  
and to the Lamb forever and ever!

† Song of Praise “O Worship the King” #2 in the Hymnal 
  “Living Hope” Words on page 5

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 
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How great the chasm that lay between us,  
How high the mountain I could not climb. 
In desperation I turned to heaven  
And spoke your name into the night. 
Then through the darkness, your lovingkindness  
Tore through the shadows of my soul. 
The work is finished, the end is written.  
Jesus Christ, my living hope.

Who could imagine so great a mercy?  
What heart could fathom such boundless grace? 
The God of Ages stepped down from glory  
To wear my sin and bear my shame. 
The cross has spoken; I am forgiven.  
The King of kings calls me his own. 
Beautiful Savior, I’m yours forever.  
Jesus Christ, my living hope.

Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free! 
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me! 
You have broken every chain. 
There’s salvation in your name. 
Jesus Christ, my living hope.

Then came the morning that sealed the promise;  
Your buried body began to breathe. 
Out of the silence, the roaring Lion  
Declared the grave has no claim on me.

© 2017 Phil Wickham Music, Simply Global Songs, Sing My Songs  
Bethel Music Publishing; CCLI License # 706798

LIVING HOPE
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Everyone: Jesus Lord, in your mercy, 
by your holy life that heals us, 
by your holy death that saves us, 
by your Holy Spirit with us, 
come to cleanse these sinners that we are. 
Set us free to obey you; 
make us clear to stand before you; 
then, for your mercy, we will praise you.  
Amen.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort  From 1 Timothy 1:15 and 1 Peter 2:24

Leader: This is a trustworthy statement that deserves full acceptance, 
that Jesus Christ came into the world to save sinners.  
He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, 
so that we, free from sin, might live for righteousness;  
by his wounds we have been healed.

People: Thanks be to God!

Jesus paid it all, all to him I owe. 
Sin had left a crimson stain; he washed it white as snow!
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THANKSGIVING

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple like 
“Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”

Our Offerings
Pray for our mission partner Missy DeRegibus as she leads the ministry of Cogito on the campus 
of Hampden-Sydney College to disciple students in Jesus Christ.

Interview with mission partners Bob and Elaine

† Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.



8

PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Luke 24:13–32

13 Now that same day two of them were going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem. 14 They were talking with each other about everything that had happened.  
15 As they talked and discussed these things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked 
along with them; 16 but they were kept from recognizing him.
17 He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?”
They stood still, their faces downcast. 18 One of them, named Cleopas, asked him, “Are you the 
only one visiting Jerusalem who does not know the things that have happened there in these 
days?”
19 “What things?” he asked.
“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before 
God and all the people. 20 The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced 
to death, and they crucified him; 21 but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to 
redeem Israel. And what is more, it is the third day since all this took place. 22 In addition, some 
of our women amazed us. They went to the tomb early this morning 23 but didn’t find his body. 
They came and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive. 24 Then 
some of our companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they did 
not see Jesus.”
25 He said to them, “How foolish you are, and how slow to believe all that the prophets have 
spoken! 26 Did not the Messiah have to suffer these things and then enter his glory?” 27 And 
beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all the 
Scriptures concerning himself.
28 As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus continued on as if he were 
going farther. 29 But they urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it is nearly evening; the day is 
almost over.” So he went in to stay with them.
30 When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give 
it to them. 31 Then their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and he disappeared from 
their sight. 32 They asked each other, “Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with 
us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?”

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message: 
  “Was it not necessary?” 
  Corey Widmer
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RESPONDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Prayers of Response  “Open the Eyes of My Heart”

Open the eyes of my heart, Lord; open the eyes of my heart. 
I want to see you, I want to see you.

To see you high and lifted up, shining in the light of your glory. 
Pour out your power and love, as we sing holy, holy, holy.

† The Lord’s Prayer

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory for ever. Amen.

Prayer Needs

For health: Livie Gaertner (daughter of mission partners Chris and Leah), Mary Ann Hancock,  
Frances Eichost, Jean Johnson, Peggy Harvey, Evi Burgin, Christie Geraty, Elva White,  
Milton Jones, Strick Smith, Nancy Bonsack, Betty Cox, Brad Bishop, Julie Walden,  
Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones: Pam Douglas (father 4/22);  
Ken Newsome (father, 4/16); Bonnie Smith (husband Marc, 4/8); Tom Barila (mother, 3/28); 
Linda Newsome (mother, 3/29); Rich Ruch (brother); Donna Davis (brother, 3/24);  
Libby Cornett (father, 3/23); Hal Tyler (wife Ann, 3/19); Scott Frayser (sister-in-law, 3/18); 
Holly Smith (mother, 3/9); Gretchen Gravely (brother, 3/3)

For Metro Richmond: We pray for the power of the resurrection to transform metropolitan 
Richmond: for the redeeming power of God to work justice, righteousness, opportunity, and 
mutual flourishing.



11

SENDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Song of Commission “Be Thou My Vision” #859 in the Hymnal

† Commission and Benediction  From 1 Corinthians 15:57–58

Leader:  Thanks be to God!

People: He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.
Leader:  Therefore let nothing move you. 

Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord,

People: Because we know that our labor in the Lord is not in vain.

† Postlude (11:15 service only)  Susan Pottle

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given by Ron and Ann Klipp in memory of Ron’s mother, Juanita Klipp, 
whose birthday was on March 27.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Student Ministry Dessert Auction – Sunday morning, May 5, Fellowship Hall
Bid on delectable treats and raise money for our students’ relief mission trip to Wilmington, NC!  
Treats will be set up for bidding in the Fellowship Hall the morning of May 5. Stop by in 
between services, place a bid, and take home a delicious baked good for a great cause. Want 
to contribute a dessert for auction? Sign up: thirdrva.org/events. 

Called as Witnesses: Annual Missions Conference, May 3–5 at Third Church
Over the past few years, several ECO churches have begun sister church partnerships in Egypt. 
Why Egypt? How is the church growing? And how can we be a part of it? Join us for this 
special weekend to learn more about Egypt, what it means for our church family, and how we 
can engage more fully with our call to be witnesses. Our weekend is full of dynamic activities 
for all ages. Check out the full schedule at: thirdrva.org/events. 

Quarterly Men’s Dinner – Tuesday, April 30, 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Enjoy the start of spring with burgers and dogs off the grill and good connections with other 
men. Kenney Grigg will share some “Lessons for a Lifetime” from his experiences of finding 
community in Christ alongside other men. Sign up online ($5) at thirdrva.org/events. 

Today! Meet Our Mission Partners Bob and Elaine – 12:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Come to this (free!) lunch to catch up with Bob and Elaine, Third covenant partners and mission 
partners. After years in the international neighborhood befriending students with the love of 
God, they have now moved into a pastoral role, encouraging and visiting alumni across the 
U.S. and discipling several who follow Jesus Christ. No RSVP necessary.

Help a Mission Partner in Richmond! Stephanie Black in search of housing
Do you know of any short-term furnished rental housing in Richmond for May–June? One of 
our mission partners, Stephanie Black, is looking for a short-term rental. 2+ bedrooms, 2 baths, 
and a budget of $2000/month. If you have any suggestions, please contact Rebecca Hatton 
(rebeccah@thirdrva.org) in the church office. 

Muslim World Prayer Month: Begins May 6! 
We are partaking in the largest ongoing international call to Christians to pray for the Muslim 
world during the annual observance of Ramadan which begins May 6. Ramadan is Islam’s 
important annual month of fasting and religious observation. Pick up a Muslim Prayer Guide in 
the Narthex, Steeple Corridor or the Commons Area. One or two per family, please.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us this week for one of our adult Sunday school class opportunities. Our classes meet at 
10:00 a.m. and are open to all. Explore one today, happening throughout the church building. 
For class descriptions about each class: thirdrva.org/Sunday-discipleship.  

Questions about our Sunday school classes? Contact Derek Mondeau: derekm@thirdrva.org.

Rest for Your Souls
Room 217 | Led by Erin Rose

Jesus is inviting every weary soul to rest in 
him. Together, we’ll take a close look at 
several of Jesus’ encounters with men  
and women in the gospels where we see  
his invitation to rest, inviting us away  
from carrying burdens and toward a life  
patterned after him.

Book of Acts Study
Room 213 | Led by Andrew Fuller  
and Jennifer Parham

Study Acts and explore what it has to say 
about our theology, our community, and our 
outreach. 

Metamorphosis Class
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
Led by Mary Damon

Delve into scripture and brain research to 
address questions like “Why can’t I control 
my anger, my eating, my wasting time online, 
my   ?”

Good News Class: 
Study of the Gospel of Mark
Room 101 | Led by Dave Carroll,  
David Skove, and Dave Beckmann

Join us for expository Bible teaching of the 
Gospel of Mark, centered on understanding 
and applying God’s word for his glory and 
our growth as his people.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, April 28
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
12:00 p.m. Luncheon with mission partners Bob and Elaine – Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Sunday night student gatherings – Fellowship Hall

Monday, April 29
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, April 30
6:00 p.m. Men’s Ministry Quarterly Dinner – Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, May 1
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Thursday, May 2
6:00 p.m. Healing Prayer Group – Student Ministry Area 
7:00 p.m. Guided Tour of the Bible – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice – Choir Room

Friday, May 3
7:00 p.m. Mission Conference: Worship service with dessert and coffee – Fellowship Hall

Saturday, May 4
10:00 a.m.  Mission Conference: “Experience Egypt” – Fellowship Hall 
5:30 p.m. Mission Conference: Egyptian dinner and message – Fellowship Hall



QUESTION 12

“Was it not necessary?”

Sit in a comfortable position. Inhale and exhale deeply several times. Try to let go of distractions, 
quiet your thoughts and open yourself up to God. Invite the Lord to meet you and speak to you 
during your time with him.

Read Luke 24:13-32 slowly, perhaps out loud. 
Imagine the scene and put yourself in the 
situation.

In many ways, this passage is about having the 
spiritual vision to see the risen Jesus in everyday 
life. Do you struggle to connect with Jesus in 
everyday life? Do you struggle to believe he is 
really there, that he is actively at work in your 
life in the world? Talk honestly to God about 
your doubts and struggles.



Week of April 28, 2019

Are there things in your life that are preventing you from seeing Jesus? Lack of faith? Hopelessness? 
Distraction? Busyness? Talk about these things with God.

Jesus opened the eyes of the disciples and made it possible for them to see him. Growth as a 
Christian happens when we increasingly see and experience what is already true. Take Paul’s 
prayer below and pray through it for yourself, for your loved ones, for those that you know who 
don’t know Jesus.

“I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your 
inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being 
rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp 
how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.” 

Ephesians 3:16–19


