
LENT  |  SUNDAY, MARCH 31, 2019

“Whoever understands the suffering of  
the Son of Man understands God.  

It is there, and not in heavenly splendor,  
that one sees the heart of God.”

EDUARD SCHWEIZER

 “Who do you say I am?”

Called together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ.



¡Bienvenido! 欢迎!  Добро пожаловать!

Visit our website (thirdrva.org), sign up for our ministry emails 
(thirdrva.org/signup), and pick up a copy of Third Press, our 
monthly newsletter, from around the church.

3. FIND COMMUNITY

2. JOIN US FOR COFFEE

1. LEARN ABOUT THIRD

Come to our next Welcome Coffee on April 14 at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Parlor. You’ll meet a few people and learn about Third’s 
vision, what we believe, and how you can get involved.

Our parish groups provide the opportunity for each person 
at Third to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city.  
Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life. 

We’re so glad you’re here.
If you’re new with us, we’d love to get to know you. Fill out one of the Connect Cards in front of 
you, drop it in the offering, and we’ll be in touch.

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | Twitter Facebook-Square Instagram @thirdrva | 804-282-4645 

Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians

WELCOME!



During the season of Lent that began on Ash 
Wednesday, we continue to remember that 
followers of Jesus “tell time differently” with a 
calendar shaped by the story of God’s works 
of salvation and renewal. Not only do we mark 
the seasons of the Christian year through the 
readings and music in our worship service, 
we also use colors and textures to enrich our 
space and experience of worship.

Our banners of royal purple ribbons were 
introduced during Advent to reflect the way 
we can rejoice in the signs of new creation 
while acknowledging that many signs of hope 
still seem fractured, dim, and obscured by the 

present world. Now, in a season focused on remembering Jesus’ suffering on our behalf—and 
for repentance and self-reflection of our own sins for which he died—we have added additional 
layers of gray and brown and gauze to represent Jesus’ rejection and submission to the pain 
of the world. Because we grieve together as one Body of Christ and not just as individuals, our 
banners also include strips of printed and painted cloth made together by men, women and 
children of our congregation (along with neighbors and visitors) as part of our Journey to the 
Cross meditation experience—a response with hands and hearts as well as minds to the sacrifice 
made by Jesus. 

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “Voluntary in D Major” Jeff Hummel 
  (William Selby)

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Habakkuk 2:20

Leader: The Lord is in his holy temple;
People: Let all the earth be silent before him.

Silent Preparation for Worship

Let’s quiet our hearts in preparation for worship.

Prayer of Adoration

† Call to Worship “Famous One” Refrain and Responsive Readings

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 
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GATHERING

Responsive Reading  From Psalm 86:8–10

Leader:  There is none like you, O Lord, nor are there any works like yours.
People:  All the nations you have made shall come  

and bow down before you, O Lord,
Leader:  And they shall glorify your name.
Everyone: For you are great and do wondrous things; you alone are God. 

Refrain

Responsive Reading  From Revelation 15:3–4

Leader: Great and marvelous are your deeds, Lord God Almighty!
People: Just and true are your ways, King of the ages.
Leader:  Who will not fear you, O Lord, and bring glory to your name?
Everyone: For you alone are holy. All nations will come and worship you!

Refrain

† Songs of Praise “How Deep the Father’s Love for Us” (Music on Page 6)
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HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE FOR US
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Call to Confession “Have Mercy” (Music below)

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort and Assurance  From 1 Timothy 1:15

Leader: “Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance:  
Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners.”

 May Almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, 
bring you his pardon and peace, now and forever.

People: Amen.

Child Dedication (11:15 service only)  John Dawei Grigg

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you. 
And give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace forever.
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THANKSGIVING

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple like 
“Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”

Our Offerings
Pray for the ministry of the love of Christ through Nehemiah’s Workshop volunteers, who train 
youth and adults in Church Hill in confidence and ability in conducting basic home repairs, 
knowledge about basic tools, and woodworking skills in order to build self-esteem and improve 
their lifestyles at home and in the workplace.

Offertory “Who You Say I Am” Worship Team

Who am I that the highest King would welcome me? 
I was lost but he brought me in. Oh, his love for me. Oh, his love for me.

Who the Son sets free, oh, is free indeed. 
I’m a child of God; yes I am!

Free at last! He has ransomed me; his grace runs deep. 
While I was a slave to sin, Jesus died for me; yes, he died for me.

Who the Son sets free, oh, is free indeed. 
I’m a child of God; yes, I am! 
In my Father’s house there’s a place for me. 
I’m a child of God; yes, I am!

I am chosen, not forsaken; I am who you say I am. 
You are for me, not against me; I am who you say I am.

† Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Mark 8:27–37 

27 Jesus and his disciples went on to the villages around Caesarea Philippi. On the way he 
asked them, “Who do people say I am?”

28 They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, one of the 
prophets.”

29 “But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?”

Peter answered, “You are the Messiah.”

30 Jesus warned them not to tell anyone about him.

31 He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected 
by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after 
three days rise again. 32 He spoke plainly about this, and Peter took him aside and began to 
rebuke him.

33 But when Jesus turned and looked at his disciples, he rebuked Peter. “Get behind me, Satan!” 
he said. “You do not have in mind the concerns of God, but merely human concerns.”

34 Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: “Whoever wants to be 
my disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross and follow me. 35 For whoever wants 
to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the gospel will save it. 
36 What good is it for someone to gain the whole world, yet forfeit their soul? 37 Or what can 
anyone give in exchange for their soul?

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message: 
  “Who do you say I am?” 
  Corey Widmer
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RESPONDING

We respond to God’s word.

Song of Response “You Are the Christ!” Choir 
  (Martin)

Jesus gathered the chosen together.  Then he asked this question:   
“Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 
“Who do they say I am?  Who do you say I am?”

You are the Christ, you are Messiah. 
You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. 
You are the King, you are the Savior. 
You are the Way, the Truth, the Life, you are the Christ! 
O Lord Most High, you are the Christ!

Once unto every man and nation comes a moment to decide. 
What will our answer be to Jesus?  Will we in faith reply?

You are the Christ, you are Messiah. 
You are the Christ, the Son of the Living God. 
You are the King, you are the Savior. 
You are the Way, the Truth, the Life, you are the Christ! 
O Lord Most High, you are the Christ!

You are the Christ!
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RESPONDING

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory for ever. Amen.

Prayer Needs

For Health
Mary Ann Hancock, Frances Eichost, Jean Johnson, Peggy Harvey, Evi Burgin, Christie Geraty, 
Elva White, Milton Jones, Strick Smith, Nancy Bonsack, Betty Cox, Brad Bishop, Julie Walden,  
Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones
Rich Ruch (brother); Donna Davis (brother); Libby Cornett (father, 3/23); Hal Tyler  
(wife Ann, 3/19); Scott Frayser (sister-in-law, 3/18); Holly Smith (mother, 3/9);  
Gretchen Gravely (brother, 3/3); Jennifer, Emma, Katherine, John, and Ava Fitch, Cullen and 
Faye Rivers (Dru Fitch, husband, father, grandfather, and son-in-law, 2/17); Becky Glasgow 
and Lauralee Allen (mother, grandmother, 2/4); Ellen Duerksen (husband Greg, 1/31)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for health care in metropolitan Richmond: for clinics, medical personnel, and all 
institutions that serve persons who are uninsured or underinsured.
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SENDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Song of Commission “Lift High the Cross” #264 in the Hymnal 
   Verses 1, 4, 5, 6, 7

† Commission and Benediction  From Hebrews 12:1–2

Leader:  Since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off 
everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with 
perseverance the race marked out for us.

People:  Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of our faith,  
who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, 
and sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.

† Postlude  “If Thou But Suffer God to Guide Thee” Jeff Hummel 
 (11:15 service only) ( J. S. Bach)

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given to the glory of God and in honor of the marriage of Michael 
Armstrong and Elizabeth King, whose wedding took place yesterday, March 30, 2019,  
in the Sanctuary.

Today at the 11:15 service, we celebrate the child dedication of John Dawei (Dee Dee) 
Grigg, son of Amy and John Grigg. Relatives present today are Dale and Ruth Ann Grigg and 
Aaron, Gina, and Noah Padgett. Prayer sponsor is Sue Mondeau.

Today we celebrate the births of Amaryllis “Lily” Joy Allen, born on March 19 to Jessie and 
Josh Allen, and Ann Douglas Copeland, born on March 22 to Sarah and Scott Copeland.

Last week we welcomed our newest Covenant Partners: Brent Ballard (Northwest),  
Betty and Don Brantley (Three Chopt), Christine and Jeff Corbett (Ridge), Anna Demeter 
(City North), Alex and Heather Goulart (Ridge), Mallory Hansen (Grove), Jane Hundley 
(Northwest), Peggy Pavell (City North), Stepha and Peter Phillips (City South), Caitlin Reynolds 
(City South), Matt and Anna Shenk (City North), Bill Stewart (City North), Rhonda and Brian 
Van Huss (Northwest).
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NEWS & EVENTS

Easter Lilies – Now Available to Order
If you’d like to order an Easter lily to enhance worship on Easter Sunday, please contact 
Rebecca Hatton (rebeccah@thirdrva.org or 282-4645, ext. 1101). Each plant is $12.50 and 
can be taken home after Easter worship. Please note whether your lily is in memory or honor of 
someone in particular. Deadline for orders: Friday, April 5.

Easter Egg Hunt – Saturday, April 13, 10:30 a.m. 
Join us for our annual Easter Egg Hunt for families of kindergartners and younger. Siblings are 
welcome to come help too! We’ll have a bounce house and stations to share about the events 
leading up to the Resurrection. It will be hosted at the farm of Christina and James Olmsted: 
1633 Devon Way, Manakin-Sabot, VA 23103. Invite friends and bring a picnic lunch and 
Easter basket (drinks provided). The event is free, but please RSVP: thirdrva.org/events.

Meet Our Mission Partners: Joseph and Marie Kishore – Sunday, April 7
Our mission partners Joseph and Marie Kishore will be with us next Sunday to share in our 
services about their work with New Life Associates in Hyderabad, India. Through their work, 
they aim to strengthen Protestant churches and have constructed the New Life Ministry Center 
which includes a church, hospital and conference center. Meet Joseph and Marie in the 
Sanctuary in between services next Sunday!

Young Women’s Second Saturday Social – April 13, 9:00–10:30 a.m.
Young women of Third: join us for a casual coffee open house at Liz Stiff’s house (409 West 
Clay Street). We want to create a casual space for women in their twenties and thirties to 
connect with one another each month. Swing by to start off your Saturday, meet new people or 
connect with old friends — we’ll have plenty of pastries to share. No RSVP needed, but for any 
questions, email Liz: liz@nativecollab.com.
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HOLY WEEK:  EVENTS LEADING UP TO THE RESURRECTION

More info: thirdrva.org/blog/holy-week-2019

Mozart’s “Requiem”: A Holy Week Concert – April 14 and 15
Our Sanctuary Choir is combining with the choirs and orchestra members of Huguenot Road 
Baptist and Mount Vernon Baptist to present Mozart’s “Requiem.” Join us on Sunday afternoon 
(3:00 p.m., Huguenot Road Baptist) or Monday evening (7:00 p.m., Mount Vernon Baptist).

Maundy Thursday – Thursday, April 18, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
A special worship service with time for reflection, music, scripture readings, and the sacrament 
of Communion. Free and open to all.  

Good Friday Service – Friday, April 19, 12:00 p.m., Sanctuary
A brief worship service in the Sanctuary followed by a Lenten lunch at 12:30 p.m. in the 
Fellowship Hall.

Contemplate the Cross – Friday, April 19, 1:00 – 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
An invitation to personal reflection and prayer on Good Friday. Contemplate, consider and 
commend Jesus’ work on the cross. Drop by anytime between 1:00 and 7:00 p.m. to follow our 
prayer guide while artists’ images of the crucifixion are displayed and sacred music is played. 

Easter Sunday – Sunday, April 21, 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
Celebrate Christ’s victory over the grave with us on Easter morning. This year, we’re holding 
identical, concurrent services in the Fellowship Hall and Sanctuary at both 9:00 and 11:00 a.m.  
Please join your church family for extended fellowship from 10:00–11:00 a.m. 

We are encouraging children to worship alongside their families; however, childcare will still be 
available for children 4 years old and younger. Due to the change in our schedule, we will not 
be holding Sunday school on Easter morning. 

Serve on Easter
Greeting and parking teams are forming now to welcome visitors and help them navigate our 
building and parking lots. We would love to have you on one of these teams!  
To learn more about our parking team, contact Alan Ware: alanw@thirdrva.org.  
To learn more about our greeting team, contact Beth Marriott: bethn@thirdrva.org.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us this week for one of our new adult Sunday school class opportunities. Our classes meet 
at 10:00 a.m. and are open to all. Explore one today!

New class starting April 14 – Rest for Your Souls
Led by Erin Rose

Jesus is inviting every weary soul to rest in him. Together, we’ll take a close look at several of 
Jesus’ encounters with men and women in the gospels where we see his invitation to rest, inviting 
us away from carrying burdens and toward a life patterned after him.

 
For more detailed descriptions about each class, visit thirdrva.org/Sunday-discipleship.

Questions about our Sunday school classes? Contact Derek Mondeau: derekm@thirdrva.org.

Book of Acts Study
Room 213 | Led by Andrew Fuller  
and Jennifer Parham

Study Acts and explore what it has to say 
about our theology, our community, and our 
outreach. 

Metamorphosis Class
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
Led by Mary Damon

Delve into scripture and brain research to 
address questions like “Why can’t I control 
my anger, my eating, my wasting time online, 
my   ?”

Good News Class: 
Study of the Gospel of Mark
Room 101 | Led by Dave Carroll,  
David Skove, and Dave Beckmann

Join us for expository Bible teaching of the 
Gospel of Mark, centered on understanding 
and applying God’s word for his glory and 
our growth as his people.

Swimming With Sharks: And Making 
the Most of It in a Fallen World
Fellowship Hall | Led by Boyd Clarke

What does living “Christianly” mean for us  
in our work environments, where our ability to 
shape the values, purposes, and ethics of the 
workplace is constrained? Explore this with us 
in this 6-week class.
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents or 
Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

Student Ministry: Sunday Night Gatherings
Student Ministry will NOT be meeting tonight, March 31. Next week, students in 7th–12th 
grade are welcome to join us on Sunday evening in the Fellowship Hall from 7:00–8:30 p.m. 
Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) with any questions.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, March 31
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Baptism Class – Choir Room

Monday, April 1
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, April 2
7:00 p.m. Muslim world prayer group – Laurie Chalifoux’ home (804-740-1199)

Wednesday, April 3
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave. 
6:45 p.m. Club 56 – Basement

Thursday, April 4
6:00 p.m. Healing Prayer Group – Student Ministry Area 
7:00 p.m. Guided Tour of the Bible – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice – Choir Room



QUESTION 8

“Who do you say I am?”

Sit in a comfortable position. Inhale and exhale deeply several times. Try to let go of distractions, 
quiet your thoughts and open yourself up to God. Invite the Lord to meet you and speak to you 
during your time with him.

Read Mark 8:27–37 slowly, perhaps out loud. 
Imagine the scene and put yourself in the 
situation. Envision yourself in a conversation 
with Jesus. You are talking as friend to friend, 
not just student to teacher or servant to master. 
He asks you, “Who do you say that I am?” He 
is inviting you to answer him honestly, not just 
telling him what you’re supposed to say but 
honestly naming your doubts and struggles 
with his identity. Spend some time perhaps 
journaling your honest answer to that question.



Week of March 31, 2019

This question of Jesus is concealed below the 
surface of so many of Jesus’ other questions. He 
can ask you, “Why do you worry?” only if you 
believe that he is the trustworthy Lord. He can 
ask, “Do you want to get well?” only if he is the 
one who has power to make you well. He can 
ask, “Has no one condemned you?” only if you 
see that he is not condemning you. His power 
for you rests on your trust in his identity. Talk to 
Jesus about a struggle in your life, and ask him 
to help you trust that he truly is the Messiah, the 
Lord of all. 


