
LENT  |  SUNDAY, MARCH 24, 2019

“With God’s help, I shall become myself.”

SØREN KIERKEGAARD

“Do you want to get well?”

Called together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ.



¡Bienvenido! 欢迎!  Добро пожаловать!

Visit our website (thirdrva.org), sign up for our ministry emails 
(thirdrva.org/signup), and pick up a copy of Third Press, our 
monthly newsletter, from around the church.

3. FIND COMMUNITY

2. JOIN US FOR COFFEE

1. LEARN ABOUT THIRD

Come to our next Welcome Coffee on April 14 at 10:00 a.m. 
in the Parlor. You’ll meet a few people and learn about Third’s 
vision, what we believe, and how you can get involved.

Our parish groups provide the opportunity for each person 
at Third to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city.  
Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life. 

We’re so glad you’re here.
If you’re new with us, we’d love to get to know you. Fill out one of the Connect Cards in front of 
you, drop it in the offering, and we’ll be in touch.

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | Twitter Facebook-Square Instagram @thirdrva | 804-282-4645 

Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians

WELCOME!



During the season of Lent that began on Ash 
Wednesday, we continue to remember that 
followers of Jesus “tell time differently” with a 
calendar shaped by the story of God’s works 
of salvation and renewal. Not only do we mark 
the seasons of the Christian year through the 
readings and music in our worship service, 
we also use colors and textures to enrich our 
space and experience of worship.

Our banners of royal purple ribbons were 
introduced during Advent to reflect the way 
we can rejoice in the signs of new creation 
while acknowledging that many signs of hope 
still seem fractured, dim, and obscured by the 

present world. Now, in a season focused on remembering Jesus’ suffering on our behalf—and 
for repentance and self-reflection of our own sins for which he died—we have added additional 
layers of gray and brown and gauze to represent Jesus’ rejection and submission to the pain 
of the world. Because we grieve together as one Body of Christ and not just as individuals, our 
banners also include strips of printed and painted cloth made together by men, women and 
children of our congregation (along with neighbors and visitors) as part of our Journey to the 
Cross meditation experience—a response with hands and hearts as well as minds to the sacrifice 
made by Jesus. 

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “Lift High the Cross” Jeff Hummel 
  (Donald Busarow)

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Psalm 51:10

Leader: Make our hearts clean, O God, and renew a right spirit within us.
People: Amen.

Silent Preparation for Worship

Let’s quiet our hearts in preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 145

Leader: Great is the Lord and most worthy of praise; 
his greatness no one can fathom.

People: One generation commends your work to another; 
they tell of your mighty acts.

Leader: They speak of the glorious splendor of your majesty, 
and I will meditate on your wonderful works. 

People: They celebrate your abundant goodness 
and joyfully sing of your righteousness.

Leader: The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.
People: Let every creature praise his holy name for ever and ever.

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” #579 in the Hymnal 
  “O Praise Him” Music on Page 5

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 
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O PRAISE HIM
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Call to Confession 

Everyone: Jesus Lord, in your mercy, 
by your holy life that heals us, 
by your holy death that saves us, 
by your Holy Spirit with us, 
come to cleanse these sinners that we are. 
Set us free to obey you; 
make us clear to stand before you; 
then, for your mercy, we will praise you.  
Amen.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort

Leader: Hear these words of favor, O children of God: 
all these sins you have truly repented of, 
he has eternally forgiven.  
They will never be held against you. 
You are free to love and to serve him in joyful assurance, 
knowing his grace will always be more than sufficient  
to your own failings.

People: Thanks be to Christ for this glorious gift!

Joining of New Covenant Partners

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple like 
“Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING

Our Offerings
Pray for Inspire International, founders David and Nalini Singh, and Director Nisha Grant as 
they seek to create caring communities of faith among unreached people groups in northern 
India that teach the word of God, promote literacy, alleviate poverty, and bring hope. They 
seek to make the Bible available, accessible and affordable to people groups in India in their 
own languages.

Offertory “Let Your Will Be Done” Choir 
(8:45 and 11:15 services) (Parks)

Let your kingdom come, let your will be done; 
Let it be on earth as it is in heaven. 
Let your kingdom come, let your will be done; 
Let it be on earth as it is in heaven, as it is in heaven.

Father, establish your kingdom. Father, rule over all. 
Father, we are your children, and on your name we call.

Let your kingdom come, let your will be done; 
Let it be on earth as it is in heaven. 
Let your kingdom come, let your will be done; 
Let it be on earth as it is in heaven, as it is in heaven.
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THANKSGIVING

Offertory “Turn Your Eyes” Worship Team 
(10:00 service only)

O soul, are you weary and troubled? 
No light in the darkness you see? 
There’s a light for a look at the Savior, 
And life more abundant and free!

Turn your eyes upon Jesus, 
Look full in his wonderful face, 
And the things of earth will grow strangely dim 
In the light of his glory and grace.

Through death into life everlasting 
He passed, and we follow him there; 
Over us sin no more hath dominion– 
For more than conquerors we are!

His grace and his glory. 
His grace. 

His word shall not fail you–he promised; 
Believe him, and all will be well: 
Then go to a world that is dying, 
His perfect salvation to tell!

† Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  John 5:1–15 

1 Some time later, Jesus went up to Jerusalem for a feast of the Jews. 2 Now there is in Jerusalem 
near the Sheep Gate a pool, which in Aramaic is called Bethesda and which is surrounded by 
five covered colonnades. 3 Here a great number of disabled people used to lie—the blind, the 
lame, the paralyzed. 5 One who was there had been an invalid for thirty-eight years. 6 When 
Jesus saw him lying there and learned that he had been in this condition for a long time, he 
asked him, “Do you want to get well?” 

7 ”Sir,” the invalid replied, “I have no one to help me into the pool when the water is stirred. 
While I am trying to get in, someone else goes down ahead of me.” 

8 Then Jesus said to him, “Get up! Pick up your mat and walk.” 9 At once the man was cured; he 
picked up his mat and walked. 

The day on which this took place was a Sabbath, 10 and so the Jews said to the man who had 
been healed, “It is the Sabbath; the law forbids you to carry your mat.”

11 But he replied, “The man who made me well said to me, ‘Pick up your mat and walk.’“

12 So they asked him, “Who is this fellow who told you to pick it up and walk?” 

13 The man who was healed had no idea who it was, for Jesus had slipped away into the crowd 
that was there. 

14 Later Jesus found him at the temple and said to him, “See, you are well again. Stop sinning or 
something worse may happen to you.” 15 The man went away and told the Jews that it was Jesus 
who had made him well.

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message: 
  “Do you want to get well?” 
  Corey Widmer
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RESPONDING

We respond to God’s word.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Leader: Lord Jesus, you sought us out to make us well even before we asked. Help us to 
never forget your grace, that we would walk as the new people you have saved 
us to be. Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: Father, we pray for all those who are discouraged, demoralized, defeated,  
and bereft of hope. Open their eyes to see Jesus, and give us courage to love 
and care for those who need hope. Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: Holy Spirit, bring comfort to those among us who are troubled in body, mind,  
or situation; comfort and relieve them in their distress and supply their needs. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory for ever. Amen.
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Frances Eichost, Jean Johnson, Peggy Harvey, Evi Burgin, Christie Geraty, Elva White,  
Milton Jones, Strick Smith, Nancy Bonsack, Betty Cox, Brad Bishop, Julie Walden,  
Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones
Hal Tyler (wife Ann, 3/19); Scott Frayser (sister-in-law, 3/18); Holly Smith (mother, 3/9);   
Jennifer, Emma, Katherine, John, and Ava Fitch, Cullen and Faye Rivers (Dru Fitch, husband, 
father, grandfather, and son-in-law, 2/17); Becky Glasgow and Lauralee Allen  
(mother, grandmother, 2/4); Ellen Duerksen (husband Greg, 1/31)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for health care in metropolitan Richmond: for a heath care system which promotes and 
encourages health, wellness, and well-being for all people.
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SENDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Song of Commission “Great Are You, Lord” (Words below)

You give life. You are love. You bring light to the darkness. 
You give hope. You restore every heart that is broken. 
And great are you, Lord.

It’s your breath in our lungs, so we pour out our praise, we pour out our praise. 
It’s your breath in our lungs, so we pour out our praise to you only.

And all the earth will shout your praise.  Our hearts will cry, these bones will sing, 
“Great are you, Lord!”

† Commission and Benediction

Leader: For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from 
yourselves, it is the gift of God— not by works, so that no one can boast. 

People:  For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.

† Postlude  “Fanfare” Jeff Hummel 
 (11:15 service only) (Michael Helman)

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of Inspire International, founders David and Nalini Singh, 
and Director Nisha Grant as they seek to create caring communities of faith among unreached 
people groups in northern India that teach the word of God, promote literacy, alleviate poverty, 
and bring hope. They seek to make the Bible available, accessible and affordable to people 
groups in India in their own languages.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Today! Town Hall Meeting – 12:30 p.m., Sanctuary
All are invited to this town hall meeting, where we’ll discuss some important (and exciting!) 
updates for our church family. We’ll discuss the latest in our facilities planning and architectural 
design process, and hear an update on the rollout of an online directory. We’ll convene 
following the 11:15 a.m. service.

Lenten Retreat – Saturday, March 30, 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
As part of the season of Lent, we want to set apart a block of time for reflection and repentance 
leading up to Holy Week and Easter. This special retreat opportunity will be led by Brad and 
Marmi Houff, directors of the Compass Center for Christian Formation and Leadership. We’ll 
meet at CAC’s property in Crozier. Space is very limited! Sign up ($10): thirdrva.org/events.

Women’s Coffee With Author Laurie Short –  
Next Saturday, March 30, 9:30 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Laurie is releasing her new book, 40 Verses to Ignite Your Faith, in April and we will get a 
preview before it hits the shelves! She will also share a short message, custom-made for us, 
around 10:30 a.m. Come join us for coffee, fellowship and excellent teaching. Let us know 
you’re coming: kathyw@thirdrva.org. You can also request child care!

Mozart’s Requiem: A Holy Week Concert – April 14 and 15
Our Sanctuary Choir is combining with the choirs of Huguenot Road Baptist and Mount Vernon 
Baptist to present Mozart’s “Requiem.” This concert will begin Holy Week with a 90-voice choir 
and 22-piece orchestra. Join us on Sunday afternoon (3:00 p.m., Huguenot Road Baptist) or 
Monday evening (7:00 p.m., Mount Vernon Baptist). Free!

Easter Lilies – Now Available to Order
If you’d like to order an Easter lily to enhance worship on Easter Sunday, please contact 
Rebecca Hatton (rebeccah@thirdrva.org or 282-4645, ext. 1101). Each plant is $12.50 and 
can be taken home after Easter worship. Please note whether your lily is in memory or honor of 
someone in particular. Deadline for orders: Friday, April 5.

Easter Egg Hunt – Saturday, April 13, 10:30 a.m. 
Join us for our annual Easter Egg Hunt for families of kindergartners and younger. Siblings are 
welcome to come help too! We’ll have a bounce house and set up stations to share about the 
events leading up to the Resurrection. Invite friends and bring a picnic lunch and Easter basket 
(drinks provided). The event is free, but please RSVP: thirdrva.org/events.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us this week for one of our new adult Sunday school class opportunities. Our classes meet 
at 10:00 a.m. and are open to all. Drop in today!

For more detailed descriptions about each class, visit thirdrva.org/Sunday-discipleship. 

Questions about our Sunday school classes? Contact Derek Mondeau: derekm@thirdrva.org.

Book of Acts Study
Room 213 | Led by Andrew Fuller  
and Jennifer Parham

Study Acts and explore what it has to say 
about our theology, our community, and our 
outreach. 

Metamorphosis Class
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
Led by Mary Damon

Delve into scripture and brain research to 
address questions like “Why can’t I control 
my anger, my eating, my wasting time online, 
my   ?”

Good News Class
Room 101 | Led by Dave Carroll,  
David Skove, and Dave Beckmann

Join us for expository Bible teaching centered 
on understanding and applying God’s word 
for his glory and our growth as his people.

Swimming With Sharks: And Making 
the Most of It in a Fallen World
Fellowship Hall | Led by Boyd Clarke

What does living “Christianly” mean for us  
in our work environments, where our ability to 
shape the values, purposes, and ethics of the 
workplace is constrained? Explore this with us 
in this 6-week class.
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents or 
Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

Student Ministry: Sunday Night Gatherings – 7:00–8:30 p.m.
Students in 7th–12th grade are welcome to join us on Sunday evenings in the Fellowship Hall. 
Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) with questions.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, March 24
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:15 a.m. Communion class for parents and children – Parlor 
7:00 p.m. Sunday night student gatherings – Fellowship Hall

Monday, March 25
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, March 26
9:00 a.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 
1:00 p.m. Women’s study – Kitchen, 500 Forest Ave. 
6:00 p.m. Session dinner and meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Wednesday, March 27
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave. 
6:45 p.m. Immigrant and refugee homework tutoring – Fellowship Hall 
6:45 p.m. Club 56 – Basement

Thursday, March 28
10:00 a.m. Preschool play group – Room 103 
7:00 p.m. Guided Tour of the Bible – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice – Choir Room

Saturday, March 30
9:30 a.m. Open House with Laurie Short – Fellowship Hall 
9:30 a.m. Lenten Spiritual Retreat (offsite, details at thirdrva.org/events)



QUESTION 7

“Do you want to get well?”

Sit in a comfortable position. Inhale and exhale deeply several times. Try to let go of distractions, 
quiet your thoughts and open yourself up to God. Invite the Lord to meet you and speak to you 
during your time with him. 

Read John 5:1–14 slowly, perhaps out loud. Imagine the scene and put yourself in the situation.

The man at the pool had been stuck in his 
situation for 38 years. It is certain that he felt 
trapped and helpless, with no one to help him 
(v. 7) and no hope for getting better. Can you 
think of a situation in your life or someone you 
love that feels hopeless? Are there some areas 
in your life right now that are at a standstill? 



Week of March 24, 2019

Imagine yourself in the place of the paralyzed 
man. You are beyond stuck. Suddenly you look 
up and see Jesus approach. He looks you in 
the eyes and says, “Do you want to get well?” 
What do you say to him? 

What is most significant to you about Jesus in 
this story? How does he seem to you? What 
does this tell you about what God is like and 
how much he loves you?

Spend a few moments resting in the thoughts that 
have come to you, resting in God’s presence. 


