
LENT  |  SUNDAY, MARCH 10, 2019

“Family quarrels are bitter things. They don’t go according to any rules.  
They’re not like aches or wounds, they’re more like splits in the skin  

that won’t heal because there’s not enough material.”

F. SCOTT FITZGERALD

“Who is my mother,  
and who are my brothers?”

Called together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ.



¡Bienvenido! 欢迎!  Добро пожаловать!

Visit our website (thirdrva.org), sign up for our ministry emails 
(thirdrva.org/signup), and pick up a copy of Third Press, our 
monthly newsletter, from around the church.

3. FIND COMMUNITY

2. JOIN US FOR COFFEE

1. LEARN ABOUT THIRD

Join us today at 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor for our Welcome 
Coffee, or come to our next Welcome Coffee on April 14.  
You’ll meet a few people and learn about Third’s vision, what 
we believe, and how you can get involved.

Our parish groups provide the opportunity for each person 
at Third to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city.  
Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life. 

We’re so glad you’re here.
If you’re new with us, we’d love to get to know you. Fill out one of the Connect Cards in front of 
you, drop it in the offering, and we’ll be in touch.

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | Twitter Facebook-Square Instagram @thirdrva | 804-282-4645 

Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians

WELCOME!



During the season of Lent that began on Ash 
Wednesday, we continue to remember that 
followers of Jesus “tell time differently” with a 
calendar shaped by the story of God’s works 
of salvation and renewal. Not only do we mark 
the seasons of the Christian year through the 
readings and music in our worship service, 
we also use colors and textures to enrich our 
space and experience of worship.

Our banners of royal purple ribbons were 
introduced during Advent to reflect the way 
we can rejoice in the signs of new creation 
while acknowledging that many signs of hope 
still seem fractured, dim, and obscured by the 

present world. Now, in a season focused on remembering Jesus’ suffering on our behalf—and 
for repentance and self-reflection of our own sins for which he died—we have added additional 
layers of gray and brown and gauze to represent Jesus’ rejection and submission to the pain 
of the world. Because we grieve together as one Body of Christ and not just as individuals, our 
banners also include strips of printed and painted cloth made together by men, women and 
children of our congregation (along with neighbors and visitors) as part of our Journey to the 
Cross meditation experience—a response with hands and hearts as well as minds to the sacrifice 
made by Jesus. 

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “There Is a Fountain” Jeff Hummel 
  (Raymond Haan)

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship “Let All Who are Thirsty Come” (Music below)

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 
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GATHERING

Silent Preparation for Worship

Let’s quiet our hearts in preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Ephesians 1:3–6

Leader: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us  
in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.

People: For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be 
holy and blameless in his sight.

Leader: In love, he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ,  
in accordance with his pleasure and will—

People: To the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us  
in the One he loves.

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “O Worship the King” #2 in the Hymnal 
  “Good, Good Father” (Words on page 6)
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GOOD, GOOD FATHER
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Call to Confession “O Lord, Hear My Prayer” Choir 
(8:45 and 11:15 services)

O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; when I call, answer me.  
O Lord, hear my prayer, O Lord, hear my prayer; come and listen to me.

Prayer of Confession

Leader: We praise you, Holy God, for your steadfast love 
given to us in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Hold us by your grace, even as we have sinned against it 
and marred our relationship with you and our neighbor. 
We repent of our sins and long for you to restore us.

People: In your great love come, cleanse, heal and help us, 
that we may live out our days 
to the praise of your grace 
and to the glory of your holy Name. 
Amen.

Silent Confession

Words of Assurance  From 1 Peter 2:24 

Leader: He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that, free from sins,  
we might live for righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.

People: Thanks be to God!
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THANKSGIVING

Sacrament of Baptism
8:45 a.m. service Thomas Hunter Lee 
10:00 a.m. service Rafael Watson Alvarado

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you. 
And give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace forever.

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple like 
“Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”

Our Offerings
Pray for Church Hill Activities and Tutoring (CHAT), a Christian community development 
organization that seeks to transform the environment of the Church Hill area and build 
community as they tutor and provide life skills and leadership training.

Offertory “Trinity Song” Worship Team / Choir

Holy Father, Son and Spirit, Holy Communion, Three-in-One. 
Come with your peace, with your invitation; bind us together in holy love.

† Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Matthew 12:46–50 

46 While Jesus was still talking to the crowd, his mother and brothers stood outside, wanting to 
speak to him. 47 Someone told him, “Your mother and brothers are standing outside, wanting to 
speak to you.”

48 He replied to him, “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 49 Pointing to his disciples, 
he said, “Here are my mother and my brothers. 50 For whoever does the will of my Father in 
heaven is my brother and sister and mother.”

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message: 
  “Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?” 
  Derek Mondeau
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RESPONDING

We respond to God’s word.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Lord Jesus, as we begin this journey of Lent together, put to death all that is in us that you  
desire to change, and bring new life in us through the power of your death and resurrection. 

Heavenly Father, deepen our love for one another as your new spiritual family, and lead us to 
open our hearts and our homes to those that you want to welcome into your community. 

Holy Spirit, draw near to all children in the Virginia foster system that need a forever home, and 
raise up new families, even among us, that can offer the gift of a home. Sustain and empower 
all those who are serving as foster parents, social workers, respite providers, and friends. 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory for ever. Amen.

Prayer Needs

For Health
Frances Eichost, René Shouse, Susan Jenkins, Hunter Lee, Jean Johnson, Peggy Harvey,  
Evi Burgin, Christie Geraty, Elva White, Milton Jones, Strick Smith, Nancy Bonsack, Betty Cox, 
Brad Bishop, Julie Walden, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones
Jennifer, Emma, Katherine, John, and Ava Fitch, Cullen and Faye Rivers (Dru Fitch, husband, 
father, grandfather, and son-in-law, 2/17); Becky Glasgow and Lauralee Allen (mother, 
grandmother, 2/4); Ellen Duerksen (husband Greg, 1/31); Brooke Winters Wright (grandfather, 
1/27); Helen “Gig” Smith, 1/17; Laura Kreisa (mother Lou Rutherford, 1/1)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for health care in metropolitan Richmond: for persons living with terminal illnesses and 
for their families, friends, and communities; for persons working to find cures for diseases.
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SENDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Song of Commission “Servant Song” (Words below)

We are travelers on the journey, we are pilgrims on the road.  
We are here to help each other walk the mile and bear the load. 
I will hold the Christ-light for you in the nighttime of your fear. 
I will hold my hand out to you, speak the peace you long to hear.

Will you let me be your servant, let me be as Christ to you. 
Pray that I might have the grace to let you be my servant too. 
I will weep when you are weeping. When you laugh, I’ll laugh with you.  
I will share your joy and sorrow till we’ve seen this journey through.

When we sing to God in heaven, we shall find such harmony  
Born of all we’ve known together of Christ’s love and agony. 
We’ll sing praise with countless millions at our great Redeemer’s throne 
As we worship Christ together in our eternal home.

† Commission and Benediction

Leader: Jesus has brought many sons and daughters to glory  
through his suffering love. Both the one who makes people holy  
and those who are made holy are of the same family. 

People:  Jesus is not ashamed to call us his brothers and sisters. 

Leader:   Those led by the Spirit of God are children of God. They belong to Jesus.

People:  In him, we are God’s own family,  
heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ.

† Postlude  “Trumpet Tune in C Major” Jeff Hummel 
 (11:15 service only) (David Johnson)
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SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of our covenant partners Church Hill Activities and 
Tutoring (CHAT), a Christian community development organization that seeks to transform the 
environment of the Church Hill area and build community as they tutor and provide life skills 
and leadership training.

Today we celebrate the birth of twins Cole Kyle Fuschetti and Anthony John Fuschetti,  
born on March 1 to Jean and Kyle Fuschetti.

Today at the 8:45 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Thomas Hunter Lee, son 
of William (Bill) Lee (deceased) and Marissa Lee. Relatives present today are Tom and Terri 
Gaines (grandparents) and Tom Gaines (uncle). Elder representing the Session by holding the 
font is Greg Ellen. Prayer sponsor is Buck Rosenberger. 

Today at the 10:00 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Rafael Watson Alvarado, 
son of Olivia and Walter Alvarado. Relatives present today are Marianne Ohman and Elise 
Ohman. Elder representing the Session by holding the font is Kathy White. Prayer sponsors are 
Susan Holt and Connie Byers.

NEWS & EVENTS

Lenten Retreat – Saturday, March 30, 9:30 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
As part of the season of Lent, we want to set apart a block of time for reflection and repentance 
leading up to Holy Week and Easter. This special retreat opportunity will be led by Brad and 
Marmi Houff, directors of the Compass Center for Christian Formation and Leadership. We’ll 
meet at CAC’s property in Crozier. Space is very limited! Sign up ($10): thirdrva.org/events. 

Town Hall Meeting – Sunday, March 24, 12:30 p.m., Sanctuary
All are invited to this town hall meeting, where we’ll discuss some important (and exciting!) 
updates for our church family. We’ll discuss the latest in our facilities planning and architectural 
design process, and hear an update on the rollout of an online directory. We’ll convene 
following the 11:15 a.m. service. 

CommonGoodRVA Conference: Habits for the Common Good – March 16
Justin Earley will serve as the keynote speaker for CommonGoodRVA annual conference. He 
will be discussing how the structure of modern life in Richmond shapes our habits in positive and 
negative ways. Erin Rose, our pastoral intern, will also be sharing. Tickets ($15) and more info 
available at: commongoodrva.com. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Newcomers Class – Next class starts next Sunday, March 17
Our Newcomers Class provides an opportunity for you to learn about Third’s vision for worship, 
discipleship, community, serving and outreach. At the end of the class, you can choose to 
become a covenant partner of our church family. Class begins next Sunday morning (10:00 a.m.,  
March 17) then will meet again the following weekend (Friday evening, March 22 and 
Saturday afternoon, March 23). Sign up and learn more: thirdrva.org/newcomers. 

Guided Tour of the Bible – New section kicks off on March 21 with Daniel!
This 5-week study digs into one section of the Bible, looking at a different book each week,  
so we can better understand and be impacted by its message. Ed Satterfield authored the Tour 
and leads our time. Our next study begins March 21 and will focus on the Prophets after the 
exile (Daniel through Malachi). More info and to sign up: thirdrva.org/events.

Parent and Child Communion Class – Sunday, March 24, 10:15 a.m., Parlor
Is your child ready to take communion? Pastor Rick Hutton will talk to parents and their children 
about the meaning of communion and how to know when your child is ready. Please let us 
know you are coming so we can prepare! Email Tracie Meadows with your child’s name and 
age/grade to RSVP: traciem@thirdrva.org. 

Women’s Coffee With Author Laurie Short – Saturday, March 30, 9:30 a.m., 
Fellowship Hall 
Laurie is releasing her new book, 40 Verses to Ignite Your Faith, in April and we will get a 
preview before it hits the shelves! She will also share a short message custom-made for us 
around 10:30 a.m. Come join us for coffee, fellowship and excellent teaching. Let us know 
you’re coming: kathyw@thirdrva.org. You can also request child care!

Meet Our Mission Partner: Haiti Outreach Ministries – Sunday, March 17, 
12:30 p.m., Room 101
Come to this (free!) lunch to get to know Haiti Outreach Ministries, a mission partner, and how 
they share the gospel, grow communities and plant new churches. We’ll also learn more about 
the short-term mission trip this summer to Haiti, July 13–20. If you’re interested in going, join us 
for this lunch! 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us this week for one of our new adult Sunday school class opportunities. Our classes meet 
at 10:00 a.m. and are open to all. Drop in today!

For more detailed descriptions about each class, visit thirdrva.org/Sunday-discipleship. 

Questions about our Sunday school classes? Contact Derek Mondeau: derekm@thirdrva.org.

Financial Peace University
Room 215 | Led by Keith and Connie Byers

The money class that will change your life 
and teach you to create a budget, pay off 
debt, and give generously. Last week to join! 
Register with us today, scholarships available. 
(Starting today, classes go from 10:00–11:30 
a.m. If childcare is needed beyond 11:00, 
email Kathy at kathyw@thirdrva.org.)

Book of Acts Study
Room 213 | Led by Andrew Fuller  
and Jennifer Parham

Study Acts and explore what it has to say 
about our theology, our community, and our 
outreach. 

Good News Class
Room 101 | Led by Dave Carroll,  
David Skove, and Dave Beckmann

Join us for expository Bible teaching centered 
on understanding and applying God’s word 
for his glory and our growth as his people.

Metamorphosis Class
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
Led by Mary Damon

Delve into scripture and brain research to 
address questions like “Why can’t I control 
my anger, my eating, my wasting time online, 
my   ?”

Swimming With Sharks: And Making 
the Most of It in a Fallen World
Fellowship Hall | Led by Boyd Clarke

What does living “Christianly” mean for us  
in our work environments, where our ability to 
shape the values, purposes, and ethics of the 
workplace is constrained? Explore this with us 
in this 6-week class.
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents or 
Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

Student Ministry: Sunday Night Gatherings – 7:00–8:30 p.m.
Students in 7th–12th grade are welcome to join us on Sunday evenings in the Fellowship Hall. 
Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) with questions.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, March 10
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Welcome Coffee – Parlor 
7:00 p.m. Sunday night student gatherings – Fellowship Hall

Monday, March 11
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, March 12
12:00 p.m. Helping Hands – Room 217

Wednesday, March 13
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave. 
6:45 p.m. Immigrant and refugee homework tutoring – Fellowship Hall 
6:45 p.m. Club 56 – Basement

Thursday, March 14
10:00 a.m. Preschool play group and story time – Room 103 
7:00 p.m. Guided Tour of the Bible – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice – Choir Room

Friday, March 15
8:30 a.m. Europe Prayer and Care – Carolyn Oakley’s home (804-937-6564)



QUESTION 5

“Who is my mother,  
and who are my brothers?”

Sit in a comfortable position. Inhale and exhale several times. Try to let go of distractions, quiet 
your thoughts and open yourself up to God. It might be helpful to write down every thought or task 
that comes to mind for the first five minutes as a way of clearing your mind of clutter. Then, invite 
the Lord to meet you and speak to you during your time with him. Read Matthew 12:46–50 out 
loud. Just sit for a few moments and allow the words of Scripture to settle into you. Now read the 
passage a second time. Sit for a few moments again and visualize the events of the story. Read the 
passage a third time, slowly and out loud. Are there any images, words or phrases that stick out to 
you, that you feel drawn to for some reason? Take a moment to notice and capture anything that 
seems to stand out or resonate with you. 

1. REFLECT

Ask God why he led you to consider the 
particular word, phrase or image? Does it 
connect with your past or current experience 
of family? Fear of failure or rejection? Believing 
that God exists, that he is good, and that 
he rewards those who earnestly seek him 
(Hebrews 11:6), ask God to reveal why he has 
brought this specific image, word or phrase to 
your mind.



Week of March 10, 2019

2. RESPOND
Take a few minutes to respond to what God has 
revealed to you. Prayer is neither dialogue nor 
monologue. Prayer is conversation. Talk to your 
loving Father. He has all the time you can spare, 
and he desires greatly to speak and listen to 
you. Is there something God is asking you to 
surrender? Is there something God is asking you 
to believe about yourself? Him? Your children? 
Spouse? Ask him to reveal to you what the next 
step of trusting him looks like. 

3. REST
Prepare to spend the next 5–10 minutes in 
silence. Begin your time by saying the following 
truth based on Hebrews 2:11: “Jesus is not 
ashamed to call me his brother or sister. Nothing 
I have done, and nothing done to me, will ever 
change his mind.” Allow these words to serve 
as a centering gospel truth while you simply rest 
in God’s presence. 

4. RESPOND
Identify one person in your life you trust. Set up 
a time to meet in the next couple weeks. Share 
with them the things God revealed to you. Ask 
their advice how they think you should respond 
to walk deeper in the things God has revealed 
to you. Pray for the resources you believe you 
will need to do the will of God for you.


