
EPIPHANY  |  SUNDAY, MARCH 3, 2019

“For if relationship with Jesus is as much about being known  
as it is about knowing, we soon learn that life with God  

is not about being right but about being loved.”

CURT THOMPSON

 “Has no one 
 condemned you?”

Called together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ.



¡Bienvenido! 欢迎!  Добро пожаловать!

Visit our website (thirdrva.org), sign up for our ministry emails 
(thirdrva.org/signup), and pick up a copy of Third Press, our 
monthly newsletter, from around the church.

3. FIND COMMUNITY

2. JOIN US FOR COFFEE

1. LEARN ABOUT THIRD

Join us for our Welcome Coffee next Sunday, March 10 at 
10:00 a.m. in the Parlor. You’ll meet a few people and learn 
about Third’s vision, what we believe, and ways that you can 
get involved.

Our parish groups provide the opportunity for each person 
at Third to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city.  
Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life. 

We’re so glad you’re here.
If you’re new with us, we’d love to get to know you. Fill out one of the Connect Cards in front of 
you, drop it in the offering, and we’ll be in touch.

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | Twitter Facebook-Square Instagram @thirdrva | 804-282-4645 

Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians

WELCOME!



SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 

Since the days of the early church, followers of Jesus have been invited to “tell time differently” 
with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s works of salvation and renewal.  At Third Church 
we draw on that tradition not only by marking the seasons of the Christian year through the 
readings and music in our Sunday services, but also by using colors and textures to enrich our 
physical space and experience of worship.

In the season of Epiphany, we are focused on 
Jesus’ earthly life and mission to bring God’s 
kingdom to the whole world, reclaiming and 
renewing all things. Jesus’ life among the 
people of Israel reveals the complicated, 
beautiful nature of God, and in each aspect of 
Christ’s identity and calling we see glimpses of 
new life in Jesus.

Added to the white of Christmas (and Easter) 
are touches of many other colors, each one 
standing for one aspect of the kingdom of God 
revealed in Jesus: yellow and gold for the gifts 
of the Wise Men, signaling that Jesus came to 
claim people of every nation as his own; red 

and orange for the Holy Spirit that rested upon Christ to inaugurate his ministry; blue for the 
tassels of the rabbinical robe marking Jesus as our great teacher and High Priest; royal purple 
and pink for Jesus our King; green for new life and the role Jesus affirmed for ordinary people 
(the church) in the great mission of God; even black and brown to remind us of Jesus’ suffering 
and rejection. The many colors of Epiphany represent the whole, complex kingdom life that Christ 
brings into the world, and in this season we ask God to open our eyes to see him more and more 
in the multi-colored light of Jesus.
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” Jeff Hummel 
  (Diane Bish) 

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship “Holy, Holy, Holy Lord” (Music below)

Silent Preparation for Worship

Let’s quiet our hearts in preparation for worship.
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GATHERING

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 66:1–5

Leader: Shout joyful praises to God, all the earth! 
Sing about the glory of his name! 
Tell the world how glorious he is.

People: Say to God, “How awesome are your deeds! 
Your enemies cringe before your mighty power. 
Everything on earth will worship you;

Leader: They will sing your praises, 
shouting your name in glorious songs.” 

Everyone: Come and see what our God has done, 
what awesome miracles he performs for people!

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “O God Beyond All Praising” #557 in the Hymnal 
  “Great I Am” (Words below)

I wanna be close, close to your side, so heaven is real and death is a lie. 
I wanna hear voices of angels above, singing as one.

Hallelujah, holy, holy, God Almighty, great I Am. 
Who is worthy? None beside thee, God Almighty,  
The great I Am.

I wanna be near, near to your heart, loving the world, hating the dark. 
I wanna see dry bones living again, singing as one.

The mountains shake before you, the demons run and flee 
At the mention of your name, King of majesty. 
There is no pow’r in hell or any who can stand 
Before the power and the presence of the great I Am, 
The great I Am, the great I Am!

Words and Music: Jared Anderson 
© 2011 Integrity Worship Music ; CCLI License # 706798
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession  From The Book of Common Worship

Leader: Eternal God, in whom we live and move and have our being, 
whose face is hidden from us by our sins, 
and whose mercy we forget in the blindness of our hearts: 
cleanse us from all our offenses, 
and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires, 
that with reverent and humble hearts we may draw near to you, 
confessing our faults, confiding in your grace, 
and finding in you our refuge and strength, 
through Jesus Christ your Son.

People: Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayers.

Silent Confession

Words of Assurance  From Romans 5:1–2, 5

Leader: “Since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our 
Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in 
which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God. And hope 
does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by 
the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.”  
Through Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.

People: Thanks be to God!

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple like 
“Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING

Our Offerings
We pray for Young Life as they build relationships with high school students in the Richmond 
metro area to introduce them to Jesus Christ and help them grow in following him.

Offertory “Living Hope” Worship Team

How great the chasm that lay between us, how high the mountain I could not climb. 
In desperation I turned to heaven and spoke your name into the night. 
Then through the darkness, your lovingkindness tore through the shadows of my soul. 
The work is finished, the end is written. Jesus Christ, my living hope.

Who could imagine so great a mercy? What heart could fathom such boundless grace? 
The God of Ages stepped down from glory to wear my sin and bear my shame. 
The cross has spoken; I am forgiven. The King of kings calls me his own. 
Beautiful Savior, I’m yours forever. Jesus Christ, my living hope.

Hallelujah, praise the One who set me free! 
Hallelujah, death has lost its grip on me! 
You have broken every chain. 
There’s salvation in your name. 
Jesus Christ, my living hope.

Then came the morning that sealed the promise; your buried body began to breathe. 
Out of the silence, the roaring Lion declared the grave has no claim on me.

© 2017 Phil Wickham Music, Simply Global Songs, Sing My Songs  
Bethel Music Publishing; CCLI License # 706798

† Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  John 8:2–11

2 At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people gathered around 
him, and he sat down to teach them. 3 The teachers of the law and the Pharisees brought in a 
woman caught in adultery. They made her stand before the group 4 and said to Jesus, “Teacher, 
this woman was caught in the act of adultery. 5 In the Law Moses commanded us to stone such 
women. Now what do you say?” 6 They were using this question as a trap, in order to have a 
basis for accusing him.

But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 7 When they kept on 
questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, “Let any one of you who is without sin be 
the first to throw a stone at her.” 8 Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground.

9 At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones first, until only Jesus 
was left, with the woman still standing there. 10 Jesus straightened up and asked her, “Woman, 
where are they? Has no one condemned you?”

11 “No one, sir,” she said.

“Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave your life of sin.”

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message: 
  “Has no one condemned you?” 
  Corey Widmer
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RESPONDING

We respond to God’s word.

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
Everyone: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, 
you have made us in your image and for yourself. 
You have made this good world for us to tend and to enjoy. 
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You sought your ancient people when they strayed from you. 
You freed them from the oppressor and brought them home. 
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You have sent your Son to bring us home to you. 
By his Incarnation–

People: You have found us.

Leader: By his Death–
People: You have forgiven us.

Leader: By his Resurrection–
People: You have freed us. 

Leader: God, our Father, 
People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.
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RESPONDING

Leader: In union with Jesus Christ of Nazareth, our Great High Priest, and with  
all who worship you, both in heaven and on earth, we offer you our  
praise, saying:

People:  Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest; 
blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution  From 1 Corinthians 11:23–26

“The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 
broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same 
way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, 
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you eat this bread and drink this 
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy Spirit on our bread and 
wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of Christ, and on your people, 
that we may be the body of Christ, reconciled to you and to each other by his 
blood. By your Holy Spirit make us—

People: One with Christ, 
one with each other, 
and one in mission to all the world,

Leader: Until Christ shall come in final victory 
and we feast together at his heavenly banquet. 
We cry, Maranatha!

People: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.
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RESPONDING

The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because the 
bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When we come 
forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the Holy Spirit, 
extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome anyone to the table who is willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this time to meditate 
on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by the cost 
of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please guide 
me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the light and life you 
promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but through 
you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt on 
the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete acceptance. Knowing that you 
have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.



13

RESPONDING

Communion Song “Christus Paradox” Choir  
(8:45 & 11:15 a.m. services) (Dunstan/Fedak)

You, Lord, are both Lamb and Shepherd. You, Lord, are both prince and slave. 
You, peacemaker and sword-bringer of the way you took and gave. 
You, the everlasting instant; you, whom we both scorn and crave.

Clothed in light upon the mountain, stripped of might upon the cross, 
Shining in eternal glory, beggar’d by a soldier’s toss, 
You, the everlasting instant; you, who are both gift and cost.

You, who walk each day beside us, sit in power at God’s side. 
You, who preach a way that’s narrow, have a love that reaches wide. 
You, the everlasting instant; you, who are our pilgrim guide.

Worthy is our earthly Jesus! Worthy is our cosmic Christ! 
Worthy your defeat and victory. Worthy still your peace and strife. 
You, the everlasting instant; you, who are our death and life. 
You, the everlasting instant; you, who are our death and our life. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, praise to you, who are our death and our life.
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BREAD OF THE WORLD IN MERCY BROKEN
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RESPONDING

Communion Song “Bread of the World in Mercy Broken” Music on page 14  
(All services)

Communion Song  “Jesus, Remember Me” #169 in the Hymnal 
(10:00 service)

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power  
and the glory for ever. Amen.
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Francis Eichost, René Shouse, Susan Jenkins, Hunter Lee, Jean Johnson, Peggy Harvey,  
Evi Burgin, Christie Geraty, Elva White, Milton Jones, Strick Smith, Nancy Bonsack, Betty Cox, 
Brad Bishop, Julie Walden, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones
Jennifer, Emma, Katherine, John, and Ava Fitch, Cullen and Faye Rivers (Dru Fitch, husband, 
father, grandfather, and son-in-law 2/17), Becky Glasgow and Lauralee Allen (mother, 
grandmother, 2/4) Ellen Duerksen (husband Greg, 1/31), Brooke Winters Wright (grandfather, 
1/27), Helen “Gig” Smith, 1/17, Laura Kreisa (mother Lou Rutherford, 1/1)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for health care in metropolitan Richmond: for persons living with terminal illnesses and 
for their families, friends, and communities; for persons working to find cures for diseases.
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SENDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Song of Commission “Before the Throne of God Above” #682 in the Hymnal

† Commission and Benediction  Romans 8:1–2

Leader: There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 
People: Because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit  

who gives life has set us free from the law of sin and death.

Postlude  “Fanfare” Jeff Hummel 
(11:15 service only) (Michael Helman)

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of Young Life as they build relationships with high school 
students in the Richmond metro area to introduce them to Jesus Christ and help them grow in 
following him.

Today we celebrate the birth of Mary Mason Spotswood Roper, born on February 22 to 
Holly and Tommy Roper.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Ash Wednesday Service – March 6, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of Lent, the time of reflection and penitence leading up 
to Easter Sunday. This service is a time for us to repent and worship as a community. Childcare 
available for 3 and under with an RSVP to Kathy White: kathyw@thirdrva.org. 

CommonGoodRVA Conference: Habits for the Common Good –  
Saturday, March 16
Justin Earley will serve as the keynote speaker for CommonGoodRVA’s annual conference.  
He will be discussing how the structure of modern life in Richmond shapes our habits in positive 
and negative ways. Erin Rose, our pastoral intern, will also be sharing. Tickets ($15) and more 
info available at: commongoodrva.com.

Newcomers Class – Next class starts Sunday, March 17
Our Newcomers Class provides an opportunity for you to go deep into Third’s vision for 
worship, discipleship, community, serving and outreach, and for us to get to know you.  
At the end of the class, you can choose to become a covenant partner of our church family.  
Class begins on a Sunday morning (March 17) then will meet again the next weekend  
(Friday evening, March 22 and Saturday afternoon, March 23). More info and to sign up:  
thirdrva.org/newcomers.

Guided Tour of the Bible – New section kicks off on March 21 with Daniel!
This 5-week study digs into one section of the Bible, looking at a different book each week, so 
we can better understand and be impacted by its message. We read on our own in between 
classes, then come together to explore things we want to know more about, and ask questions. 
Ed Satterfield authored the Tour and leads our time. Our next study begins March 21 and 
will focus on the Prophets after the exile (Daniel through Malachi). More info and to sign up: 
thirdrva.org/events.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us this week for one of new adult Sunday school class opportunities. Our classes meet  
at 10:00 a.m. and are open to all. Drop in today!

For more detailed descriptions about each class, visit thirdrva.org/Sunday-discipleship. 

Questions about our Sunday school classes? Contact Derek Mondeau: derekm@thirdrva.org.

Financial Peace University
Room 215 | Led by Keith and Connie Byers

The money class that will change your life 
and teach you to create a budget, pay off 
debt, and give generously. Class today is 
open to all! Starting March 10, registration 
needed: thirdrva.org/Sunday-discipleship. 
(Starting March 10, classes go from 10:00–
11:30 a.m. If childcare is needed beyond 
11:00, email Kathy at kathyw@thirdrva.org.)

Book of Acts Study
Room 213 | Led by Andrew Fuller  
and Jennifer Parham

Study Acts and explore what it has to say 
about our theology, our community, and our 
outreach. 

Good News Class
Room 101 | Led by Dave Carroll,  
David Skove, and Dave Beckmann

Join us for expository Bible teaching centered 
on understanding and applying God’s word 
for his glory and our growth as his people.

Metamorphosis Class
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
Led by Mary Damon

Delve into scripture and brain research to 
address questions like, “Why can’t I control 
my anger, my eating, my wasting time online, 
my   ?”

Swimming with Sharks: And Making 
the Most of It in a Fallen World
Fellowship Hall | Led by Boyd Clarke

What does living “Christianly” mean for us  
in our work environments, where our ability to 
shape the values, purposes, and ethics of the 
workplace is constrained? Explore this with us 
in this 6-week class.
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents or 
Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

Student Ministry: Sunday Night Gatherings – 7:00–8:30 p.m.
Students in 7th–12th grade are welcome to join us on Sunday evenings in the Fellowship Hall. 
Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) with questions.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, March 3
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Parish Core Leader training – Room 217 
12:30 p.m. Praying for Our Nation – Parlor 
12:30 p.m. Lunch with mission partner Alan DeCerff – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave. 
7:00 p.m. Sunday night student gatherings – Fellowship Hall

Monday, March 4
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, March 5
7:00 p.m. Muslim world prayer group – Laurie Chalifoux’ home (804-740-1199)

Wednesday, March 6
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave. 
7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service – Sanctuary

Thursday, March 7
6:00 p.m. Healing Prayer Group – Student Ministry Area 
7:00 p.m. Guided Tour of the Bible – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice – Choir Room





QUESTION 4

“Has no one condemned you?”

Sit in a comfortable position. Inhale and exhale several times. Try to let go of distractions, quiet 
your thoughts and open yourself up to God. Invite the Lord to meet you and speak to you during 
your time with him. Read John 8:1-11 slowly, perhaps out loud. Just sit for a few moments and 
visualize the events of the story.

First, try to imagine yourself as the woman. 
You are caught, exposed and condemned. 
Your accusers surround you. Who are those 
accusing you? A family member, a parent, an 
employer, yourself, God? About what in your 
life do you feel guilt, shame or condemnation? 
Name these things to God.

Now see Jesus scattering your accusers. 
Everyone has walked away. It’s just you and 
Jesus. He says to you, “Neither do I condemn 
you.” With Jesus, your guilt is forgiven, your 
shame is covered, your condemnation is no 
more. What do you say to Jesus? What are you 
feeling?



Week of March 3, 2019

Next, imagine yourself as one of the accusers. 
Who are you condemning? Who do you find 
yourself looking down on and judging in your 
heart? Usually something you most value about 
yourself (efficiency, moral rectitude, emotional 
self-control, etc.) is what you most despise in 
other people. Imagine Jesus inviting you to put 
down your stone, and to see yourself also in 
need of grace. Confess to him ways you have 
taken his place as judge.

Finally, spend some time just resting in Jesus’ 
love, thanking him for taking our condemnation 
and setting us free. “There is no condemnation 
for those who are in Christ Jesus” (Romans 8:1).


