
EPIPHANY  |  SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2019

“Jesus welcomes you out of your self-imposed prison of fear and shame,  
welcomes you to step out of the darkness and into the light,  

welcomes you to face reality honestly and with hope.”

PAUL DAVID TRIPP

 “Who touched 
 my clothes?”

Called together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ.



¡Bienvenido! 欢迎!  Добро пожаловать!

Visit our website (thirdrva.org), sign up for our ministry 
emails (thirdrva.org/signup), and pick up a copy of Third 
Press, our monthly newsletter, from around the church.

3. FIND COMMUNITY

2. JOIN US FOR COFFEE

1. LEARN ABOUT THIRD

Join us for our next Welcome Coffee on Sunday, March 10 
at 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor. You’ll meet a few people and 
learn about Third’s vision, what we believe, and how you 
can get involved.

Our parish groups provide the opportunity for each person 
at Third to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city. 
Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life. 

We’re so glad you’re here.
If you’re new with us, we’d love to get to know you. Fill out one of the Connect Cards in front 
of you, drop it in the offering, and we’ll be in touch.

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | Twitter Facebook-Square Instagram @thirdrva | 804-282-4645 
Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians

WELCOME!



Since the days of the early church, followers of Jesus have been invited to “tell time 
differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s works of salvation and renewal.  
At Third Church we draw on that tradition not only by marking the seasons of the Christian 
year through the readings and music in our Sunday services, but also by using colors and 
textures to enrich our physical space and experience of worship.

In the season of Epiphany, we are focused 
on Jesus’ earthly life and mission to bring 
God’s kingdom to the whole world, 
reclaiming and renewing all things. Jesus’ 
life among the people of Israel reveals 
the complicated, beautiful nature of God, 
and in each aspect of Christ’s identity and 
calling we see glimpses of new life in Jesus.

Added to the white of Christmas (and 
Easter) are touches of many other colors, 
each one standing for one aspect of the 
kingdom of God revealed in Jesus: yellow 
and gold for the gifts of the Wise Men, 

signaling that Jesus came to claim people of every nation as his own; red and orange for 
the Holy Spirit that rested upon Christ to inaugurate his ministry; blue for the tassels of the 
rabbinical robe marking Jesus as our great teacher and High Priest; royal purple and pink 
for Jesus our King; green for new life and the role Jesus affirmed for ordinary people (the 
church) in the great mission of God; even black and brown to remind us of Jesus’ suffering 
and rejection. The many colors of Epiphany represent the whole, complex kingdom life 
that Christ brings into the world, and in this season we ask God to open our eyes to see 
him more and more in the multi-colored light of Jesus.

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude  

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Hebrews 4:16

Leader: Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence,
People: So that we may receive mercy and find grace  

to help us in our time of need.

Silent Preparation for Worship

Let’s quiet our hearts in preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 145

Leader: The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.

People: The Lord is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.

Leader: The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down.

People:  The Lord is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all  
he has made.

Leader: Our mouths will speak in praise of the Lord.

Everyone: Let every creature praise his holy name forever and ever! 

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “All Creatures of Our God and King” #551 in the Hymnal 
  “Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing” #521 in the Hymnal



5

CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession  From Morten Lauridsen’s “Lux Aeterna”

Leader: O light most blessed,  
fill the inmost heart of all the faithful. 
Without your grace, there is nothing in us, 
nothing that is not harmful.

People: Cleanse what is sordid, 
flood what is arid, 
heal what is hurt, 
flex what is rigid, 
fire what is frigid, 
correct what goes astray.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort  From Romans 8:31–39

Leader: Who then is the one who condemns?
Everyone: No one. Christ Jesus who died—more than that, who was raised 

to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.
Leader: Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Everyone: I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels  

nor demons, neither the present nor the future,  
nor any powers, neither height nor depth,  
nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us  
from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple 
like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING

Our Offerings
We pray for the Richmond Center for Christian Study, as they connect with and help 
college students and others in Richmond come to know Jesus Christ and grow in him.

Offertory “If Ye Love Me” Choir 
(8:45 and 11:15 Services) (Tallis)

If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father,  
And he shall give you another Comforter, that he may bide with you for ever, 
Ev’n the Spirit of truth.

Offertory “Christ Be With Me” Worship Team 
(10:00 Service)

Christ be with me, Christ before me,  
Christ behind me, Christ within me, 
Christ below me, Christ above me, Christ be with me.

At my right hand, at my left hand,  
As I lie down, as I rise up, 
As I stumble, as I fall down, Christ as I stand.

Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me, 
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks of me, 
Christ in every eye that sees me, 
Christ in every ear that hears me. 
Amen, amen.

Words and music by David Gungor and John Arndt 
Copyright 2014 The Brilliance Music
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Mark 5:24b–34

24 A large crowd followed and pressed around him. 25 And a woman was there who had 
been subject to bleeding for twelve years. 26 She had suffered a great deal under the care 
of many doctors and had spent all she had, yet instead of getting better she grew worse. 
27 When she heard about Jesus, she came up behind him in the crowd and touched his 
cloak, 28 because she thought, “If I just touch his clothes, I will be healed.” 29 Immediately 
her bleeding stopped and she felt in her body that she was freed from her suffering.

30 At once Jesus realized that power had gone out from him. He turned around in the 
crowd and asked, “Who touched my clothes?”

31 “You see the people crowding against you,” his disciples answered, “and yet you can 
ask, ‘Who touched me?’”

32 But Jesus kept looking around to see who had done it. 33 Then the woman, knowing 
what had happened to her, came and fell at his feet and, trembling with fear, told him the 
whole truth. 34 He said to her, “Daughter, your faith has healed you. Go in peace and be 
freed from your suffering.”

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message: 
  “Who touched my clothes?” 
  Erin Rose
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We respond to God’s word.

† Song of Response ”Come As You Are” (See words below)

Come out of sadness, from wherever you’ve been; 
Come broken-hearted, let rescue begin. 
Come find your mercy, O sinner, come kneel; 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal.

So lay down your burdens! Lay down your shame. 
All who are broken, lift up your face! 
Oh wanderer, come home! You’re not too far. 
So lay down your hurt, lay down your heart, come as you are.

There’s hope for the hopeless, and all those who’ve strayed; 
Come sit at the table, come taste the grace! 
There’s rest for the weary, rest that endures; 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t cure.

Come as you are, fall in his arms! Come as you are!

There’s joy for the morning; oh sinner, be still; 
Earth has no sorrow that Heaven can’t heal.

RESPONDING
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RESPONDING

† Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen.

Prayer Needs

For Health
Sam Tyler, Hunter Lee, Jean Johnson, Peggy Harvey, Evi Burgin, Christie Geraty,  
Elva White, Milton Jones, Strick Smith, Nancy Bonsack, Betty Cox, Brad Bishop,  
Julie Walden, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones
Jennifer, Emma, Katherine, John, and Ava Fitch, Cullen and Faye Rivers (Dru Fitch, 
husband, father, grandfather, and son-in-law 2/17), Becky Glasgow and Lauralee 
Allen (mother, grandmother, 2/4) Ellen Duerksen (husband Greg, 1/31), Brooke 
Winters Wright (grandfather, 1/27), Helen “Gig” Smith, 1/17, Laura Kreisa (mother Lou 
Rutherford, 1/1), Taylor Frazier (stepfather, 12/27), James Hildebrand (brother, 12/20), 
Mike Murchie and Peter Murchie (grandfather, 12/20)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for the coming of God’s kingdom in metropolitan Richmond: For the 
enhancement of our common life in Jesus’ name through the Holy Spirit, and for the 
resurrection of metropolitan Richmond as a modern metropolitan city of hope for  
the world.
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SENDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Song of Commission “Doxology” (Lyrics below)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Let earth and heavenly saints proclaim the power and might of his great Name. 
Let us exalt on bended knee: praise God, the Holy Trinity.

Praise to the King, his throne transcends; his crown and kingdom never end. 
Now and throughout eternity I’ll praise the One who died for me.

Amen.

† Commission and Benediction   Isaiah 61:7, 10

Leader: Instead of your shame, you will receive a double portion, 
and instead of disgrace, you will rejoice in your inheritance.

People: I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices in my God. 
For he has clothed me with garments of salvation 
and arrayed me in a robe of his righteousness.

Postlude (11:15 service only)

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of the Richmond Center for Christian Study, as they 
connect with and help college students and others in Richmond come to know Jesus Christ 
and grow in him.
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Ash Wednesday Service – March 6, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Ash Wednesday marks the first day of Lent, the time of reflection and penitence leading 
up to Easter Sunday. This service is a time for us to repent and worship as a community. 
Childcare available for 3 and under with an RSVP to Kathy White: kathyw@thirdrva.org. 

CommonGoodRVA Conference: Habits for the Common Good –  
Saturday, March 16
Justin Earley will serve as the keynote speaker for CommonGoodRVA’s annual conference 
in March. He will be discussing how the structure of modern life in Richmond shapes our 
habits in positive and negative ways. Erin Rose, our pastoral intern, will also be sharing. 
Tickets ($15) and more info available at: commongoodrva.com.

Russia Mission Trip: Info Meeting – Monday, February 25, 7:00 p.m. 
Interested in going to Russia on a mission trip this summer? Please join us on Monday, 
February 25 at Donald Marsden’s home (8004 Hermitage Road) for an info meeting. 
The trip is scheduled for May 31 – June 9 and will be led by Frontier Fellowship 
Associate Director, Donald Marsden, and Third’s mission pastor, LJ Jaworski. 

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University –  
Begins Sunday, March 3 on Sunday mornings! 
The money class that will change your life. No matter where you are with your money, 
this class will teach you to create a budget, pay off debt, spend and save wisely, and give 
generously. This class is being offered by Third at 10:00 a.m. on Sundays for $59 per 
individual or $99 per couple (to cover FPU workbook and materials). More info and to 
sign up: thirdrva.org/events. Scholarships available!

Newcomers Class – Kicks off Sunday, March 17
Our Newcomers Class provides an opportunity for you to go deep into Third’s vision for 
worship, discipleship, community, serving and outreach, and for us to get to know you. At 
the end of the class, you can choose to become a covenant partner of our church family. 
Class begins on a Sunday morning (March 17) then will meet again the next weekend 
(Friday evening, March 22 and Saturday afternoon, March 23). More info and to sign 
up: thirdrva.org/newcomers.

NEWS & EVENTS
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Each February, we pause our adult Sunday school classes so we can spend a month 
together as a full church community studying a topic that has bearing on all our lives. 
Today is our last day of February Term and we hope you can join us!

2019 February Term: “Habits of Purpose for an Age of Distraction” 
Sunday morning, 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall
For our February Term this year, we’re focusing on how habits inevitably shape our 
spiritual life, and how Scripture calls us to be much more intentional and thoughtful about 
our habitual lives than we normally are. Today we’re welcoming Corey Widmer, who is 
sharing with us about habits that affect our relationship with God.

Next week: Sunday school classes resume!  
Sunday mornings, starting March 3 | 10:00 a.m.
Learn more about our class offerings at thirdrva.org/Sunday-discipleship and drop in to 
one next week!

Questions about our Sunday school classes? Contact Derek at derekm@thirdrva.org.

Book of Acts Study
Room 213

Good News Class
Room 101

Metamorphosis Class
Multipurpose Room,  
Third Church office building, 
500 Forest Avenue

Financial Peace University
Room 215

Faith & Work 
Fellowship Hall
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents 
or Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

Student Ministry: Sunday Night Gatherings – 7:00–8:30 p.m.
Students in 7th–12th grade are welcome to join us on Sunday evenings in the Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) with questions.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, February 24
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. February Term – Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Sunday night student gatherings – Fellowship Hall

Monday, February 25 
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, February 26 
9:00 a.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 
6:00 p.m. Session dinner and meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave. 

Wednesday, February 27
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.  
6:45 p.m. Immigrant and refugee homework tutoring – Fellowship Hall 
6:45 p.m. Club 56 – Basement

Thursday, February 28
10:00 a.m. Preschool playgroup – Room 103 
7:00 p.m. Guided Tour of the Bible – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice – Choir Room

Friday, March 1
5:00 p.m. Club 56 retreat – Fellowship Hall





QUESTION 3

“Who touched my clothes?”

Sit in a comfortable position. Inhale and exhale several times. Try to let go of distractions, 
quiet your thoughts and open yourself up to God. Invite the Lord to meet you and speak to 
you during your time with him. Read Mark 5:24–34 slowly. Sit for a few moments in silence, 
then read the story again, this time out loud. As you read, imagine the scene in your mind. 
Picture the woman and Jesus. Feel the pressure of the noisy crowd. Watch what happens as 
the events unfold. As you read, what moment, action or phrase stands out to you? As you 
watch the action unfold, what are you feeling and thinking? Is there a particular word or 
phrase that jumps out? Take a moment to notice and perhaps write something down.



  Week of February 24, 2019

3. REST

Spend a few moments resting in the truth of 
Jesus’ love for you, his invitation to you to be 
known and loved and to be set free from 
what plagues you. Rest in his love.

4. RESPOND

Look for someone in your own life who may 
need to be heard. Ask God for eyes to see 
the person in your life that needs to be seen 
and known, valued and loved.

1. REFLECT

Why might God be leading you to this 
particular word, phrase or idea? Is there 
something about this story that is connecting 
with your life? What might God be inviting 
you to know or understand about yourself 
or someone else?

2. RESPOND

Take a few minutes to respond to God about 
what he has revealed to you. You may wish 
to come clean like the woman and tell the 
whole truth to Jesus, remembering that God 
listens attentively when we speak.


