
EPIPHANY  |  SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 10, 2019

“Questions are like keys. The right question,  
asked at the right time, will open a door to something  

you don’t yet know, something you haven’t yet  
realized, or something you haven’t even considered— 

about others and about yourself.”

 JAMES E. RYAN

What do you want  
me to do for you? 

Called together for the renewal of all things through Jesus Christ.



¡Bienvenido! 欢迎!  Добро пожаловать!

Visit our website (thirdrva.org), sign up for our ministry 
emails (thirdrva.org/signup), and pick up a copy of Third 
Press, our monthly newsletter, from around the church.

3. FIND COMMUNITY

2. JOIN US FOR COFFEE

1. LEARN ABOUT THIRD

Come to our next Welcome Coffee on February 17 at 
10:00 a.m. in the Parlor. You’ll meet a few people and 
learn about Third’s vision, what we believe, and how you 
can get involved.

Our parish groups provide the opportunity for each person 
at Third to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city. 
Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life. 

We’re so glad you’re here.
If you’re new with us, we’d love to get to know you. Fill out one of the Connect Cards in front 
of you, drop it in the offering, and we’ll be in touch.

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | Twitter Facebook-Square Instagram @thirdrva | 804-282-4645 
Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians

WELCOME!
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Since the days of the early church, followers of Jesus have been invited to “tell time 
differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s works of salvation and renewal.  
At Third Church we draw on that tradition not only by marking the seasons of the Christian 
year through the readings and music in our Sunday services, but also by using colors and 
textures to enrich our physical space and experience of worship.

In the season of Epiphany, we are focused 
on Jesus’ earthly life and mission to bring 
God’s kingdom to the whole world, 
reclaiming and renewing all things. Jesus’ 
life among the people of Israel reveals 
the complicated, beautiful nature of God, 
and in each aspect of Christ’s identity and 
calling we see glimpses of new life in Jesus.

Added to the white of Christmas (and 
Easter) are touches of many other colors, 
each one standing for one aspect of the 
kingdom of God revealed in Jesus: yellow 
and gold for the gifts of the Wise Men, 

signaling that Jesus came to claim people of every nation as his own; red and orange for 
the Holy Spirit that rested upon Christ to inaugurate his ministry; blue for the tassels of the 
rabbinical robe marking Jesus as our great teacher and High Priest; royal purple and pink 
for Jesus our King; green for new life and the role Jesus affirmed for ordinary people (the 
church) in the great mission of God; even black and brown to remind us of Jesus’ suffering 
and rejection. The many colors of Epiphany represent the whole, complex kingdom life 
that Christ brings into the world, and in this season we ask God to open our eyes to see 
him more and more in the multi-colored light of Jesus.

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “Variations on ‘O For a Thousand Tongues to Sing’” Jeff Hummel 
  (Robert Hobby)

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Isaiah 30:15

Leader: In returning and rest is your salvation, 
in quietness and in trust is your strength. 

People: Amen.

Silent Preparation for Worship

Let’s quiet our hearts in preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 62

Leader: Truly my soul finds rest in God; my salvation comes from him.
People: Truly he is our rock and our salvation; 

he is our fortress, we will never be shaken.
Leader: Yes, my soul, find rest in God; my hope comes from him.
People: Truly he is our rock and our salvation; 

he is our fortress, we will not be shaken.
Leader: My salvation and honor depend on God; 

he is my mighty rock, my refuge.
People: Trust in him at all times, you people; pour out your hearts 

to him, for God is our refuge.

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “‘Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus” Words on page 5 
  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” #575 in the Hymnal
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‘TIS SO SWEET TO TRUST IN JESUS
’Tis so sweet to trust in Jesus, 
Just to take him at his word, 
Just to rest upon his promise, 
Just to know, “Thus saith the Lord!”

Jesus, Jesus, how I trust him! 
How I’ve proved him o’er and o’er. 
Jesus, Jesus, precious Jesus! 
O for grace to trust him more.

O how sweet to trust in Jesus, 
Just to trust his cleansing blood; 
Just in simple faith to plunge me 
’Neath the healing, cleansing flood!

Refrain

Yes, ’tis sweet to trust in Jesus, 
Just from sin and self to cease; 
Just from Jesus simply taking 
Life and rest, and joy and peace.

Refrain

I’m so glad I learned to trust thee, 
Precious Jesus, Savior, Friend; 
And I know that thou art with me, 
Wilt be with me to the end.

Refrain
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Leader:  Almighty God, who sent the promised power of the Holy Spirit  
to fill the disciples with willing faith:

People:  We confess that we resist the force of your Spirit among us,  
that we are slow to serve you and reluctant to spread the good 
news of your love. 

Leader:  God, have mercy on us.
People:  Forgive our divisions and by your Spirit draw us together. 

Inflame us with a desire to do your will and be your faithful 
people for the sake of your Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ. Amen.

Song of Confession “Create in Me (Psalm 51)” Choir 
(11:15 service only) (Dover/Martin)

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 
Cast me not away from thy presence, O Lord, and take not thy Spirit from me.

Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation, and uphold me with thy free spirit. 
Then will I teach transgressors thy ways, and sinners be converted to thee.

Create in me a clean heart, O God.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort and Assurance

Leader: What can wash away our sins?
People: Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Leader: We are brothers and sisters through his blood.
People: We have died together, we will rise together,  

we will live together.
Leader: In and through Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
People: Thanks be to God!
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THANKSGIVING

Sacrament of Baptism
8:45 a.m. service Madison Mae “Maddie” Vogel 
10:00 a.m. service Yuna Song

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you. 
And give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace forever.

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple 
like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”

Our Offerings
Pray for International Cooperating Ministries as they seek to partner with in-country 
leaders to nurture believers and build churches. Pray for our covenant partners serving at 
ICM, Janice Allen as Executive Chair and Geof Stiff as President.

Offertory by The Welcome Wagon

† Doxology

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Mark 10:35–40, 46–52

35 Then James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came to him. “Teacher,” they said, “we 
want you to do for us whatever we ask.”
36 “What do you want me to do for you?” he asked.
37 They replied, “Let one of us sit at your right and the other at your left in your glory.”
38 “You don’t know what you are asking,” Jesus said. “Can you drink the cup I drink or be 
baptized with the baptism I am baptized with?”
39 “We can,” they answered.

Jesus said to them, “You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am 
baptized with, 40 but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. These places belong to 
those for whom they have been prepared.”
46 Then they came to Jericho. As Jesus and his disciples, together with a large crowd, were 
leaving the city, a blind man, Bartimaeus (which means “son of Timaeus”), was sitting by 
the roadside begging. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to shout, 
“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!”
48 Many rebuked him and told him to be quiet, but he shouted all the more, “Son of David, 
have mercy on me!”
49 Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.”

So they called to the blind man, “Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” 50 Throwing 
his cloak aside, he jumped to his feet and came to Jesus.
51 “What do you want me to do for you?” Jesus asked him.

The blind man said, “Rabbi, I want to see.”
52 “Go,” said Jesus, “your faith has healed you.” Immediately he received his sight and 
followed Jesus along the road.

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



Message: 
“What do you want me to do for you?” 

Corey Widmer
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We respond to God’s word.

Song of Response “Jesus, Cast a Look on Me”

Jesus, cast a look on me! Give me sweet simplicity. 
Make me poor and keep me low, seeking only thee to know.

Make me like a little child, of my strength and wisdom spoiled, 
Seeing only in thy light, walking only in thy might.

Leaning on thy loving breast, where a weary soul can rest. 
Feeling well the peace of God flowing from his precious blood.

In this posture let me live, and hosannas daily give. 
In this temper let me die, and hosannas ever cry!

RESPONDING
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Sam Tyler, Hunter Lee, Jean Johnson, Peggy Harvey, Dru Fitch, Evi Burgin, Christie Geraty, 
Elva White, Milton Jones, Strick Smith, Nancy Bonsack, Betty Cox, Brad Bishop,  
Julie Walden, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones
Becky Glasgow, Lauralee Allen (mother, grandmother, 2/4) Ellen Duerksen  
(husband Greg, 1/31), Brooke Winters Wright (grandfather, 1/27), Helen “Gig” Smith, 
1/17, Laura Kreisa (mother Lou Rutherford, 1/1), Taylor Frazier (stepfather, 12/27),
James Hildebrand (brother, 12/20), Mike Murchie and Peter Murchie (grandfather, 12/20)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for the coming of God’s kingdom in metropolitan Richmond: for healthy 
economic development which enhances the metropolitan community, employs the 
unemployed, and contributes to the common good.
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SENDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Song of Commission “In Christ Alone” #770 in the Hymnal

† Commission and Benediction From 2 Corinthians 12:9

Leader: The great truth of the gospel is this:
People:  His grace is sufficient for us, 

his power is made perfect in weakness.

† Postlude  “Fanfare” Jeff Hummel 
 (11:15 service only) (Gordon Young)
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SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of our covenant partners Janice Allen and  
Geof Stiff at International Cooperating Ministries, as they seek to partner with in-country 
leaders to nurture believers and build churches.

Today we celebrate the birth of Kenley Grey Dieringer, born on January 22 to Alex 
and Kurt Dieringer.

Today at the 8:45 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Madison Mae 
“Maddie” Vogel, daughter of Kerri and Kirk Vogel. Relatives present today are Joanne 
and Barry Hutchinson (grandparents), Helen and George Vogel (grandparents), and 
Jennie, George, and Eliza Vogel (aunt, uncle, and cousin). Elder representing the Session 
by holding the font is Jon Hottinger. Prayer sponsor is Tracie Meadows.

Today at the 10:00 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Yuna Song, 
daughter of Lance Song and Emily Park. Elder representing the Session by holding the 
font is Nan Clarke. Prayer sponsors are Van and Katie Smith.
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Today! Russia Mission Trip Info Meeting – 12:15 p.m., Parlor
Interested in going to Russia on a mission trip this summer? Join us today after the 11:15 a.m. 
service in the Parlor for an info meeting on this unique trip. The trip is scheduled for  
May 31 – June 9 and will be led by Frontier Fellowship Associate Director Donald 
Marsden and Third’s mission pastor, LJ Jaworski. Refreshments will be available!

Today! College Student Valentine Mailing – Fellowship Hall
Help us care for our college students! College Ministry and three women’s groups will be 
writing notes and stuffing packages to send to our college students to remind them their 
church loves them. If you’d like to help, please bring non-crushable items to the Fellowship 
Hall this morning. And if you forgot, there are already notecards down there so you can 
write notes to our students!

Officer Nominations: A Call for Your Participation
Each year, we ask our covenant partners to nominate individuals for the roles of Deacon, 
Elder, and Trustee. Please join us this month by nominating individuals for these offices. 
More information can be found on our website (thirdrva.org/nominate) or in the 
handouts found around the church.

Parish Groups – The Spring Term Has Just Begun!
If you’re looking to get more involved at Third or desiring to build community, parish 
groups started their spring term last week, and it’s the perfect time to try one out. Parish 
groups are the primary way that we as a church build community, grow as disciples, and 
love our neighbors. It’s not meant to be another program or event on your calendar, but a 
way of life. Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life.

NEWS & EVENTS
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NEWS & EVENTS

Jobs for Life – New class begins next Monday, February 18! 
We’re kicking off Jobs for Life’s fourth year of changing lives through this biblically-based 
jobs ministry. If you are unemployed, under-employed or unhappy in your employment or 
if you would like to be a Champion for someone who is, or to help provide a meal for the 
class, please visit thirdrva.org/jobsforlife, or connect with Ginger James in the Commons 
this morning.

Family Ministry Pizza and Movie Night – Saturday, February 16, 5:00 p.m.
Join us for pizza and the movie Charlotte’s Web (2006)! This is a great way to meet new 
people and spend some time together as a church family. Please bring a snack to share, a 
chair or blanket to sit on, and a donation to FeedMore’s food bank. We’ll also be making 
cards for patients at the Children’s Hospital! More info and RSVP at thirdrva.org/events. 

Women’s Conference – Saturday, February 23, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
On this day together, we want to help women understand that they are known and loved 
by God and see how he works through our relationships with one another. Our speakers 
include Erin Rose, Val Kling, Connie Byers, and Bradley Crawford. Worship will be led by 
Brooke Winters Wright. More info and to sign up ($25): thirdrva.org/events.

Meet Our Mission Partner: International Cooperating Ministries – 
Sunday, February 17, 12:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Come and hear from Geof Stiff about the global impact of International Cooperating 
Ministries (ICM). Through ICM, Third Church and its members have sponsored 225 
church buildings in 40 countries that provide a place of worship for over 43,000 
believers. Come and learn more at this lunch! No RSVP necessary. 

Club 56 Retreat – March 1-2, Third Church
Fifth and sixth grade students are invited to the annual Club 56 retreat. We will gather for 
games, food, fellowship, and a great guest speaker. Don’t forget to invite friends to join 
you! More info and to sign up ($10), visit: thirdrva.org/events.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Each February, we pause our adult Sunday school classes so we can spend a month 
together as a full church community studying a topic that has bearing on all our lives. 
February Term proves to be one of our most special events each year, so we hope you 
join us. All our other Sunday school classes for adults will resume in March!

2019 February Term: “Habits of Purpose for an Age of Distraction” 
Sunday mornings in February, 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
For our February Term this year, we’re focusing on how habits inevitably shape our 
spiritual life, and how Scripture calls us to be much more intentional and thoughtful about 
our habitual lives than we normally are. We’re excited to welcome Justin Earley as our key 
teacher of this 4-week class. Justin is a covenant partner, a shepherding elder, and also 
the author of the forthcoming book The Common Rule: Habits of Purpose for an Age of 
Distraction.

Questions about our Sunday school classes? Contact Derek at derekm@thirdrva.org.
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents 
or Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

Student Ministry: Sunday Night Gatherings – 7:00–8:30 p.m.
Students in 7th–12th grade are welcome to join us on Sunday evenings in the Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) with questions.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, February 10
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. February Term – Fellowship Hall 
12:30 p.m. Russia mission trip information meeting – Parlor 
7:00 p.m. Sunday night student gatherings – Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, February 12 
10:30 a.m. College Valentines brunch / boxes – Fellowship Hall 
12:00 p.m. Helping Hands – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Book launch: The Common Rule by Justin Earley – Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, February 13
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.  
6:45 p.m. Immigrant and refugee homework tutoring – Fellowship Hall 
6:45 p.m. Club 56 – Basement

Thursday, February 14
10:00 a.m. Preschool play group and story time – Room 103 
7:00 p.m. Guided Tour of the Bible – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice – Choir Room

Friday, February 15
8:30 a.m. Europe Prayer and Care – Carolyn Oakley’s home (804-937-6564)

Saturday, February 16
5:00 p.m. Family Pizza and Movie Night – Fellowship Hall



1. Settle into a comfortable position that 
allows you to remain alert. Breathe deeply 
in and out several times to release any 
tension you have, and become aware that 
you are in God’s presence.

When you are ready, imagine yourself in 
the story of Bartimaeus in Mark 10:46–52. 
Imagine yourself sitting on the road in your 
own place of need. Perhaps read the story 
through slowly, seeing yourself as the one 
needing something from Jesus. Imagine 
yourself crying out to him through the 
crowd. What words do you call out? What 
emotions do you feel?

QUESTION 1

What do you want me to do for you?

2. Imagine that in response to your cry, Jesus 
stops, turns and looks at you. He comes 
near. You are now face to face with one 
another. You have his complete attention. 
Jesus asks you, “What do you want me to 
do for you?”

Give his question all the time it needs. You 
may want to sit with the question, go on a 
walk, or write in a journal. If you choose 
to journal, it might help to begin with the 
statement “What I most need / want from 
you right now…” and then let your thoughts 
flow. Listen for Christ’s response.



3. Don’t feel as if you have to do anything; 
simply relish the intimacy and richness that 
come when we are able to name our honest 
desires in God’s presence.

Adapted from Sacred Rhythms, by Ruth Haley Barton, p. 28. Week of February 10, 2019


