
Youth Sunday | February 3, 2019 
EPIPHANY

PRESSING ON
“So the ‘upward call’ seems to be the resurrection life itself. 

Straining forward towards it, like an athlete aiming  
at the finishing line and the prize that waits beyond it,  
means living in the present in the light of that future.” 

N.T. Wright





Called together for the renewal 
of all things through Jesus Christ.

Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

Добро пожаловать!

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Since the days of the early church, followers of Jesus have been invited to “tell time 
differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s works of salvation and renewal.  
At Third Church we draw on that tradition not only by marking the seasons of the Christian 
year through the readings and music in our Sunday services, but also by using colors and 
textures to enrich our physical space and experience of worship.

In the season of Epiphany, we are focused 
on Jesus’ earthly life and mission to bring 
God’s kingdom to the whole world, 
reclaiming and renewing all things. Jesus’ 
life among the people of Israel reveals 
the complicated, beautiful nature of God, 
and in each aspect of Christ’s identity and 
calling we see glimpses of new life in Jesus.

Added to the white of Christmas (and 
Easter) are touches of many other colors, 
each one standing for one aspect of the 
kingdom of God revealed in Jesus: yellow 
and gold for the gifts of the Wise Men, 

signaling that Jesus came to claim people of every nation as his own; red and orange for 
the Holy Spirit that rested upon Christ to inaugurate his ministry; blue for the tassels of the 
rabbinical robe marking Jesus as our great teacher and High Priest; royal purple and pink 
for Jesus our King; green for new life and the role Jesus affirmed for ordinary people (the 
church) in the great mission of God; even black and brown to remind us of Jesus’ suffering 
and rejection. The many colors of Epiphany represent the whole, complex kingdom life 
that Christ brings into the world, and in this season we ask God to open our eyes to see 
him more and more in the multi-colored light of Jesus.

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “The Solid Rock” Churchestra

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Psalm 118:24

Leader: This is the day the Lord has made;
People: Let us rejoice and be glad in it.

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 71:5–8

Leader: For you have been our hope, Sovereign Lord,
People: Our confidence since our youth.
Leader: From birth we have relied on you;
People: We will ever praise you.
Leader: Our mouths are filled with your praise,
Everyone: Declaring your splendor all day long.

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “The Lion and the Lamb” Words on page 6 
  “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” #776 in the Hymnal



6

THE LION AND THE LAMB
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Leader: Let us come with humble and repentant hearts to the Lord.

People: We all, like sheep, have gone astray.  
Each of us has turned to our own way;  
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort and Assurance  From Lamentations 3:22–24

Leader: But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope:

People: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
his mercies never come to an end. 
They are new every morning; great is your faithfulness!

Leader: Sisters and brothers, hear the good news: in Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

People: Thanks be to God!

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple 
like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING

Our Offerings
Pray for Rollin Grams, based at the Stellenbosch Theological Institute, South Africa, 
as he seeks to prepare and equip current and future ministry leaders in Africa through 
theological education.

Student Interviews

Doxology

Please stand as we sing to the Lord.

† Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures  
 here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father,  
 Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Philippians 3:12–16

12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press 
on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I 
do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is 
behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize 
for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

15 All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view of things. And if on some point 
you think differently, that too God will make clear to you. 16 Only let us live up to what we 
have already attained.



Message: 
“Pressing On” 

Ansley Henderson, Allison Potter,  
Maggie Cox, Rachael Potter



12

RESPONDING 

We respond to God’s word.

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Everyone: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, 
you have made us in your image and for yourself. 
You have made this good world for us to tend and to enjoy. 
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You sought your ancient people when they strayed from you. 
You freed them from the oppressor and brought them home. 
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You have sent your Son to bring us home to you. 
By his Incarnation–

People: You have found us.

Leader: By his Death–
People: You have forgiven us.

Leader: By his Resurrection–
People: You have freed us. 

Leader: God, our Father, 
People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.
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RESPONDING

Leader: In union with Jesus Christ of Nazareth, our Great High Priest, and with  
all who worship you, both in heaven and on earth, we offer you our  
praise, saying:

People:  Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest; 
blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution  From 1 Corinthians 11:23–26

“The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of 
me.’ In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you eat 
this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy Spirit on our 
bread and wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of Christ, and 
on your people, that we may be the body of Christ, reconciled to you and to 
each other by his blood. By your Holy Spirit make us—

People: One with Christ, 
one with each other, 
and one in mission to all the world,

Leader: Until Christ shall come in final victory 
and we feast together at his heavenly banquet. 
We cry, Maranatha!

People: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.
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The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because 
the bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When 
we come forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the 
Holy Spirit, extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome anyone to the table who is willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this time to 
meditate on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by 
the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, 
please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the 
light and life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but 
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete 
acceptance. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and 
receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.

RESPONDING 
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Communion Songs “Fairest Lord Jesus” (Instrumental) Churchestra 
  “Build My Life” Churchestra and Team

Worthy of every song we could ever sing, worthy of all the praise we could ever bring, 
Worthy of every breath we could ever breathe, we live for you.

Jesus, the name above every other name. Jesus, the only one who could ever save. 
Worthy of every breath we could ever breathe, we live for you.

Holy, there is no one like you, there is none beside you,  
Open up my eyes in wonder. 
Show me who you are and fill me with your heart and lead me  
In your love to those around me.

I will build my life upon your love, it is a firm foundation. 
I will put my trust in you alone, and I will not be shaken.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen.

RESPONDING
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For Health
Jean Johnson, Peggy Harvey, Dru Fitch, Greg Duerksen, Evi Burgin, Christie Geraty,  
Elva White, Milton Jones, Strick Smith, Nancy Bonsack, Betty Cox, Brad Bishop,  
Julie Walden, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones
Brooke Winters Wright (grandfather, 1/27), Laura Kreisa (mother Lou Rutherford, 1/1), 
Taylor Frazier (stepfather, 12/27), James Hildebrand (brother, 12/20), Mike Murchie 
and Peter Murchie (grandfather, 12/20)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for the coming of God’s kingdom in metropolitan Richmond: for a spirit of unity 
and cooperation among all people in all jurisdictions. Fill us with your compassion for our 
natural environment. We pray that all would earnestly seek the common welfare of this 
metropolitan city.

Prayer Needs
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SENDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Song of Commission “The Church’s One Foundation” #251 in the Hymnal

† Commission and Benediction 

Leader: Church family, since we are surrounded  
by such a great cloud of witnesses,  
let us throw off everything that hinders  
and the sin that so easily entangles.

People:  And let us run with perseverance  
the race marked out for us,  
fixing our eyes on Jesus,  
the author and perfecter of our faith.

† Postlude  “Fanfare” Jeff Hummel 
 (11:15 service only) (Jean-Joseph Mouret)

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of Rollin Grams, based at the Stellenbosch 
Theological Institute, South Africa, as he seeks to prepare and equip current and future 
ministry leaders in Africa through theological education.
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Officer Nominations: A Call for Your Participation!
Each year, we ask our covenant partners to nominate individuals for the roles of Deacon, 
Elder, and Trustee. Please join us this month by nominating individuals for these offices. 
More information can be found on our website (thirdrva.org/nominate) or in the 
handouts found around the church.

Parish Groups – Spring term begins this week
If you’re looking to get more involved at Third or desiring to build community, parish 
groups are starting their spring term this week, and it’s the perfect time to try one out. 
Parish groups are the primary way that we as a church build community, grow as 
disciples, and love our neighbors. It’s not meant to be another program or event on your 
calendar, but a way of life. Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life.

Makers Series: “Intimate” – Next Weekend, February 8–9 
This next installment of the Makers Series will explore how the arts connect us with one 
another, and the material “stuff” that takes on intensely personal terms. Join us Friday 
night for our Makers panel with glassblower Peter Jacobsen, poet Nathaniel Perry, and 
musical duo The Welcome Wagon. Then join The Welcome Wagon on Saturday morning 
for a worship workshop, and a concert later that evening. More info: thirdrva.org/events.

Jobs for Life – New class begins February 18! 
We’re kicking off Jobs for Life’s fourth year of changing lives through this biblically-based 
jobs ministry. If you are unemployed, under-employed or unhappy in your employment or 
if you would like to be a Champion for someone who is, or to help provide a meal for the 
class, please visit thirdrva.org/jobsforlife, or connect with Ginger James in the Commons 
this morning.

NEWS & EVENTS
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NEWS & EVENTS

Women’s Conference – Saturday, February 23, 9:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.
On this day together, we want to help women understand that they are known and loved 
by God and see how he works through our relationships with one another. Our speakers 
include Erin Rose, Val Kling, Connie Byers, and Bradley Crawford. Worship will be led by 
Brooke Winters Wright. More info and to sign up ($25): thirdrva.org/events. 

Russia Mission Trip Info Meeting – Sunday, February 10, 12:15 p.m., Parlor
Interested in going to Russia on a missions trip this summer? Join us next Sunday for an 
info meeting on this unique trip. The trip is scheduled for May 31 – June 9 and will be led 
by Frontier Fellowship Associate Director Donald Marsden and Third’s mission pastor,  
LJ Jaworski. Refreshments will be available!

College Student Valentine Mailing – Sunday, February 10, Fellowship Hall
Help us care for our college students! College Ministry and three women’s groups will be 
writing notes and stuffing packages to send to our college students to remind them their 
church loves them. If you’d like to help, please bring non-crushable items to the Fellowship 
Hall on Sunday, February 10. Notecards will be available there!
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

This week we begin our February Term! Each February, we pause our adult Sunday 
school classes so we can spend a month together as a full church community studying a 
topic that has bearing on all our lives. February Term proves to be one of our most special 
events each year, so we hope you join us. All our other Sunday school classes for adults 
will resume in March!

2019 February Term: “Habits of Purpose for an Age of Distraction” 
Sunday mornings in February, 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
For our February Term this year, we’ll be focusing on how habits inevitably shape our 
spiritual life, and how Scripture calls us to be much more intentional and thoughtful about 
our habitual lives than we normally are. We’re excited to welcome Justin Earley as our key 
teacher of this 4-week class. Justin is a covenant partner, a shepherding elder, and also 
the author of the forthcoming book The Common Rule: Habits of Purpose for an Age of 
Distraction.

Questions about our Sunday school classes? Contact Derek at derekm@thirdrva.org.
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents 
or Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

Student Ministry: Sunday Night Gatherings
There is NO Sunday night student ministry this week (February 3). Contact Rick  
(rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) with questions.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, February 3
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. February Term – Fellowship Hall 
12:15 p.m. Russia mission trip information meeting – Parlor 
12:30 p.m. Praying for Our Nation – Room 101

Tuesday, February 5 
7:00 p.m. Muslim world prayer group – Laurie Chalifoux’ home (804-740-1199)

Wednesday, February 6
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.  
6:45 p.m. Immigrant and refugee homework tutoring – Fellowship Hall 
6:45 p.m. Club 56 – Basement

Thursday, February 7
6:30 p.m. Healing prayer group – Student Ministry area 
7:00 p.m. Guided Tour of the Bible – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice – Choir Room

Friday, February 8
6:30 p.m. Makers Series: “Intimate” – Fellowship Hall

Saturday, February 9
10:00 a.m. Makers Series: Conversation with The Welcome Wagon – Fellowship Hall
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WELCOME TO THIRD

We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to learn more about 
our community. To get started, you can visit our website (thirdrva.org) and sign up for 
our ministry emails (thirdrva.org/signup). You can also pick up a copy of Third Press, 
our monthly newsletter, from around the church.

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD

If you ever need help on a Sunday morning, look for individuals wearing yellow name 
badges. They can help answer questions, find seats, and guide you around our building. 
A Wiggle Room is available if you need to leave the service with your little one. You’ll 
be able to watch the service via streaming. The room is across the courtyard, through the 
doors and to the right.

WELCOME COFFEE

If you’re new to Third, join us for our next Welcome Coffee! This monthly gathering is a 
great opportunity to meet people and learn about Third’s vision, what we believe, and 
how you can get involved. Join us on February 17 at 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor.

JOIN A PARISH GROUP COMMUNITY

We desire everyone at Third to be known, cared for, and encouraged as a disciple  
of Christ, and we do this through our Parish Groups. Whether you are new or not, you  
are invited to a Parish Group in your area this week. No qualifications, no homework,  
just come. We have a place set for you.

Parish Groups meet regularly to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city. Learn more and find a group 
meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life.


