
Sunday | January 27, 2019 
EPIPHANY

NEW COMMUNITY
“What should people do with their lives today? Many things, 

obviously. But the most daring thing is to create stable communities 
in which the terrible disease of loneliness can be cured.”

Kurt Vonnegut



Called together for the renewal 
of all things through Jesus Christ.

Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

Добро пожаловать!

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.



Since the days of the early church, followers of Jesus have been invited to “tell time 
differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s works of salvation and renewal.  
At Third Church we draw on that tradition not only by marking the seasons of the Christian 
year through the readings and music in our Sunday services, but also by using colors and 
textures to enrich our physical space and experience of worship.

In the season of Epiphany, we are focused 
on Jesus’ earthly life and mission to bring 
God’s kingdom to the whole world, 
reclaiming and renewing all things. Jesus’ 
life among the people of Israel reveals 
the complicated, beautiful nature of God, 
and in each aspect of Christ’s identity and 
calling we see glimpses of new life in Jesus.

Added to the white of Christmas (and 
Easter) are touches of many other colors, 
each one standing for one aspect of the 
kingdom of God revealed in Jesus: yellow 
and gold for the gifts of the Wise Men, 

signaling that Jesus came to claim people of every nation as his own; red and orange for 
the Holy Spirit that rested upon Christ to inaugurate his ministry; blue for the tassels of the 
rabbinical robe marking Jesus as our great teacher and High Priest; royal purple and pink 
for Jesus our King; green for new life and the role Jesus affirmed for ordinary people (the 
church) in the great mission of God; even black and brown to remind us of Jesus’ suffering 
and rejection. The many colors of Epiphany represent the whole, complex kingdom life 
that Christ brings into the world, and in this season we ask God to open our eyes to see 
him more and more in the multi-colored light of Jesus.

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “All My Hope on God Is Founded” Jeff Hummel 
  (Michael Burkhardt)

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Psalm 46:10

Leader: Be still, and know that I am God. 
I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth.

People: Amen.

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 84

Leader: How lovely is your dwelling place,
People: O Lord of hosts!
Leader: My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the Lord;
People: My heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God.
Leader: Happy are those whose strength is in you,
People: In whose heart are the highways to Zion.
Leader: For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
People: O Lord of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in you!

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “God Is Here” #246 in the Hymnal 
  “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” #538 in the Hymnal
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Leader: Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our sinfulness,  
our shortcomings, and our offense against you.

People: You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from 
your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love. 

Leader: Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we are ashamed and sorry for all we have 
done to displease you.

People: Forgive our sins, and help us to live in your light and walk in  
your ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort  

Leader: May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 
banish all darkness from your hearts and minds, 
forgive you your sins, grant you the joy of his kingdom, 
and raise you to new and everlasting life.

Everyone:  Amen.

Let it be known that we have been forgiven. Let it be known that we have been forgiven. 
We are sinners who have been redeemed. Let it be known we can forgive like him.

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple 
like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING

Our Offerings
Pray for CARITAS, a ministry which joins with area congregations in providing for the  
most basic needs of Richmond’s homeless — food and shelter, home furnishings, and 
employment. Also please be in prayer for our covenant partner Cullen Rivers as he 
facilitates a medical team in Haiti from January 26 – February 3.

Offertory “Psalm 133” Choir and Worship Team

Behold how good and pleasant it is to dwell in unity, 
To love and be loved like Jesus loved, 
To serve in humility. 
Like the oil flowing down the face of Aaron,  
Like the dew on the mountain. 
Behold how good it is, 
How good to dwell in unity. 
Behold how good and pleasant it is to dwell in unity. 
‘Tis a foretaste of blessing and all that is good 
We’ll know for eternity.

Doxology

Please stand as we sing to the Lord.

† Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures  
 here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father,  
 Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Colossians 3:15–17

15 Let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were 
called to peace. And be thankful. 16 Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as 
you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs 
from the Spirit, singing to God with gratitude in your hearts. 17 And whatever you do, 
whether in word or deed, do it all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the 
Father through him.



  Message: 
  “New Community” 
  Derek Mondeau
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We respond to God’s word.

Joining of new Covenant Partners
Wanda and Robert Bass (Chesterfield), Carol Broaddus (Chesterfield), Alex and  
Kurt Dieringer (City North), Samantha Fallon (Mooreland), Jim and Kelly Gregory  
(City South), Sultan Hubbard (City North), Katie and Andrew Intihar (Three Chopt),  
Andy Keller (City North), Aaron and Katie Mullins (City North), Margaret Rawls  
(City North), Beth York (Chesterfield)

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen.

Prayer Needs

For Health
Dru Fitch, Greg Duerksen, Evi Burgin, Christie Geraty, Elva White, Milton Jones,  
Stephen McCray, Strick Smith, Nancy Bonsack, Betty Cox, Brad Bishop, Julie Walden, 
Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones
Laura Kreisa (mother Lou Rutherford, 1/1), Taylor Frazier (stepfather, 12/27),  
James Hildebrand (brother, 12/20), Mike Murchie and Peter Murchie (grandfather, 
12/20), Frannie Nance (grandfather, 11/16), Patty Ramsey (husband Jerry, 10/25)

For Metro Richmond
We pray to overcome in Christ’s name the heritage of racism: To proclaim in word and 
deed the establishment of a beloved community in metropolitan Richmond.

RESPONDING



10

SENDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Song of Commission “Let It Be Known” Words below

May our offerings be pleasing to your ears, be holy in your sight. 
We repent of sins we never knew we did, but we ask that you’d forgive. 
As we come to the altar, we have a single request: that Lord, you’d come and you’d bless; 
Bless our relationships with our brothers and sisters as we grow together.

Let it be known that we have been forgiven. Let it be known that we have been forgiven. 
We are sinners who have been redeemed. Let it be known we can forgive like him.

May our families be rooted in your love, be strengthened through your power. 
We will worship you by serving one another, by putting others first. 
As we come before our neighbors, we have a single request: we want to honor you. 
We seek reconciliation with our brothers and sisters as we grow together.

Let it be known that we will love the Lord. Let it be known that we will love the Lord. 
May our lives reflect your perfect Son. Let it be known that you have made us one.

Lyrics by Jonathan Knabe and Elena Aronson, Music by Jonathan Knabe

† Commission and Benediction From Ephesians 2

Leader: You are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with  
God’s people and also members of his household, his New Community,  
with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 

People:  In him, we are becoming a holy temple in the Lord,  
the dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.

† Postlude  “Sing Praise to God Who Reigns Above” Jeff Hummel 
 (11:15 service only) (Paul Laubengayer)
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SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of CARITAS, a ministry which joins with area 
congregations in providing for the most basic needs of Richmond’s homeless — food  
and shelter, home furnishings, and employment.

Listen to Maggie Cox’s story of change on our Podcast feed (Third Church 
Sermons) or by visiting thirdrva.org/itunes.

NEWS & EVENTS

Men’s Conference – Friday and Saturday, February 1–2, Fellowship Hall
Whether you are young or old, the question of what it means to be a man in our 
American context is confusing. Our speakers Derek Mondeau and Bill Copeland will help 
us explore our own masculinity, our own spirituality, and our own potential for leadership 
in these two days together. Our lens will be Adam’s Return, and the communal journey to 
cruciform (cross-shaped) identity. Learn more and join: thirdrva.org/events.

Officer Nominations: Now Open! 
Each year, we ask our covenant partners to nominate individuals for the roles of Deacon, 
Elder, and Trustee. We look to our church family to identify and affirm the callings and 
giftings of our members! Please join us this month by nominating individuals for these 
offices. More information can be found on our website (thirdrva.org/nominate) or in the 
handouts found around the church. 
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Parish Groups – Spring term begins week of February 3
If you’re looking to get more involved at Third or desiring to build community, parish 
groups are starting their spring term the first week of February, and it’s the perfect time to 
try one out. Parish groups are not just another program or event, but a way of life. They 
are the primary way that we as a church build community, grow as disciples, and love our 
neighbors. Find a group meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life.

Makers Series: “Intimate” – February 8–9 
This next installment of the Makers Series will explore how the arts connect us with one 
another, and the material “stuff” that takes on intensely personal terms. Join us Friday 
night for our Makers panel with glassblower Peter Jacobsen, poet Nathaniel Perry, and 
musical duo The Welcome Wagon. Then join The Welcome Wagon on Saturday morning 
for a worship workshop, and a concert later that evening. More info: thirdrva.org/events.

Jobs for Life – New class begins February 18! 
We’re kicking off Jobs for Life’s fourth year of changing lives through this biblically-based 
jobs ministry. If you are unemployed, under-employed or unhappy in your employment or 
if you would like to be a Champion for someone who is, or to help provide a meal for the 
class, connect with Ginger James in the steeple corridor this morning or the website at visit 
thirdrva.org/jobsforlife. 

Family Ministry Pizza and Movie Night 
Saturday, February 16, 5:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
Join us for pizza and the movie Charlotte’s Web (2006). This is a great way to meet new 
people and spend some time together as a church family. Please bring a snack to share, a 
beach chair or blanket to sit on, and a donation to FeedMore’s food bank. We’ll also be 
making cards for patients at the Children’s Hospital! Visit thirdrva.org/events for more info 
and to sign up. 

NEWS & EVENTS
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Drop in today for one of our adult Sunday school class opportunities! Classes meet at 
10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings and are open to all.

Good News Class (Room 101)
The Good News Class gathers for the purpose of renewing our minds through the study 
of God’s holy word. Our classes usually focus on expository teaching that is centered on 
understanding and applying God’s word for his glory and our growth as his people.

Book of Acts Study (Room 213)
The Reveal Class will continue our study of the book of Acts, exploring through UP, IN 
and OUT observations the missionary themes that Luke narrates. The mission of God’s 
people always involves our theology, our community, and our outreach. 

Metamorphosis Class (Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave)
What are the spiritual rhythms suggested in the recovery movement that can help us in 
our struggle to find healing? Join us for a close-up look at practices that can transform our 
daily lives.

Questions about our Sunday school classes? Contact Derek at derekm@thirdrva.org.

Introducing Our 2019 February Term

Habits of Purpose for an Age of Distraction (Fellowship Hall)
For our February Term this coming year, we’ll be focusing on how habits inevitably shape 
our spiritual life, and how Scripture calls us to be much more intentional and thoughtful 
about our habitual lives than we normally are. We’re excited to welcome Justin Earley as 
our key teacher of this 4-week class. Justin is a covenant partner, a shepherding elder, 
and also the author of the forthcoming book The Common Rule: Habits of Purpose for an 
Age of Distraction.

February Term begins next Sunday, February 3, at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall.  
All our other Sunday school classes for adults will pause for this session!
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents 
or Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

Student Ministry: Sunday Night Gatherings – 7:00–8:30 p.m.
Students in 7th–12th grade are welcome to join us on Sunday evenings in the Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) with questions.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, January 27
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Sunday night student gatherings – Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, January 30
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.  
6:45 p.m. Immigrant and refugee homework tutoring – Fellowship Hall 
6:45 p.m. Club 56 – Basement

Thursday, January 31
7:00 p.m. Guided Tour of the Bible – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice – Choir Room

Friday, February 1
6:30 p.m. Men’s Conference – Fellowship Hall

Saturday, February 2
8:30 a.m. Men’s Conference – Fellowship Hall
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WELCOME TO THIRD

We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to learn more about 
our community. To get started, you can visit our website (thirdrva.org) and sign up for 
our ministry emails (thirdrva.org/signup). You can also pick up a copy of Third Press, 
our monthly newsletter, from around the church.

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD

If you ever need help on a Sunday morning, look for individuals wearing yellow name 
badges. They can help answer questions, find seats, and guide you around our building. 
A Wiggle Room is available if you need to leave the service with your little one. You’ll 
be able to watch the service via streaming. The room is across the courtyard, through the 
doors and to the right.

WELCOME COFFEE

If you’re new to Third, join us for our next Welcome Coffee! This monthly gathering is a 
great opportunity to meet people and learn about Third’s vision, what we believe, and 
how you can get involved. Join us on February 17 at 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor.

JOIN A PARISH GROUP COMMUNITY

We desire everyone at Third to be known, cared for, and encouraged as a disciple  
of Christ, and we do this through our Parish Groups. Whether you are new or not, you  
are invited to a Parish Group in your area this week. No qualifications, no homework,  
just come. We have a place set for you.

Parish Groups meet regularly to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city. Learn more and find a group 
meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life.


