
Sunday | January 6, 2018 
EPIPHANY

NEW LIFE
“To change is one of the great dreams  

of every heart – to change the limitations,  
the sameness, the banality, or the pain.”

John O’Donohue





Called together for the renewal 
of all things through Jesus Christ.

Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

Добро пожаловать!

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Since the days of the early church, followers of Jesus have been invited to “tell time 
differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of God’s works of salvation and renewal.  
At Third Church we draw on that tradition not only by marking the seasons of the Christian 
year through the readings and music in our Sunday services, but also by using colors and 
textures to enrich our physical space and experience of worship.

In the season of Epiphany, we are focused 
on Jesus’ earthly life and mission to bring 
God’s kingdom to the whole world, 
reclaiming and renewing all things. Jesus’ 
life among the people of Israel reveals 
the complicated, beautiful nature of God, 
and in each aspect of Christ’s identity and 
calling we see glimpses of new life in Jesus.

Added to the white of Christmas (and 
Easter) are touches of many other colors, 
each one standing for one aspect of the 
kingdom of God revealed in Jesus: yellow 
and gold for the gifts of the Wise Men, 

signaling that Jesus came to claim people of every nation as his own; red and orange for 
the Holy Spirit that rested upon Christ to inaugurate his ministry; blue for the tassels of the 
rabbinical robe marking Jesus as our great teacher and High Priest; royal purple and pink 
for Jesus our King; green for new life and the role Jesus affirmed for ordinary people (the 
church) in the great mission of God; even black and brown to remind us of Jesus’ suffering 
and rejection. The many colors of Epiphany represent the whole, complex kingdom life 
that Christ brings into the world, and in this season we ask God to open our eyes to see 
him more and more in the multi-colored light of Jesus.

SANCTUARY DECORATIONS 
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude  Jeff Hummel

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship “Sanctus (Holy, Holy, Holy Lord)” Music below
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GATHERING

† Call to Worship  From Isaiah 60:1–3

Leader: Arise, shine, for your light has come, 
People: And the glory of the Lord rises upon you.
Leader: See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples,
People: But the Lord rises upon you and his glory appears over you.
Leader: Nations will come to your light, 
People: And kings to the brightness of your dawn. 

Prayer of Adoration

† Song of Praise “Open Up the Heavens” Music on page 7 
  “O God, Our Help in Ages Past” #405 in the Hymnal

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 
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OPEN UP THE HEAVENS
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CONFESSING

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession  From John 3:19

Leader: This is the verdict:  
Light has come into the world,  
but people loved darkness instead of light  
because their deeds were evil.

Everyone: Jesus, Light of the World, 
we confess we have not followed your light  
or stood in awe as you have come near to us.  
We are truly sorry for our pride 
and our lack of faith and love. 
We repent of our jealousy, 
our bitterness, and our many fears. 
Have mercy on us and forgive us.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort  From 1 John 1:5–7

“This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him 
there is no darkness at all. If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the 
darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth. But if we walk in the light, as he is in the 
light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us 
from all sin.” 

Leader: Through the cleansing power of the blood of Jesus, you are forgiven!
People: Thanks be to God!
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THANKSGIVING

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple 
like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”

Our Offerings
Pray for the Ministry to Educate and Equip (MTEE) as they train future Christian leaders in 
Central and Eastern Europe.

Offertory “The Way” 

Through every battle, through every heartbreak, 
Through every circumstance, we believe that you are our fortress. 
You are our portion, you are our hiding place. We believe you are…

The Way, the Truth, the Life. We believe you are…

Through every blessing, through every promise, 
Through every breath we take, we believe that you are provider. 
You are protector, you are the One we love. We believe you are…

Words and Music by Ben Smith, Daniel Bashta & Pat Barrett 
©Heritage Worship Publishing | CCLI License #706798

Doxology 
Please stand as we sing to the Lord.

† Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him,  
 all creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
 praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Colossians 3:1–4

1 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 
Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly 
things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who 
is your life, appears, then you also will appear with him in glory.

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message: 
  “New Life” 
  Corey Widmer
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RESPONDING 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Everyone: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, 
you have made us in your image and for yourself. 
You have made this good world for us to tend and to enjoy. 
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You sought your ancient people when they strayed from you. 
You freed them from the oppressor and brought them home. 
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You have sent your Son to bring us home to you. 
By his Incarnation–

People: You have found us.

Leader: By his Death–
People: You have forgiven us.

Leader: By his Resurrection–
People: You have freed us. 

Leader: God, our Father, 
People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.
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RESPONDING

Leader: In union with Jesus Christ of Nazareth, our Great High Priest, and with  
all who worship you, both in heaven and on earth, we offer you our  
praise, saying:

People:  Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest; 
blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution  From 1 Corinthians 11:23–26

“The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of 
me.’ In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you eat 
this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy Spirit on our 
bread and wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of Christ, and 
on your people, that we may be the body of Christ, reconciled to you and to 
each other by his blood. By your Holy Spirit make us—

People: One with Christ, 
one with each other, 
and one in mission to all the world,

Leader: Until Christ shall come in final victory 
and we feast together at his heavenly banquet. 
We cry, Maranatha!

People: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.
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The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because 
the bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When 
we come forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the 
Holy Spirit, extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome anyone to the table who is willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this time to 
meditate on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by 
the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, 
please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the 
light and life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but 
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete 
acceptance. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and 
receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.

RESPONDING 
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Communion Song “Without His Cross”  
(8:45 and 11:15 services) (Martin)

Without his tears, there is no comfort. 
Without his death, there is no life. 
Without his blood, there is no pardon. 
Without his cross, there is no crown.

Without his shame, there is no glory. 
Without his grief, there is no joy. 
Without his stripes, there is no healing. 
Without his cross, there is no crown.

Lamb of God, you bring salvation 
And with your grace our hearts are sealed. 
Lord, with your tears of love you bathe our sorrows; 
In your eyes we stand revealed.

Without his tears, there is no comfort. 
Without his death, there is no life. 
Without his blood, there is no pardon. 
Without his cross, there is no crown.

Communion Songs “Bless the Lord, My Soul” #836 in the Hymnal 
  “Let Us Break Bread Together” #837 in the Hymnal

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen.

RESPONDING
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Elva White, Milton Jones, Stephen McCray, Zach James, Strick Smith, Nancy Bonsack, 
Betty Cox, Dru Fitch, Brad Bishop, Julie Walden, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones
Laura Kreisa (mother Lou Rutherford, 1/1), Taylor Frazier (stepfather, 12/27),  
James Hildebrand (brother, 12/20), Mike Murchie and Peter Murchie (grandfather, 
12/20), Frannie Nance (grandfather, 11/16), Patty Ramsey (husband, Jerry, 10/25), 
Valerie Holland (brother, 10/8), Patrice Foster (mother, 10/4), Frank Flanary and  
Andrea Woie (mother, grandmother, 10/2)

For Metro Richmond
We pray to overcome in Christ’s name the heritage of racism: For the elimination of 
discrimination in living patterns, public education, employment, political jurisdiction, 
transportation, and churches in metropolitan Richmond.
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SENDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Song of Commission “Be Thou My Vision” #859 in the Hymnal

† Commission and Benediction  From 2 Corinthians 5:17–20

Leader: If anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come:  
The old has gone, the new is here! 

People: All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself  
through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 

Leader: That God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ,  
not counting people’s sins against them.  
And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation. 

People: We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors,  
as though God were making his appeal through us.

† Postlude (11:15 service only)  Jeff Hummel

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of Ministry to Educate and Equip (MTEE) as they 
train future Christian leaders in Central and Eastern Europe.

Listen to Mary Damon’s story of change on our Podcast feed  
(Third Church Sermons) or by visiting thirdrva.org/itunes.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Newcomers Class – Begins Sunday, January 13
Our Newcomers Class is an opportunity to go deep into Third’s vision for worship, 
discipleship, community, and outreach. At the end of the class, you can choose to become 
a covenant partner of our church family. Class begins Sunday morning (January 13) then 
will meet again the next weekend (Friday evening, January 18 and Saturday afternoon, 
January 19). Learn more at thirdrva.org/events. 

Guided Tour of the Bible – Kicks off again January 10 with the Poets!
This 5-week study digs into one section of the Bible, looking at a different book each 
week. We read on our own in between classes, then come together to explore things we 
want to know more about, and learn from each other. Ed Satterfield authored the Tour 
and leads our time. Our next study begins this Thursday night, January 10 and will focus 
on the Poets (Job through Proverbs). More info and to sign up: thirdrva.org/events.

Men’s Dinner – Tuesday, January 15, 6:00 p.m. 
Join us for a great meal, connection with other men and being challenged as we start 
the year with a message that will help shape your year. Tommy Thompson will speak 
on “Four Fundamental Firsts: Four Priorities for Living.” RSVP ($10): thirdrva.org/events. 
Questions? Contact Ed Satterfield: eds@thirdrva.org. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Immigrant and Refugee Tutoring – Tutors Needed! 
Our weekly tutoring program starts again on Wednesday, January 9, running through 
March 27. With our largest group ever, we are always in need of weekly tutors and 
also substitute tutors, who come when their schedules permit. Tutoring happens on 
Wednesdays from 6:45 – 7:45 p.m. throughout the church building. For more info, 
contact Andi Redmond: andir@thirdrva.org.

Dessert Gathering with Mission Partner Carolyn Rennie 
Tuesday, January 8, 6:30 p.m.
Carolyn Rennie will be giving an update on her ministry in Romania. Join us at LJ’s house 
to meet Carolyn and hear more. Questions? Contact Rebecca (rebeccah@thirdrva.org).

Help our Mission Partners Adam and Mary find a car!
Our mission partner family Adam, Mary and their kids are in need of a vehicle from 
January to June 2019. They are staying in Michigan, but will be in the area soon and 
could pick it up. If you’d like to help, please contact Rebecca Hatton: rebeccah@thirdrva.
org.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Drop in today for either of our two adult Sunday school class opportunities! Classes meet 
at 10:00 a.m. on Sunday mornings.

Good News Class (Room 101)
The Good News Class gathers for the purpose of renewing our minds through the study 
of God’s holy word. Our classes usually focus on expository teaching that is centered on 
understanding and applying God’s word for his glory and our growth as his people.

Metamorphosis Class (Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave)
What are the spiritual rhythms suggested in the recovery movement that can help us in 
our struggle to find healing? Join us for a close-up look at practices that can transform our 
daily lives.

If you have any questions about our Sunday school classes, contact Derek Mondeau:  
derekm@thirdrva.org.
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents 
or Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

Student Ministry: Sunday Night Gatherings – 7:00–8:30 p.m.
Students in 7th–12th grade are welcome to join us on Sunday evenings in the Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) with questions.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, January 6
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Women’s Ministry Conference planning meeting – Room 217 
10:00 a.m. Welcome Coffee – Parlor 
12:30 p.m.  Praying for Our Nation – Room 101 
7:00 p.m. Sunday night student gatherings – Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, January 8
12:00 p.m. Helping Hands – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Trustees meeting – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Wednesday, January 9
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.  
6:45 p.m. Immigrant and refugee homework tutoring – Fellowship Hall 
6:45 p.m. Club 56 – Basement

Thursday, January 10
10:00 a.m. Preschool play group – Room 103 
7:00 p.m. Guided Tour of the Bible – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice – Choir Room

Saturday, January 12
9:00 a.m. Core Leadership Training – Fellowship Hall
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WELCOME TO THIRD

We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to learn more about 
our community. To get started, you can visit our website (thirdrva.org) and sign up for 
our ministry emails (thirdrva.org/signup). You can also pick up a copy of Third Press, 
our monthly newsletter, from around the church.

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD

If you ever need help on a Sunday morning, look for individuals wearing yellow name 
badges. They can help answer questions, find seats, and guide you around our building. 
A Wiggle Room is available if you need to leave the service with your little one. You’ll 
be able to watch the service via streaming. The room is across the courtyard, through the 
doors and to the right.

WELCOME COFFEE

If you’re new to Third, join us for our Welcome Coffee! This monthly gathering is a great 
opportunity to meet a few people and learn about Third’s vision, what we believe, and 
how you can get involved. Join us today at 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor.

JOIN A PARISH GROUP COMMUNITY

We desire everyone at Third to be known, cared for, and encouraged as a disciple  
of Christ, and we do this through our Parish Groups. Whether you are new or not, you  
are invited to a Parish Group in your area this week. No qualifications, no homework,  
just come. We have a place set for you.

Parish Groups meet regularly to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city. Learn more and find a group 
meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life.


