
Christ the King Sunday | November 25, 2018

THE PROMISE OF WITNESS
“Preach the gospel at all times; when necessary, use words.”

St. Francis of Assisi





Called together for the renewal 
of all things through Jesus Christ.

Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

Добро пожаловать!

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.



As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal. Not only do we mark the seasons of the Christian 
year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors and 
textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

Sanctuary Decorations 

We are currently in the six-month period of Ordinary Time when we remember the story 
of God’s people as told throughout the Old and New Testaments. In Ordinary Time we 
are reminded that we are part of a great community of believers throughout time and 
history that has been called together to bear witness to God’s promises and presence 
in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus and his kingdom. The color of this season is green, 
representing the way God is at work sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms we 
experience year by year in his creation, and the way God is calling and empowering his 
Church to join in the work of renewing all things.
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GATHERING

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “Now Thank We All Our God” Jeff Hummel 
  (Michael Burkhardt)

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Habakkuk 2:20

Leader: The Lord is in his holy temple;
People: Let all the earth be silent before him.

Silent Preparation for Worship

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 145

Leader: The Lord is gracious and compassionate, slow to anger and rich in love.

People: The Lord is good to all; he has compassion on all he has made.

Leader: The Lord upholds all those who fall and lifts up all who are bowed down.

People:  The Lord is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all  
he has made.

Leader: Our mouths will speak in praise of the Lord.

Everyone: Let every creature praise his holy name forever and ever!

Prayer of Adoration



GATHERING

† Song of Praise “All Creatures of Our God and King” #356 in the Hymnal 
   (Refrain lyrics below)

† Song of Praise “Doxology” (Lyrics below)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost.

Let earth and heavenly saints proclaim the power and might of his great Name. 
Let us exalt on bended knee: praise God, the Holy Trinity.

Praise to the King, his throne transcends; his crown and kingdom never end. 
Now and throughout eternity I’ll praise the One who died for me.

Amen.
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CONFESSING 

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession  From Morten Lauridsen’s “Lux Aeterna”

Leader: O light most blessed,  
fill the inmost heart of all the faithful. 
Without your grace, there is nothing in us, 
nothing that is not harmful.

People: Cleanse what is sordid, 
flood what is arid, 
heal what is hurt, 
flex what is rigid, 
fire what is frigid, 
correct what goes astray. 

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort  From Psalm 103:11–13

Leader: For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
so great is his love for those who fear him.

People: As far as the east is from the west, 
so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

Leader: As a father has compassion on his children, 
so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him.    

People: Thanks be to God!

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple 
like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING

Our Offerings
Pray for Set Free, a ministry which offers hope and healing through the Lord Jesus Christ 
to all individuals who struggle with sexual sin and its resultant brokenness, through 
support groups, couples counseling, and education to families, friends and churches 
dealing with these issues.

Offertory “Sisi Kushangilia (We Will Be Glad)” Choir 
(8:45 and 11:15 services) (Johnson)

Sisi n’goma, sisi kuimba, sisi kushangilia. 
Sisi n’goma, sisi kuimba, sisi kushangilia.

N’goma, sisi n’goma. 
Kuimba, sisi kuimba. 
Kushangilia, sisi kushangilia. 
N’goma, kuimba, kushangilia. 
N’goma, kuimba, kushangilia. 
Sisi n’goma, sisi kuimba, sisi kushangilia. 
Sisi n’goma, sisi kuimba, sisi kushangilia.

We will dance. We will sing. We will be glad.

Offertory “Joyful, Joyful (Señor, te alabamos)” Worship Team 
(10:00 service)  (Music on page 9)
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JOYFUL, JOYFUL (SEÑOR, TE ALABAMOS)
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Acts 1:6–8

6 So when they had come together, they asked him, “Lord, will you at this time restore  
the kingdom to Israel?” 7 He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons that 
the Father has fixed by his own authority. 8 But you will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea  
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message: 
  “The Promise of Witness” 
  L J Jaworski
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RESPONDING

We respond to God’s word.

Song of Response “Called Me Higher” (Music on page 13)

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen.
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CALLED ME HIGHER
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For Health
Diane Atkinson, Strick Smith, Carolyn Oakley, Nancy Bonsack, Betty Cox, Dru Fitch, 
Kaye Phillips, Brad Bishop, Julie Walden, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones
Patty Ramsey (husband, 10/25), Valerie Holland (brother, 10/8), Patrice Foster  
(mother, 10/4), Frank Flanary and Andrea Woie (mother, grandmother, 10/2),  
Stepha Phillips (mother, 9/22), Merle James (mother, 9/16), John White (nephew, 8/20), 
Tommy Roper (father, 8/18), Rich Hines (mother, 7/24), John and Fran Robertson  
(son, 7/16)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for persons in financial need in metropolitan Richmond: for the inclusion 
of all, regardless of race, age, or jurisdiction of residence, in the economic health of 
metropolitan Richmond; for effective, affordable, regional public transportation.

Prayer Needs
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SENDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Song of Commission “Now Thank We All Our God” #374 in the Hymnal

† Commission and Benediction  An Indian Benediction

Leader: Now may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the love of God the Father be with you;  
and may the Holy Spirit come upon you 
and disturb you and trouble you, 
and set before you an impossible task and dare you to do it; 
until in your desperation you fall on your knees 
and remain there until he fills you with his power 
which alone will enable you to do it;  
and then…but only then, may the Lord grant you his peace. 
In the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,

People: Amen.

† Postlude “To God Be the Glory” Jeff Hummel 
 (11:15 service only) (Donald Hustad)

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given by Ivan and Elizabeth Cole in honor of their sixty-sixth 
wedding anniversary.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Today! Family Advent Celebration – 10:00–11:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Children ages 4 through 4th grade (and their parents/guardians!) are gathering in the 
Fellowship Hall for worship, crafts, and a message on Advent. Note: We will not have 
Sunday school for ages 4 through 4th grade today.

Lessons and Carols – December 2, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
The service of Lessons and Carols tells the story of Jesus through scripture readings, visual 
arts, instrumental music and the singing of carols. Our musicians lead the service in the 
Sanctuary, interweaving ancient and modern worship traditions. It is a great opportunity 
to begin the Advent season reflecting on scripture and praying for the coming of God’s 
Son. Join us, and bring friends and neighbors!

Donate a Hymnal for Our Special Advent Series
We will be using our new hymnals each week in Advent for our special sermon series 
on the hymns of Christmas. If you would like to donate a hymnal ($20) to be used in the 
Sanctuary, you still can! You can also buy one for your home. Visit: thirdrva.org/hymnals. 

Women’s Christmas Dinner 
Tuesday, December 4, 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Join us for this special evening of good food, fellowship and a reflection on the story of 
Mary and Elizabeth in the book of Luke. The event is free, but we do ask that you bring 
a dish to share and a small gift to donate to the Covenant Woods stocking stuffers drive. 
Learn more and let us know you’re coming: thirdrva.org/events.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Forgotten No More: Collecting Christmas Store Items 
Forgotten No More is hosting foster kids for a Foster Parent Morning Out on December 1  
and as part of it, we’re putting on a Christmas store where the foster kids will have a 
chance to “shop” for the adults in their life. Donations are needed for wrapping supplies 
and gift items for adults (winter hats, beauty supplies, games, etc.). Please place items in 
the box under the coat rack in main hallway. More info: thirdrva.org/forgotten-no-more.

Support Our Mission Partner: STEP – Donate to Their Christmas Store!
Each year STEP collects new, unwrapped children’s gifts with the original purchase  
price intact and allows parents living in the Gilpin Court community to purchase them  
at discounted prices for their children. These donations are then marked to half price  
or less and made available to the parents of Gilpin Court. Donate by December 5.  
The collection bin by Room 109. Contact STEP at 804-648-7552 for more info. 

Purchase Poinsettias for the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall
These poinsettias help beautify our worship space on Christmas Eve, and then you can 
take yours home afterwards. Order a red poinsettia for $12.50 each in memory or honor 
of a loved one. Please contact Rebecca Hatton by December 10 to place your order  
(rebeccah@thirdrva.org or 282-4645, ext. 1101). Your plant can be claimed after the 
10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve service.

Support the Hila Sewing Project! Childcare and Drivers Needed
The Hila Sewing Project of Alcansa provides sewing classes for refugees in the Richmond 
area, and is supported by our missions team here at Third. The project is in need of 
childcare helpers and drivers for their class that meets Fridays from 10:00–12:30 in 
Scott’s Addition. If you’re interested in volunteering, please contact the coordinator of the 
program, Leah Westberry: westberryl@alcansa.org or 404-660-3007.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Our adult Sunday School classes are not meeting this week! 
Our classes will resume next Sunday, December 2, at 10:00 a.m. for their final meeting 
this year. Please note: the Good News Class will continue meeting through December. 

Book of Acts Study
Room 213

Explore the Enneagram
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Good News Class
Room 101

Women, the Bible, and the Church
Fellowship Hall

Advent Resources for the Third Family

Advent begins on December 2 and we are encouraging every person and family at Third 
to engage with this season of anticipation and waiting. Here are a few resources we 
wanted to share with you:

Common Rule: Advent Edition This guide contains daily and seasonal habits that you 
can practice during the Advent season. Then join us on Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m.  
on December 9 and 16 (Room 213/215) to connect with other Third folks committing to 
these habits. Visit thecommonrule.org/advent-edition to download the guide. 

Behold! An Advent Devotional From Frontier Fellowship Our mission partner 
Frontier Fellowship has released a daily Advent devotional with entries by their staff and 
ministry friends, including Richard Haney, Donald Marsden, and LJ Jaworski. Guides will 
be available around the church to pick up on December 2, and can be accessed digitally 
at frontierfellowship.org/blog.

If you have any questions about our Sunday school classes, contact Derek Mondeau:  
derekm@thirdrva.org.
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Parents are invited to come with their children to the Family 
Advent Celebration in the Fellowship Hall.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
3 year olds Second Floor 
4 year olds–4th Grade Fellowship Hall 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

Student Ministry: No Sunday Night Gathering Tonight
Students in 7th–12th grade are welcome to come back next Sunday, December 2, 
from 7:00–8:30 in the Fellowship Hall. Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea 
(andreaw@thirdrva.org) with questions.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, November 25
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Family Advent Celebration – Fellowship Hall

Monday, November 26
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, November 27
6:00 p.m. Session Dinner and Meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Wednesday, November 28
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life Graduation 
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.  
6:45 p.m. Club 56 – Basement

Thursday, November 29
6:00 p.m. Parish Leader Celebration Banquet – Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Worship Team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice – Choir Room

Saturday, December 1
9:00 a.m. “Care 2 Share” Toy Drive – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.  
9:00 a.m. “Forgotton No More” Foster Parents and Kids Event – Fellowship Hall
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2018 BUDGET UPDATE

As we begin to close out 2018 and 
prepare our budget for 2019, we want to 
share with our church family how the Lord 
is providing for our finances this year. We 
are grateful for his provision thus far, and 
look to him in the weeks to come.

Year-to-date giving through October 
was $2,618,072, which is $100,425 or 
3.7% short of budgeted expectations. 
It is worth noting that our annual giving 
budget remains heavily dependent on 
November and December giving as, 
historically, close to 30% of our annual 
giving occurs during these two months. 
We faithfully rest in God’s grace and 
provision, and pray that the Holy Spirit 
will continue to stir our hearts with 
overflowing and joyful generosity to  
meet the commitments to which God has  
called us.

We give praise for God’s faithfulness and 
generosity and invite you to pray that 
our financial gifts will empower Third’s 
ministry and mission at Forest Avenue, in 
Richmond and around the world. Your 
gifts have Kingdom impact.

2018 Total Annual Budget 
$3,876,808 

October YTD Giving Budget 
$2,718,497

October YTD Giving Actual 
$2,618,072

(difference: $100,425)



23

2018 STEWARDSHIP SEASON: A GENEROUS PORTION

On November 4, we came together as a church to offer our pledged financial 
commitments to the Lord for the upcoming year. In this act, we entrust this church to 
him, and ask him to use our gifts for his great purposes. If you would still like to make a 
commitment, you can use the cards found in the church (can be dropped in the offering 
plate), or visit: thirdrva.org/give. 

We believe that through the local church, the gospel is proclaimed, community is formed, 
individuals grow and the kingdom is embodied and sent out into the world. 

To that end, every year we look at what it will cost us in the coming year to live as the 
particular local church God has called us to be. The staff, alongside the Budget and 
Stewardship Committee, carefully projected our budget for 2019, and we as a church 
body make pledges to help ensure our financial commitments.

For 2019, we project our total budget will be $4,070,655, a 5% increase from 2018.

2019 BUDGET 

$4,070,655

48%

6%

17%PERSONNEL
COSTS

MISSIONS
FUNDING

MINISTRY 
BUDGETS

OPERATING 
COSTS

Budget Highlights:

• For the first time, we’re including our full mortgage payment for our office building, 
and also including increases for additional principal payments and replacement costs 
for aging HVAC systems.  

• We aim to commit more resources to maintenance and debt reduction now, so that 
our future facility improvements will be less encumbered by debt, freeing us up to 
invest in good, new work. 

30%
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WELCOME TO THIRD

We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to learn more about 
our community. To get started, you can visit our website (thirdrva.org) and sign up for 
our ministry emails (thirdrva.org/signup). You can also pick up a copy of Third Press, 
our monthly newsletter, from around the church.

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD

If you ever need help on a Sunday morning, look for individuals wearing yellow name 
badges. They can help answer questions, find seats, and guide you around our building. 
A Wiggle Room is available if you need to leave the service with your little one. You’ll 
be able to watch the service via streaming. The room is across the courtyard, through the 
doors and to the right.

WELCOME COFFEE

If you’re new to Third, join us for our next Welcome Coffee! This monthly gathering is a 
great opportunity to meet a few people and learn about Third’s vision, what we believe, 
and how you can get involved. Our next Welcome Coffee will be Sunday, December 
16 at 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor.

JOIN A PARISH GROUP COMMUNITY

We desire everyone at Third to be known, cared for, and encouraged as a disciple  
of Christ, and we do this through our Parish Groups. Whether you are new or not, you  
are invited to a Parish Group in your area this week. No qualifications, no homework,  
just come. We have a place set for you.

Parish Groups meet regularly to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city. Learn more and find a group 
meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life.


