
Sunday | October 28, 2018

LOVE REDEEMS
“Love is holy because it is like grace— 

the worthiness of its object  
is never really what matters.”

Marilyn Robinson





Called together for the renewal 
of all things through Jesus Christ.

Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

Добро пожаловать!

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.



As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal. Not only do we mark the seasons of the Christian 
year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors and 
textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

Sanctuary Decorations 

We are currently in the six-month period of Ordinary Time when we remember the story 
of God’s people as told throughout the Old and New Testaments. In Ordinary Time we 
are reminded that we are part of a great community of believers throughout time and 
history that has been called together to bear witness to God’s promises and presence 
in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus and his kingdom. The color of this season is green, 
representing the way God is at work sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms we 
experience year by year in his creation, and the way God is calling and empowering his 
Church to join in the work of renewing all things.
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GATHERING

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” Jeff Hummel 
  (Michael Praetorius)

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  “Redeemed, How I Love to Proclaim It!”

Redeemed, how I love to proclaim it! Redeemed by the blood of the Lamb; 
Redeemed through his infinite mercy, his child, and forever, I am.

Redeemed, redeemed, redeemed by the blood of the Lamb; 
Redeemed through his infinite mercy, his child, and forever, I am.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 71:5–8

Leader: For you have been our hope, Sovereign Lord,
People: Our confidence since our youth.
Leader: From birth, we have relied on you;
People: We will ever praise you.
Leader: Our mouths are filled with your praise,
Everyone: Declaring your splendor all day long.

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “I Sing the Mighty Power of God” (Music on page 6) 
  “What a Beautiful Name” (Music on page 7)
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I SING THE MIGHTY POWER OF GOD
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WHAT A BEAUTIFUL NAME
You were the Word at the beginning, one with God, the Lord Most High. 
Your hidden glory in creation, now revealed in you, our Christ.

What a beautiful name it is, what a beautiful name it is, 
The name of Jesus Christ, my King. 
What a beautiful name it is, nothing compares to this. 
What a beautiful name it is, the name of Jesus.

You were complete in all your glory; still, Jesus, you brought heaven down. 
Our sin was great; your love was greater. What could separate us now?

What a wonderful name it is, what a wonderful name it is, 
The name of Jesus Christ, my King. 
What a wonderful name it is, nothing compares to this. 
What a wonderful name it is, the name of Jesus.

Death could not hold you, the veil tore before you. 
You silence the boast of sin and grave. 
The heavens are roaring the praise of your glory, 
For you are raised to life again.

You have no rival, you have no equal. 
Now and forever God, you reign. 
Yours is the kingdom, yours is the glory, 
Yours is the Name above all names.

What a powerful name it is, what a powerful name it is, 
The name of Jesus Christ, my King. 
What a powerful name it is, nothing can stand against. 
What a powerful name it is, the name of Jesus.

Words and Music by Ben Fielding & Brooke Ligertwood 
© 2016 Hillsong Music Publishing; CCLI License # 706798
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CONFESSING 

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Everyone: Jesus Lord, in your mercy, 
by your holy life that heals us, 
by your holy death that saves us, 
by your Holy Spirit with us, 
come to cleanse these sinners that we are. 
Set us free to obey you; 
make us clear to stand before you; 
then, for your mercy, we will praise you.  
Amen.

Silent Confession

Song of Comfort and Assurance  “Jesus Paid It All”

For nothing good have I whereby thy grace to claim— 
I’ll wash my garments white in the blood of Calvary’s Lamb.

Jesus paid it all, all to him I owe. 
Sin had left a crimson stain; he washed it white as snow.

Sacrament of Baptism
11:15 a.m. service Noah Taylor

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you. 
And give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace forever. 

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple 
like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING

Our Offerings
Pray for Kip Hart and the InterVarsity Christian Fellowship at VCU as they seek to build 
a witnessing community of students and faculty who grow as followers of Jesus Christ, 
impacting the campus and the world. We are thankful for the Gideons handing out 
between 4,000 and 6,000 Bibles to the VCU students this weekend. Pray they will read 
these Bibles and this will result in people coming to Christ.

Offertory “The Same Love” (Music on page 10)

Doxology 
Please stand as we sing to the Lord.

† Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him,  
 all creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
 praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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THE SAME LOVE
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Ruth 4:1–12

1 Meanwhile Boaz went up to the town gate and sat down there just as the guardian-
redeemer he had mentioned came along. Boaz said, “Come over here, my friend, and sit 
down.” So he went over and sat down.

2 Boaz took ten of the elders of the town and said, “Sit here,” and they did so. 3 Then he 
said to the guardian-redeemer, “Naomi, who has come back from Moab, is selling the 
piece of land that belonged to our relative Elimelek. 4 I thought I should bring the matter 
to your attention and suggest that you buy it in the presence of these seated here and in 
the presence of the elders of my people. If you will redeem it, do so. But if you will not, tell 
me, so I will know. For no one has the right to do it except you, and I am next in line.”

“I will redeem it,” he said.

5 Then Boaz said, “On the day you buy the land from Naomi, you also acquire Ruth 
the Moabite, the dead man’s widow, in order to maintain the name of the dead with his 
property.”

6 At this, the guardian-redeemer said, “Then I cannot redeem it because I might endanger 
my own estate. You redeem it yourself. I cannot do it.”

7 (Now in earlier times in Israel, for the redemption and transfer of property to become 
final, one party took off his sandal and gave it to the other. This was the method of 
legalizing transactions in Israel.)

8 So the guardian-redeemer said to Boaz, “Buy it yourself.” And he removed his sandal.

9 Then Boaz announced to the elders and all the people, “Today you are witnesses that I 
have bought from Naomi all the property of Elimelek, Kilion and Mahlon. 10 I have also 
acquired Ruth the Moabite, Mahlon’s widow, as my wife, in order to maintain the name of 
the dead with his property, so that his name will not disappear from among his family or 
from his hometown. Today you are witnesses!”
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11 Then the elders and all the people at the gate said, “We are witnesses. May the Lord 
make the woman who is coming into your home like Rachel and Leah, who together built 
up the family of Israel. May you have standing in Ephrathah and be famous in Bethlehem. 
12 Through the offspring the Lord gives you by this young woman, may your family be like 
that of Perez, whom Tamar bore to Judah.”

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

PROCLAIMING



  Message: 
  “Love Redeems” 
  Derek Mondeau
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O LOVE THAT WILL NOT LET ME GO
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RESPONDING

We respond to God’s word.

† Song of Response “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go” (Music on page 15)

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Leader: Our Father, thank you that you redeem even the darkest sorrows.  
Grant us hope and courage as we trust your redeeming work for our lives 
and our world. Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: Lord Lord Jesus Christ, bring your kingdom to bear upon our lives, this city, 
and your world. May we all know your justice, peace, and daily provision. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: Spirit of God, help us in our weakness, and move us to pray as we ought. 
Renew us daily in the likeness of Christ. Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen.
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Diane Atkinson, Elva White, Strick Smith, Carolyn Oakley, Nancy Bonsack, Betty Cox, 
Dru Fitch, Kaye Phillips, Brad Bishop, Julie Walden, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison,  
Lou Hanscom 

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones
Patty Ramsey (husband, 10/25), Valerie Holland (brother, 10/8), Patrice Foster  
(mother, 10/4), Frank Flanary and Andrea Woie (mother, grandmother, 10/2),  
Stepha Phillips (mother, 9/22), Merle James (mother, 9/16), John White (nephew, 8/20), 
Tommy Roper (father, 8/18), Rich Hines (mother, 7/24), John and Fran Robertson  
(son, 7/16)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for public, non-profit, and religious social service work and ministries in 
metropolitan Richmond: for emergency shelters, women’s shelters, clinics, and feeding 
programs; for recreation programs, youth programs, juvenile counseling, and young 
people’s shelters.
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SENDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Song of Commission “Glory Be to the Father” #805 in the Hymnal

† Commission and Benediction  Psalm 44:21–26

Leader: The Lord does not slumber. God knows our hearts. He does not reject us. 
He does not hide his face. He will not forget our afflictions and oppressions. 
Even though our souls bow down to dust, still we cry out to him:

People: Rise up, O Lord! Come to our help!  
Redeem us for the sake of your steadfast love!

† Postlude “Cortege” Jeff Hummel 
 (11:15 service only) (Gordon Young)

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given by Sue and Rick Hendrickson in memory of her parents,  
Bill and Becky Slootweg. 
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REFLECTING

Week 8: Love Redeems | Ruth 4:1–12
As we study the book of Ruth together as a community this fall, you’ll benefit most by 
continuing to read and meditate on the scriptures throughout the week, either on your 
own or with others. Use this simple guide this week to guide your reading and reflection.

 READ

• Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart to God’s Word.

• Read the passage for the day slowly once or twice, even out loud! 

• Take a few minutes to try to understand the main themes of the passage.  
Pay special attention to the original context of the scripture.

• Ask: What does this passage tell you about God, humanity, or the world?

Monday: Genesis 3:14–24, Tuesday: Isaiah 44:6–28, Wednesday: Psalm 49, Thursday: 
Galatians 3:10–14, Friday: 1 Corinthians 6:12–20, Saturday: Revelation 5:6–14

heart REFLECT

• Focus on one theme, verse, or phrase that stood out to you during your reading. 

• Meditate on one or more of the following questions: Why is God showing me these 
particular things today? Does my life demonstrate that I am remembering and acting 
based upon this truth? What do I need to do or become in light of this?

• You might consider journaling on your reflections. 

Hand-Paper RESPOND

• Talk to God in response to what you heard from him. Praise him, confess to him,  
ask him for what you need based on your reflections.

• Consider one thing you will do today in response to what you learned. 

• Pause periodically for a few moments throughout the day to reflect on what you  
heard from God. 



21

NEWS & EVENTS

Makers Series: “Disciple” – November 9, 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
The Makers Series returns with an evening of visual, musical and spoken art devoted 
to exploring how not just skills, but also deep relationships and cultural continuity, are 
fostered by creative discipleship. Our guests include Cam Anderson, an artist and writer 
from Wisconsin; John Dau, a leader among the “Lost Boys of Sudan”; and Mari Black, a 
renowned fiddle champion. Read more: thirdrva.org/events.

Makers Series: House Concert (November 8) and  
Roundtable Conversation (November 10)
In addition to Makers Series on November 9, we are offering two other opportunities 
to engage with these artists that week. We’ll host an intimate house concert with 
accomplished violinist Mari Black on Thursday evening, November 8. Then on Saturday 
morning, November 10, we’ll have an engaging roundtable conversation with Cam 
Anderson, writer, artist and curator. Much more info on both of these events at:  
thirdrva.org/events.

Congregational Meeting – November 18, 12:30 p.m., Sanctuary
Join us for this important congregational meeting following the 11:15 a.m. service in 
the Sanctuary. We’ll vote on our incoming slate of officers for 2019 (deacons, trustees, 
shepherding elders, and governing elders) as well as hear an exciting update about our 
building and facility improvement plans.

Hymnal Update – Hymnals still need to be purchased!
Early in the summer we kicked off our hymnal drive to purchase new hymnals for our 
Sanctuary. We’ve already seen such an encouraging response but we’re still in need of a 
few more. We’re hoping to have the hymnals in place by the new year, and are looking 
for more hymnals to be donated. You can order one for your home as a worship guide as 
well! To learn more and donate, visit: thirdrva.org/hymnals.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Parish Group Leader Interest Meeting 
November 4, 1:00–2:00 p.m., Room 217
Have you wondered what being a Parish Group Leader is all about? The Parish Life team 
is hosting an informal info meeting on Sunday, November 4 so you can hear what it’s like 
to be a part of this leadership team straight from some of our current leaders. This is open 
for anyone who’s interested, and lunch is provided! RSVP: valerieh@thirdrva.org.

Love Provides. Love Risks. – Orphan Sunday is November 11
Want to learn how you or your family could follow the example of Boaz by protecting 
the vulnerable? Are you willing to take the necessary risks like Ruth in order to share 
God’s love? Come to a coffee in the Parlor hosted by Forgotten No More on Sunday, 
November 11 from 10:00–11:15 a.m. and hear one family’s journey to saying yes. Find 
out ways Forgotten No More is serving children, families, and social workers in the foster 
care system.

Book Launch Event: Amy Julia Becker’s White Picket Fences 
November 13, 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Join friend of Third, Amy Julia Becker, for this special evening celebrating her new book 
White Picket Fences, a gentle invitation into the challenging topic of privilege. This book 
invites us to respond to privilege with generosity, humility, and hope. It opens us to 
questions we are afraid to ask, so that we can walk further from fear and closer to love. 
The event is free, and is put on in partnership with CommonGoodRVA.

International Day of Prayer for the Persecuted Church: November 4, 2018
Next Sunday, November 4, please pray along with Christians in the underground church of 
North Korea on the International Day of Prayer (IDOP) for the persecuted church. Each year, 
for IDOP, Christians throughout the free world band together in solidarity with believers who 
live out their faith in the face of harassment, attacks, imprisonment and even death.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Our Sunday School classes meet each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
Here is a brief look at the classes — there is something for everyone! Full descriptions and 
teacher information can be found at: thirdrva.org/Sunday-discipleship.

Book of Acts Study
Room 213
The Reveal class continues our study of 
the book of Acts, exploring through UP, IN 
and OUT observations, and the missionary 
themes that Luke narrates.

Explore the Enneagram
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.
Join us for a journey of compassionate self-
discovery using the enneagram, an ancient 
personality typing tool. Learn with us about 
the nine different types, yourself, and your 
relationships as they are and also as God 
would have them to be.

Good News Class
Room 101
The Good News Class gathers for the 
purpose of renewing our minds through 
the study of God’s holy word. Our classes 
usually focus on expository teaching that is 
centered on understanding and applying 
God’s word for his glory and our growth as 
his people.

Women, the Bible, and the Church
Fellowship Hall
We’re digging deep and exploring the 
breadth of Scripture’s affirmation for all 
God’s people (women included!) in all 
dimensions of church ministry, in an effort 
to understand why Third Church and ECO 
have gender equality as one of their  
key values.

If you have any questions about our Sunday school classes, contact Derek Mondeau:  
derekm@thirdrva.org.
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents 
or Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

Student Ministry: Sunday Night Gatherings – 7:00–8:30 p.m.
Students in 7th–12th grade are welcome to join us on Sunday evenings in the Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) with questions.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, October 28
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Parish Core Leader training – Room 217 
12:00 p.m. Summer’s Best Two Weeks families gathering – Room 101 
7:00 p.m. Sunday night student gatherings – Fellowship Hall

Monday, October 29
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Collegiate Moms Bible study – Student Ministry Area

Tuesday, October 30
7:00 p.m. Deacons Meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Wednesday, October 31
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.  
6:45 p.m. Immigrant and refugee homework tutoring – Fellowship Hall 
6:45 p.m. Club 56 – Basement

Thursday, November 1
6:00 p.m. Healing Prayer Group – Student Ministry Area 
7:00 p.m. Guided Tour of the Bible – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice – Choir Room
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2018 BUDGET UPDATE

Year-to-date giving through September 
was $2,338,086, which is $147,296 or 
5.8% short of budgeted expectations. 
It is worth noting that our annual giving 
budget remains heavily dependent on 
November and December giving as, 
historically, close to 30% of our annual 
giving occurs during these two months. 
We faithfully rest in God’s grace and 
provision, and pray that the Holy Spirit 
will continue to stir our hearts with 
overflowing and joyful generosity to  
meet the commitments to which God has  
called us.

We give praise for God’s faithfulness and 
generosity and invite you to pray that 
our financial gifts will empower Third’s 
ministry and mission at Forest Avenue, in 
Richmond and around the world. Your 
gifts have Kingdom impact.

2018 Total Annual Budget 
$3,876,808 

September YTD Giving Budget 
$2,485,382

September YTD Giving Actual 
$2,338,086

(difference: $147,296)
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2018 STEWARDSHIP SEASON: A GENEROUS PORTION

We believe that through the local church, the gospel is proclaimed, community is formed, 
individuals grow and the kingdom is embodied and sent out into the world. 

To that end, every year we look at what it will cost us in the coming year to live as the 
particular local church God has called us to be. The staff, working with the members 
of the Budget and Stewardship Committee, have carefully projected our budget for the 
coming year. In support of this budget, we as a church body make pledges to help ensure 
our financial commitments, particularly to our many mission partners around the globe.

For 2019, we project our total budget will be $4,070,655, a 5% increase from 2018.

2019 BUDGET 

$4,070,655

48%

6%

17%PERSONNEL
COSTS

MISSIONS
FUNDING

MINISTRY 
BUDGETS

OPERATING 
COSTS

Budget Highlights:

• For the first time, we’re including our full mortgage payment for the 500 Forest  
Avenue building. 

• We’re also including increases for additional principal payments and replacement 
costs for aging HVAC systems.  

Our aim is to commit as many dollars for maintenance needs and debt reduction now, so 
that our larger facility improvements in the future will be less encumbered by debt, freeing 
us up to invest in good, new work.

On November 4, we’ll come together as a church to offer our pledged financial 
commitments to the Lord. In this act, we are entrusting this church to him, and asking him to 
use our gifts for his great purposes. 

30%
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WELCOME TO THIRD

We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to learn more about 
our community. To get started, you can visit our website (thirdrva.org) and sign up for 
our ministry emails (thirdrva.org/signup). You can also pick up a copy of Third Press, 
our monthly newsletter, from around the church.

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD

If you ever need help on a Sunday morning, look for individuals wearing yellow name 
badges. They can help answer questions, find seats, and guide you around our building. 
A Wiggle Room is available if you need to leave the service with your little one. You’ll 
be able to watch the service via streaming. The room is across the courtyard, through the 
doors and to the right.

WELCOME COFFEE

If you’re new to Third, join us for our next Welcome Coffee! This monthly gathering is a 
great opportunity to meet a few people, learn about Third’s vision, what we believe and 
how you can get involved. Our next Welcome Coffee will be Sunday, November 18 
at 10:00 a.m. in the Parlor.

JOIN A PARISH GROUP COMMUNITY

We desire everyone at Third to be known, cared for, and encouraged as a disciple  
of Christ, and we do this through our Parish Groups. Whether you are new or not, you  
are invited to a Parish Group in your area this week. No qualifications, no homework,  
just come. We have a place set for you.

Parish Groups meet regularly to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city. Learn more and find a group 
meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life.


