
Worldwide Communion Sunday | October 7, 2018

LOVE PROTECTS
“The victims of injustice in our world  

do not need our spasms of passion; they need  
our long obedience in the same direction— 

our legs and lungs of endurance. 
And we need sturdy stores of joy.”

Gary Haugen



Called together for the renewal 
of all things through Jesus Christ.

Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

добро пожаловать

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.



As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal. Not only do we mark the seasons of the Christian 
year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors and 
textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

Sanctuary Decorations 

Having spent a half year from Advent to Pentecost walking through the whole story of 
Jesus, we are currently in the six-month period of Ordinary Time when we remember the 
story of God’s people as told throughout the Old and New Testaments. In Ordinary Time 
we are reminded that we are part of a great community of believers throughout time and 
history that has been called together to bear witness to God’s promises and presence 
in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus and his kingdom. The color of this season is green, 
representing the way God is at work sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms we 
experience year by year in his creation, and the way God is calling and empowering his 
Church to join in the work of renewing all things.
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GATHERING

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “When in Our Music God Is Glorified” Jeff Hummel 
  Robert Hobby

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship “Let All Who Are Thirsty Come” (See music on page 5)

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 67

Leader: May the peoples praise you, God;

People: May all the peoples praise you.

Leader: May the nations be glad and sing for joy,

People: For you rule the peoples with equity  
and guide the nations of all the earth.

Leader: May the peoples praise you, God;

Everyone: May all the peoples praise you.

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “O for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” (See music on page 6) 
  “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” (See music on page 8)



5

LET ALL WHO ARE THIRSTY COME
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O FOR A THOUSAND TONGUES TO SING
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PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY
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CONFESSING 

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Leader: We praise you, Holy God, for your steadfast love 
given to us in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Hold us by your grace, even as we have sinned against it 
and marred our relationship with you and our neighbor. 
We repent of our sins and long for you to restore us.

People: In your great love come, cleanse, heal and help us, 
that we may live out our days 
to the praise of your grace 
and to the glory of your holy Name. 
Amen.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort  From Titus 3:4–8

Leader: When the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,  
he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done,  
but because of his mercy.

People: He saved us through the washing of rebirth  
and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out  
on all the nations generously through Jesus Christ our Savior.

Leader: So that, having been justified by his grace, 
we might become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

People: Thanks be to God!

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple 
like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING

Our Offerings
Pray for YoungLives, a branch of Young Life which reaches out with the gospel and 
Christ’s love to pregnant and parenting teen moms and their children.

Offertory “Pour Me Out” Worship Team / Choir

Make me a vessel of your peace. Where there is war, let fighting cease. 
All that divides us, come reconcile us. Make me a vessel of your peace.

Make me a vessel of your love. Where there is hatred, break it up. 
All creeds and colors, bind us together. Make me a vessel of your love.

Pour me out, pour me out, pour me out wherever I am, wherever I go.

Make me a vessel of your hope. Where dreams are dead, come wake them up. 
A new horizon, I feel it rising. Make me a vessel of your hope.

Like a rushing river, let mercy flow through my heart to the world.

Doxology 
Please stand as we sing to the Lord.

† Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him,  
 all creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
 praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Ruth 2:8–13

8 So Boaz said to Ruth, “My daughter, listen to me. Don’t go and glean in another field 
and don’t go away from here. Stay here with the women who work for me. 9 Watch the 
field where the men are harvesting, and follow along after the women. I have told the 
men not to lay a hand on you. And whenever you are thirsty, go and get a drink from the 
water jars the men have filled.”

10 At this, she bowed down with her face to the ground. She asked him, “Why have I 
found such favor in your eyes that you notice me—a foreigner?”

11 Boaz replied, “I’ve been told all about what you have done for your mother-in-
law since the death of your husband—how you left your father and mother and your 
homeland and came to live with a people you did not know before. 12 May the Lord 
repay you for what you have done. May you be richly rewarded by the Lord, the God of 
Israel, under whose wings you have come to take refuge.”

13 “May I continue to find favor in your eyes, my lord,” she said. “You have put me at ease 
by speaking kindly to your servant—though I do not have the standing of one of your 
servants.”

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

PROCLAIMING



  Message: 
  Love Protects 
  Corey Widmer
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RESPONDING

The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because 
the bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When 
we come forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the 
Holy Spirit, extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome anyone to the table who is willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this time to 
meditate on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by 
the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, 
please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the 
light and life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but 
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete 
acceptance. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and 
receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.
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RESPONDING

We respond to God’s word.

The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth;

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord: who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead and buried;  
the third day he rose from the dead; he ascended into heaven and sitteth at the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints,  
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Everyone: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
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Communion Song “A Shepherd’s Psalm” Choir  
(8:45 & 11:15 a.m. services)

The Lord is my Shepherd. I have all I need,  
For he makes me to lie down in pastures of green. 
He leads me beside the cool waters of grace,  
Restores me with promise and fills me with praise.

When my path takes me through the dark shadows of night,  
He walks close beside me and gives me his light. 
His rod and his staff are my constant and stay.   
His voice calls me home when I wander away.

My Lord spreads a table with truth and with love, 
And feeds me with manna from heaven above. 
In goodness and mercy I’ll dwell evermore, 
Embraced by pure joy in the house of the Lord.

The Lord is my Shepherd. I have all I need.

Communion Song “Bread of the World in Mercy Broken” Worship Team  
(All services)  See music on Page 16

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen.

RESPONDING
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BREAD OF THE WORLD IN MERCY BROKEN
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Muriel Kerr, Diane Atkinson, Elva White, Mary Hale, Strick Smith, Myra Thompson, 
Carolyn Oakley, Nancy Bonsack, Tom Morgan, Betty Cox, Dru Fitch, Kaye Phillips,  
Brad Bishop, Julie Walden, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones
Frank Flanary and Andrea Woie (mother, grandmother, 10/2), Stepha Phillips  
(mother, 9/22), Merle James (mother, 9/16), John White (nephew, 8/20), Tommy Roper 
(father, 8/18), Rich Hines (mother, 7/24), John and Fran Robertson (son, 7/16),  
Hope McGehee (7/16), Terry Jones and Julie Gibbs (father and grandfather, 7/14)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for public, non-profit, and religious social service work and ministries in 
metropolitan Richmond: for all in need of social services, all social service departments 
and caseworkers; for a partnership between the church and other institutions serving  
the needy.

Hurricane Florence Relief

Would you like to help those affected by Hurricane Florence? Third’s Mission Team  
plans to contribute to two agencies that our ECO presbytery has recommended.  
Join us by sending your gifts directly to: Hope Community Church in Wilmington  
(www.hopeforwilmington.com/florence), an ECO church plant that will address needs 
in the Wilmington area, and to World Renew (www.worldrenew.net/florence), an ECO 
partner agency which will provide broader relief.



19

THE SERVANT SONG
We are travelers on the journey, 
We are pilgrims on the road.  
We are here to help each other  
Walk the mile and bear the load.

I will hold the Christ light for you 
In the nighttime of your fear. 
I will hold my hand out to you, 
Speak the peace you long to hear.

Will you let me be your servant,  
Let me be as Christ to you. 
Pray that I might have the grace  
To let you be my servant too.

I will weep when you are weeping.  
When you laugh, I’ll laugh with you.  
I will share your joy and sorrow 
Till we’ve seen this journey through. 

When we sing to God in heaven,  
We shall find such harmony  
Born to all we’ve known together  
Of Christ’s love and agony.

We’ll sing praise with countless millions  
At our great Redeemer’s throne 
As we worship Christ together 
In our eternal home.
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SENDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Song of Commission “The Servant Song” (See music on previous page)

† Commission and Benediction  Micah 6:8

Leader: The Lord has shown us what is good and what he requires of us:
People: To do justice, and to love mercy,  

and to walk humbly with our God.

† Postlude “Toccata Giacosa” Jeff Hummel 
 (11:15 service only) Gilbert Martin

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given by Jack Schilthuis’ children in honor of his entrance into glory 
one year ago on October 4, 2017.
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REFLECTING

Week 4: Love Protects | Ruth 2:8–13
As we study the book of Ruth together as a community this fall, you’ll benefit most by 
continuing to read and meditate on the scriptures throughout the week, either on your 
own or with others. Use this simple guide this week to guide your reading and reflection.

 READ

• Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart to God’s Word.

• Read the passage for the day slowly once or twice, even out loud! 

• Take a few minutes to try to understand the main themes of the passage.  
Pay special attention to the original context of the scripture.

• Ask: What does this passage tell you about God, humanity, or the world?

Monday: Exodus 22:21–23:9, Tuesday: Psalm 10, Wednesday: Isaiah 58, 
Thursday: Luke 4:14–30, Friday: Matthew 25:31–46, Saturday: Micah 4:1–5

heart REFLECT

• Focus on one theme, verse, or phrase that stood out to you during your reading. 

• Meditate on one or more of the following questions: Why is God showing me these 
particular things today? Does my life demonstrate that I am remembering and acting 
based upon this truth? What do I need to do or become in light of this?

• You might consider journaling on your reflections. 

Hand-Paper RESPOND

• Talk to God in response to what you heard from him. Praise him, confess to him,  
ask him for what you need based on your reflections.

• Consider one thing you will do today in response to what you learned. 

• Pause periodically for a few moments throughout the day to reflect on what you  
heard from God. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Third Church and Christian Arabic Church Potluck 
Saturday, October 20, 5:00 p.m.
This dinner is a chance to meet and eat with our brothers and sisters from the Christian 
Arabic Church and deepen our relationships together. We’ll come together at their new 
church property (1701 Cardwell Road, Crozier) and celebrate this wonderful new space! 
No cost, but please let us know if you’re coming: thirdrva.org/events.

Hymnal Update – 161 hymnals still need to be purchased!
Earlier this summer we kicked off our hymnal drive to purchase new hymnals for our 
Sanctuary. We’re hoping to have the hymnals in place by the new year, and are still 
looking for 161 hymnals to be donated by the congregation. You can order one for your 
home as a worship guide as well. To learn more and donate, visit: thirdrva.org/hymnals.

Men’s Ministry Quarterly Dinner 
Tuesday, October 9, 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Join us for this great evening to connect with other men, enjoy a great meal, and be 
challenged to be all that God intends us to be as men. Kim Green, counselor with The 
Barnabas Center, will be with us to share about what women want their men to know.  
Our BBQ meal will be catered by The Backyard Grill! Sign up ($10): thirdrva.org/events.

Meet Our Mission Partner: Shadi Fateh 
Sunday, October 21, 12:15 p.m., Parlor
Shadi is the Director of Studies at Pars Theological Centre and a Visiting Fellow at the 
Kirby Laing Institute of Christian Ethics in Cambridge, England. Pars equips and mobilizes 
the Iranian church—the fastest growing church in the world! Come meet Shadi and hear 
more about the Pars ministry at our luncheon. No need to RSVP.
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NEWS & EVENTS

CARITAS: Help us host families without a home! October 13–20 
This week of service brings our whole church together as we care for and provide a 
place to stay for families without a home. Each night, we serve a meal where we have 
the opportunity to sit at the table together and share Christ’s love. There are many 
opportunities to serve for individuals, families, and parish groups. Find where you can 
serve: thirdrva.org/events. Questions? Contact Erin Holbrook: echolbrook@gmail.com.

Second Grade Bible Presentation 
Sunday, October 21, 5:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Each year, 2nd grade students and their families are invited to share a meal together and 
to hear a message on the importance of God’s word in their lives. We’ll also have the 
opportunity to worship together and each 2nd grade student will be presented with an 
inscribed Adventure Bible. Please RSVP to Tracie Meadows (traciem@thirdrva.org) no 
later than October 15!

The Ten O’Clock Choir – Starts October 14 at the 10:00 a.m. service
The Sanctuary Choir sings in the 8:45 and 11:15 services, and having their voices up 
front makes a big difference. So we are looking for enthusiastic singers to sit in the 
choir loft each week at the 10:00 a.m. service and sing with the worship team on all 
congregational singing. Even a few can make a big difference! Come when you can (no 
rehearsals!) and we’ll send links to the worship songs each week so you can be familiar 
with them. Let us know if you would like to join: contact John White (johnw@thirdrva.org).

Immigrant and refugee homework helpers still needed!
It’s not too late to help out!  Each week new students are showing up – so there continues 
to be a great need for regular tutors and subs. For more information, please contact Andi 
Redmond: andir@thirdrva.org.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Our Sunday School classes meet each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.
Here is a brief look at the classes — there is something for everyone! Full descriptions and 
teacher information can be found at: thirdrva.org/Sunday-discipleship.

Book of Acts Study
Room 213
The Reveal class continues our study of 
the book of Acts, exploring through UP, IN 
and OUT observations, and the missionary 
themes that Luke narrates.

Explore the Enneagram
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.
Join us for a journey of compassionate self-
discovery using the enneagram, an ancient 
personality typing tool. Learn with us about 
the nine different types, yourself, and your 
relationships as they are and also as God 
would have them to be.

Good News Class
Room 101
The Good News Class gathers for the 
purpose of renewing our minds through 
the study of God’s holy word. Our classes 
usually focus on expository teaching that is 
centered on understanding and applying 
God’s word for his glory and our growth as 
his people.

Women, the Bible, and the Church
Fellowship Hall
We’re digging deep and exploring the 
breadth of Scripture’s affirmation for all 
God’s people (women included!) in all 
dimensions of church ministry, in an effort 
to understand why Third Church and ECO 
have gender equality as one of their  
key values.

If you have any questions about our Sunday school classes, contact Derek Mondeau:  
derekm@thirdrva.org.
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents 
or Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

Student Ministry: Sunday Night Gatherings – 7:00–8:30 p.m.
Students in 7th–12th grade are welcome to join us on Sunday evenings in the Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) with questions.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, October 7
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Parish Core Leader training – Room 217 
12:30 p.m. Praying for Our Nation – Room 101 
7:00 p.m. Sunday night student gatherings – Fellowship Hall

Monday, October 8
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Collegiate Moms Bible study – Student Ministry Area

Tuesday, October 9
12:00 p.m. Helping Hands – Room 217 
6:00 p.m. Men’s Ministry Quarterly Dinner – Fellowship Hall

Wednesday, October 10
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.  
6:45 p.m. Club 56 – Basement 
6:45 p.m. Immigrant and refugee homework tutoring – Fellowship Hall

Thursday, October 11
10:00 a.m. Preschoolers play group – Playground 
7:00 p.m. Guided Tour of the Bible – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice – Choir Room

Friday, October 12
8:30 a.m. Europe Prayer and Care – Carolyn Oakley’s home (804-937-6564)

Saturday, October 13
8:30 a.m. CARITAS at Third Church
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WELCOME TO THIRD

We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to learn more about 
our community. To get started, you can visit our website (thirdrva.org) and sign up for 
our ministry emails (thirdrva.org/signup). You can also pick up a copy of Third Press, 
our monthly newsletter, from around the church.

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD

If you ever need help on a Sunday morning, look for individuals wearing yellow name 
badges. They can help answer questions, find seats, and guide you around our building. 
A Wiggle Room is available if you need to leave the service with your little one. You’ll 
be able to watch the service via streaming. The room is across the courtyard, through the 
doors and to the right.

WELCOME COFFEE

If you’re new to Third, join us for our next Welcome Coffee! This monthly gathering is a 
great opportunity to meet a few people, learn about Third’s vision, what we believe and 
how you can get involved. Our next Welcome Coffee will be Sunday, October 21 
at 11:15 a.m. in the Parlor.

JOIN A PARISH GROUP COMMUNITY

We desire everyone at Third to be known, cared for, and encouraged as a disciple  
of Christ, and we do this through our Parish Groups. Whether you are new or not, you  
are invited to a Parish Group in your area this week. No qualifications, no homework,  
just come. We have a place set for you.

Parish Groups meet regularly to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city. Learn more and find a group 
meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life.


