
Sunday | September 30, 2018

LOVE WORKS
“To love at all is to be vulnerable. Love anything and your heart will 

be wrung and possibly broken. If you want to make sure  
of keeping it intact you must give it to no one, not even an animal. 

Wrap it carefully round with hobbies and little luxuries; avoid 
all entanglements. Lock it up safe in the casket or coffin of your 

selfishness. But in that casket, safe, dark, motionless, airless,  
it will change. It will not be broken; it will become unbreakable, 

impenetrable, irredeemable. To love is to be vulnerable.”

C.S. Lewis



Called together for the renewal 
of all things through Jesus Christ.

Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

добро пожаловать

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.



As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal. Not only do we mark the seasons of the Christian 
year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors and 
textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

Sanctuary Decorations 

Having spent a half year from Advent to Pentecost walking through the whole story of 
Jesus, we are currently in the six-month period of Ordinary Time when we remember the 
story of God’s people as told throughout the Old and New Testaments. In Ordinary Time 
we are reminded that we are part of a great community of believers throughout time and 
history that has been called together to bear witness to God’s promises and presence 
in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus and his kingdom. The color of this season is green, 
representing the way God is at work sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms we 
experience year by year in his creation, and the way God is calling and empowering his 
Church to join in the work of renewing all things.
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GATHERING

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “When Morning Gilds the Skies” Jeff Hummel 
  Dale Wood

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Hebrews 4:16

Leader: Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence,
People: So that we may receive mercy and find grace  

to help us in our time of need.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 84

Leader: How lovely is your dwelling place,
People: O Lord of hosts!
Leader: My soul longs, indeed it faints for the courts of the Lord;
People: My heart and my flesh sing for joy to the living God.
Leader: Happy are those whose strength is in you,
People: In whose heart are the highways to Zion.
Leader: For a day in your courts is better than a thousand elsewhere.
People: O Lord of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in you!

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “Rejoice, the Lord Is King” #262 in the Hymnal 
  “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee” (See music on page 6)
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JOYFUL, JOYFUL, WE ADORE THEE
Joyful, joyful, we adore thee, God of glory, Lord of love;
Hearts unfold like flowers before thee, opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness; drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness, fill us with the light of day!

All thy works with joy surround thee, earth and heaven reflect thy rays,
Stars and angels sing around thee, center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain, flowery meadow, flashing sea,
Chanting bird and flowing fountain call us to rejoice in thee.

Thou art giving and forgiving, ever blessing, ever blessed,
Wellspring of the joy of living, ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother, all who live in love are thine;

Teach us how to love each other.
Teach us how to love each other.
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CONFESSING 

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Leader: Let us come with humble and repentant hearts to the Lord.

People: We all, like sheep, have gone astray.  
Each of us has turned to our own way;  
and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all.

Words of Comfort  From Psalm 103:11–13

Leader: For as high as the heavens are above the earth, 
so great is his love for those who fear him.

People: As far as the east is from the west, 
so far has he removed our transgressions from us.

Leader: As a father has compassion on his children, 
so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him.    

People: Thanks be to God!
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THANKSGIVING

Joining of New Covenant Partners and Covenant Renewal
8:45 a.m. John & Brennan Morrissett

10:00 a.m. Bryce & Lauren Auker, Greg & Paige Fischer, Lance Song & Emily Park,  
Jason & Katie Snook, William & Linnea Walker, Chad & Rebecca White

11:00 a.m. Karin Anderson, Ginny Bowie, Jenny Daniel, Marissa Lee, Sara Pomeroy

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple 
like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”

Our Offerings
Pray for Sarah Hale and Urban Hope as they seek to strengthen the inner city of 
Richmond through encouraging financial stability, assisting people in home ownership, 
and locating affordable rental property.

Offertory “By Our Love” Worship Team 
(10:00 a.m. service)

Brothers, let us come together, walking in the Spirit; there’s much to be done.
We will come reaching out from our comforts, and they will know us by our love.

Sisters, we were made for kindness; we can pierce the darkness as he shines through us.
We will come reaching with a song of healing, and they will know us by our love.

The time is now; come, Church, arise.
Love with his hands, see with his eyes.
Bind it around you, let it never leave you,
And they will know us by our love.

Children, you are hope for justice; stand firm in the truth now, set your hearts above.
You will be reaching long after we’re gone, and they will know you by your love.

Words and Music by Christy Nockels 
© 2009 sixsteps Music; CCLI License # 706798



8

THANKSGIVING

Offertory “The Solid Rock” Choir 
(8:45 and 11:15 services) 

The Lord is my Rock and my Redeemer.  I will glorify his name! 
The Lord is the Rock of my salvation.   
He is worthy, he is worthy, he is worthy to be praised!

My hope is built on nothing less than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name. 
On Christ the solid Rock I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils his lovely face, I rest on his unchanging grace; 
In ev’ry high and stormy gale my anchor holds within the veil. 
On Christ the solid Rock I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand.

When he shall come with trumpet sound, O may I then in him be found, 
Dressed in his righteousness alone, faultless to stand before the throne. 
On Christ the solid Rock I stand; all other ground is sinking sand, 
All other ground is sinking sand.

The Lord is the Rock of my salvation. 
He is worthy, he is worthy, he is worthy to be praised!

Doxology 
Please stand as we sing to the Lord.

† Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him,  
 all creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
 praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Ruth 2:1–7

1 Now Naomi had a relative on her husband’s side, a man of standing from the clan  
of Elimelek, whose name was Boaz.

2 And Ruth the Moabite said to Naomi, “Let me go to the fields and pick up the leftover 
grain behind anyone in whose eyes I find favor.”

Naomi said to her, “Go ahead, my daughter.” 3 So she went out, entered a field and 
began to glean behind the harvesters. As it turned out, she was working in a field 
belonging to Boaz, who was from the clan of Elimelek.

4 Just then Boaz arrived from Bethlehem and greeted the harvesters, “The Lord be with you!”

“The Lord bless you!” they answered.

5 Boaz asked the overseer of his harvesters, “Who does that young woman belong to?”

6 The overseer replied, “She is the Moabite who came back from Moab with Naomi.  
7 She said, ‘Please let me glean and gather among the sheaves behind the harvesters.’ 
She came into the field and has remained here from morning till now, except for a short 
rest in the shelter.”

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

PROCLAIMING



  Message: 
  Love Works 
  Derek Mondeau
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THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS
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SENDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Song of Response and Commission “They’ll Know We Are Christians” 
   (See music on previous page)

† Benediction  Philippians 2:5–8

Leader: In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ 
Jesus: who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God 
something to be used to his own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing 
by taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. And 
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself by becoming 
obedient to death—even death on a cross!

People: Thanks be to God.

† Postlude “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven” Jeff Hummel 
 (11:15 service only) Raymond Haan

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of Sarah Hale and Urban Hope as they seek to 
strengthen the inner city of Richmond through encouraging financial stability, assisting 
people in home ownership, and locating affordable rental property.
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Diane Atkinson, Elva White, Mary Hale, Strick Smith, Myra Thompson, Carolyn Oakley, 
Nancy Bonsack, Tom Morgan, Betty Cox, Dru Fitch, Kaye Phillips, Brad Bishop,  
Julie Walden, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones
Stepha Phillips (mother, 9/22), Merle James (mother, 9/16), John White (nephew, 8/20), 
Tommy Roper (father, 8/18), Rich Hines (mother, 7/24), John and Fran Robertson  
(son, 07/16), Hope McGehee (7/16), Terry Jones and Julie Gibbs  
(father and grandfather, 7/14)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for schools and educational institutions of metropolitan Richmond: for curriculum 
that is grounded in truth and meaning; for space to nourish the creative seed in both 
teachers and students.

Hurricane Florence Relief

Would you like to help those affected by Hurricane Florence? Third’s Mission Team  
plans to contribute to two agencies that our ECO presbytery has recommended.  
Join us by sending your gifts directly to: Hope Community Church in Wilmington  
(www.hopeforwilmington.com/florence), an ECO church plant that will address needs 
in the Wilmington area, and to World Renew (www.worldrenew.net/florence), an ECO 
partner agency which will provide broader relief.
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REFLECTING

Week 4: Love Works | Ruth 2:1–7
As we study the book of Ruth together as a community this fall, you’ll benefit most by 
continuing to read and meditate on the scriptures throughout the week, either on your 
own or with others. Use this simple guide this week to guide your reading and reflection.

 READ

• Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart to God’s Word.

• Read the passage for the day slowly once or twice, even out loud! 

• Take a few minutes to try to understand the main themes of the passage.  
Pay special attention to the original context of the scripture.

• Ask: What does this passage tell you about God, humanity, or the world?

Monday: Hosea 11:1–11, Tuesday: Luke 9:21–27, Wednesday: John 13:1–17,  
Thursday: Philippians 2:1–18, Friday: Hebrews 12:4–13, Saturday: 1 John 4:7–21

heart REFLECT

• Focus on one theme, verse, or phrase that stood out to you during your reading. 

• Meditate on one or more of the following questions: Why is God showing me these 
particular things today? Does my life demonstrate that I am remembering and acting 
based upon this truth? What do I need to do or become in light of this?

• You might consider journaling on your reflections. 

Hand-Paper RESPOND

• Talk to God in response to what you heard from him. Praise him, confess to him,  
ask him for what you need based on your reflections.

• Consider one thing you will do today in response to what you learned. 

• Pause periodically for a few moments throughout the day to reflect on what you  
heard from God. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Third Church and Christian Arabic Church Potluck –  
Saturday, October 20, 5:00 p.m.
This dinner is a chance to meet and eat with our brothers and sisters from the Christian 
Arabic Church and deepen our relationships together. We’ll come together at their new 
church property (1701 Cardwell Road, Crozier) and celebrate this wonderful new space! 
No cost, but please let us know if you’re coming: thirdrva.org/events.

Today! Shiloh Ministry Brunch — Sunday, September 30, 11:15 a.m. 
Shiloh is a ministry support group for those who are going through infertility or 
miscarriage. No agenda, just good food and a chance to share and pray together.  
We’d love you to join us at the kitchen of the office building (500 Forest Avenue)  
after the 10:00 service. Just come!

Men’s Ministry Quarterly Dinner –  
Tuesday, October 9, 6:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
Join us for this great evening to connect with other men, enjoy a great meal, and be 
challenged to be all that God intends us to be as men. Kim Green, counselor with the 
Barnabas Center, will be with us to share about what women want their men to know.  
Our BBQ meal will be catered by The Backyard Grill! Sign up ($10): thirdrva.org/events.

CARITAS: Help us host families without a home! October 13–20 
This week of service brings our whole church together as we care for and provide a 
place to stay for families without a home. Each night, we serve a meal where we have 
the opportunity to sit at the table together and share Christ’s love. There are many 
opportunities to serve for individuals, families, and parish groups. Find where you can 
serve: thirdrva.org/events. Questions? Contact Erin Holbrook: echolbrook@gmail.com.

Young Adult Happy Hour – Friday, October 5, 6:30 p.m., 4711 Wythe Ave
Join us for this time to get together and enjoy each other’s company. No agenda, just 
fun people having fun conversations. There will be some appetizers, desserts, and snack 
foods. Feel free to BYOB. Questions? Contact Tim Latham: timl@thirdrva.org.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Charles Teixeira’s Ordination Service –  
Saturday, October 6, 2:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Join us for the ordination service of our 2017-2018 pastoral intern, Charles Teixeira, as he 
is ordained as a minister in the ECO. The service is open to anyone and will be followed 
by a reception in the Fellowship Hall. This is also an opportunity to send off the Teixeira 
family, since they will be moving to Texas in October.

Second Grade Bible Presentation –  
Sunday, October 21, 5:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Each year, 2nd grade students and their families are invited to share a meal together and 
to hear a message on the importance of God’s word in their lives. We’ll also have the 
opportunity to worship together and each 2nd grade student will be presented with an 
inscribed Adventure Bible. Please RSVP to Tracie Meadows (traciem@thirdrva.org) no 
later than October 15!

Meet Our Mission Partner: Steve Quakenbush –  
Tuesday, October 2, 7:00 p.m., Multipurpose Room
Steve and Janice Quakenbush are part of an international team with Wycliffe Bible 
Translators that provides knowledge and expert services to help communities gain access 
to the Scriptures in the languages and media that speak to their hearts. Meet Steve and 
hear more about his ministry! All are welcome.

The Ten O’Clock Choir – Starts October 14 at the 10:00 a.m. service! 
The Sanctuary Choir sings in the 8:45 and 11:15 services, and having their voices up 
front makes a big difference. So, we are looking for enthusiastic singers to sit in the 
choir loft each week at the 10:00 a.m. service and sing with the worship team on all 
congregational singing. Even a few can make a big difference! Come when you can (no 
rehearsals!) and we’ll send links to the worship songs each week so you can be familiar 
with them. Let us know if you would like to join: contact John White (johnw@thirdrva.org).
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Our Sunday School classes meet each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.!
We couldn’t be more excited about these class offerings and we think there is something 
for everyone. Here is a brief look at the classes. Full descriptions and teacher information 
can be found at: thirdrva.org/Sunday-discipleship.

Book of Acts Study
Room 213
The Reveal class continues our study of 
the book of Acts, exploring through UP, IN 
and OUT observations, and the missionary 
themes that Luke narrates.

Explore the Enneagram
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.
Join us for a journey of compassionate self-
discovery, using the enneagram, an ancient 
personality typing tool. Learn with us about 
the nine different types, yourself, and your 
relationships as they are and also as God 
would have them to be.

Good News Class
Room 101
The Good News Class gathers for the 
purpose of renewing our minds through 
the study of God’s holy word. Our classes 
usually focus on expository teaching that is 
centered on understanding and applying 
God’s word for his glory and our growth as 
his people.

Women, the Bible, and the Church
Fellowship Hall
We’re digging deep and exploring the 
breadth of Scripture’s affirmation for all 
God’s people (women included!) in all 
dimensions of church ministry, in an effort 
to understand why Third Church and ECO 
have gender equality as one of their  
key values.

If you have any questions about our Sunday school classes, contact Derek Mondeau:  
derekm@thirdrva.org.
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents 
or Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

Student Ministry: Sunday Night Gatherings – 7:00–8:30 p.m.
Students in 7th–12th grade are welcome to join us on Sunday evenings in the Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) with questions.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, September 30
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Parish Core Leader training – Room 217 
11:00 a.m. Shiloh Ministry brunch – Kitchen, 500 Forest Ave. 
7:00 p.m. Sunday Night Student Gatherings – Fellowship Hall

Monday, October 1
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Collegiate Moms Bible Study – Student Ministry Area

Tuesday, October 2
12:00 p.m. Volunteer Appreciation Lunch 
7:00 p.m. Mission Partner presentation by Steve Quakenbush –  
 Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave. 
7:00 p.m. Muslim World Prayer Group – Laurie Chalifoux’ home (740-1199)

Wednesday, October 3
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.  
6:45 p.m. Club 56 – Basement 
6:45 p.m. Immigrant and refugee homework tutoring – Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Officer Training – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Thursday, October 4
6:00 p.m. Healing Prayer Group – Student Ministry area 
7:00 p.m. Guided Tour of the Bible – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Team rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir practice – Choir Room

Friday, October 5
6:00 p.m. Student Ministry Confirmation Retreat – Fellowship Hall

Saturday, October 6
8:00 a.m. Student Ministry Confirmation Retreat – Fellowship Hall 
2:00 p.m. Charles Teixeira’s Ordination Service – Fellowship Hall
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WELCOME TO THIRD

We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to learn more about 
our community. To get started, you can visit our website (thirdrva.org) and sign up for 
our ministry emails (thirdrva.org/signup). You can also pick up a copy of Third Press, 
our monthly newsletter, from around the church.

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD

If you ever need help on a Sunday morning, look for individuals wearing yellow name 
badges. They can help answer questions, find seats, and guide you around our building.

A Wiggle Room is available if you need to leave the service with your little one. You’ll 
be able to watch the service via streaming. The room is across the courtyard, through the 
doors and to the right.

JOIN A PARISH GROUP COMMUNITY

We desire everyone at Third to be known, cared for, and encouraged as a disciple  
of Christ, and we do this through our Parish Groups. Whether you are new or not, you  
are invited to a Parish Group in your area this week. No qualifications, no homework,  
just come. We have a place set for you.

Parish Groups meet regularly to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city. Learn more and find a group 
meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life.


