
Sunday | September 23, 2018

LOVE COMMITS
“Without being bound to the fulfillment of our promises, 

we would never be able to keep our identities; we 
would be condemned to wander helplessly and without 
direction in the darkness of each person’s lonely heart, 

caught in its contradictions and equivocalities.”

Hannah Arendt





Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Called together for the renewal 
of all things through Jesus Christ.



As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal. Not only do we mark the seasons of the Christian 
year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors and 
textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

Sanctuary Decorations 

Having spent a half year from Advent to Pentecost walking through the whole story of 
Jesus, we are currently in the six-month period of Ordinary Time when we remember the 
story of God’s people as told throughout the Old and New Testaments. In Ordinary Time 
we are reminded that we are part of a great community of believers throughout time and 
history that has been called together to bear witness to God’s promises and presence 
in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus and his kingdom. The color of this season is green, 
representing the way God is at work sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms we 
experience year by year in his creation, and the way God is calling and empowering his 
Church to join in the work of renewing all things.
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GATHERING

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “Trumpet Processional in G Major” Jeff Hummel 
  David German

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Psalm 46:10

Leader: Be still, and know that I am God. 
I will be exalted among the nations, 
I will be exalted in the earth.

People: Amen.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Ephesians 1:3–6

Leader 1: Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us 
in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places!

Leader 2: Alabado sea Dios, Padre de nuestro Señor Jesucristo, que nos ha bendecido 
en las regiones celestiales con toda bendición espiritual en Cristo.

Leader 1: In love he chose us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, 
according to the purpose of his will!

Leader 2: En amor nos predestinó para adopción como hijos para sí mediante 
Jesucristo, conforme al beneplácito de su voluntad.

Everyone: All this is to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely 
given us in the One he loves!

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” #43 in the Hymnal 
  “Your Kingdom Knows No End” (See music on page 6)
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YOUR KINGDOM KNOWS NO END
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CONFESSING 

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Everyone: Jesus Lord, in your mercy, 
by your holy life that heals us, 
by your holy death that saves us, 
by your Holy Spirit with us, 
come to cleanse these sinners that we are. 
Set us free to obey you; 
make us clear to stand before you; 
then, for your mercy, we will praise you.  
Amen.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort

Leader: Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn?

Everyone: Only Christ.

Leader: And Christ died for us, Christ rose for us,  
Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.  
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.  
The old life has gone; the new life has begun! 
Know that you are forgiven, and be at peace.

Everyone: Thanks be to God!

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple 
like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING

Our Offerings
Pray for Eric and Brittany (Newell) Lipscomb working on the campus of Columbia 
University, NY, gathering a community to know and grow to maturity in relationship with 
Jesus Christ, that Christ might influence every area of life.

Offertory “Sometimes a Light Surprises” Choir 
(8:45 and 11:15 services) (Craig Courtney)

Sometimes a light surprises the Christian while she sings;
It is the Lord who rises with healing in his wings:
When comforts are declining, he grants the soul again
A season of clear shining, to cheer it after rain.

In holy contemplation we sweetly then pursue
The theme of God’s salvation, and find it ever new;
Set free from present sorrow, we cheerfully can say
Let the unknown tomorrow bring with it what it may.

It can bring with it nothing but he will bear us through;
Who gives the lilies clothing will clothe his people too.
Beneath the spreading heavens no creature but is fed;
And he who feeds the ravens will give his children bread.

Though vine nor fig tree neither their wonted fruit should bear,
Though all the fields should wither, nor flocks nor herds be there;
Yet God the same abiding, his praise shall tune my voice,
For while in him confiding, I cannot but rejoice.
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THANKSGIVING

Offertory “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go” Worship Team 
(10:00 a.m. service)

O Love that will not let me go, I rest my weary soul in thee;  
I give thee back the life I owe, that in thine ocean depths its flow  
May richer, fuller be.

You will not let me go, so I will trust in thee; 
You won’t let me go, so I will rest. 
You won’t let me go, so I will trust in thee; 
O I will rest in thee.

O Light that followest all my way, I yield my flickering torch to thee;  
My heart restores its borrowed ray, that in thy sunshine’s blaze its day  
May brighter, fairer be.

O Joy that seekest me through pain, I cannot close my heart to thee;  
I trace the rainbow through the rain, and feel the promise is not vain 
That morn shall tearless be.

O Cross that liftest up my head, I dare not ask to fly from thee;  
I lay in dust life’s glory dead, and from the ground there blossoms red  
Life that shall endless be.

Doxology 
Please stand as we sing to the Lord.

† Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him,  
 all creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
 praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Ruth 1:15–22

14 At this they wept aloud again. Then Orpah kissed her mother-in-law goodbye, but  
Ruth clung to her.

15 “Look,” said Naomi, “your sister-in-law is going back to her people and her gods.  
Go back with her.”

16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go  
I will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my 
God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, 
be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.” 18 When Naomi realized that 
Ruth was determined to go with her, she stopped urging her.

19 So the two women went on until they came to Bethlehem. When they arrived in 
Bethlehem, the whole town was stirred because of them, and the women exclaimed,  
“Can this be Naomi?”

20 “Don’t call me Naomi,” she told them. “Call me Mara, because the Almighty has made 
my life very bitter. 21 I went away full, but the Lord has brought me back empty. Why call 
me Naomi? The Lord has afflicted me; the Almighty has brought misfortune upon me.”

22 So Naomi returned from Moab accompanied by Ruth the Moabite, her daughter- 
in-law, arriving in Bethlehem as the barley harvest was beginning.

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!

PROCLAIMING



  Message: 
  Love Commits 
  Corey Widmer
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I have unanswered prayers. 
I have trouble I wish wasn’t there. 
And I have asked a thousand ways 
That you would take my pain away.

I am trying to understand 
How to walk this weary land. 
Make straight the paths that crooked lie, 
Oh Lord, before these feet of mine.

YOUR HANDS

When you walked upon the earth 
You healed the broken, lost and hurt. 
I know you hate to see me cry. 
One day you will set all things right.

Your hands that shaped the world 
Are holding me, they hold me still.
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RESPONDING

We respond to God’s word.

† Song of Response “Your Hands” (See words on previous page)

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Leader: Holy God, you are the covenant making, covenant keeping God. By the 
power of your own promise to us, sealed through the death and resurrection 
of Jesus Christ, grant us power to keep the promises we have made, that we 
might hold firm and fast for others.

 Lord in your mercy, 
People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Lord over all schools and educational 

institutions. Grant healthy relationships between parents, teachers and 
students; cooperation between superintendents and administrators,  
and grace upon every child in our metro region.

 Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Spirit of God, you bring order into chaos. Comfort all those afflicted by the 

recent storms and who have felt the deep pain of loss. Protect those who are 
still vulnerable, empower those who are rebuilding, and grant your church 
the compassion and generosity to be a sign of hope.

 Lord, in your mercy,
People: Hear our prayer.

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen.
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Elva White, Mary Hale, Strick Smith, Myra Thompson, Carolyn Oakley, Nancy Bonsack,  
Tom Morgan, Betty Cox, Dru Fitch, Kaye Phillips, Brad Bishop, Julie Walden,  
Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones
Merle James (mother, 9/16), John White (nephew, 8/20), Tommy Roper (father, 8/18), 
Rich Hines (mother, 7/24), John and Fran Robertson (son, 07/16), Hope McGehee 
(7/16), Terry Jones and Julie Gibbs (father and grandfather, 7/14)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for schools and educational institutions of metropolitan Richmond: for healthy 
relationships between parents, teachers, and students; for cooperation between 
superintendents and administrators of public and private schools throughout this 
metropolitan city.

Hurricane Florence Relief

Would you like to help those affected by Hurricane Florence? Third’s Mission Team  
plans to contribute to two agencies that our ECO presbytery has recommended.  
Join us by sending your gifts directly to: Hope Community Church in Wilmington  
(www.hopeforwilmington.com/florence), an ECO church plant that will address needs 
in the Wilmington area, and to World Renew (www.worldrenew.net/florence), an ECO 
partner agency which will provide broader relief.
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PSALM 126



17

SENDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Song of Commission “Psalm 126” (See music on previous page)

† Commission and Benediction  From 1 John 4:9–12

Leader: This is how God showed his love among us: he sent his one and only Son 
into the world that we might live through him. This is love: not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our 
sins. Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

People: No one has ever seen God; but if we love one another,  
God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.

† Postlude “Let All Together Praise Our God” Jeff Hummel 
 (11:15 service only) J. S. Bach

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given by B.J. Saunders in loving memory of Barry Saunders.

Today we celebrate the birth of Sheppard McCain “Shep” Earley, born on 
September 16 to Lauren and Justin Earley.

Today we celebrate the birth of Katherine Ann Guggenheim, born on September 19 
to Beth and Andy Guggenheim.
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REFLECTING

Week 3: Love Commits | Ruth 1:15–22
As we study the book of Ruth together as a community this fall, you’ll benefit most by 
continuing to read and meditate on the scriptures throughout the week, either on your 
own or with others. Use this simple guide this week to guide your reading and reflection.

 READ

• Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart to God’s Word.

• Read the passage for the day slowly once or twice, even out loud! 

• Take a few minutes to try to understand the main themes of the passage.  
Pay special attention to the original context of the scripture.

• Ask: What does this passage tell you about God, humanity, or the world?

Monday: Genesis 12:1–9, Tuesday: Deuteronomy 7:1–11, Wednesday: Psalm 145, 
Thursday: John 14:15–31, Friday: Colossians 3:12–17, Saturday: 1 John 4:7–21

heart REFLECT

• Focus on one theme, verse, or phrase that stood out to you during your reading. 

• Meditate on one or more of the following questions: Why is God showing me these 
particular things today? Does my life demonstrate that I am remembering and acting 
based upon this truth? What do I need to do or become in light of this?

• You might consider journaling on your reflections. 

Hand-Paper RESPOND

• Talk to God in response to what you heard from him. Praise him, confess to him,  
ask him for what you need based on your reflections.

• Consider one thing you will do today in response to what you learned. 

• Pause periodically for a few moments throughout the day to reflect on what you  
heard from God. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

CARITAS: Help us host families without a home! October 13–20 
This week of service brings our whole church together as we care for and provide a 
place to stay for families without a home. Each night, we serve a meal where we have 
the opportunity to sit at the table together and share Christ’s love. There are many 
opportunities to serve for individuals, families, and parish groups. Find where you can 
serve: thirdrva.org/events. Questions? Contact Erin Holbrook: echolbrook@gmail.com.

NACR Conference: Thriving in a Wounded World – 
September 28–29, Fellowship Hall 
Are you struggling to thrive in a wounded world? The National Association for Christian 
Recovery is hosting its annual conference at Third and is inviting you to come to a safe 
place to find not just compassion but information, resources, and peer support that 
address issues related to our emotional, physical and spiritual well-being. More info and 
registration: thirdrva.org/events.

Charles Teixeira’s Ordination Service – 
Saturday, October 6, 2:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Join us for the ordination service of our 2017-2018 pastoral intern, Charles Teixeira, as 
he is ordained as a minister in the ECO (Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians). 
The service is open to anyone and will be followed by a reception in the Fellowship Hall. 
This is also an opportunity to send off the Teixeira family, since Charles has accepted a 
position as the Associate Pastor of Congregational Care at the First Presbyterian Church 
of Midland (Texas) and will begin mid-October.

Shiloh Ministry Brunch — Sunday, September 30, 11:15 a.m. 
Shiloh is a ministry support group for those who are going through infertility or 
miscarriage. No agenda, just good food and a chance to share and pray together.  
We’d love you to join us at the kitchen of the office building (500 Forest Avenue) after the 
10:00 service. No RSVP necessary, just come. Questions? Contact Kathy White:  
kathyw@thirdrva.org. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

Today! Meet Some Mission Partners: Together for Tanzania –  
In Between Services and at the Good News Class
Come and meet several men from Together for Tanzania in between each worship 
service. They’ll be in the courtyard outside of the Sanctuary. They’ll also share captivating 
and inspirational stories about their personal lives, and the challenges and stories of the 
impact of Together for Tanzania in the Good News Sunday school class at 10:00 a.m. in 
Room 101. Join us!

Meet Our Mission Partner: Steve Quakenbush –  
Tuesday, October 2, 7:00 p.m., Multipurpose Room
Steve and Janice Quakenbush are part of an international team with Wycliffe Bible 
Translators that provides knowledge and expert services to help communities gain access 
to the Scriptures in the languages and media that speak to their hearts. Meet Steve and 
hear more about his ministry! All are welcome.

The Ten O’Clock Choir – Starts October 14 at the 10:00 a.m. service! 
We’re looking for joyful singers to help direct our congregational singing in the 10 a.m. 
service each week. The Sanctuary Choir sings in the 8:45 and 11:15 services, and having 
their voices up front makes a big difference. So we are looking for enthusiastic singers to 
sit in the choir loft each week at the 10 a.m. service. You may love to sing but your busy 
schedule may not allow for weekly rehearsals. The Ten O’Clock Choir will sing with the 
worship team from the choir loft on all the congregational singing. The more the better, 
but even a few can make a big difference. Come when you’re available (no rehearsals!) 
and we’ll send links to the worship songs each week so you can be familiar with them. If 
you would like to serve in this way, contact John White (johnw@thirdrva.org).

Second Grade Bible Presentation –  
Sunday, October 21, 5:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Each year, 2nd grade students and their families are invited to share a meal together and 
to hear a message on the importance of God’s word in their lives. We’ll also have the 
opportunity to worship together and each 2nd grade student will be presented with an 
inscribed Adventure Bible. Please RSVP to Tracie Meadows (traciem@thirdrva.org) no 
later than October 15!
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Our Sunday School classes meet each Sunday at 10:00 a.m.!
We couldn’t be more excited about these class offerings and we think there is something 
for everyone. Here is a brief look at the classes. Full descriptions and teacher information 
can be found at: thirdrva.org/Sunday-discipleship.

Book of Acts Study
Room 213
The Reveal class continues our study of 
the book of Acts, exploring through UP, IN 
and OUT observations, and the missionary 
themes that Luke narrates.

Explore the Enneagram
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.
Join us for a journey of compassionate self-
discovery, using the enneagram, an ancient 
personality typing tool. Learn with us about 
the nine different types, yourself, and your 
relationships as they are and also as God 
would have them to be.

Good News Class
Room 101
The Good News Class gathers for the 
purpose of renewing our minds through 
the study of God’s holy word. Our classes 
usually focus on expository teaching that is 
centered on understanding and applying 
God’s word for his glory and our growth as 
his people.

Women, the Bible, and the Church
Fellowship Hall
We’re digging deep and exploring the 
breadth of Scripture’s affirmation for all 
God’s people (women included!) in all 
dimensions of church ministry, in an effort 
to understand why Third Church and ECO 
have gender equality as one of their  
key values.

If you have any questions about our Sunday school classes, contact Derek Mondeau:  
derekm@thirdrva.org.
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents 
or Sunday school: 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

Student Ministry: Sunday Night Gatherings – 7:00–8:30 p.m.
Students in 7th–12th grade are welcome to join us on Sunday evenings in the Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) with questions.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, September 23
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Parish Core Leader Training – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Sunday Night Student Gatherings – Fellowship Hall

Monday, September 24
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Collegiate Moms Bible Study – Student Ministry Area

Tuesday, September 25
6:00 p.m. Session Dinner and Meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Wednesday, September 26
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.  
6:45 p.m. Club56 – Basement 
6:45 p.m. Immigrant and Refugee Homework Tutoring – Fellowship Hall

Thursday, September 27
7:00 p.m. Guided Tour of the Bible – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Team Rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice – Choir Room

Friday, September 28
7:00 p.m. NACR Conference: Thriving in a Wounded World – Fellowship Hall

Saturday, September 29
8:00 a.m. NACR Conference: Thriving in a Wounded World – Fellowship Hall 
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WELCOME TO THIRD

We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to learn more about 
our community. To get started, you can visit our website (thirdrva.org) and sign up for 
our ministry emails (thirdrva.org/signup). You can also pick up a copy of Third Press, 
our monthly newsletter, from around the church.

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD

If you ever need help on a Sunday morning, look for individuals wearing yellow name 
badges. They can help answer questions, find seats, and guide you around our building.

A Wiggle Room is available if you need to leave the service with your little one. You’ll 
be able to watch the service via streaming. The room is across the courtyard, through the 
doors and to the right.

JOIN A PARISH GROUP COMMUNITY

We desire everyone at Third to be known, cared for, and encouraged as a disciple  
of Christ, and we do this through our Parish Groups. Whether you are new or not, you  
are invited to a Parish Group in your area this week. No qualifications, no homework,  
just come. We have a place set for you.

Parish Groups meet weekly to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city. Learn more and find a group 
meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life.


