
Kick-Off Sunday | September 9, 2018

LOVE WITHOUT LIMITS
“The book of Ruth is an ideal narrative for the post-Christian world, 
where breaking covenants—not enduring in love—is the new norm. 

Ruth offers a template for love that understands both the  
craziness of our modern world and a way forward. Ruth is all  

about surviving and even thriving in a collapsing world.”

Paul E. Miller



Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Called together for the renewal 
of all things through Jesus Christ.



As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal. Not only do we mark the seasons of the Christian 
year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors and 
textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

Sanctuary Decorations 

Having spent a half year from Advent to Pentecost walking through the whole story of 
Jesus, we are currently in the six-month period of Ordinary Time when we remember the 
story of God’s people as told throughout the Old and New Testaments. In Ordinary Time 
we are reminded that we are part of a great community of believers throughout time and 
history that has been called together to bear witness to God’s promises and presence 
in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus and his kingdom. The color of this season is green, 
representing the way God is at work sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms we 
experience year by year in his creation, and the way God is calling and empowering his 
Church to join in the work of renewing all things.
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GATHERING

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “O God Beyond All Praising” Jeff Hummel 
  arr. Eric Thiman

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Habakkuk 2:20

Leader: The Lord is in his holy temple;
People: Let all the earth be silent before him.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Hebrews 4:14 and Revelation 5:10,12

Leader: Jesus Christ has ascended into heaven and is at God’s right hand—  
with angels, authorities, and powers in submission to him.

People: Since we have a great high priest who has gone into heaven— 
Jesus, the Son of God—let us hold firmly to the faith we profess. 
Let us praise his holy name!

Leader: Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!

People: Blessing, glory, wisdom, thanks, honor, power, and strength  
be to our God forevermore!

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “Praise to the Lord, the Almighty” #77 in the Hymnal 
  “Our Great God” (See music on page 5)
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OUR GREAT GOD
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CONFESSING 

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Everyone: Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of 
our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 
perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort and Assurance  

Leader: What can wash away our sins?
People: Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Leader: We are brothers and sisters through his blood.
People: We have died together, we will rise together,  

we will live together.
Leader: In and through Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.
People: Thanks be to God!

Sacrament of Baptism
10:00 a.m. service Katherine Virginia “Kackie” Rand 
11:15 a.m. service Robert Carey Colhoun 
   Temple Poston Colhoun

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you. 
And give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace forever.

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple 
like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING

Our Offerings
Pray for Tom and Tisha Phillips as they train people for ministry to unreached peoples of 
the world and engage in sharing the gospel of Christ in Wales.

Offertory “The Love of God” (See music on page 9) 
(Choir at 11:15 a.m.)

Doxology 
Please stand as we sing to the Lord.

† Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him,  
 all creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
 praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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THE LOVE OF GOD
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Ruth 1:1–5, 16–17
1 In the days when the judges ruled, there was a famine in the land. So a man from 
Bethlehem in Judah, together with his wife and two sons, went to live for a while in the 
country of Moab. 2 The man’s name was Elimelek, his wife’s name was Naomi, and the 
names of his two sons were Mahlon and Kilion. They were Ephrathites from Bethlehem, 
Judah. And they went to Moab and lived there.

3 Now Elimelek, Naomi’s husband, died, and she was left with her two sons. 4 They 
married Moabite women, one named Orpah and the other Ruth. After they had lived 
there about ten years, 5 both Mahlon and Kilion also died, and Naomi was left without 
her two sons and her husband.

16 But Ruth replied, “Don’t urge me to leave you or to turn back from you. Where you go I 
will go, and where you stay I will stay. Your people will be my people and your God my 
God. 17 Where you die I will die, and there I will be buried. May the Lord deal with me, 
be it ever so severely, if even death separates you and me.”

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message: 
  Love Without Limits 
  Corey Widmer
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RESPONDING

We respond to God’s word.

† Song of Response “O Love That Will Not Let Me Go” (See music on page 14)

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Leader: God our Father, you are the summoning God! 
Call us together in your love. As we begin our fall rhythms,  
deepen our worship and enrich our relationships, renew our hearts  
and use us to renew our neighborhoods and city. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: God the Son, you are Love incarnate! 
Open our eyes to your limitless love, that we may be those who love  
without limits, who extend your profligate grace to our world in need. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: God the Spirit, you are the Counselor and Advocate!  
Guide the leaders of the nations, pacify our warring madness,  
bring comfort to the sick and sorrowful. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen.
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O LOVE THAT WILL NOT LET ME GO



15



16

SENDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Song of Commission  “Be Thou My Vision”

Be thou my Vision, O Lord of my heart; 
Naught be all else to me, save that thou art— 
Thou my best thought, by day or by night; 
Waking or sleeping, thy presence my light.

Be thou my Wisdom, and thou my true Word; 
I ever with thee and thou with me, Lord. 
Thou my great Father; thine own may I be, 
Thou in me dwelling and I one with thee.

Riches I heed not, nor vain, empty praise; 
Thou mine inheritance, now and always: 
Thou and thou only, first in my heart, 
High King of heaven, my treasure thou art. 

High King of heaven, my victory won, 
May I reach heaven’s joys, O bright heaven’s sun! 
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall, 
Still be my Vision, O Ruler of all.

† Commission and Benediction  Ephesians 3:17–19

Leader: I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 
may have power, together with all the saints,  
to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ,  
and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—

People: That we may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God! 

† Postlude “Postlude in G Major” Jeff Hummel 
 (11:15 service only) G. F. Handel
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REFLECTING

As we study the Book of Ruth together as a community this fall, you’ll benefit most by 
continuing to read and meditate on the Scriptures throughout the week, either on your 
own or with others. Use this simple guide this week to guide your reading and reflection.

 READ

• Ask the Holy Spirit to open your heart to God’s Word.

• Read the passage for the day slowly once or twice, even out loud! 

• Take a few minutes to try to understand the main themes of the passage.  
Pay special attention to the original context of the Scripture.

• Ask: What does this passage tell you about God, humanity, or the world?

Monday: Ruth 1:1–18, Tuesday: Ruth 1:19–22, Wednesday: Ruth 2:1–13 
Thursday: Ruth 2:14–23, Friday: Ruth 3, Saturday: Ruth 4

heart REFLECT

• Focus on one theme, verse, or phrase that stood out to you during your reading. 

• Meditate on one or more of the following questions: Why is God showing me these 
particular things today? Does my life demonstrate that I am remembering and acting 
based upon this truth? What do I need to do or become in light of this?

• You might consider journaling on your reflections. 

Hand-Paper RESPOND

• Talk to God in response to what you heard from him. Praise him, confess to him, ask 
him for what you need based on your reflections.

• Consider one thing you will do today in response to what you learned. 

• Pause periodically for a few moments throughout the day to reflect back on what you 
heard from God. 
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SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of Tom and Tisha Phillips as they train people for 
ministry to unreached peoples of the world and engage in sharing the gospel of Christ  
in Wales.

Today we celebrate the birth of Madison Mae Vogel, born on August 29 to Kerri 
and Kirk Vogel, and Hannah and Bray, her brother and sister.

Today at the 10:00 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Katherine Virginia 
“Kackie” Rand, daughter of Ben and Elizabeth Rand. Relatives present today are J.R. and 
Betsy Downey, and Mike and Kak Rand. Elder representing the Session by holding the 
font is Rob Cox. The prayer sponsors are Scottie and David Brown.

Today at the 11:15 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Robert Carey Colhoun 
and Temple Poston Colhoun, children of Natalie and Andrew Colhoun. Relatives present 
today are Lee and Bruce Colhoun and Brenda and A.C. Roane. Elder representing the 
Session by holding the font is Doug Ludeman. The prayer sponsor is Peyton Jenkins.

Prayer Needs

For Health
Myra Thompson, Carolyn Oakley, Evi Burgin, Nancy Bonsack, Barbara Satterfield,  
Jim Hobgood, Lee Sauvain, Tom Morgan, Betty Cox, Rick DeJarnette, Dru Fitch,  
Kaye Phillips, Brad Bishop, Julie Walden, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones
John White (nephew, 8/20), Tommy Roper (father, 8/18), Rich Hines (mother, 7/24), 
John and Fran Robertson (son, 07/16), Hope McGehee (7/16), Terry Jones and Julie 
Gibbs (father and grandfather, 7/14), Laurie Marsden (father, 6/25), Marty Lico  
(sister, 6/21), Amanda Seibert (mother, 6/9), Bill Hall (father, 6/1)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for schools and educational institutions of metropolitan Richmond: for all public 
schools; for students, teachers and support personnel, including cafeteria workers, 
building and grounds staff, and school bus drivers; for all private and religious schools, 
pre-schools and daycare centers, and for children in home schools.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Today! Come to a Parish Area Gathering Near You! 4:00–6:00 p.m.
Each Parish Area (a geographic region, or collection of neighborhoods) across the 
Richmond area is hosting an open-house style gathering today to kick off our fall season 
at Third, and we want you to be there. Whether you’re active in a Parish Group or not, this 
is a chance to connect with others from Third who live near you, meet your Shepherding 
Elders, Deacons, and Parish Group leaders, and just enjoy a meal together. Locations for 
each gathering are listed on the back page. To find which Parish Area you live in, visit: 
thirdrva.org/parish-life.

Today! Welcome Coffee – Parlor, 11:15 a.m.
If you’re new to Third, join us for our Welcome Coffee! This monthly gathering is a great 
opportunity to meet a few people, learn about Third’s vision, what we believe and how 
you can get involved.

Tutoring for Immigrant and Refugee Students: Homework Helpers Needed
Our tutoring program begins September 19! Close to 90 students, more than ever before, 
are looking for some extra homework help once a week. We are currently in need of 
at least 40 new tutors – and though the commitment is small, the benefits are great. 
Interested in helping? Contact Andi Redmond: andi.redmond6@gmail.com.

Guided Tour of the Bible – Thursday Nights, Starting September 13
A Guided Tour of the Bible is a 5-week study focusing on one section of the Bible. We dig 
into that one section, looking at a different book each week, so we can better understand 
and be impacted by its message. Ed Satterfield authored this special Guided Tour and 
will lead our time together as we journey from Genesis through Esther. Class starts 
Thursday night, September 13. To learn more, visit thirdrva.org/events.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Meet Our Mission Partners – Jonathan Chan with CHAT 
Monday, September 10, 7:00 p.m., Multipurpose Room
Please join the Missions Committee at their monthly meeting. Our guest speaker will be 
Jonathan Chan from our mission partner CHAT (Church Hill Activities and Tutoring). Come 
and hear about how CHAT is serving the youth of the East End of Richmond, and stick 
around for our monthly meeting!

Jobs for Life – Fall Class Kicks Off Tomorrow! Champions Needed
Jobs for Life is a 12-week, relationship-centered jobs training program that transforms 
lives, builds community, and embodies God’s love in outreach and service. And we 
need your help! Walk as a mentor alongside a student throughout the 12 weeks of the 
class, journeying with your student from unemployment or under-employment to better 
employment! Interested? Contact Ginger James: gingerjames1@icloud.com.

Fall Newcomers Class – Starts Next Sunday, September 16! 
Are you ready to explore a deeper commitment to this part of the Body of Christ? We’d 
love to get to know you and provide an opportunity for you to learn about Third’s vision 
for worship, discipleship, community, serving and outreach. At the end of the class, you’ll 
have an opportunity to become a covenant partner of our church family. For more info 
and to sign up, visit: thirdrva.org/newcomers. 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Our new slate of adult Sunday School classes kicks off today at 10:00 a.m.! 
We couldn’t be more excited about these class offerings and we think there will be 
something for everyone. Here are some sneak peeks of the classes. Full descriptions and 
teacher information can be found at: thirdrva.org/Sunday-discipleship.

Book of Acts Study
Room 213
The Reveal class will continue our study of 
the book of Acts, exploring through UP, IN 
and OUT observations, and the missionary 
themes that Luke narrates.

Explore the Enneagram
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.
Join us for a journey of compassionate self-
discovery, using the enneagram, an ancient 
personality typing tool. Learn with us about 
the nine different types, yourself, and your 
relationships as they are and also as God 
would have them to be.

Good News Class
Room 101
The Good News Class gathers for the 
purpose of renewing our minds through 
the study of God’s holy word. Our classes 
usually focus on expository teaching that is 
centered on understanding and applying 
God’s word for his glory and our growth as 
his people.

Women, the Bible, and the Church
Fellowship Hall
We’ll be digging deep and exploring the 
breadth of Scripture’s affirmation for all 
God’s people (women included!) in all 
dimensions of church ministry, in an effort 
to understand why Third Church and ECO 
have gender equality as one of their  
key values.

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace
Room 215
No matter where you are with your money, 
this class will teach you to create a budget, 
pay off debt, spend and save wisely, and 
give generously. Haven’t registered yet? It’s 
not too late! The last day to register for the 
Fall class is September 16. Please contact 
Valerie Holland (valerieh@thirdrva.org) to 
register and order materials.

For any questions about our Sunday school classes, contact Derek Mondeau:  
derekm@thirdrva.org.
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

FAMILY & STUDENT MINISTRY

During 8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services: Childcare is available for all children aged 
Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–Kindergarten Second Floor

During the 10:00 service: Children are welcome to attend worship with their parents 
or Sunday school. 

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds First Floor 
Young 3s–4th Grade Second Floor 
5th–6th Grade (Club56) Basement 
Middle and High School Student Ministry Area (First Floor)

A Wiggle Room is available if you need to leave the service with your little one. You’ll 
be able to watch the service via streaming. The room is across the courtyard and to the 
left. Contact Kathy (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie (traciem@thirdrva.org) with questions.

Student Ministry: Sunday Night Gatherings – 7:00–8:30 p.m.
Students in 7th–12th grade are welcome to join us on Sunday evenings in the Fellowship 
Hall. Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org) with questions.
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, September 9
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Parish Core Leader Training – Room 217 
10:00 a.m. Newcomer Coffee – Parlor 
12:15 p.m. Cards and Care – Room 207 
12:30 p.m. Champion Training for Jobs for Life – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave. 
4:00 p.m. Parish Area Gatherings – Off site 
7:00 p.m. Sunday Night Student Gatherings – Fellowship Hall

Monday, September 10
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, September 11
12:00 p.m. Helping Hands – Room 217

Wednesday, September 12
6:30 p.m. Club 56 Kick-Off Dinner – Fellowship Hall 
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Thursday, September 13
9:30 a.m. Women’s Study – Room 129 
7:00 p.m. Guided Tour of the Bible – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Team Rehearsal – Sanctuary 
7:00 p.m. Choir Practice – Choir Room



TODAY!
WE’RE GATHERING ACROSS THE CITY AT 4:00 P.M. 

AND YOU’RE INVITED.

Come meet your neighbors and experience community in your own backyard.  
These gatherings are open to everyone — visitors, neighbors, and covenant partners.

We’re so excited to see you! 
If you have any questions, or want to find which area you live in, visit 

THIRDRVA.ORG/PARISH-LIFE

 CITY EAST ARC Park (3600 Saunders Ave, Richmond)

 CITY NORTH Crump Park: Shelter #1 (3400 Mountain Rd, Glen Allen)

 GAYTON Community West (2340 Pump Rd, Henrico)

 CHESTERFIELD The Smiths’ (3174 Three Bridge Rd, Powhatan)

 LAUDERDALE Deep Run Park: Shelters #4 & #5 (9900 Ridgefield Pkwy, Richmond)

 MOORELAND The Raggios’ (401 Lakeway Dr, Richmond)

 NORTHWEST The Olsons’ (1547 Manakin Rd, Manakin-Sabot)

 RIDGE Kanawha Pool – not a pool party (8100 Holmes Ave, Richmond)

 RIVER WEST The Redmonds’ – pool party (9709 Old Club Trace, Henrico)

 THREE CHOPT Tuckahoe Elementary School (701 Forest Ave, Richmond) 
  Rain location: The Mills’ (800 Lindsay Ct, Richmond)

 GROVE Windsor Farms Field (field across from 4200 Dover Rd, Richmond) 
  Rain location: Third Church (600 Forest Ave, Henrico)

 CITY SOUTH Forest Hill Park (4021 Forest Hill Ave, Richmond) 
  Between the playground and tennis courts 
  Rain location: The Sprinkles’ (5315 Caledonia Rd, Richmond)
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