
Faith & Work Sunday | September 2, 2018

ESTABLISH THE WORK  
OF OUR HANDS

“The whole creation is nothing but  
the visible curtain behind which radiates the  
exalted working of God’s divine thinking.”

Abraham Kuyper





Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Called together for the renewal 
of all things through Jesus Christ.



As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal. Not only do we mark the seasons of the Christian 
year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors and 
textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

Sanctuary Decorations 

Having spent a half year from Advent to Pentecost walking through the whole story of 
Jesus, we are currently in the six-month period of Ordinary Time when we remember the 
story of God’s people as told throughout the Old and New Testaments. In Ordinary Time 
we are reminded that we are part of a great community of believers throughout time and 
history that has been called together to bear witness to God’s promises and presence 
in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus and his kingdom. The color of this season is green, 
representing the way God is at work sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms we 
experience year by year in his creation, and the way God is calling and empowering his 
Church to join in the work of renewing all things.
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GATHERING

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 

God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “Toccata and Fugue in F Major” Jeff Hummel 
  Dietrich Buxtehude

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship

Leader: God of mercy, grant that the word you plant today take root in our hearts, 
and bear fruit to your honor and glory, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Lord.

People: Amen.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Psalm 90

Leader: Lord, you have been our dwelling place throughout all generations. 
Before the mountains were born or you brought forth the whole world, 
from everlasting to everlasting you are God.

People: Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, 
that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.

Leader: Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, 
for as many years as we have seen trouble. 
May your deeds be shown to your servants, your splendor to their children.

People: May the favor of the Lord our God rest on us; 
establish the work of our hands for us— 
yes, establish the work of our hands.

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “O Worship the King” #29 in the Hymnal 
  “All Who Love and Serve Your City” (See words on page 6)
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ALL WHO LOVE AND SERVE YOUR CITY
All who love and serve your city, all who bear its daily stress,
All who cry for peace and justice, all who curse and all who bless,
In your day of loss and sorrow, in your day of helpless strife,
Honor, peace, and love retreating, seek the Lord, who is your life.

In your day of wrath and plenty, wasted work and wasted play,
Call to mind the word of Jesus: “I must work while it is day.”
For all days are days of judgment, and the Lord is waiting still,
Drawing near a world that spurns him, offering peace from Calvary’s hill.

Risen Lord! shall yet the city be the city of despair?
Come today, our Judge, our Glory; be its name “The Lord Is There”!
Make us worthy, humble servants to those living in despair.
Give them, through our hands, provision, divine love, joy, peace and care.
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CONFESSING 

God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Everyone: Merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you  
in thought, word and deed, 
by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you  
with our whole heart and mind and strength; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
Create in us a clean heart, O God,  
and renew a right spirit within us.

Silent Confession

Words of Comfort and Assurance  From Lamentations 3:22–24

Leader: But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope:

People: The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, 
his mercies never come to an end; 
they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness!

Leader: Sisters and brothers, hear the good news: in Jesus Christ, you are forgiven!

People: Thanks be to God!

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple 
like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING

Our Offerings
Pray for Elijah House Academy, a local Christian school, for Head of School Jesse Kell  
and staff. The school draws from all the Richmond metro area, nurturing over 180 
children with Christian principles, providing a safe place for them to learn and thrive.

Offertory “Establish the Work of Our Hands” Worship Team

Without your Spirit, we stand with no strength.
I know my life is passing away, 
But the works of your hands are what will remain. 

Teach us to number the length of our days. 
Pour out your power; we’ll pour out your praise.
Teach us to run, to finish the race,
For only what’s done in love will remain.

Let the favor of the Lord rest upon us.
O Lord, establish the work of our hands.
O Lord, establish the work of our hands.

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

Doxology 
Please stand as we sing to the Lord.

† Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him,  
 all creatures here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
 praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  Genesis 2:1–7, 15
1 Thus the heavens and the earth were completed in all their vast array.

2 By the seventh day God had finished the work he had been doing; so on the seventh 
day he rested from all his work. 3 Then God blessed the seventh day and made it holy, 
because on it he rested from all the work of creating that he had done.

4 This is the account of the heavens and the earth when they were created, when the 
Lord God made the earth and the heavens.

5 Now no shrub had yet appeared on the earth and no plant had yet sprung up, for 
the Lord God had not sent rain on the earth and there was no one to work the ground, 
6 but streams came up from the earth and watered the whole surface of the ground.  
7 Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his 
nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.

15 The Lord God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take 
care of it.

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message: 
  Establish the Work of Our Hands 
  Corey Widmer



11

RESPONDING

We respond to God’s word.

Celebration of the Lord’s Supper

Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Everyone: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, 
you have made us in your image and for yourself. 
You have made this good world for us to tend and to enjoy. 
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You sought your ancient people when they strayed from you. 
You freed them from the oppressor and brought them home. 
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You have sent your Son to bring us home to you. 
By his Incarnation–

People: You have found us.

Leader: By his Death–
People: You have forgiven us.

Leader: By his Resurrection–
People: You have freed us. 

Leader: God, our Father, 
People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.
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RESPONDING

Leader: In union with Jesus Christ of Nazareth, our Great High Priest, and with  
all who worship you, both in heaven and on earth, we offer you our  
praise, saying:

People:  Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest; 
blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.

Words of Institution  From 1 Corinthians 11:23–26

Leader: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had 
given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do 
this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way, after supper he took the cup, 
saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you 
drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you eat this bread and drink 
this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

 Holy and merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy Spirit on our 
bread and wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of Christ, and 
on your people, that we may be the body of Christ, reconciled to you and to 
each other by his blood. By your Holy Spirit make us—

People: One with Christ, 
one with each other, 
and one in mission to all the world,

Leader: Until Christ shall come in final victory 
and we feast together at his heavenly banquet. 
We cry, Maranatha!

People: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.
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The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because 
the bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When 
we come forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the 
Holy Spirit, extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome anyone to the table who is willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this time to 
meditate on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by 
the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, 
please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the 
light and life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but 
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete 
acceptance. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and 
receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.

RESPONDING
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Communion Song “Your Labor Is Not in Vain” Worship Team  
(All services)

Your labor is not in vain,
Though the ground underneath you is cursed and stained.
Your planting and reaping are never the same,
But your labor is not in vain.

Your labor is not unknown,
Though the rocks they cry out and the sea it may groan.
The place of your toil may not seem like a home,
But your labor is not unknown.

I am with you, I am with you.
I am with you, I am with you.
For I have called you, called you by name.
Your labor is not in vain.

The vineyards you plant will bear fruit.
The fields will sing out and rejoice with the truth,
For all that is old will at last be made new:
The vineyards you plant will bear fruit.

The houses you labored to build
Will finally with laughter and joy be filled.
The serpent that hurts and destroys will be killed,
And all that is broken be healed.

RESPONDING
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RESPONDING

Communion Song “Come Share the Lord” Choir  
(8:45 service only) Bryan Jeffery Leech

We gather here in Jesus’ name, 
His love is burning in our hearts like living flame. 
For through the loving Son, the Father makes us one. 
Come take the bread, come drink the wine, come share the Lord.

No one is a stranger here; everyone belongs. 
Finding our forgiveness here, we in turn forgive all wrongs.

He joins us here; he breaks the bread. 
The Lord who pours the cup is risen from the dead. 
The One we love the most is now our gracious host. 
Come take the bread, come drink the wine, come share the Lord.

We are now a family of which the Lord is head. 
Though unseen, he meets us here in the breaking of the bread.

We’ll gather soon where angels sing, 
We’ll see the glory of our Lord and coming King. 
Now we anticipate the feast for which we wait. 
Come take the bread, come drink the wine, come share the Lord.

Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen.
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Myra Thompson, Carolyn Oakley, Evi Burgin, Nancy Bonsack, Barbara Satterfield,  
Jim Hobgood, Lee Sauvain, Tom Morgan, Betty Cox, Rick DeJarnette, Dru Fitch,  
Kaye Phillips, Brad Bishop, Julie Walden, Amy Boyd, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison,  
Lou Hanscom 

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones
John White (nephew, 8/20), Tommy Roper (father, 8/18), Rich Hines (mother, 7/24), 
John and Fran Robertson (son, 07/16), Hope McGehee (7/16), Terry Jones and Julie 
Gibbs (father and grandfather, 7/14), Laurie Marsden (father, 6/25), Marty Lico  
(sister, 6/21), Amanda Seibert (mother, 6/9), Bill Hall (father, 6/1)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for schools and educational institutions of metropolitan Richmond: for all 
superintendents, school boards, school administrators, PTAs, teachers, students, and staff.
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SENDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Commission

Leader: Let the fishers and farmers bless you, great God, the gardeners  
sing your praise. May the cooks and servers bless you, O Lord;

People: Establish the work of our hands.

Leader: Let the healers and caregivers bless you, great God, the mental  
health workers sing your praise. May the firemen, policemen and  
EMTs bless you, O Lord;

People: Establish the work of our hands.

Leader: Let the creators of wealth bless you, great God, the entrepreneurs sing  
your praise. May the unemployed and under-employed bless you, O Lord;

People: Establish the work of our hands.

Leader: Let the artists and artisans bless you, great God, the musicians and 
dancers sing your praise. May the writers and poets bless you, O Lord;

People: Establish the work of our hands.
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SENDING

Leader: Let the scientists and scholars bless you, great God, the engineers and 
architects sing your praise. May the fixers and builders bless you, O Lord;

People: Establish the work of our hands.

Leader: Let the teachers and parents bless you, great God, the attorneys and judges 
sing your praise. May the pastors and missionaries bless you, O Lord;

People: Establish the work of our hands.

Everyone: Let all who work with their minds,  
hearts and hands bless you, great God.

† Benediction

† Postlude “O Worship the King” Jeff Hummel 
 (11:15 service only) Paul Laubengayer

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of Elijah House Academy, a local Christian school, 
and Head of School Jesse Kell and staff. The school draws from all the Richmond metro 
area, nurturing over 180 children with Christian principles, providing a safe place for 
them to learn and thrive.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Today! End of Summer Celebration 
Fellowship Hall, 10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m.
Between our services today we want to provide extra space to linger, visit, share stories 
of the summer, and take a last breather before starting the new academic year. Come for 
donuts during the 10:00 a.m. hour in the Fellowship Hall, and stick around for food trucks 
and ice cream outside from 11:00 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. Reconnect and catch up before fall 
kick-off next week! 

You’re Invited to a Fall Kick-Off Gathering in Your Parish Area!  
Sunday, September 9, 4:00 – 6:00 p.m.
Each Parish Area (a geographic region, or collection of neighborhoods) across the 
Richmond area is hosting an open-house style gathering to kick off our fall season at 
Third, and we want you to be there. Whether you’re active in a Parish Group or not, this 
is a chance to connect with others from Third who live near you, meet your Shepherding 
Elders, Deacons, and Parish Group leaders, and just enjoy a meal together. Find your 
Parish Area and the location of your gathering at: thirdrva.org/events.

Tutoring for Immigrant and Refugee Students: Homework Helpers Needed
Our tutoring program will begin again on September 19. Close to 90 students are 
looking for some extra homework help once a week, but we will need your help! We are 
currently in need of at least 40 new tutors – the commitment is small, but the benefits are 
great. Interested in helping? Contact Andi Redmond: andi.redmond6@gmail.com.

Guided Tour of the Bible – Thursday Nights, Starting September 13
A Guided Tour of the Bible is a 5-week study focusing on one section of the Bible. We dig 
into that one section, looking at a different book each week, so we can better understand 
and be impacted by its message. Ed Satterfield authored this special Guided Tour and 
will lead our time together as we journey from Genesis through Esther. Class starts 
Thursday night, September 13. To learn more, visit thirdrva.org/events.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Club 56 Kick-Off Dinner  
Wednesday, September 12, 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Fifth and sixth grade students and their families are invited to the Club 56 Kick-Off Dinner. 
We will talk about the vision of Club 56, meet the Sunday school teaching team, and 
even talk about what is happening with your children during these middle years. Please 
RSVP to Andrea Woie no later than September 5: andreaw@thirdrva.org.

Meet Our Mission Partners – Jonathan Chan 
Monday, September 10, 7:00 p.m., Multipurpose Room
Please join the Missions Committee at their monthly meeting. Our guest speaker will be 
Jonathan Chan from our mission partner CHAT (Church Hill Activities and Tutoring). Come 
and hear about how CHAT is serving the youth of the East End of Richmond, and stick 
around for our monthly meeting!

Jobs for Life – Fall Class Kicks Off September 10! Champions Needed
Jobs for Life is a 12-week, relationship-centered jobs training program that transforms 
lives, builds community, and embodies God’s love in outreach and service. And we 
need your help! Walk as a mentor alongside a student throughout the 12 weeks of the 
class, journeying with your student from unemployment or underemployment to better 
employment! Interested? Contact Ginger James: gingerjames1@icloud.com.

Fall Newcomers Class – Starts Sunday Morning, September 16! 
Are you ready to explore a deeper commitment to this part of the Body of Christ? We’d 
love to get to know you and provide an opportunity for you to learn about Third’s vision 
for worship, discipleship, community, serving and outreach. At the end of the class, you’ll 
have an opportunity to become a covenant partner of our church family. For more info 
and to sign up, visit: thirdrva.org/newcomers. 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Our new Sunday School classes for adults begin next Sunday, September 9 
at 10:00 a.m.! We couldn’t be more excited about these class offerings and we think 
there will be something for everyone. Here are some sneak peeks of the classes. Full 
descriptions and teacher information can be found at: thirdrva.org/Sunday-discipleship. 
Hope to see you in a class on the 9th! 

Book of Acts Study
Room 213
The Reveal class will continue our study of 
the book of Acts, exploring through UP, IN 
and OUT observations, and the missionary 
themes that Luke narrates.

Explore the Enneagram
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.
Join us for a journey of compassionate self-
discovery, using the enneagram, an ancient 
personality typing tool. Learn with us about 
the nine different types, yourself, and your 
relationships as they are and also as God 
would have them to be.

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace
Room 215
No matter where you are with your money, 
this class will teach you to create a budget, 
pay off debt, spend and save wisely, and 
give generously. Pre-registration required. 
See website (thirdrva.org/events) for more 
details and how to register.

Women, the Bible, and the Church
Fellowship Hall
We’ll be digging deep and exploring the 
breadth of Scripture’s affirmation for all 
God’s people (women included!) in all 
dimensions of church ministry, in an effort 
to understand why Third Church and ECO 
have gender equality as one of their  
key values.

Good News Class
Room 101
The Good News Class gathers for the 
purpose of renewing our minds through 
the study of God’s holy word. Our classes 
usually focus on expository teaching that is 
centered on understanding and applying 
God’s word for his glory and our growth as 
his people. 

For any questions about our Sunday school classes, contact Derek Mondeau:  
derekm@thirdrva.org.



22

Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY – SUNDAY MORNING

Childcare is available during all three services for children aged Kindergarten and 
younger. There is Sunday school during the summer for first grade and above, but we 
welcome them to worship with their parents in the Sanctuary.

Infants – 3 year olds First Floor 
4 year olds – Kindergarten Second Floor

Questions? Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org).

STUDENT MINISTRY

We’ll resume our morning and evening gatherings next week on Fall Kick-Off Sunday, 
September 9th. Questions? Contact Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org).
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, September 2
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. End of Summer Celebration – Fellowship Hall 
12:30 p.m. Praying for Our Nation – Room 101

Monday, September 3
Labor Day – Church office closed

Tuesday, September 4
7:00 p.m. Muslim world missionary care and prayer groups – 
 Laurie Chalifoux’ home (804-740-1199)

Wednesday, September 5
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Conference Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Thursday, September 6
9:30 a.m. Women’s Study – Room 129 
6:00 p.m. Healing Prayer Group – Student Ministry Area 
7:00 p.m. Worship Team Rehearsal – Sanctuary

Saturday, September 8
9:30 a.m. Sunday School Open House – Children’s Classrooms



WELCOME TO THIRD

We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to learn more about 
our community. To get started, you can visit our website (thirdrva.org) and sign up for 
our ministry emails (thirdrva.org/signup). You can also pick up a copy of Third Press, 
our monthly newsletter, from around the church.

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD

If you ever need help on a Sunday morning, look for individuals wearing yellow name 
badges. They can help answer questions, find seats, and guide you around our building.

A Wiggle Room is available if you need to leave the service with your little one. You’ll be 
able to watch the service via streaming. The room is across the courtyard and to the left.

WELCOME COFFEE

If you’re new to Third, join us for our next Welcome Coffee! This monthly gathering is a 
great opportunity to meet a few people, learn about Third’s vision, what we believe and 
how you can get involved. Our next Welcome Coffee will be Sunday, September 9 
at 11:15 a.m. in the Parlor.

JOIN A PARISH GROUP COMMUNITY

We desire everyone at Third to be known, cared for, and encouraged as a disciple  
of Christ, and we do this through our Parish Groups. Whether you are new or not, you  
are invited to a Parish Group in your area this week. No qualifications, no homework,  
just come. We have a place set for you.

Parish Groups meet weekly to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city. If you want to learn more or find 
a group near you, contact Valerie (valerieh@thirdrva.org), or visit thirdrva.org/parish-life.
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