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INTERPRETING THE BIBLE
“Without the voice of the Living God addressing us through Scripture, 

Christianity collapses into so much empty rhetoric, and the world is 
left without the redemptive, recreative Word of God.” 

Craig Bartholomew



Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Called together for the renewal of all things  
through Jesus Christ. 



As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal. Not only do we mark the seasons of the Christian 
year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors and 
textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

Sanctuary Decorations 

Having spent a half-year from Advent to Pentecost walking through the whole story of 
Jesus, we are currently in the six-month period of Ordinary Time when we remember the 
story of God’s people as told throughout the Old and New Testaments. In Ordinary Time 
we are reminded that we are part of a great community of believers throughout time and 
history that has been called together to bear witness to God’s promises and presence 
in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus and his kingdom. The color of this season is green, 
representing the way God is at work sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms we 
experience year by year in his creation, and the way God is calling and empowering his 
Church to join in the work of renewing all things.
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God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude “Prelude and Trumpet Tune on ‘Cwm Rhondda’” Jeff Hummel 
  Wayne Wold

Welcome and Announcements

Preparation for Worship  From Psalm 124:8  

Leader: Our help is in the name of the Lord,
People: Who made heaven and earth.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

† Call to Worship  From Revelation 4:6–11

Leader: Around the throne of God are four living creatures,  
each of them with six wings, full of eyes all around and within,  
and day and night they never cease to say,

Everyone: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord God Almighty,  
who was and is and is to come!”

Leader: And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to him 
who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, the twenty-four 
elders fall down before him who is seated on the throne and worship him 
who lives forever and ever. They cast their crowns before the throne, saying,

Everyone: “Worthy are you, our Lord and God, to receive  
glory and honor and power, for you created all things,  
and by your will they existed and were created.”

Prayer of Adoration

† Songs of Praise “Holy, Holy, Holy! Lord God Almighty” #2 in the Hymnal 
  “How Firm a Foundation” (See music on next page)

GATHERING

† The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 
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HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION
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God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.

Prayer of Confession

Leader: Holy and merciful God, in your presence we confess our sinfulness,  
our shortcomings, and our offense against you.

People: You alone know how often we have sinned in wandering from 
your ways, in wasting your gifts, in forgetting your love.

Leader: Have mercy on us, O Lord, for we are ashamed and sorry for all we have 
done to displease you.

People: Forgive our sins, and help us to live in your light and walk in your 
ways, for the sake of Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

Silent Confession

CONFESSING 



8

CONFESSING 

Words of Assurance  From Psalm 32:1–2

Leader: Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

Everyone: Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity,  
and in whose spirit there is no deceit!

† Greeting of Peace 

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one another  
a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say something simple 
like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING

Our Offerings
Pray for Donald Marsden as he seeks to mobilize people and resources for ministry 
among unreached people groups and developing partnerships with frontline workers: to 
the Arssi Oromo of Ethiopia and mission workers in West Africa, Russia, Siberia, Hungary 
and the Ukraine.

Offertory “Just a Little Talk With Jesus” France Mission Team 
   (See words on next page)

Doxology 
Please stand as we sing to the Lord.

† Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures  
 here below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father,  
 Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.
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JUST A LITTLE TALK WITH JESUS
I once was lost in sin but Jesus took me in,
And then a little light from heaven filled my soul;
It bathed my heart in love and wrote my name above,
And just a little talk with Jesus made me whole.

Now let us have a little talk with Jesus,
Let us tell him all about our troubles.
He will hear our faintest cry,
He will answer by and by.
Now when you feel a little prayer wheel turning
And you know a little fire is burning,
You will find a little talk with Jesus makes it right.

Sometimes my path seems drear, without a ray of cheer,
And then a cloud of doubt may hide the light of day;
The mists of sin may rise and hide the stormy skies,
But just a little talk with Jesus clears the way.

I may have doubts and fears, my eyes be filled with tears,
But Jesus is a friend who watches day and night;
I go to him in prayer, he knows my every care,
And just a little talk with Jesus makes it right.
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PROCLAIMING

God speaks to us through his word.

Scripture Reading  James 1:22–25
22 Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.  
23 Anyone who listens to the word but does not do what it says is like someone 
who looks at his face in a mirror 24 and, after looking at himself, goes away and 
immediately forgets what he looks like. 25 But whoever looks intently into the perfect 
law that gives freedom, and continues in it—not forgetting what they have heard,  
but doing it—they will be blessed in what they do.

Leader: This is the word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God!



  Message: 
  Interpreting the Bible 
  Corey Widmer
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RESPONDING

We respond to God’s word.

† Song of Response  “How Firm a Foundation (Refrain)”
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RESPONDING

† Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer

Leader: Father of all wisdom,  
open our ears to hear your word more clearly,  
open our eyes to see your truth plainly,  
open our hearts to receive your word humbly,  
and open our wills to obey you faithfully. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: Lord of the nations, we pray for our city, 
for those who live, work and travel here. 
Speak your word of peace in our midst 
and help us to serve one another as Christ has served us.  
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Leader: Spirit of all compassion, 
we pray for those who do not believe, 
for our neighbors, our family members, our friends.  
Open their ears to hear your voice 
and open their hearts to receive you, 
the very Word of life. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us boldly pray as our Savior has taught us:

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen.
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RESPONDING

The Lord’s Prayer (11:15 service only) Choir

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come. Your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Keep us from temptation, and deliver us from evil.
Amen!

Prayer Needs

For Health
Nancy Bonsack, Barbara Satterfield, Jim Hobgood, Gloria Price, Tom Morgan,  
Betty Cox, Rick DeJarnette, Dru Fitch, Kaye Phillips, Brad Bishop, Julie Walden,  
Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For comfort for those who have lost loved ones
John and Fran Robertson (son, 07/16), Hope McGehee (died 7/16), Terry Jones  
and Julie Gibbs (father and grandfather, 7/14), Laurie Marsden (father, 6/25),  
Marty Lico (sister, 6/21), Amanda Seibert (mother, 6/9), Bill Hall (father, 6/1),  
Raymon Milton Roberts (mother Katie, 5/21), Waylon Lloyd (father, 5/12),  
Joyce Robertson (longtime former member, 5/9), BJ Saunders (husband Barry, 5/1)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for the workplaces and businesses of metropolitan Richmond: for economic 
development in depressed portions of the city, and for the establishment of businesses that 
will create new employment opportunities.
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O GOD BEYOND ALL PRAISING
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SENDING

God sends us into the world as his witnesses.

† Song of Commission “O God Beyond All Praising” (see music on previous page)

† Commission  Ephesians 1:16–19

Leader: May the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, give you the Spirit 
of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. May the eyes 
of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to 
which he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 
and his incomparably great power for us who believe.

People:  Amen!

† Benediction

† Postlude “Rigaudon” Jeff Hummel 
 (11:15 service only) Andre Campra

SERVICE NOTES

Today’s flowers are given in honor of Donald Marsden as he seeks to mobilize people 
and resources for ministry among unreached people groups and developing partnerships 
with frontline workers: to the Arssi Oromo of Ethiopia and mission workers in West Africa, 
Russia, Siberia, Hungary and the Ukraine.
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NEWS & EVENTS

End of Summer Celebration –  
Sunday, September 2, 10:00 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
On Labor Day Sunday, between our services, we want to provide extra space to 
linger, visit, share stories of the summer, and take a last breather before starting the new 
academic year. Come for donuts during the 10:00 a.m. hour in the Fellowship Hall, and 
stick around for food trucks and ice cream outside after 11:00 a.m. Reconnect and catch 
up before fall kick-off the next week! 

Tutoring for Immigrant and Refugee Students: Homework Helpers Needed!
Our tutoring program will begin again next month on September 19. Close to 90 students 
are looking for some extra homework help once a week, but we will need your help! We 
are currently in need of at least 40 new tutors – the commitment is small, but the benefits 
are great. Interested in helping? Contact Andi Redmond: andi.redmond6@gmail.com.

Guided Tour of the Bible – A New Class Offering on Thursday Nights! 
A Guided Tour of the Bible is a 5-week study focusing on one section of the Bible. We dig 
into that one section, looking at a different book each week, so we can better understand 
and be impacted by its message. Ed Satterfield authored this special Guided Tour and 
will lead our time together as we journey from Genesis through Esther. Interested in 
learning more or attending? Visit: thirdrva.org/events. 

Club 56 Kick-Off Dinner –  
Wednesday, September 12, 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Fifth and sixth grade students and their families are invited to the Club 56 Kick-Off Dinner. 
We will talk about the vision of Club 56, meet the Sunday school teaching team, and 
even talk about what is happening with your children during these middle years. Please 
RSVP to Andrea Woie no later than September 5: andreaw@thirdrva.org.

Jobs for Life – Fall Class Kicks Off September 10! Champions Needed! 
Jobs for Life is a 12-week, relationship-centered jobs training program that transforms 
lives, builds community, and embodies God’s love in outreach and service. And we need 
your help! Walk as a mentor alongside a student throughout the 12 weeks of the class. 
Journey with your student from unemployment or underemployment to better employment. 
Interested? Contact Ginger James: gingerjames1@icloud.com.
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NEWS & EVENTS

Help in the Infant Nursery on Sundays! 
Do you love to hold babies? Would you consider helping in the infant nursery once  
a month or even once a quarter? Both are needed! Please contact Kathy White  
(kathyw@thirdrva.org) if interested. 

Back to School Prayer With Family Ministry –  
Sunday, August 26, 11:15 a.m., Parlor
Come pray alongside other parents for the upcoming school year. Children can be in the 
nursery while you pray. Questions? Contact Brook Trible: bwtrible@gmail.com.

Fall Newcomers Class – Starts September 16! 
Are you ready to explore a deeper commitment to this part of the Body of Christ? We’d 
love to get to know you and provide an opportunity for you to learn about Third’s vision 
for worship, discipleship, community, serving and outreach. At the end of the class, you’ll 
have an opportunity to become a covenant partner of our church family. For more info 
and to sign up, visit: thirdrva.org/newcomers.

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace University — Offered Again This Fall! 
The money class that will change your life. No matter where you are with your money, 
this class will teach you to create a budget, pay off debt, spend and save wisely, and give 
generously. This class is being offered by Third for $59 per individual or $99 per couple 
(to cover FPU workbook and materials). More info and to sign up: thirdrva.org/events.

Men’s Annual Steak Night –  
Tuesday, August 21, 6:00 p.m., Pump Road Pavilion
Join us for our Men’s Ministry kick-off event to start the ministry year. We’ll enjoy good 
steak and connection with other men and talk about all the events for the upcoming year, 
both for men’s ministry and the larger church. Let us know you’re coming ($5):  
thirdrva.org/events.
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Our new slate of Sunday School classes for adults begins on Sunday, 
September 9 at 10:00 a.m.! We couldn’t be more excited about these class offerings 
and we think there will be something for everyone. Here are some sneak peeks of the 
classes. Full descriptions can be found at: thirdrva.org/Sunday-discipleship. Hope to  
see you in a class on the 9th! 

Women, the Bible, and the Church
Fellowship Hall
We’ll be digging deep and exploring the 
breadth of Scripture’s affirmation for all 
God’s people (women included!) in all 
dimensions of church ministry, in an effort 
to understand why Third Church and ECO 
have gender equality as one of their key 
values. 

Book of Acts Study
Room 213
The Reveal class will continue our study of 
the book of Acts, exploring through UP, IN 
and OUT observations, and the missionary 
themes that Luke narrates.

Explore the Enneagram
Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave
Join us for an enneagram journey of 
self-discovery. Learn with us about the 
nine different types, yourself, and your 
relationships as they are and also as God 
would have them to be.

Think for a Change
Room 101
As a community that seeks to understand 
the gospel more deeply, we will explore  
a variety of topics using creativity and  
in-depth examination of scripture.

Dave Ramsey’s Financial Peace
Room 215
No matter where you are with your money, 
this class will teach you to create a budget, 
pay off debt, spend and save wisely, and 
give generously. Pre-registration required.

For any questions about our Sunday school classes, contact Derek Mondeau:  
derekm@thirdrva.org.
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Wiggle Room

Student Ministry Area

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY – SUNDAY MORNING

Childcare is available during all three services for children aged Kindergarten and 
younger. There will not be Sunday school during the summer for first grade and above, 
but we welcome them to worship with their parents in the Sanctuary.

Infants – 3 year olds First Floor 
4 year olds – Kindergarten Second Floor

Questions? Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org).

STUDENT MINISTRY

Student Ministry does not have any morning or evening programming during the month 
of August. We’ll resume morning and evening gatherings on Fall Kick-Off Sunday, 
September 9th. Questions? Contact Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org).
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, August 19
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
10:00 a.m. Parish Core Leader Training – Room 217

Monday, August 20
7:00 p.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor

Tuesday, August 21
6:00 p.m. Men’s Annual Steak Night – Off site: Pump Road Pavilion

Wednesday, August 22
6:30 p.m. Freedom Road – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.

Thursday, August 23
7:00 p.m. Worship Team Rehearsal – Sanctuary

Friday, August 24
10:00 a.m. Preschool Game Day – Room 103
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The past few years have been a season of growth and change for our congregation. 
Knowing this, we as a Session (the governing elders along with the called pastors of 
Third), want to hear from you, our church family. Do you have stories of encouragement to 
share? Or places of confusion or concern? Please reach out to us (info below) to talk with 
us directly. We look forward to speaking with you. 

Jimey Ames  . . . . . . . . . . 804-740-2906
Mike Armstrong  . . . . . . 804-437-3687
Allene Brown . . . . . . . . . .804-441-1668
Jeff Hassler . . . . . . . . . . . .571-344-0611
Fritz Kling . . . . . . . . . . . . 804-714-4066
Heidi Little . . . . . . . . . . . . .804-677-4121
Jennifer Parham  . . . . . . .804-218-5164
Stephen Piepgrass . . . . 804-503-6939

Ed Satterfield . . . . . . . . . 804-282-4645
David Skove. . . . . . . . . . .804-357-9421
Steve Tyler  . . . . . . . . . . . 804-240-6752
Corey Widmer  . . . . . . . 804-282-4645
Scott Ziegler  . . . . . . . . . 804-338-0984
 
Rick Hutton . . . . . . . . . . . . . on sabbatical 
Andrew Fuller  . . . . . abroad for summer

Contact Our Session



WELCOME TO THIRD

We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to learn more about 
our community. To get started, you can visit our website (thirdrva.org) and sign up for 
our ministry emails (thirdrva.org/signup). You can also pick up a copy of Third Press, 
our monthly newsletter, from around the church.

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD

If you ever need help on a Sunday morning, look for individuals wearing yellow name 
badges. They can help answer questions, find seats, and guide you around our building.

A Wiggle Room is available if you need to leave the service with your little one. You’ll be 
able to watch the service via streaming. The room is across the courtyard and to the left.

JOIN A PARISH GROUP COMMUNITY

We desire everyone at Third to be known, cared for, and encouraged as a disciple  
of Christ, and we do this through our Parish Groups. Whether you are new or not, you  
are invited to a Parish Group in your area this week. No qualifications, no homework,  
just come. We have a place set for you.

Parish Groups meet weekly to grow in our relationship with God, build authentic 
community, love our actual neighbors and bless our city. Learn more and find a group 
meeting near you at thirdrva.org/parish-life.

500 Forest Ave Richmond, VA 23229 | thirdrva.org | Twitter Facebook-Square Instagram @thirdrva | 804-282-4645 
Third Church is a member of the ECO denomination, a Covenant Order of Evangelical Presbyterians


