
 
September 25, 2016

Why Does God Allow Pain and Suffering?

This week, Corey preaches on why God allows pain and suffering, as we continue the Explore God series 
where 150 Richmond churches tackle some of the toughest questions of Christianity. 

READ
John 11:30-44

REFLECT
1. Corey began the sermon by articulating that this question has both a philosophical and an emotional 

manifestation. Corey characterized Ivan from Brothers Karamazov as feeling that “he wants nothing to do 
with a God who would allow a world like this.” Have you ever felt this way? 

2. How do you rationalize, either vocally or internally, the terrible suffering and acts of violence that you 
encounter in the world? 

3. Corey referenced John 9, illustrating Jesus’ claim that the karmic dichotomy where good people 
experience good events and bad people experience bad events is false and not based in Christianity. 

4. Corey said that if God were completely understandable, then He wouldn’t really be God; rather, He would 
be a human projection. What can you draw from this perspective? 

PRAY
+ Confess to God how often we trust devolve to our own personal understanding of suffering, citing either 

a lack of reason or unseen causes; how we trust our own rationale over His perspective. 
+ Thank God for addressing our suffering, throughout the entire narrative of scripture and with the atoning 

sacrifice of Jesus Christ. 
+ Pray for spiritual renewal and revival in our community.

PRACTICE
+ Corey translated “Emmanuel” as “God with us.” How could you put this name of God into daily practice?
+ Corey discussed some of the God given resources to help in our suffering: honest prayer, the presence of 

Jesus, and Christian community. How could you tap into these resources to shore up yourself or others in 
times of suffering? 

+  How might you incorporate this question and answer not only in your own spiritual life but as a tool to 
help others to understand the love of God and the true meaning of life? 


