
 
November 6, 2016
The Good Father

This week, we started a short series on generosity, pulling from the Gospel of Luke. 

READ
Luke 12: 22-34

REFLECT
1. Corey began the sermon by talking about the four distinct aspects of the early Christian community: 

integrity, sympathy, chastity, and generosity. Do you think those characteristics describe Christians in 
modernity, in Richmond? What are the differences? 

2. How have you experienced anxiety? Corey said Jesus calls us away from restless preoccupation with our 
financial and physical security. He said talked about financial advisors and the advertising industry 
convincing us that we are not okay; how does this anxiety relate to generosity? 

3. What anxieties are you suffering from? How might this sermon recalibrate your concerns about the 
election, about your financial future, about relational problems, professional concerns, and personal issues?

4. Corey highlighted Jesus as the ultimate model for generosity by pointing out that Jesus sacrificed 
everything so that we may be made rich. What does that sacrifice mean to you? 

PRAY
+ Confess to God how often we lose sight of the true motive for generosity, how we think of it in terms of 

guilt, duty, or pride while forgetting gratitude and joy. 
+ Thank God for being so generous with us. 
+ Pray for spiritual renewal and revival in our community.

PRACTICE
+ What perishable things might you be storing up instead of investing in the eternal treasures 

discussed in this passage? 
+ Collaborate with your spouse, a friend or something else about practices that could help you release 

some of the anxieties of the world. What can you do this week to ameliorate some of your concerns? 
+ How can you better imitate Christ’s sacrificial generosity as a family member, friend, co-worker, neighbor, 

and member of the Third Church community?
+ Corey said that Christians don’t give to get something, we “give because we’ve already been given 

everything in Christ.” How might you be able to escape the temptation to view generosity as a duty, a 
source of pride, or an identity and instead focus on it through a gratitude that flows from your heart? 


