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“And everyone who was willing and whose heart moved them, 
came and brought an offering to the Lord.”

Exodus 35:21



Dear Third Family,

In this famous passage from Isaiah, God addresses his people in a time of transition. They are 
in exile, wondering what will happen next. God first reminds them of what He has done for 
them in liberating them out of Egypt and bringing them through the Sea. But then He exhorts 
them not to dwell on the past, but to expect new and dynamic things that He will do in the 
years to come.

In some ways, we at Third Church find ourselves in a similar position. In past years we have 
weathered an economic crisis, navigated a denominational transfer, and celebrated the 
retirement of a beloved senior pastor and then called another. God has been so faithful to us, 
and there is much to celebrate. Even within the last 12 months, God has proven again and 
again to be a good and generous God to Third Church. 

Yet God now calls us to look ahead, to anticipate what new things He plans to do among us, 
within us, and through us. God is powerfully at work in the world to accomplish His redemptive 
purposes, and He invites us to be a part of it! 

This annual report is a tool to help us reflect on what is behind and anticipate what is to come.  
With it, we remember how faithful God has been and how extensively God has used the 
people and ministries of Third Church. Yet at the same time, we look ahead to all the ways 
God is inviting us to partner with Him in the coming year, as we make our financial and 
personal resources available to Him.  

I am excited to be on this journey with you, Third Family. God is doing a new thing; do you 
not perceive it?

Yours in Christ,

Corey Widmer

“Thus says the Lord, who makes a way in the sea, a path in the mighty waters, 
who brings forth chariot and horse, army and warrior; they lie down, they 
cannot rise, they are extinguished, quenched like a wick: ‘Remember not the 
former things, nor consider the things of old. Behold, I am doing a new thing; 
Now it springs forth, do you not perceive it?’”
   Isaiah 43:16-19

A WAY THROUGH THE SEA
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A SNAPSHOT OF OUR YEAR TOGETHER

What is this report? This document is, above all else, our opportunity to remember how the Lord 
has been faithful to us. The Lord instructed the Israelites to remember how they were delivered from  
slavery, as we too must remember how God has led us, worked among us, and bestowed his presence 
here. This is our record of how God has used Third Church to bring his shalom to Metro Richmond and 
beyond.

This document is not exhaustive or comprehensive, but a small reminder that our Heavenly Father has 
sent his Spirit to dwell among us, work through us, and proclaim his good news. 

a Year of transformation. 2015 has been a year of movement, unification, and community. 
We’ve welcomed new leadership, grown our community, and committed to worship alongside one 
another. And this is just the beginning. 

as of october 5, 2015, We’ve seen:

 
Growth in weekly 

attendence
New Covenant 

Members
Babies born

Baptisms Marriages in 
the Sanctuary

Visitors  
welcomed

coreY’s arrival at the beginning of 2015 as the Lead Pastor of Third Church 
signified more than just a start of a new year for Third Church. Corey, along with his 
wife Sarah and their four daughters, has brought a renewed energy and vision for 
who Third is and where we will go together. Corey’s presence has been one of both 
encouragement and challenge, asking us where God is calling, and how we will 
answer.

19% 35 10

17 14 1050
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FAMILY MINISTRY

the tru curriculum. Our Sunday School 
curriculum, the Tru Curriculum, is on its second 
year, and is serving to bring families together 
in spiritual formation. The program is a holistic 
approach to children’s discipleship and relies on 
parents to explore the scriptures with their kids, 
guiding their study of the word together. 

Through this approach, the curriculum has spilled 
out into the lives of the families it touches, fostering 
rich conversations and growth for children and 
their parents alike. 

“The Take-home pages from The Tru curriculum 
have given us some sTrucTure To work from in our 
bedTime devoTional during The week, as well as a 
sTarTing poinT for sunday lunch conversaTion.

i really appreciaTe ThaT Third’s children’s minisTry 
sTaff and volunTeers see Themselves as supporTers 
of parenTs who are The primary influencers and 
Teachers of Their children...This reminds us of The 
high calling of parenTs To ensure ThaT our kids 
have all The Tools, info, and Training They need To 
seek chrisT and Take hold of The promises god has 
made To Them.” 
      - Jeff & Lyric HassLer, parents 

99 25 60%+
Kids 

attended
Scholarships 

given
Of kids who attended were 

unaffiliated with Third

SPORTS SKILLS CAMP
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vacation bible school. Always a highlight for the children and families at Third, VBS this year surpassed 
all expectations. From the beginning, the VBS team knew this summer would be different. Once they initial-
ly met to discuss the curriculum, the team felt burdened that the chosen curriculum was not grounded in our 
shared heart: to introduce the children to Jesus Christ is a real way. 

So, together, the team decided to write their own. And thus through the committed volunteers and the presence 
of the Holy Spirit, Mission: Possible was born – an interactive, exciting curriculum that was used as a powerful 
opportunity for our kids to personally meet Jesus. 

The work didn’t stop there. The curriculum was then shared with STEP and with the VBS camps led in Haiti. The 
Lord was clear in his plan for this ministry, and we’re grateful for leaders who followed his call. 

FAMILY MINISTRY

Kids attended VBS

253
Volunteers at VBS

157

Total amount of money raised for the destroyed  
Aleppo Church in Syria, led by the efforts of  
the VBS children.

$9,973.35
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STUDENT MINISTRY
our Year together. This year’s youth ministry has been marked equally by leadership and service. We’ve witnessed 
students grow into roles of mentorship, graduates return to disciple others, and everyone rally around serving our 
community and the world. As the youth group grows, their maturity and wisdom does as well. 

We were also very grateful to welcome Andrea Woie back to her role as Student Ministry Associate. After a long 
search, it’s clear that God wanted Andrea to continue her work and service with these students.

“Third student ministry has not 
only allowed me to meet my best 
friends, but has connected me to a 
strong faith -based community of 
both peers and adults with whom 
I can openly learn, support, and 
be supported by.”
       Carly Hayes,  
       Senior at Collegiate

“The Student Ministry at Third 
has been an invaluable partner to 
our family in raising our kids to 
love and serve God.  The element 
of Third’s Student Ministry 
that has had the most profound 
impact on the faith walk of 
my kids has been the focus on 
relationship...the investment of 
Rick, Andrea and the amazing 
teachers and small group leaders, 
who not only teach and lead, but 
know and love my kids.” 
            Karen Hayes

“My daughter made a formal 
confession of faith in Christ at the 
youth retreat this past year. She will 
freely admit that she’s a changed 
young woman as a result of her 
new relationship to God. She’s also 
reaching out to her unchurched 
friends and has invited them to 
youth group with her. Here they 
are finding fun and Christ together.  
None of this would have been 
possible without a strong student 
ministry and youth staff.” 
             Scott Cox

Students attended
the Leadership 

Conference

11
Average number of 
volunteer leaders  

each week

30
Number of student 
volunteer leaders

7
Number of cans of 

shaving cream used in 
the Gillette Games

150+
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1,944
Cups of coffee served 

during the new 10 a.m. 
Fellowship Hour

Conversations had over  
cups of coffee in the 

 Fellowship Hour
&

At least

WORSHIP & FELLOWSHIP
unified Worship. Perhaps one of the most significant milestones of 2015, the unification of our worship 
services has strengthened our community as we have listened to one another, learned from one another, 
and committed to worshiping alongside one another. Now, we worship together in unity and with a 
renewed sense of hospitality toward each other and all our visitors.  This change continues to bear fruit as 
we see the growth of our worship team, with more musicians playing more instruments than ever before. 

30+
Number of different 
instruments used in 
the Sanctuary since 

unified worship 
services began

20+
New worship 

musicians since  
the Spring

Multiple generAtions singing together in the choir
6th 

Grade
80s  

and up
• • • • • •

“i ThoughT of The TruTh ThaT we are one 
body in chrisT and musT make way for one 
anoTher in love and in worship. i feel ThaT 
i was called To This church ... TogeTher, 
we will build new TradiTions and esTablish a 
kingdom culTure.”  barbara saTTerfield

48%
Growth in choir 

members 
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Women’s ministrY. With each passing year, the women’s ministry deepens as women gather to explore 
the true calling God has for them.  The past year has been been particularly focused on sharing our lives 
authentically, which God has used to help us be honest and real with one another.

170
Women attended 
the Spring luncheon

160
Women attended 
the Summer study on 
the book Keep It Shut

men’s ministrY. This ministry continues to be a place where men can enjoy life together and relationships 
can deepen. Over the past year, men have connected over steak, golfing, discipleship classes, and many 
more outings and events that have proved to bear community and growth for the men of Third Church. 

70 
Men ate steak at the 
Annual Steak Night

1
Drone used to capture 
a photo of the group

$4,840
Amount raised for 

Gertrude’s Orphanage at 
the Second Annual  
Sam Jackson Golf 

Tournament 

Kickoff 
Sunday { 210+ 50+8

Adults attended 
Sunday School

Adults volunteered to 
serve in Sunday School

Sunday School  
classes offered

{

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP & COMMUNITY

training disciples Adult discipleship has been a cornerstone of the Third Church community, and this year 
was no different. Adults, men and women alike, sought after God’s heart through classes, community events, 
and shared meals together. 
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OUTWARDLY FOCUSED

“Learn to do right; seek justice.
    Defend the oppressed.
Take up the cause of the fatherless;
    plead the case of the widow.”
     - Isaiah 1:17

Third Church’s commitment to missions is nothing new. Historically, 

we’ve devoted 30% of our annual budget to support 
70 mission partners around the world. 

The stories you’ll find here are only a tiny snapshot of the 
work that’s been done on behalf of these partners this past 
year. We rejoice in God’s faithfulness to all our missions partners, this 
year and in the years to come. 

totAl AMount dedicAted to our Missions 
And MinistrY pArtners in the 2015 Budget:

$768,198
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OUTWARDLY FOCUSED
As a body, Third Church has identified priorities that direct our missions budget, planning and 
strategy. This past year, these priorities can be summed up in three themes that emerged based on 
where God has led us amongst the current events and crises happening around the world.  

• An international focus on the persecuted church and displaced peoples

• A domestic focus on community development 

• A domestic focus on care for internationals and displaced peoples among us

cAring for the persecuted church And displAced peoples

Refugee & IDP Fund. Outreach Foundation has also exposed us to a most pressing crisis in the Middle East: the 
crisis of refugees and internally displaced people. Outreach has offered Third direct access to the churches and groups 
on the ground who are providing food, water, medicine, and comfort to those who are wandering in unknown lands.

Together with the Outreach Foundation, the Third family felt called to put together a special fund to support refugees 
and internally displaced persons who have been impacted by the ravages of war in Syria and Iraq.

In just three weeks, the Third family raised: 

$63,261
To be sent to our partners on the ground  

in the Middle East

The Outreach Foundation partners with Third Church to connect our church family with ministries around the world. 
In the past year alone, our partnership has enabled homes to be built in Haiti, hot and healthy meals to be provided for 
children at Gertrude’s Orphanage, and a bombed Presbyterian church in Syria to be restored.
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OUTWARDLY FOCUSED

missionarY profile
name: GeorGe (not His reaL name) 

stats: WorkinG in tHe middLe east WitH refuGees 
and dispLaced persons due to tHe rise of tHe isLamic 
state. 

Quote: “On our very first day in country on a 
visit to a refugee camp, the medical director of the 
camp — a Sunni Muslim Kurdish man — told us how 
he stopped praying his Islamic prayers because 
of what he saw in ISIS activity and behavior. He 
said to me, ‘All I see in Islam is darkness, death 
and destruction. And here you foreigners come 
from around the world to help and serve us! You, 
American Christians, have come to serve us, not 
wanting anything in return. You are showing us the 
love that Jesus taught about.  I want to be like [one 
of] you...can I be one of you?’ He gave his heart to 
Jesus right then and there and opened up the whole 
refugee camp for us to minister in and he would be 
our ‘covering’.“

Missions Partners. We’re priviledged to support and walk alongside missionaries and 
individuals in the field, risking safety and comfort to reach people for Christ. Oftentimes, 
we cannot share specifics about their work since it is simply too dangerous, but that’s all the 
more reason for our prayers and support for these lights in dark places. 

missionarY profile
name: andreW f. 

stats: internationaL director of WorLd Horizons

Quote: “One of the ministries that World Horizons 
has developed over the last fifteen years is the Anura 
School in Niamey, Niger, West Africa. The school 
currently provides a Christian education to 380 
K through 6th grade kids, 98% of whom are from 
Muslim families.

In January this year, serious riots broke out against 
the small Christian community in Niamey, Niger, in 
the aftermath of the Charlie Hebdo murders in Paris. 
The riots were actually directed against the President 
of Niger for attending a rally in Paris against Islamist 
violence, however the school and churches across 
the city were victims. The school was ransacked and 
burned; however, with the help of many supporters 
including Third Church, significant and rapid 
renovation work enabled the school to reopen after 
only five weeks. The school year was able to conclude 
in June with a Bible week at which the gospel was 
presented to the students and to many of the parents.”

[ [
“A light shines in the dArkness And  
the dArkness hAs not overcome it.” 

John 1:5
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coMMunitY developMent in Metro richMond AreA

OUTWARDLY FOCUSED

“Through Third’s generosity, we have been able to continuing pursuing shalom in the Church Hill 
neighborhood, specifically through affordable housing. 

“Urban Hope tenants are beloved by God. They possess all the elements of sons and daughters made in God’s 
image, and whether it’s through becoming long-term stakeholders in the community through homeownership, or 
having access to renting with dignity, your support makes Third Church participants in their gospel story. 

“Beyond affordable housing, our tenants also engage in intentional relationships with their Urban 
Neighbors. Third’s support this year allowed us to bring on our first committed Urban Neighbors 
who live in a market-rate Urban Hope rental just steps away from our newest residents. Urban Neighbors commit 
to living out the gospel through providing practical and spiritual support to their neighbors. Through sharing meals 
together or lending a lawn mower to cut the grass, they share life with our tenants, seeking out ways to model the 
faithful relationships seen throughout the early church.“
      Shekinah Mitchell, Urban Hope

“The impacT of The Third family over The years is 
incalculable.  Third is sTep’s sTrongesT financial supporTer, 
enabling us To conTinue To minisTer To The needs of The 
residenTs in gilpin courT, The norThside, and The ciTy aT large.  
iT’s Through The vision and energy of Third’s people ThaT sTep’s 
vbs was launched and over 900 kids have since learned abouT 
Jesus and his love for Them. iT’s Through The Time and energy 
of sainTs aT Third ThaT children in gilpin courT are becoming 
sTrong readers aT The vicTory reading program and Their 
parenTs are succeeding in The markeTplace Through Jobs for life.  
and iT is by The prayers of god’s people ThaT sTep’s minisTries 
are made effecTive, and Through These prayers sTep sTaff find The 
abiliTy To press on.”
   tim coLe, step

“we conTinue To grow and reach 
more youTh in The easT end of 
richmond (around 200 on a 
weekly basis across all branches). 
we are deepening our invesTmenT 
in each youTh, as well as building 
sTronger rapporT wiTh families. 
we are reTaining more sTaff, and 
enhancing our infrasTrucTure in 
order To be susTainable.“
  murray WitHroW, cHat
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cAre for internAtionAls & displAced AMong us

OUTWARDLY FOCUSED

Conversation Partners. On Wednesday evenings, 
Third volunteers meet to talk with friends who 
desire to learn English. The simple act of intentional 
conversation has not only forged sweet friendships, 
but brought more brothers and sisters to Christ in the 
process.

“for me, HavinG carrie to be my conversation partner is a 
best Gift  i Have ever Had! We are more Good friends tHan 
LanGuaGe partner. i Learn a Lot from Her about tHe attitude 
toWards famiLy, kids, Work and Life. meetinG every Week for 
LuncH is not easy for Her, a career Lady, but We made it. i 
appreciate our Genuine communication more by Heart tHan 
in LanGuaGe aLtHouGH LanGuaGe practice HeLps me a Lot WitH 
fLuency in enGLisH. GettinG invoLved into american famiLy 
to Learn more about american famiLy cuLture and GettinG to 
knoW different peopLe, observinG HoW peopLe treat eacH otHer 
WitH respect and support eacH otHer WitH Love, communicate 
WitH eacH otHer WitH care is best Lesson and Good experience. 
We kept aLL tHat in your Head and brouGHt aLL back Home. i am 
GratefuL for my friend openinG anotHer door for me, LettinG 
LiGHt sHined on me from tHe otHer end of tHe eartH.” 
                              WantinG, a conversation partner 

Christian Arabic Church. The Christian Arabic Church holds their Sunday services in the Sanctuary every week. 
Then, on Wednesday nights, the Church gathers back together to attend tutoring sessions and ESL classes supported 
by our Third family. 

“[tHe time tHat tHird Has] invested in tHese 
cHiLdren and famiLies, forGinG reLationsHips 
and Just carinG for tHem, Has meant so very 
mucH to tHe arabic-speakinG conGreGation. 
by LovinG on tHeir cHiLdren, offerinG HeLp WitH 
tHeir scHooLWork, We Have made tHem feeL more 
WeLcome and HopefuL as tHey Learn tHeir Way in 
tHis neW Life. tHey are aLWays teLLinG me HoW 
GratefuL tHey are for tHe HeLp.”
                             andi redmond

30+ Backpacks collected for 
the Arabic students

“tHank you so mucH for tHis, you sHouLd Have seen HoW Happy tHe 
cHiLdren Were, speciaLLy tHose WHo Just came. i knoW it Was aLso a 
reLief for many famiLies WHo couLdn't afford to buy neW backpacks for 
tHeir cHiLdren. We are GratefuL to you, your team and everyone WHo 
donated.”
                           fakHri yacoub, pastor of cac

STUDENT PROFILE 

Name: Sara Ayed

Started in tutoring program in 8th grade and her English was good but 
not fluent. By the time she graduated from Freeman High School, she had 
earned a full scholarship to VCU for biomedical engineering. 

Now, Sara is in med school! 
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2016: A looK AheAd
As we enter the new year, we see God already on the move. He has 
prepared the way, and we are ready and eager to follow. Together, we 
are seeking his hand’s leading in our ministries, in our finances, in our 
growth, and in our community. 

This past year, 8 new staff members have joined 
the team at Third. We celebrate their arrival—
comprised of both volunteer and full-time staff 
—as they help the church reach more people, 
support our ministries to be more efficient, and 
bring insight, skills, and excitement for the next 
chapter of Third Church.

In the coming months, we’ll also be hiring a full-
time Missions Pastor. The Missions Pastor will  
lead our partnerships with missions and service 
organizations, but also oversee and steward the 
Missions Budget. To have a dedicated resource, 
leading the strategy, vision, and sustaining of our 
missions program, will be absolutely invaluable. 

8
new stAff hired in 2015

1
Missions pAstor to hire

whAt’s next.

Jobs For Life
Restoring dignity. Changing lives. Transforming communities. 

While a vast majority of churches aid in food assistance 
programs, only 2% actually support programs to 
combat joblessness. 

In 2016 we’ll host our first own class of Jobs For Life 
Champions and students. Our volunteer Champions 
walk beside job seekers, and through the power of 
relationship, discipline, and seeking God’s design for 
work, everyone involved is transformed. Students find 
work and dignity, and Champions humbly learn to 
receive God’s grace through serving. 

$36,300
Amount of increased 

spending for international 
missions partners

in 2016
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here is our chAllenge.

To send greater support to our international missions partners. Relying heavily on Christ’s leading, we’re 
stretching ourselves to give greater support to our International Missions Partners who are seeking to reach those 
who’ve never heard of Jesus Christ. Our heart is with the unreached, and with the displaced and the refugees. Now 
we are called to give more of our selves, our finances, and our prayers to reaching the unreached across the globe.  

To take on new ministry initiatives. Aside from deepening our commitment to international missions partners, 
we’re also kicking off new initiatives with our local community. 

+ We’ll start a Jobs for Life class beginning in January, where we’ll host a class of students and  
   Champions on our church grounds every week, meeting together and discerning God’s heart  
   for work and discipline. 

+ Our family ministry is planning to begin a new ministry reaching families of children with autism  
   spectrum disorders as well as ADHD. 

+ We’ll begin the search to bring on a new church planter-in-residence who will begin training for  
   a future church plant in metro Richmond.

To sustain the church’s ministries and growth with adequate staff. In 2015, our budget for staffing was 
at 48% of budgeted expenses, in line with national averages, and at the lower end of churches our respective size 
and demographic. Over the past year, we’ve filled long-sought vacancies, and added three volunteer positions: two 
Parish Associates and a Director of Arts and Cultural Engagement, who support our ministries in new and needed 
ways. 

For 2016, our allowance for staffing allocation will remain at 48%. The addition of these skill sets, perspectives, and 
giftings have helped the church work with efficiency, effectiveness, balance, and renewed strategy and vision. We 
are grateful! 

“Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant nor to put 
their hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to put their hope in God, who richly 
provides us with everything for our enjoyment. Command them to do good, to be rich 
in good deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay up 
treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so that they may take 
hold of the life that is truly life.”
       1 timothy 6:17-19

The 2016 Budget will be finalized in December of this year. For a copy, please contact the Church Office. 
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Our challenge now is to meet the call set before us. We remember God’s faithfulness this 
past year, and the many years before, and we look forward to this next year. Please be in 
prayer for the Lord leading as to how you will support Third’s ministry in 2016. Our prayer 
is that each gift—no matter the size—will sustain and increase Third’s ministry and mission. 

God invited those with willing hearts to build his tabernacle, and now we are called to 
build his kingdom here on earth. Please join us in this journey. 
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