
GATHERING

“FROM THE DE P THS I C RY UNTO THE E” (JOHANN PAC HE LBE L)

PRE PAR ATION FOR WORSHIP | FROM HABAKKUK 2:20

 › The LORD is in his holy temple;
 » Let all the earth be silent before him.

C ALL TO WORSHIP | FROM PSAL M 115

 › Not to us, O LORD, not to us, but to your name give glory,
 » For the sake of your steadfast love and mercy!
 › The idols of the people are silver and gold,  

the work of human hands. 
They have mouths, but do not speak; eyes, but do not see. 
They have ears, but do not hear; feet, but do not walk. 

 » Those who make them become like them; 
so do all who trust in them.

 › But we trust in the LORD; he is our help and our shield!
 » We will bless the LORD  

from this time forth and forevermore. 
Praise the LORD!

PR AYE R OF ADOR ATION

“IMMORTAL , INVISIBLE , GOD ONLY WISE”

Immortal, invisible, God only wise, 
In light inaccessible hid from our eyes, 
Most blessed, most glorious, the Ancient of Days, 
Almighty, victorious, thy great name we praise.

Unresting, unhasting, and silent as light, 
Nor wanting, nor wasting, thou rulest in might; 
Thy justice like mountains high soaring above, 
Thy clouds which are fountains of goodness and love.

To all life thou givest, to both great and small; 
In all life thou livest, the true life of all; 
We blossom and flourish like leaves on the tree, 
Then wither and perish, but naught changeth thee.

Thou reignest in glory, thou rulest in light, 
Thine angels adore thee, all veiling their sight; 
All praise we would render; O help us to see 
’Tis only the splendor of light hideth thee!

“GOOD, GOOD FATHE R”

 » Sing refrain: 
You’re a good, good Father. 
It’s who you are, it’s who you are, it’s who you are, 
And I’m loved by you. 
It’s who I am, it’s who I am, it’s who I am.

 › Taste and see that the LORD is good; 
blessed is the one who takes refuge in him. 
Fear the LORD, you his holy people, 
for those who fear him lack nothing. 
The righteous cry out, and the LORD hears them; 
he delivers them from all their troubles. 
The LORD is close to the brokenhearted 
and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 
PSAL M 34:8–9,17–18

 » (Sing refrain)

 › “Come, all you who are thirsty, 
come to the waters; 
and you who have no money, 
come, buy and eat! 
Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without cost. 
Why spend money on what is not bread, 
and your labor on what does not satisfy? 
Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, 
and you will delight in the richest of fare. 
Give ear and come to me; 
listen, that you may live.” 
ISAIAH 55:1–3

 » (Sing refrain)

 › “Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor 
or spin. Yet I tell you, not even Solomon in all his splendor 
was dressed like one of these. If that is how God clothes 
the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is 
thrown into the fire, how much more will he clothe you—you 
of little faith! And do not set your heart on what you will 
eat or drink; do not worry about it. For the pagan world 
runs after all such things, and your Father knows that you 
need them. But seek his kingdom, and these things will 
be given to you as well. Do not be afraid, little flock, for 
your Father has been pleased to give you the kingdom.” 
LUKE 12:27–32

 » (Sing refrain)

CONNEC T TO TODAY’S ONLINE WORSHIP GUIDE: THIRDRVA .ORG/THIS-SUNDAY

Here we post current prayer concerns of those with health needs and those in need of comfort, the full scriptural text  
for today’s service, a link to give online, and important announcements about the life of our church. 

THIRD CHURCH SUNDAY, MARCH 7, 2021



CONFESSING

PR AYE R OF CONFESSION | FROM PSAL M 79:9

 › Help us, O God of our salvation,  
for the glory of your name,

 » Deliver us, and forgive our sins  
for your name's sake.

SILE NT CONFESSION

The Lord is steadfast, merciful, and slow to anger. He extends his 
mercy to us and receives us as we are. Let’s bring our confessions 
to the Lord silently.

WORDS OF COMFORT

 › May the light of Christ, rising in glory, 
banish all darkness from your hearts and minds, 
forgive you your sins, grant you the joy of his kingdom, 
and raise you to new and everlasting life.

 » Amen.

GRE E TING OF PE AC E

As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through 
Christ, pass the peace of Christ to one another as you’re able.

THANKSGIVING  

OUR OFFE RINGS | FROM 1 C HRONIC LES 29:14

 › Lord, who are we that we are able to give so generously?
 » For all things come from you and what we now offer 

is already yours.

Please be praying for our mission partner Young Life, as they build 
relationships with high school students all over the Richmond 
metro area to introduce them to Jesus Christ and help them grow 
in following him.

OFFE RTORY | “ THE GRE ATEST COMM ANDME NT”

Love the Lord your God 
With all your heart and soul and mind, 
And love your neighbor as yourself.

Let us be known, let us be known 
By the way we love. 
Let us be known, let us be known 
By the way we love.

Love, love, love. 
The greatest commandment is love, love, love.  
The greatest commandment is love, love, love.  
The greatest commandment is love.

Want to make a gift this morning? You can drop it in the basket 
in the Commons or give online at thirdrva.org/give.

DOXOLOGY

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below;  
Praise him above, ye heavenly host:  
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.

PROCLAIMING  

SC RIP TURE RE ADING | GAL ATIANS 5:22–23; LUKE 6:27–31

Read along in your Bible or the online guide for this Sunday at 
thirdrva.org/this-sunday.

SE R MON | “GOODNESS IN A T IME OF BROKE NNESS”



RESPONDING  

THE APOSTLES’ C RE E D

 › Christians, what do you believe?
 » I believe in God the Father Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  
and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord; 
 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
 born of the virgin Mary,  
 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
 was crucified, dead, and buried; 
 he descended into hell;  
 the third day he rose again from the dead; 
 he ascended into heaven, and sits  
 at the right hand of God the Father Almighty; 
 from there he shall come  
 to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit;  
the holy catholic church;  
the communion of saints;  
the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body;  
and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

C E LE BR ATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPE R

 › Lift up your hearts!
 » We lift them up to the Lord. 
 › Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 » It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

 › Holy and merciful God, our Father, you have made us  
in your image and for yourself. You have made this good 
world for us to tend and to enjoy. God, our Father, 

 » Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

 › You sought your ancient people when they strayed from 
you. You freed them from the oppressor and brought them 
home. God, our Father, 

 » Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

 › You have sent your Son to bring us home to you. 
By his Incarnation–

 » You have found us.
 › By his Death–
 » You have forgiven us.
 › By his Resurrection–
 » You have freed us. 
 › God, our Father, 
 » Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

 › In union with Jesus Christ of Nazareth, our Great High 
Priest, and with all who worship you, both in heaven and 
on earth, we offer you our praise, singing:

 » Holy, holy, holy Lord,  
God of pow’r and might, 
Heav’n and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest!  
Blessed is he, blessed is he  
Who comes in the name of the Lord.  
Hosanna in the highest.

PR AYE R OF CONSEC R ATION

 › Holy and merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy 
Spirit on our bread and wine, that they may be for us the 
body and blood of Christ, and on your people, that we 
may be the body of Christ, reconciled to you and to each 
other by his blood. By your Holy Spirit make us—

 » One with Christ, one with each other, and one in 
mission to all the world,

 › Until Christ shall come in final victory and we feast 
together at his heavenly banquet. We cry, 

 » Maranatha! Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come. Amen!

The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two 
sacraments we celebrate (the other is baptism). It’s one of 
the most important things we do when we gather together, 
because the bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus 
has done for us on the cross. When we come forward to 
receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through 
the Holy Spirit, extending his grace and forgiveness to us. 
We welcome anyone to the table who is willing to forsake 
their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for salvation. If you are not 
able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this time to 
meditate on one of the following prayers:

PR AYE R OF THOSE SE ARC HING FOR TRUTH

“Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. 
Help me to be undaunted by the cost of following you as I 
consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, 
please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who 
you are. Lead me into the light and life you promise. Amen.”

PR AYE R OF BE LIE F

“Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful 
than I ever dared admit, but through you I am more loved 
and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying 
my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer 
me complete acceptance. Knowing that you have been raised 
from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior 
and Lord. Amen.”

Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church



WORDS OF INSTITUTION | FROM 1 CORINTHIANS 11:23–26

 › “The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took 
bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it 
and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in 
remembrance of me.’ In the same way, after supper he 
took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in  
my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance 
of me.’ For whenever you eat this bread and drink this  
cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

As we take the elements together, spend a few moments 
meditating on the mercy of God given to us in Jesus’ death  
and resurrection. Praise and thank God for his gift of love  
that binds us together in unity through Jesus’ sacrifice!

THE LORD’S PR AYE R

 » Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy 
name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the 
glory for ever. Amen.

SENDING  

“ WE ARE NOT OVE RCOME”

Flesh will fail, and bones will break;  
Thieves will steal, the earth will shake. 
Night will fall, the light will fade;  
The Lord will give and take away.

Put no trust in the earth,  
In the sod you stand upon. 
Flowers fade into dust;  
The Lord will make a place for us.

Because of his great love,  
We are not overcome! 
Because of his great love,  
We are not overcome!

Offer up your shoes and shirt;  
Turn your cheek! Turn your cheek! 
Bear the yoke of love and death;  
The Lord will give all life and breath.

COMMISSION AND BE NE DIC TION | E PHESIANS 2:8–10

 › For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this 
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of 
works, so that no one may boast.

 » For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus 
for good works, which God prepared beforehand, 
that we should walk in them.

“ALL GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH” (MIC HAE L BURKHARDT)

We rejoice in the birth of Caroline Grace Copeland born on February 23 to Scott and Sarah Copeland and big sister Ann Douglas. 
They are part of the Three Chopt parish area. Please join us in praying for this family! 
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Words: Walter C. Smith, 1867, alt., P.D.
Music (ST. DENIO 11.11.11.11): Welsh, in J. Roberts' Caniadau y Cyssegr, 1839, P.D.

Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise
579 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise

Words: Walter C. Smith, 1867, alt., P.D.
Music (ST. DENIO 11.11.11.11): Welsh, in J. Roberts’ Caniadau y Cyssegr, 1839, P.D.

IMMORTAL, INVISIBLE, GOD ONLY WISE
“LIF T UP YOUR HE ARTS” HYMNAL #579
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- -his great love, we are not o ver come!

  

From	Lamentations	3;	Words	&	Music:	Isaac	Wardell	&	Robert	Heiskell	©2011	Bifrost	Arts
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- - - -Be cause of his great love, we are not o ver come! Be cause of

Refrain	(sing	after	verses	2	&	3)

     

          
 

- -his great love, we are not o ver come!
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