
Luke 9:51-62 

 Christian Commitment is  

Serious Stuff 



Luke 9:51-62 

• 51 As the time approached for him to be taken up to 
heaven, Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem.  

• 52 And he sent messengers on ahead, who went into 
a Samaritan village to get things ready for him;  

• 53 but the people there did not welcome him, because 
he was heading for Jerusalem.  

• 54 When the disciples James and John saw this, they 
asked, ‘Lord, do you want us to call fire down from 
heaven to destroy them?’  

• 55 But Jesus turned and rebuked them.  

• 56 Then he and his disciples went to another village. 



Luke 9:51-62  

• 57 As they were walking along the road, a man said to 
him, ‘I will follow you wherever you go.’ 

• 58 Jesus replied, ‘Foxes have dens and birds have 
nests, but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay his 
head.’ 

• 59 He said to another man, ‘Follow me.’ 

• But he replied, ‘Lord, first let me go and bury my 
father.’ 

• 60 Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their own 
dead, but you go and proclaim the kingdom of God.’ 

• 61 Still another said, ‘I will follow you, Lord; but first let 
me go back and say goodbye to my family.’ 

• 62 Jesus replied, ‘No one who puts a hand to the 
plough and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom 
of God.’ 
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Luke 9:21-26 
• 21 Jesus strictly warned them not to tell this to 

anyone. 22 And he said, ‘The Son of Man must suffer 
many things and be rejected by the elders, the chief 
priests and the teachers of the law, and he must be killed 
and on the third day be raised to life.’ 

• 23 Then he said to them all: ‘Whoever wants to be my 
disciple must deny themselves and take up their cross 
daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save their 
life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me will 
save it.25 What good is it for someone to gain the whole 
world, and yet lose or forfeit their very self? 26 Whoever 
is ashamed of me and my words, the Son of Man will be 
ashamed of them when he comes in his glory and in the 
glory of the Father and of the holy angels. 



Luke 9:44-45 

• 44 ‘Listen carefully to what I am about to 

tell you: the Son of Man is going to be 

delivered into the hands of men.’ 45 But 

they did not understand what this meant. It 

was hidden from them, so that they did not 

grasp it, and they were afraid to ask him 

about it.  



From Gill’s Commentary 
Luke 9:51 

 

• He STEADFASTLY set his face to go to Jerusalem;  

• or "STRENGTHENED HIS FACE", as the Vulgate Latin and Ethiopic 
versions;  

• SET HIS FACE LIKE A FLINT, as in Isaiah 1:7 denoting boldness, courage, 
constancy and firmness of mind 

• "HE PREPARED HIS FACE", as the Syriac;  

• or "TURNED HIS FACE", as the Arabic, he looked that way, and set 
forward;  

• or as the Persian version renders it, "HE MADE A FIRM PURPOSE", he 
resolved upon it, and was determined to go to Jerusalem, his time being up 
in Galilee;  

• and though he knew what he was to meet with and endure; 
that he should bear the sins of his people, the curse of the 
law, and wrath of God; that he should have many enemies, 
men and devils to grapple with, and undergo a painful, 
shameful, and accursed death; yet none of these things 
moved him, he was resolutely bent on going thither, and 
accordingly prepared for his journey;  



Isaiah 50:6-8  

• 6 I gave My back to those who strike Me, And 

My cheeks to those who pluck out the beard; I 

did not cover My face from humiliation and 

spitting. 7 For the Lord GOD helps Me, 

Therefore, I am not disgraced; Therefore, I have 

set My face like flint, And I know that I will not be 

ashamed. 8 He who vindicates Me is near; Who 

will contend with Me? Let us stand up to each 

other; Who has a case against Me? Let him 

draw near to Me.… 



Samaritans 
- Living in region of Israel north of Jerusalem and 

south of Galilee, capital: Samaria – area today known 
as the West Bank  

- A monotheist people who believe that only the 
Pentateuch is God’s word 

- Believe descended from the tribes of Ephraim and 
Manasseh 

- Difference stems from the time of Eli the priest and 
events that ultimately led to the separation of 
kingdoms  

- Not exiled to Babylon and mixed with non-Jews 
settled in region. 

- Believe temple to be not in Jerusalem but Gerizim 

- Despised by the Jews 

- Survive today as small communities in Nablus and 
Holon suburb of Tel Aviv. 



Jesus and the Samaritan Woman – Jn 4 
- 19 The woman said to him, “Sir, I perceive that you are a 

prophet. 20 Our fathers worshiped on this mountain, but 
you say that in Jerusalem is the place where people 
ought to worship.” 21 Jesus said to her, “Woman, believe 
me, the hour is coming when neither on this mountain 
nor in Jerusalem will you worship the Father. 22 You 
worship what you do not know; we worship what we 
know, for salvation is from the Jews. 23 But the hour is 
coming, and is now here, when the true worshipers will 
worship the Father in spirit and truth, for the Father is 
seeking such people to worship him. 24 God is spirit, 
and those who worship him must worship in spirit and 
truth.” 25 The woman said to him, “I know that Messiah 
is coming (he who is called Christ). When he comes, he 
will tell us all things.” 26 Jesus said to her, “I who speak 
to you am he.”  
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THREE JUSTAPOSITIONS 
FIRST MAN I WILL FOLLOW YOU 

WHEREVER YOU GO 

FOXES HAVE DENS AND 
BIRDS HAVE NESTS, BUT 
THE SON OF MAN HAS 
NOWHERE TO LAY HIS 
HEAD. 

SECOND 
MAN 

FOLLOW ME 

LORD, FIRST LET ME GO 
AND BURY MY FATHER 

LET THE DEAD BURY 
THEIR OWN DEAD, BUT 
YOU GO AND PROCLAIM 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD. 

THIRD MAN I WILL FOLLOW YOU, 
LORD; BUT FIRST LET ME 
GO BACK AND SAY 
GOODBYE TO MY FAMILY. 

NO ONE WHO PUTS A 
HAND TO THE PLOUGH 
AND LOOKS BACK IS FIT 
FOR SERVICE IN THE 
KINGDOM OF GOD  









SO WHAT DOES IT MEAN TO 
YOU TO FOLLOW? 


