
The Yeast of the Pharisees 
 

Luke 12:1-3 



Luke 12: 1-3 

 Meanwhile, when a crowd of many thousands 
had gathered, so that they were trampling on 
one another, Jesus began to speak first to his 
disciples, saying: “Be on your guard against 
the yeast of the Pharisees, which is hypocrisy. 
There is nothing concealed that will not be 
disclosed, or hidden that will not be made 
known. What you have said in the dark will be 
heard in the daylight, and what you have 
whispered in the ear in the inner rooms will 
be proclaimed from the roofs. 



Parallel Passage – Matthew 16:5-12 

When they went across the lake, the disciples forgot to take bread. “Be 
careful,” Jesus said to them. “Be on your guard against the yeast of the  
Pharisees and Sadducees.” 
They discussed this among themselves and said, “It is because we didn’t  
bring any bread.” 
Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked, “You of little faith, why are you  
talking among yourselves about having no bread? Do you still not  
understand? 
Don’t you remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many  
basketfuls you gathered? Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and  
how many basketfuls you gathered? How is it you don’t understand that I  
was not talking to you about bread? But be on your guard against the yeast  
of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” Then they understood that he was not  
telling them to guard against the yeast used in bread, but against the  
teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 



From the Rising of the 
Sun… 

…In the East of the Far-I-Sees 



The Eats of the Pharisees 



From “The Second Coming” 
written in 1919 in the aftermath 
of The Great War 

Things fall apart; the centre cannot hold; 
Mere anarchy is loosed upon the world, 
The blood-dimmed tide is loosed, 
and everywhere 
The ceremony of innocence is drowned; 
The best lack all conviction, while the worst 
Are full of passionate intensity.  

The Yeats of the Pharisees 





Sadducees Pharisees 

Wealthy and Aristocratic Jews 

Most of the Priests were Sadducees 

Hellenized 

Politically Powerful 
Liberal or Revisionist 
-Did not believe in Angels 

-Did not believe in Doctrine of Bodily 
Resurrection unto Judgment 
-Did not believe in Predestination 

-Did not believe in the Coming of a Messiah 

Focused on Temple Sacrifices  
Controlled the Temple 

When the Temple was destroyed in AD 70 
the Sadducees were destroyed 

Serious and Pious Jews 

Most of the Scholars and Scribes were 
Pharisees 

Believed in an Oral Tradition alongside the 
Scriptures 

Oral Tradition given to Moses and passed 
down through a chain of teachers 

Had Messianic Hopes 

Believed in Resurrection 

Focused on the Law 

They built a fence around the law, 
establishing rules that ensured you did not 
transgress the boundaries of the law. 
E.g. Law forbid harvesting on the Sabbath; 
Pharisees forbid walking through a field on 
the Sabbath in case your sandal picked up 
some grain, thereby inadvertently harvesting 
it. 
Erred on the side of strictness 



Jesus and the Pharisees 
• Luke 7:36-39 - When one of the Pharisees invited Jesus to have dinner with 

him, he went to the Pharisee’s house and reclined at the table. A woman in 
that town who lived a sinful life learned that Jesus was eating at the 
Pharisee’s house, so she came there with an alabaster jar of perfume. As 
she stood behind him at his feet weeping, she began to wet his feet with 
her tears. Then she wiped them with her hair, kissed them and poured 
perfume on them. When the Pharisee who had invited him saw this, he said 
to himself, “If this man were a prophet, he would know who is touching 
him and what kind of woman she is—that she is a sinner.” 

• Luke 11: 37-39 - Now when He had spoken, a Pharisee asked Him to have 
lunch with him; and He went in, and reclined at the table. When the 
Pharisee saw it, he was surprised that He had not first ceremonially washed 
before the meal. But the Lord said to him, "Now you Pharisees clean the 
outside of the cup and of the platter; but inside of you, you are full of 
robbery and wickedness. 

• Luke 18:11-12 - The Pharisee stood by himself and prayed: ‘God, I thank 
you that I am not like other people—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or 
even like this tax collector. I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 
 

 



But what about us? 

 I think the key is found in the following words: 
  

 “There is nothing concealed that will not be 
disclosed, or hidden that will not be made known. 
What you have said in the dark will be heard in 
the daylight, and what you have whispered in the 
ear in the inner rooms will be proclaimed from 
the roofs”. 


