
Sunday | September 6, 2015

  The SHAPE of WORSHIP
The formational power of Christian worship

“Worship [is] the dangerous act of waking 
up to God and the purposes of God in the world, 

and then living lives that actually show it.” 
Mark Labberton

Third 
 CHURCH



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Welcome and Announcements   

Preparation 

Leader:      Let’s prepare our hearts to worship the living God, for “The Lord is in his holy 
                   temple; let all the earth be silent before him.” (Habakkuk 2:20)
People:    Amen. 
A period of silence is kept.                                                                                                                                 

      Call to Worship                                 From Psalm 47:1-2, 5-6

Leader:      Clap your hands, all peoples! Shout to God with loud songs of joy!
People:    For the Lord, the Most High, is to be feared, a great king over all the 
                   earth. 
Leader:      God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of a trumpet. 
People:    Sing praises to God, sing praises! Sing praises to our King, sing 
                   praises! 
            

Opening Prayer 

      Hymn of Praise                  “Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven”– #26 in the hymnal

                                  

                                                                           
 

 †

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †
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PRAISE, MY SOUL, THE KING OF HEAVEN
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CONFESSING 
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God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Confession                         
                                                                             

BY THY MERCY



 †
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Silent Confession

      Words of Assurance and Forgiveness           From Ephesians 2:4-10, 1 John 1:9

Leader:   Brothers and sisters, what can wash away our sins?
People: Nothing but the blood of Jesus.
Leader:   We are brothers and sisters through his blood.
People: We have died together, we will rise together, we will live together.
Leader:    If we confess our sin, God is faithful and just to forgive our sin and to cleanse us of 
                all unrighteousness.
People: Thanks be to God! 
                 
     
        Greeting of Peace 

Leader:   The peace of the Lord be with you always.
People: And also with you. 
Leader:   Let us offer one another a sign of peace.



THANKSGIVING  
We give to the Lord in gratitude for what he has done for us.
 
Our Offerings                                                
   
Pray for Gina Maio, Head of School, and Church Hill Academy, a faith-based non-profit 
high school for at-risk Church Hill youth, dedicated to helping students achieve academic 
success, develop positive character and to experience God’s grace and love through their 
interactions with staff.

Musical Offering                                “Song of Remembrance” – Sanctuary Choir  
8:45 and 11:15 Services                                                                                              (Tom Fettke)  

Do this in remembrance of me.  Do this in remembrance of me.
This bread is my body, this cup is my blood; share them among you in love.
Do this in remembrance of me.
This is my body given for you; this cup is the new covenant, sealed with my blood.
Do this in remembrance of me.  Do this in remembrance of me,
And whenever you eat this bread, whenever you drink this cup,
You proclaim the Lord’s death ‘til he comes, until he comes, until he comes.

      Doxology 
      Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

      Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen.         
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Readings      
                                                                                       Isaiah 1:10-18

10 Hear the word of the Lord, you rulers of Sodom; listen to the instruction of our God, you 
people of Gomorrah! 11 “The multitude of your sacrifices—what are they to me?” says the 
Lord. “I have more than enough of burnt offerings, of rams and the fat of fattened animals;
I have no pleasure in the blood of bulls and lambs and goats. 12 When you come to appear 
before me, who has asked this of you, this trampling of my courts? 13 Stop bringing 
meaningless offerings! Your incense is detestable to me. New Moons, Sabbaths and 
convocations—I cannot bear your worthless assemblies. 14 Your New Moon feasts and your 
appointed festivals I hate with all my being. They have become a burden to me; I am weary 
of bearing them. 15 When you spread out your hands in prayer, I hide my eyes from you; 
even when you offer many prayers, I am not listening. Your hands are full of blood! 16 Wash 
and make yourselves clean. Take your evil deeds out of my sight; stop doing wrong. 17 Learn 
to do right; seek justice. Defend the oppressed. Take up the cause of the fatherless; plead the 
case of the widow.

                    Matthew 15:7-9

7 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: 8 “These people honor me 
with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 9 They worship me in vain; their teachings are 
merely human rules.”
           
                                    
Leader:    This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!



Message:  

+ WORSHIP FOR THE SAKE OF THE WORLD +
Corey Widmer 

Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

The Lord’s Supper

Leader:       Lift up your hearts!
People:     We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God
All:             It is right to give our thanks and praise.

“Holy Communion”
 
Gracious Father, we give You praise
And thanks for this Holy Communion,
The body and blood
Of Your beloved Son.

The body is broken,
God’s love poured open
To make us new.
Lord, make us new.

Abba Father, we bless Your name
And take part in this Holy Communion.
Make us all one
To love like Your Son.

The body is broken,
God’s love poured open
To make us new.
Lord, make us new.

The body is broken,
God’s love poured open
To make us new.
Lord, make us new.
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Prayers of Thanksgiving and the Lord’s Prayer

People:   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom 
                  come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day 
                  our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
                  debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
                  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory for ever and          
                  ever. Amen. 

Prayer Needs

For Health
Lou Hanscom, Gene Cox, Carol Holt, Gipsie Rodrigues, Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen 
Gravely, Betty and Joe Cox, Pam Rambo, Mary Howard, Jared Armistead

For Comfort 
Deaths – Brenda Wiltshire (brother, 8/31), Kathie Cox (mother, 8/31), Jane Gallion 
(8/20), Kay Martine (husband, 8/18), Britten Parker (father, 8/16), Mason and Jean 
Robinson, Stephen Robinson and Danita Harper (son and brother, Greg Robinson, 8/7)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for schools and educational institutions of metropolitan Richmond: for all 
superintendents, school boards, school administrators, PTAs, teachers, students, and staff. 
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The Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because 
the bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When we 
come forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the Holy 
Spirit, extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome all baptized Christians who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus 
Christ for salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this 
time to meditate on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth

Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by the 
cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please 
guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the light and 
life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief

Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful that I ever dared admit, but through 
you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt 
on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete acceptance. Knowing that 
you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. 
Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.



SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

     Song of Commission                                “O Worship the King” – #29 in the Hymnal                                                                                                                       
   †  
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 O WORSHIP THE KING



SERVICE NOTES
Refreshments, Open House, and Labor Day Party
After the 8:45 a.m. service, connect with others and make your way to the Fellowship Hall 
for refreshments and an Open House for Adult Education where you can meet teachers of 
the fall classes and learn about the fall topics of study. Join us for the Labor Day Party after 
the 10:00 and 11:15 a.m. services in the Fellowship Hall lot.

Today’s flowers are given in honor of the marriage of Tibby Lawrence and Jason Hester 
who were married in the Sanctuary on Saturday, September 5, 2015. 

     Commission                                            From Romans 12:1-2 and Colossians 3:17

         Leader:  Beloved ones, God has gathered us here in worship and now God is 
                        sending us out for the sake of the world. Let us present our whole lives, every 
                        minute of every day, as a living sacrifice to God,  a spiritual act of worship. 
         All:        Whatever we do, whether in word or deed, let us do it all in the 
                        name of the Lord Jesus Christ, giving thanks to God the Father 
                        through him!
                                                                                                             
      Benediction
                                                                                                         
  

 †  

 †  
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NEWS 
Help with Sunday refreshments – We could use your help on one of two shifts each 
Sunday morning setting up refreshments in the Fellowship Hall.  Sign up to help at 
www.thirdrva.org/ways-to-serve. 

Wednesdays at Third – Come to Third on September 16 at 6:30 p.m. for the fall season 
kick-off of Wednesday fellowship opportunities. 

Relationships in Peace Ministry – If you need help with a relationship impasse or need 
someone to walk beside you through a difficult relational situation, please contact us. We 
are here to help. Learn about this ministry at http://www.thirdrva.org/partners/
relationships-in-peace.  For assistance, email RelationshipsInPeace.ThirdRVA@gmail.com.

Newcomers Class, October 11, 16-17 – Interested in learning more about Third or 
would you like to consider membership?  Join us in our next Newcomers Class where you 
will learn about Third’s vision for worship, discipleship, community, serving and outreach. 
Childcare is provided with a reservation. Sign up online at www.thirdrva.org /membership 
or contact Beth Nichols (bethn@thirdrva.org or 282-4645, ext. 124). 

       



EVENTS
For more information on classes, events and ministries, come to the Fellowship Hall from
9:45-11:30 a.m., visit our website or find more information at kiosks throughout the 
building. 

TODAY! Neighborhood Labor Day Party at Third – Join us for a neighborhood block 
party hosted by Third Church today from 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. on the church grounds. As a 
part of our focus on mission, this is a good opportunity to reach out and engage with our 
community. There will be food trucks, a petting zoo, live music, fellowship and information on 
our upcoming Fall season at Third. We will worship as usual at 8:45,10:00, and 11:15 a.m. 
so our whole community can join in after worship. Come one, come all! 

Welcome Coffee -  If you’re new to Third, we’d like to invite you to our monthly Welcome 
Coffee in the Parlor on September 27 from 9:45 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. It’s a time to meet a few 
people and learn about Third’s vision, what we believe, and how to get involved.

Mission Footprint 5K– On Saturday, September 12, Third Church is joining Trinity United 
Methodist and River Road Baptist in sponsoring the Mission Footprint 5K. The race begins 
and ends at Trinity and winds through our surrounding neighborhoods. There’s a Fun Run for 
the kids before the 5K. All proceeds from the race go to support Camp Alkulana, CARITAS, 
CrossOver Ministry and the Micah Initiative. Sign up on our website.

The Makers Series: Sojourn – The next installment of the Makers Series will be held 
on September 25 at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The Makers Series is a place to hear 
“Makers” discuss their history and practice as artists and believers, based on a unifying 
theme. This edition’s theme is Sojourn, or the idea that even while wandering through different 
places, we are always being sent. Much like the story of Exodus, even though we may know 
we live in a place that is temporary, we still engage, invest, and create. Join our panel of 
Makers, Ansel Olson, Rebekah White, and Marly Youmans, for their stories of sojourning 
this month. More details on the website.

“Experience Israel” discipleship trip! This will be the third time that we have 
traveled to Israel (we aim for every other year). We are visiting the four seas: the 
Mediterranean Sea, the Sea of Galilee, the Red Sea, and the Dead Sea along with 60 
other sites including Petra, Jordan. We’re scheduled for March 23 to April 3, 2016, just 
in time to spend Easter Sunday in the Garden Tomb in Jerusalem. Please register by 
September 15, 2015. More details can be found on our website: www.thirdrva.org/news-
events/experience-israel-tour-2015-march-4-15. 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

Today! Sunday morning discipleship Open House.  From 10:00-11:00 a.m., join us 
anytime in the Fellowship Hall.  For all ages and stages, you’ll hear from our teaching team 
about what’s being offered and where!   

Sunday morning discipleship Kick-Off Sunday (9/13).  Beginning September 13, 
10:00 -11:00 a.m., our discipleship classes are back in full swing. Please visit our website, 
pick-up a copy of the Third Press, or see the “Fall Season” pamphlet (located in the media 
racks) to read about all the wonderful study options, serving opportunities, and ways to be 
with your community.

STUDENT MINISTRY 
Grades 7 - 12

Today! Open House from 10:00 - 11:00 a.m. Come and join us in the Student Ministry 
Area. You’ll hear about our Sunday Morning Ministry, our Sunday Night Ministry with small 
groups, the Winter Retreat, the high school summer mission trip to Mexico, and the middle 
school summer trip to The Great Escape.  We’ll have calendars for the year and other 
information available.

For more information on upcoming student ministry events and how you can get involved, 
contact Rick Hutton (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea Woie (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

Today! Join us from 10:00 -11:00 a.m. for our Sunday School Open House.  
Visit your child’s classroom, meet their teacher, and pick up information about the fall and 
spring season of Sunday school.  Details about classroom number and teacher can be found 
in the fall classes brochure at the entrances of the church.

Sunday school kick-off is Sunday, September 13 at 10:00 a.m. Mark your 
calendars and make plans to attend a class.

Fifth and sixth grade students and their parents are invited to the annual Club 
56 kick-off dinner, Wednesday, September 16 at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship 
Hall.  We will share a meal together and learn more about  the vision of Club 56.  All 5th 
and 6th graders are encouraged to attend. Please RSVP no later than September 9 to 
Andrea Woie (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 

Third’s playground group is back this fall!  Mark your calendars for the following 
dates: September 11, September 25, October 9, October 30, November 6, November 20, 
and December 11. Parents/caregivers of babies, toddlers, and preschoolers meet on the 
playground at 10 a.m. for a time of play, fellowship, and community.  Invite your friends! 
If it’s raining, we’ll meet in the Little Lambs Class.  Want to join the email list?  Contact Jessica 
Thompson (jessicawthompson@gmail.com).  

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a little 
too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 so you can 
hear the sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/toddler. Room 124 is located in 
the connecting hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading to the Student Ministry area. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, September 6
9:45 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Weekly refreshments – Fellowship Hall
11:00 - 1:30 p.m. Neighborhood Labor Day Party – 600 Forest Avenue 
12:30 p.m. Praying for Our Nation – Room 101 
4:00 p.m. AA – Rooms 213/215
7:00 p.m. Student Ministry Gathering – at Pump Road 
7:30 p.m. Christian Arabic Church Worship – Sanctuary 

Tuesday, September 8
9:00 a.m. Monthly Morning Beth Moore Study – Room 217 
10:00 a.m. Monthly Morning Study: Meet Third’s Mission Partners – Parlor 
12:15 p.m. Helping Hands Service Group – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Committee meeting – Parlor 
7:00 p.m. Missions Committee meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 

Wednesday, September 9 
7:00 p.m. Combined choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary  
 
Friday, September 11
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804.282.4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,  please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP TODAY! 

Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


