
Sunday | September 13, 2015

EXODUS
Preparing a People

“God always disappoints us in our little stories 
because He always has a bigger story in mind. 

Most of the time you live blind. But there’s always 
more than meets the eye, and it is faith that keeps 

us in the story even when we cannot see the 
ending. Are you going to stay in the story even 

when it doesn’t seem to make sense?” 
                        Jerry Sittser



Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Welcome and Announcements   

Preparation 
Leader:     Let’s prepare our hearts to worship the living God, for “The Lord is in his holy 
                  temple; let all the earth be silent before him.” (Habakkuk 2:20)
People:   Amen.

A period of silence is kept.                                                                                                                                 

      Call to Worship                                                                                        Psalm 95  

Leader:   Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord; let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.
All:          Let us come before him with thanksgiving and extol him with music 
                and song.
Leader:    For the Lord is the great God, the great King above all gods. In his hand are the 
                depths of the earth, and the mountain peaks belong to him. The sea is his, for he 
                made it, and his hands formed the dry land.
All:         Come, let us bow down in worship, let us kneel before the Lord our 
                Maker; for he is our God and we are the people of his pasture, the flock 
                under his care.
 

Opening Prayer 

      Hymns of Praise                                                                                “Be Thou My Vision” 
          
                                                                                                                 “Blessed Be Your Name” 
                  (See music on following pages.)
                                  

                                                                           
 

 †

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †
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BE THOU MY VISION

Be Thou my vision, O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me, save that Thou art.
Thou my best thought, by day or by night;
Waking or sleeping, Thy presence my light.

Be Thou my wisdom, and Thou my true word,
I ever with Thee and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, I Thy true son;
Thou in me dwelling, and I with Thee one.

Riches I heed not, nor man's empty praise;
Thou mine inheritance, now and always:
Thou and Thou only, first in my heart,
High King of heaven, my treasure Thou art.

High King of heaven, my victory won,
May I reach heaven's joys, O bright heaven's Sun!
Heart of my own heart, whatever befall,
Still be my vision, O Ruler of all.
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BLESSED BE YOUR NAME
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Confession     
                    
All:   God our Father, you create us from nothing and give us life. Even 
          when we feel alone or abandoned, you never cast us aside. We 
          confess that we have not trusted you. We have not believed you are 
          good and faithful even in the midst of our pain. Restore us for the 
          sake of your Son; let the face of Jesus shine upon us, that we may 
          be saved. 

Silent Confession 

 

KYRIE ELEISON
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Words of Comfort and Assurance                                                                     

Leader:   May the Lord our God, merciful and gracious, slow to anger, and 
                abounding in love and faithfulness, forgive your iniquity, and grant you 
                everlasting life. 
All:         Amen!

________________________________________________________________________
Sacrament of Baptism                                                                  
11:15 Service

Matt and Camille Foster bring their son Jackson Charles for baptism.

To the parents of the candidates:
Do you reaffirm your own faith in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord?  

Do you claim God’s covenant promises on your child’s behalf, and do you look in faith to the 
Lord Jesus Christ for his salvation as you do your own? 

Do you renounce evil and now unreservedly promise in humble reliance upon God’s grace, 
to set before your child an example of the new life in Christ? 

Do you declare your intention to participate actively in the worship, life, and mission of the 
church? 

Do you promise to pray with and for him and to bring him up in the knowledge and love of 
God? 

To the congregation: 
Do you the members of this congregation in the name of the whole church of Christ, 
undertake with these parents the Christian nurture of this child, so that in due time he may 
confess Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord?  

Song                                                                               “The Lord Bless You and Keep You” 
11:15 Service                                                                             (See music on following page.)                                                      
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       Greeting of Peace  †

THE LORD BLESS YOU AND KEEP YOU
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THANKSGIVING  
We give to the Lord in gratitude for what he has done for us.
 
Our Offerings                                                
   
Please pray for Elijah House Academy, a local Christian school on the Southside, for Head 
of School Jesse Kell and staff.  The school draws from all the Richmond metropolitan area, 
nurturing over 180 children with Christian principles, providing a safe place for them to learn 
and thrive.

Musical Offering                                       “Keep Your Lamps!” – Sanctuary Choir                              
8:45 and 11:15 Services                                                                                             (Thomas) 

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 
The time is drawing nigh.

Children, don’t get weary, 
Children, don’t get weary,
Children, don’t get weary 
‘Til your work is done.

Christian journey soon be over, 
Christian journey soon be over,
Christian journey soon be over, 
The time is drawing nigh.

Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning,
Keep your lamps trimmed and burning, 
The time is drawing nigh.
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Musical Offering                                                                                           “Hallelujah”
10:00 Service 

Who can hold the stars and my weary heart? Who can see everything?
I've fallen so hard, sometimes I feel so far but not beyond your reach.
I could climb a mountain, swim the ocean or do anything.
But it's when you hold me that I start unfolding and all I can say is,

Hallelujah, hallelujah, whatever's in front of me.
Help me to sing hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah.
Whatever's in front of me, I'll choose to sing hallelujah.

The same sun that rises over castles and welcomes the day,
Spills over buildings into the streets where orphans play.
And only you can see the good in broken things.
You took my heart of stone and you made it home,
And set this prisoner free.

Hallelujah, hallelujah, whatever's in front of me.
Help me to sing hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah.
Whatever's in front of me I'll choose to sing hallelujah.

      Doxology 
      Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

      Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 †
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                            Exodus 1:8-22

8 Then a new king, to whom Joseph meant nothing, came to power in Egypt. 9 “Look,” he said 
to his people, “the Israelites have become far too numerous for us. 10 Come, we must deal 
shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, if war breaks out, will join 
our enemies, fight against us and leave the country.”

11 So they put slave masters over them to oppress them with forced labor, and they built 
Pithom and Rameses as store cities for Pharaoh. 12 But the more they were oppressed, the 
more they multiplied and spread; so the Egyptians came to dread the Israelites 13 and worked 
them ruthlessly. 14 They made their lives bitter with harsh labor in brick and mortar and with 
all kinds of work in the fields; in all their harsh labor the Egyptians worked them ruthlessly.

15 The king of Egypt said to the Hebrew midwives, whose names were Shiphrah and Puah, 
16 “When you are helping the Hebrew women during childbirth on the delivery stool, if you 
see that the baby is a boy, kill him; but if it is a girl, let her live.” 17 The midwives, however, 
feared God and did not do what the king of Egypt had told them to do; they let the boys live. 
18 Then the king of Egypt summoned the midwives and asked them, “Why have you done 
this? Why have you let the boys live?”

19 The midwives answered Pharaoh, “Hebrew women are not like Egyptian women; they are 
vigorous and give birth before the midwives arrive.”

20 So God was kind to the midwives and the people increased and became even more 
numerous. 21 And because the midwives feared God, he gave them families of their own.

22 Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: “Every Hebrew boy that is born you must 
throw into the Nile, but let every girl live.”
                                          
Leader:    This is the word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God!
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Message:  

+ A SUFFERING PEOPLE +
Corey Widmer 

Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

Song of Response                                                                  

WE ARE NOT OVERCOME
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Prayers of the People 

Leader:    Father of light, draw near to your people as we sojourn in the midst of a broken 
                world, too often marked by oppression and pain. Keep us faithful even when it is 
                difficult or dangerous, that others might see how you bless your children. 
                Lord, in your mercy,
All:          Hear our prayer.

Leader:    Lord Jesus Christ, you hold the nations in your hand. We pray for our leaders and 
                for rulers throughout the world. Keep them from ruthlessness and injustice, and from 
                actions that make lives bitter and hard; grant them wisdom and a desire for 
                righteousness instead. 
                Lord, in your mercy,
All:          Hear our prayer.

Leader:    Holy Spirit of all compassion, we remember various needs before you: the poor 
                and the afflicted, the sick and the dying; the enslaved, the imprisoned, and all who 
                are alone; the victims of war, injustice, and inhumanity; and all who suffer in body, 
                mind, or at the hands of others. 
                Lord, in your mercy,
All:          Hear our prayer.

For what else should we pray?

Members of the congregation may add their own intercessions at this time, ending with, 
“Lord, in your mercy” and all responding, “Hear our prayer.” 

Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever and ever. Amen. 



Prayer Needs

For Health
Lou Hanscom, Gene Cox, Carol Holt, Gipsie Rodrigues, Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen 
Gravely, Betty and Joe Cox, Pam Rambo, Mary Howard, Jared Armistead

For Comfort 
Deaths – Annhorner Truitt (sister-in-law, 9/7), Brenda Wiltshire (brother, 8/31), Kathie Cox 
(mother, 8/31), Jane Gallion (8/20), Kay Martine (husband, 8/18), Britten Parker (father, 
8/16), Mason and Jean Robinson, Stephen Robinson and Danita Harper (son and brother, 
Greg Robinson, 8/7)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for schools and educational institutions of metropolitan Richmond: for all public 
schools, for students, teachers and support personnel, including cafeteria workers, building 
and grounds staff, and school bus drivers; for all private and religious schools, pre-schools 
and daycare centers and for children in home schools. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

     Song of Commission                 “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God” – #43 in the Hymnal 

                                                                                                                                              
  
                                                              

 †  
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SERVICE NOTES
Today at the 11:15 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Jackson Charles Foster, 
son of Camille and Matt Foster. Relatives present today are grandparents Bob and Susan 
Horne and Lynn and Steve Foster. Elder representing the Session by holding the font is Rob 
Cox. Prayer sponsor is Emily Henley. 

Today’s flowers are given to the glory of God in memory of our wonderful, caring and 
loving dad, John Hancock, who would have been 90 years old on September 6. We miss 
you every day. Love, Mary Ann, David, and Donald Hancock and Martha Smith and their 
families. 

The Banners
The ten banners hanging in the Sanctuary represent the ten messages from our new series on 
Exodus. It is not just the spoken word but the creative, visual word that tells us of God’s love 
and faithfulness. See if you can guess which banner goes with which story! Many thanks to 
the wonderful team of Third artists who put them together: Mark Sprinkle, Holly Smith, Kathy 
Ames and Sarah Hale.

The Cross, the Font, the Table, the Book
What we display reveals what we care about and what constitutes our identity as God’s 
people. As we explore what it means to be the people of God, we have positioned these 
four symbols prominently to remind us of God’s faithfulness and where we find life, hope 
and our identity. The cross speaks of Jesus’ atoning death, the font speaks of the new life he 
gives us through baptism, the table speaks of our resurrected Savior who continues to gather 
us around his table of grace, and the Bible speaks of our source of authority and comfort as 
God speaks through his living word even today.

     Commission                                            

Leader:  Sisters and brothers, remember that even if God appears to be hidden, he is never 
               absent. His promise holds true no matter what. You may feel gripped by your 
               circumstances, but you are gripped even more firmly by his sovereign grace.  
All:         Let us move out into a suffering world, bearing witness to the hope of   
               Jesus and his Kingdom which is coming! 
                                                                                                           
      Benediction

 †  

 †  
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NEWS 
Wednesdays at Third – Come to Third this Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. for the fall season 
kick-off of Wednesday fellowship opportunities. Join us as we serve, learn something new, 
or engage with each other around a table. Visit our website, pick up a copy of the Third Press, 
or see the “Fall Season” pamphlet (located in the media racks) to read about all the 
wonderful study options, serving opportunities, and ways to be with your community.

Arabic-Speaking Student Homework Tutors Needed – The homework tutoring for 
the Arabic-speaking children is starting September 16, and more students than ever are 
asking for help! Would you consider working with a child to help them succeed in school? 
The program is on Wednesday nights from 6:45-7:45 p.m. and is flexible – come every 
week, or when it works in your schedule. We are also specifically looking for help with 
college level Physics, if anyone is able to help with that. Please email Andi Redmond 
(andi.redmond6@gmail.com) if you are able to help with either of these. 

Relationships in Peace Ministry – If you need help with a relationship impasse or need 
someone to walk beside you through a difficult relational situation, please contact us. We 
are here to help. Learn about this ministry at http://www.thirdrva.org/partners/
relationships-in-peace.  For assistance, email RelationshipsInPeace.ThirdRVA@gmail.com.

Newcomers Class, October 11, 16-17 – Interested in learning more about Third or 
would you like to consider membership?  Join us in our next Newcomers Class where you 
will learn about Third’s vision for worship, discipleship, community, serving and outreach. 
Childcare is provided with a reservation. Sign up online at www.thirdrva.org /membership 
or contact Beth Nichols (bethn@thirdrva.org or 282-4645, ext. 124). 

Families, children and students – Be sure to visit the library (on the first floor across 
from the Mail Room). Come in for back-to-school reading, check out a video, read a book 
or magazine or work on a puzzle.  We have all the VeggieTales and Superbook series and 
many more good family films. We subscribe to Clubhouse, Clubhouse, Jr. and have some 
great missionary biographies.  It’s all there in the Children’s Library. 

Bibles For India – Inspire International, the literacy ministry of David and Nalini Singh, 
is in continuing need of new and gently used Bibles, Bible dictionaries and commentaries. 
Children’s materials are also needed. A collection box is in the Commons area outside the 
Fellowship Hall. 



EVENTS
For more information on classes, events and ministries, come to the Fellowship Hall from
9:45-11:30 a.m., visit our website or find more information at kiosks throughout the 
building. 

The Makers Series: Sojourn – The next installment of the Makers Series will be held 
on September 25 at 6:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. The Makers Series is a place to hear 
“Makers” discuss their history and practice as artists and believers, based on a unifying 
theme. This edition’s theme is Sojourn, or the idea that even while wandering through different 
places, we are always being sent. Much like the story of Exodus, even though we may know 
we live in a place that is temporary, we still engage, invest, and create. Join our panel of 
Makers, Ansel Olson, Rebekah White, and Marly Youmans, for their stories of sojourning 
this month. More details on the website.

Welcome Coffee -  If you’re new to Third, we’d like to invite you to our monthly Welcome 
Coffee in the Parlor on September 27 from 9:45 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. It’s a time to meet a few 
people and learn about Third’s vision, what we believe, and how to get involved.

Last Call! “Experience Israel” discipleship trip. This will be the third time that we 
have traveled to Israel (we aim for every other year). We are visiting the four seas: the 
Mediterranean Sea, the Sea of Galilee, the Red Sea, and the Dead Sea along with 60 
other sites including Petra, Jordan. We’re scheduled for March 23 to April 3, 2016, just 
in time to spend Easter Sunday in the Garden Tomb in Jerusalem. Please register by 
September 15, 2015. More details can be found on our website: www.thirdrva.org/
news-events/experience-israel-tour-2015-march-4-15. 

19



SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sundays at 10:00 a.m. 

Today! Sunday morning discipleship Kick-off Sunday.  Beginning today from 
10:00 -11:00 a.m., our discipleship classes are back in full swing. Please visit our website, 
pick up a copy of the Third Press, or see the “Fall Season” pamphlet (located in the media 
racks) to read about all the wonderful study options, serving opportunities, and ways to be 
with your community.

STUDENT MINISTRY 
Grades 7 - 12

Join us this Sunday, September 13 for fall kick-off Sunday! We will start with some 
fellowship time (including snacks!) followed by a large group devotional and announcement 
time and then we will break into our groups: Middle School (MS) girls, MS guys, and high 
school (co-ed).

Kick-off Sunday marks the return of our annual celebrations: Hole-y Sunday for 
middle school students (donut sundaes) and Gutter Sunday (ice cream sundae served in a 
CLEAN gutter) for our high school students. We will begin the evening with some games, a 
time of worship, a message from Rick and then head outside to enjoy some delicious treats. 
Students are encouraged to bring a friend to this fun return of our Sunday night gatherings. 

For more information on upcoming student ministry events and how you can get involved, 
contact Rick Hutton (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea Woie (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

Today! Sunday school kick-off at 10:00 a.m. Make plans to attend a class.

Third’s playground group is back this fall!  Mark your calendars for the following 
dates: September 11, September 25, October 9, October 30, November 6, November 20, 
and December 11. Parents/caregivers of babies, toddlers, and preschoolers meet on the 
playground at 10 a.m. for a time of play, fellowship, and community.  Invite your friends! 
If it’s raining, we’ll meet in the Little Lambs Class.  Want to join the email list?  Contact Jessica 
Thompson (jessicawthompson@gmail.com).  

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a little 
too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 so you can 
hear the sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/toddler. Room 124 is located in 
the connecting hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading to the Student Ministry area. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, September 13
9:45 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Weekly refreshments – Fellowship Hall
12:30 p.m. Care and Cards meeting – 209 
4:00 p.m. AA – Rooms 213/215
7:00 p.m. Student Ministry Gathering – at Pump Road 
7:30 p.m. Christian Arabic Church Worship – Sanctuary 

Monday, September 14 
6:00 p.m. Asian Access meeting – Parlor 
7:00 p.m. Monthly Evening Women’s Study – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Missions Committee meeting – Upstairs Conference Room, 500 Forest Avenue 

Tuesday, September 15
9:15 a.m. Weekly Women’s Group – 213
9:30 a.m. Weekly Morning Mothers Together – Fellowship Hall 
6:15 p.m. Monthly Dinner Group – Kitchen at 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Deacons meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue 

Wednesday, September 16 
6:30 - 8:30 p.m. Reconnect: Wednesdays at Third - Various Rooms, 600 Forest Avenue 
6:30 p.m. Refresh Monthly Evening Women’s Study – Parlor 
7:00 p.m. Combined choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary  
 
Thursday, September 17 
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Friday, September 18
8:30 a.m. Europe Prayer and Care Group meeting – Carolyn Oakley’s home 
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue
1:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
6:00 p.m. Healing Prayer Rooms – Student Ministry Area, 600 Forest Avenue  
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,  please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP TODAY! 

Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


