
Something to ponder as we take our time 
reading through Luke 

Cultivating unsettledness about biblical language and unsettledness 
about our own—these are good reasons for studying Hebrew and 
Greek. But perhaps the best reason is the most obvious: reading in the 
original languages [Grant: or in our case, reading slowly in a long-term 
study of Luke’s Gospel] slows us down, and reading the text more 
slowly is essential for learning to love the Bible. As we know from other 
areas of experience, giving careful attention is not just an outcome of 
love; it is part of the process of growing in love. We love best those for 
whom we are obligated to give regular, often demanding, care: a child, 
an animal, a sick or elderly person, a plot of land or an old house. 
Inching patiently through the Greek or Hebrew text is best seen as ‘an 
act of charity’—ultimately, charity toward God. Poring over every 
syllable, frustration notwithstanding, we affirm the ages-old conviction 
of the faithful that these words of Scripture are indeed ‘some molten 
words perfected in an oven seven times.’ 
      -Ellen Davis 



Luke 12:22-34: The objects of 
concern for us and for God 



Anxiety and fear in their proper place 

1. The rich: a rich fool’s lack of these, to be created by 
divine word of rebuke (verses 13-21) 

2. The crowd (aka, poor, peasant, majority): geared 
toward survival, but they miss ‘something more,’ (vv. 
22-32) and that something more is… 

3. God’s concern 
 how much God values them beyond their material needs 

 that God gets good pleasure in giving to them ‘something 
more,’—a stake in the kingdom 

4. Paul and Timothy: two examples of rightly ordered 
worries in the midst of the gospel (2 Cor 11; Phil 4) 

 



Luke 12:13-21: parable of the rich fool 

13 Someone in the crowd said to him, ‘Teacher, tell my brother to 
divide the family inheritance with me.’ 14But he said to him, ‘Friend, 
who set me to be a judge or arbitrator over you?’ 15And he said to 
them, ‘Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s 
life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.’  
16Then he told them a parable: ‘The land of a rich man produced 
abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, “What should I do, for I have 
no place to store my crops?” 18Then he said, “I will do this: I will pull 
down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain 
and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods 
laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.” 20But God said to 
him, “You fool! This very night your life is being demanded of you. And 
the things you have prepared, whose will they be?” 21So it is with 
those who store up treasures for themselves but are not rich towards 
God.’ 
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Luke 12:22-32: worry and fear 
22He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. 23For life is more 
than food, and the body more than clothing.  
24Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither 
storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are 
you than the birds! 25And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to 
your span of life? 26If then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why 
do you worry about the rest?  
27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, 
even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 28But if God so 
clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown 
into the oven, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith!  
29And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, 
and do not keep worrying. 30For it is the nations of the world that strive after 
all these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31Instead, strive 
for his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 32‘Do not be 
afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom.  
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Exodus 2:23-25 (The Message) 

23 Many years later the king of Egypt died. The 
Israelites groaned under their slavery and cried 
out. Their cries for relief from their hard labor 
ascended to God: 
24 God listened to their groanings. 

God remembered his covenant with Abraham, 
with Isaac, and with Jacob. 
25 God saw what was going on with Israel. 

God understood. 
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24Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither 
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clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown 
into the oven, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith!  
29And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, 
and do not keep worrying. 30For it is the nations of the world that strive after 
all these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31Instead, strive 
for his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 32‘Do not be 
afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom.  



Anxiety and fear in their proper place 

1. The rich: a rich fool’s lack of these, to be created by 
divine word of rebuke (verses 13-21) 

2. The crowd (aka, poor, peasant, majority): geared 
toward survival, but they miss ‘something more,’ (vv. 
22-32) and that something more is… 

3. God’s concern 
 how much God values them beyond their material needs 

 that God gets good pleasure in giving to them ‘something 
more,’—a stake in the kingdom 

4. Paul and Timothy: two examples of rightly ordered 
worries in the midst of the gospel (2 Cor 11; Phil 4) 

 



Luke 12:32: God’s pleasure in grace 

32 Μὴ φοβοῦ, τὸ μικρὸν ποίμνιον, ὅτι 
εὐδόκησεν ὁ πατὴρ ὑμῶν δοῦναι ὑμῖν 
τὴν βασιλείαν. 
 

Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your 
Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom.  

 



God’s good pleasure (eudokia): other 
Lukan examples 

• A chorus of angels (2:14): “Glory to God in the highest, 
and peace on earth among those whom he favors.” 

• God’s voice at Jesus’ baptism (3:22): “you are my son, 
the beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 

• Jesus’ prayer of thanksgiving after commission of 70 
missionaries (Luke 10:21):  ”At that same hour 
Jesus rejoiced in the Holy Spirit and said, ‘I thankyou, 
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have 
hidden these things from the wise and the intelligent 
and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such 
was your gracious will. 

• Teaching the disciples and the crowd (12:32): “Do not 
be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom.” 
 
 



Isaiah 43:1: God’s intimacy as creator, 
redeemer, and possessor  

ל  ֵ֑ ֶֹּצְרךָ֖ יְִשָרא  ב וְי ֹֹּ֔ ַֹּרֲאךָ֣ יֲַעק ר יְהוָ֙ה ב ֹֹּּֽה־ָאַמַ֤ ה כ וְַעָתָּ֞
אִתי ְבִשְמךָ֖  יך ָקָרָ֥ י ְגַאְלִתֹ֔ ִלי־ָאָֹּֽתהַאל־ִתיָר֙א ִכָ֣  

 

But now, thus says the LORD, your creator, O 
Jacob, and the one who molds you, O Israel: Do 
not fear, for I have rescued you.  I have called 
out your name– you belong to me. 



Luke 12:22-32: worry, fear, and the 
grace of God’s good pleasure 

22He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, 
what you will eat, or about your body, what you will wear. 23For life is more 
than food, and the body more than clothing.  
24Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither 
storehouse nor barn, and yet God feeds them. Of how much more value are 
you than the birds! 25And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to 
your span of life? 26If then you are not able to do so small a thing as that, why 
do you worry about the rest?  
27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, 
even Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. 28But if God so 
clothes the grass of the field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown 
into the oven, how much more will he clothe you—you of little faith!  
29And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, 
and do not keep worrying. 30For it is the nations of the world that strive after 
all these things, and your Father knows that you need them. 31Instead, strive 
for his kingdom, and these things will be given to you as well. 32‘Do not be 
afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good pleasure to give you the 
kingdom.  



Paul in 2 Corinthians 11 

• 27in toil and hardship, through many a sleepless night, 
hungry and thirsty, often without food, cold and 
naked. 28And, besides other things, I am under daily 
pressure because of my anxiety for all the churches. 29Who 
is weak, and I am not weak? Who is made to stumble, and I 
am not indignant? 

• 30 If I must boast, I will boast of the things that show my 
weakness. 

Ch. 12 
• 8Three times I appealed to the Lord about this, that it 

would leave me, 9but he said to me, ‘My grace is sufficient 
for you, for power is made perfect in weakness.’ So, I will 
boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 
power of Christ may dwell in me. 

 



Philippians 2:19-22 

19 I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to 
you soon, so that I may be cheered by news of 
you. 20I have no one like him who will be 
genuinely concerned [same word for 
worry/anxiety] for your welfare. 21All of them 
are seeking their own interests, not those of 
Jesus Christ. 22But Timothy’s worth you know, 
how like a son with a father he has served with 
me in the work of the gospel. 



Luke 12:22-34: worry, fear, and the 
grace of God’s good pleasure 

22He said to his disciples, ‘Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat, or 
about your body, what you will wear. 23For life is more than food, and the body more than 
clothing.  
24Consider the ravens: they neither sow nor reap, they have neither storehouse nor barn, and yet 
God feeds them. Of how much more value are you than the birds! 25And can any of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your span of life? 26If then you are not able to do so small a thing as 
that, why do you worry about the rest?  
27Consider the lilies, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; yet I tell you, even Solomon in all 
his glory was not clothed like one of these. 28But if God so clothes the grass of the field, which is 
alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, how much more will he clothe you—you of 
little faith!  
29And do not keep striving for what you are to eat and what you are to drink, and do not keep 
worrying. 30For it is the nations of the world that strive after all these things, and your Father 
knows that you need them. 31Instead, strive for his kingdom, and these things will be given to you 

as well. 32‘Do not be afraid, little flock, for it is your Father’s good 
pleasure to give you the kingdom.  
33Sell your possessions, and give alms. Make purses for 
yourselves that do not wear out, an unfailing treasure in heaven, 
where no thief comes near and no moth destroys. 34For where 
your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 



“Rich in relation to God”: the purse 
and the heart. 

“Purses wear out, with or without the assistance of 
moths.  A poorly guarded treasury of wealth is vulnerable 
to a thief’s approach… But an empty purse—treasure 
depleted through generous giving for the benefit of the 
poor—is impervious to deterioration over time as well as 
to a thief’s attack.  The human heart attuned to the divine 
ways and commitments will in generosity of spirit open 
itself to others who have need and invest resources in 
them.  This is what real, enduring wealth looks like.  This 
is what it means to be ‘rich in relation to God’ (v. 21).” 

     -John Carroll 


