
Sunday | October 9, 2016

 IS JESUS REALLY GOD?  

“If the Incarnation did not really happen, then an even more 
unbelievable miracle happened: the conversion of the world by the 

biggest lie in history and the moral transformation of lives into 
unselfishness, detachment from worldly pleasures and radically

 new heights of holiness by a mere myth.” 
 Peter Kreeft 





Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                "When Morning Gilds the Skies"                          Jeff Hummel
                                                               (Dale Wood)
                                                               
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation                                                                                                                                     
Leader: O Lord Jesus Christ,

the Way, the Truth, and the Life:
Do not let us stray from you, the Way,
nor to distrust you, the Truth,
nor to rest in anything other than you, the Life.

Everyone: Amen.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

 Call to Worship                                                              From Psalm 103  
Leader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me,
People: Bless his holy name!
Leader: Bless the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits!
People: He forgives all your sin

And heals all your diseases,
He redeems your life from the pit
And crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;

Leader: He satisfies you with good things 
So that your youth is renewed like the eagle's.

People: Bless the Lord, O my soul!

Opening Prayer

  Songs of Praise                             "The Solid Rock"                    #517 in the Hymnal 
                        "Rock of Ages" 

                                        (See music on following pages) 

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †    

 †    



THE SOLID ROCK
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My hope is built on nothing less
Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
But wholly lean on Jesus’ name.
On Christ the solid Rock I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

When darkness veils his lovely face,
I rest on his unchanging grace;
In every high and stormy gale
My anchor holds within the veil.
On Christ the solid Rock I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

His oath, his covenant, his blood
Support me in the whelming flood;
When all around my soul gives way
He then is all my hope and stay.
On Christ the solid Rock I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand;
All other ground is sinking sand.

When he shall come with trumpet sound, 
O may I then in him be found, 
Dressed in his righteousness alone, 
Faultless to stand before the throne. 
On Christ the solid Rock I stand;
All other ground is sinking sand;
All other ground is sinking sand.
 



ROCK OF AGES
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.            
Song of Confession                     "Break Us By the Power of Your Grace" 
When I stand in the presence of a holy God, 
And I flee and I cover my face, 
My heart filled with shame, 
Yet you still call my name, 
And you break me by the power of your grace. 

(refrain) 
Break us by the power of your grace, O Lord, 
Won’t you break us by the power of your grace? 
Break us, remake us, don’t let the sorrow take us; 
O break us by the power of your grace. 

When I walk through the evil and strife of the earth 
And I turn and I cover my eyes, 
The arms that do violence 
While our hearts watch in silence— 
Won’t you break them by the power of your grace?

When my flesh, it shall fail, and my work here is done, 
And the heavens and earth are remade, 
Though I sowed here in sorrow 
It will be glorious tomorrow. 
He’ll remake it by the power of his grace!
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Silent Confession 

Words of Comfort and Assurance                                          From Psalm 103:8-13                         
Leader: "The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in 

love. He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his anger forever; 
he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our 
iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his 
love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has 
he removed our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion on 
his children, so the Lord has compassion on those who fear him.” 

Sisters and brothers, this is the very good news: 
In and through Jesus Christ, we are forgiven!

People: Thanks be to God!

  Greeting of Peace

                                 

 †    

8



THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Our Offerings
Pray for CARITAS, a ministry which joins with area congregations in providing the most 
basic needs of Richmond's homeless: food and shelter, home furnishings, and 
employment. Pray for our guests this week to experience the love of Christ. 

Offertory           
8:45 and 11:15 a.m.                         "Sometimes a Light Surprises"             Sanctuary Choir
              (Courtney)

Sometimes a light surprises the Christian while she sings;
It is the Lord who rises with healing in his wings:
When comforts are declining, he grants the soul again
A season of clear shining, to cheer it after rain.

In holy contemplation we sweetly then pursue
The theme of God's salvation, and find it ever new;
Set free from present sorrow, we cheerfully can say:
Let the unknown tomorrow bring with it what it may.

It can bring with it nothing but he will bear us through;
Who gives the lilies clothing will clothe his people too.
Beneath the spreading heavens no creature but is fed;
And he who feeds the ravens will give his children bread.

Though vine nor fig tree neither their wonted fruit should bear,
Though all the fields should wither, nor flocks nor herds be there;
Yet God the same abiding, his praise shall tune my voice,
For while in him confiding, I cannot but rejoice.

10:00 a.m.                                    "The Love of Christ"            (See music on following page)                              

  Doxology 
   Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
        below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and  
        Holy Ghost. Amen.    
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"The Love of Christ" 
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Readings                                                                                             Psalm 2                                                                    

1 Why do the nations conspire
   and the peoples plot in vain?
2 The kings of the earth rise up
   and the rulers band together
   against the Lord and against his anointed, saying,
3 “Let us break their chains
   and throw off their shackles.”
4 The One enthroned in heaven laughs;
   the Lord scoffs at them.
5 He rebukes them in his anger
   and terrifies them in his wrath, saying,
6 “I have installed my king
   on Zion, my holy mountain.”
7 I will proclaim the Lord’s decree:

  He said to me, “You are my son;
   today I have become your father.
8 Ask me,
   and I will make the nations your inheritance,
   the ends of the earth your possession.
9 You will break them with a rod of iron;
   you will dash them to pieces like pottery.”
10Therefore, you kings, be wise;
   be warned, you rulers of the earth.
11Serve the Lord with fear
   and celebrate his rule with trembling.
12 Kiss his son, or he will be angry
   and your way will lead to your destruction,
   for his wrath can flare up in a moment.
   Blessed are all who take refuge in him.                                                 
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                     John 10:25-33

25 Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s 
name testify about me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My 
sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and 
they shall never perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has 
given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 
30 I and the Father are one.”

31 Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, 32 but Jesus said to them, “I 
have shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?”

33 “We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, 
because you, a mere man, claim to be God.”

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 



Message:  

Is Jesus Really God?
+ Corey Widmer +

  
Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
       

    Hymn of Response                     "Fairest Lord Jesus"             #115 in the Hymnal 

Fairest Lord Jesus, ruler of all nature,
O thou of God and man the Son,
Thee will I cherish, thee will I honor,
Thou, my soul’s glory, joy, and crown!

Fair are the meadows, fairer still the woodlands,
Robed in the blooming garb of spring:
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer,
Who makes the woeful heart to sing. 

Fair is the sunshine, fairer still the moonlight,
And all the twinkling, starry host: 
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer,
Than all the angels heaven can boast. 

Beautiful Savior! Lord of the nations!
Son of God and Son of man!
Glory and honor, praise, adoration, 
Now and forevermore be thine! 

 †



Prayers of the People 

15



Prayer Needs
For Health
Corrine Boyd, Loma Shafer, Missy Deregibus, Jack Schilthuis, Katie Payne, Allen Lawrence, 
Jerry Ramsey, Betty Cox, Charles Ellison, Dru Fitch, Mark Koontz, Margaret Leith, Dabney 
Harvey, Eileen Raynor, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt

For Comfort 
Deaths – Wade Perkins, Sally Tate, Emily Schindler (father, grandfather, 9/25), Jeff 
Rebman (sister, 8/30), Lillian Hazelton (father, 7/21), Amy and Sarah Helweg (husband 
and father, 7/20)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for public, non-profit and religious social service work and ministries in metropolitan 
Richmond: for all in need of mental health services, all mental health workers, counselors and 
treatment facilities. 

For Our Nation and the World – Guatemala
The majority of Guatemalans live in poverty, with continued oppression of Mayan people.  
The drug trade route channels 70% of U.S.-bound cocaine through Guatemala. Healing is 
still needed following the 1960's guerrilla war, when hundreds of thousands were killed or 
fled.  Praise God for improved relationships between the government and evangelical and 
Catholic believers to cooperate on issues such as illiteracy, substance abuse and street 
children.
• Guatemala has the highest murder rate in Latin america, primarily from youth gangs 

and drug traffickers.  Pray for the gospel to penetrate youth gangs and reach vulnerable    
children, such as the 15,000 street children and orphans who live in poverty.

• Pray for spiritual growth among evangelicals and Catholics, who are susceptible to the 
influence of traditional pagan practices with their Christian faith.

• Praise God for the growing missionary movement among Guatemalans, who have 3 
training centers.  Ask the Lord to enlarge pastors' vision of the missions movement and 
Jesus's call to take the gospel to the uttermost parts of the earth.

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners in 
Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more.  
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

  Song of Commission                    "Jesus Shall Reign"               #745 in the Hymnal      

Jesus shall reign where'er the sun 
Does its successive journeys run;
His kingdom spread from shore to shore, 
Till moons shall wax and wane no more. 

To him shall endless prayer be made, 
And endless praises crown his head;
His name like sweet perfume shall rise
With every morning sacrifice. 

People and realms of every tongue 
Dwell on his love with sweetest song,
And infant voices shall proclaim 
Their early blessings on his name.

Blessings abound where'er he reigns;
The prisoners leap to lose their chains, 
The weary find eternal rest, 
And all who suffer want are blessed. 

Let all the people rise and bring
Their special honors to our King; 
Angels descend with songs again 
And earth repeat the loud Amen. 

 †  
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Commission                                              From Heidelberg Catechism, Question 1 
Leader: What is your only comfort in life and death?
People: That I am not my own,

but belong with body and soul,
both in life and death,
to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ.
He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood,
and has set me free from the power of the devil.
He also preserves me in such a way
that without the will of my heavenly Father
not a hair can fall from my head;
indeed, all things must work together for my salvation.
Therefore, by his Holy Spirit
he also assures me of eternal life,
and makes me heartily willing and ready
from now on to live for him.

Benediction    
Postlude                                  "A Festal Fanfare"                                  Jeff Hummel            

11:15 a.m. service                                     (J. S. Bach)                                                                                                    
                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the Sanctuary 
(by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any prayer needs you 
may have.

SERVICE NOTES 
Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partner CARITAS, a ministry which 
joins with area congregations in providing the most basic needs of Richmond's homeless. 

Today's liturgists:  (8:45) Becca Payne  (10:00) Tim Latham  (11:15) Beth Nichols

 †  

 †  
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NEWS & EVENTS
Welcome Coffee – October 16, 9:45 – 11:00 a.m., Parlor
If you're new to Third, come to this monthly gathering to meet a few people and learn 
about Third's vision, what we believe and how to get involved.  Questions? Contact Beth 
Nichols (bethn@thirdrva.org). 

Annual Women’s Conference: Risky Faith – November 4 and 5, Third Church
Join us for our annual Women’s Ministry Conference! This year, we welcome Susan Yates, 
speaker and author of thirteen books. She will share about her book Risky Faith, and 
help us gain a new perspective for walking in the confidence of a God who is bigger 
than the challenges we face. Sign up: thirdrva.org/women. Questions? Contact Beth 
Nichols (bethn@thirdrva.org).  

College Ministry: Lunch Gathering – Sunday, October 16, 1:00 p.m. 
Join us for this lunch gathering after church to get to know the Widmer family. We’ll be 
heading to the Redmonds' house to eat together and meet some new folks: 9709 Old 
Club Trace. Questions? Contact Tim Latham (timl@thirdrva.org).  

Tutors Needed! Arabic Student Homework Tutoring – Wed., 6:45 – 7:45 p.m.
There are now 12 children on a waiting list for tutors.  If you are able to help a child for 
just one hour each week, please let me know.  If a day other than our usual Wednesday 
evening is better for you, we can also arrange a different time and day.  Andi Redmond: 
andi.redmond6@gmail.com.

“Welcome to Holland!” A Luncheon – Sunday, October 16, 12:30 – 
2:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Join us for this luncheon for encouragement and connection for parents with children who 
have physical, emotional or developmental issues. The name of this luncheon is inspired 
by the poem “Welcome to Holland.” Ellen Stamps, former personal assistant to Corrie 
ten Boom, will share. Lunch is free, but please register: thirdrva.org/events. Questions? 
Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org). 

Q Commons: Engaging our Divided Nation – Thursday, October 13, 
7:00 p.m., Veritas School
Join hundreds of other cities to be equipped on how to engage this unique, American 
political moment. This 2-hour live event will educate Christians on how to bring hope and 
leadership to their communities. Nationally broadcast speakers include Ravi 
Zacharias, Kirsten Powers, Ross Douthat, and LeCrae. Local live speakers include Corey 
Widmer and David Bailey. More info and sign up: qcommons.com/richmond.
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NEWS & EVENTS
Help Needed! Nursery Care – Sunday Mornings
As our numbers of young families have grown, so has our need for help in the nurseries!  
Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) if you would like to help once or twice a 
month.  

Help Needed! Walk Babies in the Nursery – Sunday Mornings
Sometimes our little ones need a walk in a stroller to settle them down.  Would you be 
willing to stroll babies on the first floor during the 10 a.m. hour?  If they continue to fuss, 
a childcare worker will take over.  Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) if you 
would like to volunteer once or twice a month.  

Explore God Discussion Groups Meeting This Week! 
     Have more questions about today's sermon? 
     Join us for one of these groups:

     Today, join us at 10:00 a.m. in the Fellowship Hall to discuss today’s sermon. 
 
     This Wednesday evening, enjoy a free simple meal and group discussion with 
     other men and women who are exploring recovery from an addiction, deep hurt, 
     persistent habit or dependency as we delve deeper into an exploration of “higher 
     power”through the Christian faith. We'll meet Wednesdays, 6:00 - 7:30 p.m., at 
     500 Forest Avenue. Childcare is provided next door. For childcare or questions, 
     please contact Mary Damon (389-1836) or Robin Lafon (839-0988). 

     This Friday morning, join other men in this Explore God discussion group at the 
     Martin's at the Village Shopping Center at 7:30 a.m.

Job Opening at CHAT
Tiny Tykes Preschool, a branch of CHAT, is seeking an Assistant Teacher. This part-time 
position (8:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m., Monday - Friday) involves assisting the lead teacher in 
a preschool setting, which provides a comprehensive program to meet educational, 
emotional, social and spiritual needs of children. Learn more and apply: 
www.chatrichmond.org/employment-opportunities/.

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you 
through a difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help. 
Visit www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: 
RelationshipsInPeace. thirdrva@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260. 
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SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP  
Come and join us for fellowship this morning! Weather permitting, we'll have Blanchard's 
coffee and snacks in the courtyard outside the Sanctuary between services, from 9:45 - 
11:30 a.m. 

SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us for our adult Sunday morning discipleship classes during the 10:00 a.m. 
worship hour. 

For more information on the classes below, visit: thirdrva.org/classes-and-fellowship, or 
pick up a copy of the Fall 2016 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and 
Mission. Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).

Sermon Chat: Explore God 
Fellowship Hall

Forgiving and Reconciling:
Bridges to Wholeness and Hope
500 Forest Avenue, Room 109

Did Our Hearts Not Burn Within Us?
A Study of Luke
Room 213

A Study of Hebrews
Room 101

Where is God in the 
Business and Busyness of Life?
Room 217

Marriage Fellowship
Room 215

Orphans and the Gospel
Room 207



STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: 
We have resumed all of our children’s Sunday morning discipleship classes during the  
10:00 a.m. worship hour. 

Visit thirdrva.org/family-ministry-sunday-morning or pick up a copy of the Fall 
2016 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and Mission for information 
on where the classes will be. 

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: 
Childcare is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and 
above attend worship with their parents. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is located near the Student Ministry area in Room 132. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, October 9
8:00 a.m. Communion and Prayer – Room 101
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
12:15 p.m. Cards and Care – Room 101 

Monday, October 10
10:00 a.m. Sue Hendrickson's Circle meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
5:45 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m. Mission Committee meeting – 2nd Floor Conference Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Trustees meeting – Room 101 

Tuesday, October 11
9:00 Women's Group, Priscilla Shirer's "The Armor of God" – Room 217 
9:00 a.m. Seasons Women's Group – Room 132
9:30 a.m. Women's Group, Priscilla Shirer's "Breathe" – Room 213
10:00 a.m. Sara's Circle of Friends – Parlor 
12:00 p.m. Helping Hands – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Committee meeting – Parlor 

Wednesday, October 12
5:45 p.m. Club 56 Dinner – Fellowship Hall
6:00 - 6:30 p.m. Exploring God for the "Recovering Community" – Kitchen, 500 Forest Ave. 
6:30 - 7:30 p.m. Exploring God for the "Recovering Community"– Multipurpose Room, 
                                                                                                               500 Forest Avenue
6:30 p.m. "Refresh" Wednesday evening study – Parlor
6:30 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
6:30 p.m. Children's Choir (1st-4th grades) – Room 201
6:45 p.m. Arabic student homework tutoring – Fellowship Hall and various classrooms 
6:45 p.m. English as a Second Language (ESL) for adults – Room 101 
7:00 p.m. Officer Training – Rooms 213/215 

Thursday, October 13
9:30 a.m. Betsy Pollard Seasons Women's Group – Parlor
7:00 p.m. Women's Group for Mom's of Kid's with special needs – Room 132 
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue

Friday, October 14
12:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva
• Join us for a Welcome Coffee: Start here to learn more about Third. Our next        

Welcome Coffee is Sunday, October 16, at 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor.

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  


