
Sunday | October 29, 2017

THE GRACE OF GIVING

“It is entirely the work of grace 
and a benefit conferred by it 

that our heart is changed from a stony one 
to one of flesh, that our will is made new, 

and that we, created anew in heart and mind, 
at length will what we ought to will.”

John Calvin



Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Called together for the renewal of all things 
through Jesus Christ. 



Sanctuary Decorations 

Ordinary Time 2017 

As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal.  Not only do we mark the seasons of the 
Christian year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors 
and textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

We have spent the half year from Advent to Pentecost walking through the whole story of 
Jesus. Trinity Sunday begins the six-month period of Ordinary Time when we remember 
the story of God’s people as told throughout the Old and New Testaments. In Ordinary 
Time we are reminded that we are part of a great community of believers throughout time 
and history that has been called together to bear witness to God’s promises and presence 
in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus and his kingdom.  The color of this season is green, 
representing the way God is at work sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms we 
experience year by year in his creation, and the way God is calling and empowering his 
Church to join in the work of renewing all things. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                    "Fantasia On the Luther Hymn 'Ein Feste Burg'"                Jeff Hummel  
                                                              (Jan Zwart)           
                                                                                                 
Welcome and Announcements  

Choral Preparation for Worship   
                                             "God Is Our Refuge and Strength"                  Sanctuary Choir 
 

  Call to Worship                                                                                   From Psalm 46                                                                                      

Leader: God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in trouble.
People: Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way and the 

mountains fall into the heart of the sea,
Leader: Though its waters roar and foam and the mountains quake with their surging.
People: The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
Leader: Come and see what the Lord has done, the desolations he has brought on the 

earth. He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among 
the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”

People: The Lord Almighty is with us; the God of Jacob is our fortress.
                    
Prayer of Adoration

   Songs of Praise             "A Mighty Fortress Is Our God"             #43 in the Hymnal                          
                                           "Confession – You Are My Refuge"                                                                                               

                (See music on following pages)                                                           
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A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD  
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A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing;
Our helper he, amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe doth seek to work us woe;
His craft and power are great, and, armed with cruel hate,
On earth is not his equal.

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing,
Were not the right man on our side, the man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? Christ Jesus, it is he; 
Lord Sabaoth his name, from age to age the same, 
And he must win the battle.

And though this world, with devils filled, should threaten to undo us,
We will not fear, for God hath willed his truth to triumph through us.
The Prince of Darkness grim, we tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure, for lo, his doom is sure;
One little word shall fell him.

That word above all earthly powers, no thanks to them, abideth;
The Spirit and the gifts are ours through him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; 
The body they may kill: God’s truth abideth still; 
His kingdom is forever.
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CONFESSION - YOU ARE MY REFUGE  

LEADER:  Out of the depths I cry to you, O God.
       Please, won’t you listen to my cry for mercy, O God.

PEOPLE:  Sing refrain

LEADER:  Lord, if you kept a record of sins, who could stand?
       For no one is righteous, but mercy is found in your hands.

PEOPLE:  Sing refrain

LEADER:  Lord, we are listening; we long for the sound of your voice. Your love 
                  is unfailing, your mercy brings brings comfort and joy.

PEOPLE:  Sing refrain

LEADER:  Blessed is he whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are covered. 

ALL:          Blessed is the one whose sin the Lord does not count against them,  
                  and in whose spirit is no deceit.  (Psalm 32:1-2 NIV)



Silent Confession 

    Words of Comfort                                          From Heidelberg Catechism Q&A 1

Leader: What is your only comfort in life and death?
People: That I am not my own, 

but belong with body and soul,
both in life and in death, 
to my faithful Savior Jesus Christ. 
He has fully paid for all my sins
with his precious blood, 
and has set me free
from all the power of the devil. 
He also preserves me in such a way 
that without the will of my heavenly Father
not a hair can fall from my head; 
indeed, all things must work together
for my salvation. 
Therefore, by his Holy Spirit
he also assures me of eternal life 
and makes me heartily willing and ready
from now on to live for him.

   

Celebration of Baptism 
11:15 a.m. service                                                                          Robert Bennett Schmidt        
                
Song                                                                    "The Lord Bless You and Keep You" 

The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you. 
And give you peace, and give you peace, and give you peace forever. 

    Greeting of Peace   

    As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one 
        another a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say 
        something simple like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING  

Our Offerings
Pray for CARITAS, a ministry which joins with area congregations in providing the most 
basic needs of Richmond's homeless – food and shelter, home furnishings, and 
employment. Pray for our guests this week to experience the love of Christ.

Offertory                     Stewardship Video: Christian Arabic Church Homework Tutoring

    Doxology 
     Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

         Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
         below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and 
         Holy Ghost. Amen.

 †          
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Scripture Reading                                                                           2 Corinthians 8:1-9                                                                                  

1 And now, brothers and sisters, we want you to know about the grace that God 
has given the Macedonian churches. 2 In the midst of a very severe trial, their 
overflowing joy and their extreme poverty welled up in rich generosity. 3 For I testify 
that they gave as much as they were able, and even beyond their ability. Entirely on 
their own, 4 they urgently pleaded with us for the privilege of sharing in this service to 
the Lord’s people. 5 And they exceeded our expectations: They gave themselves first 
of all to the Lord, and then by the will of God also to us. 6 So we urged Titus, just as he 
had earlier made a beginning, to bring also to completion this act of grace on your 
part. 7 But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—see that you also excel 
in this grace of giving.

8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity of your love by comparing 
it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that 
though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty 
might become rich.

                                                
Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!   
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 Message: 
The Grace of Giving 
+ Corey Widmer +

  
Notes:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

      Song of Response                  "Amazing Grace (My Chains are Gone)"

Amazing grace! How sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind, but now I see.

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear,
And grace my fears relieved;
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed!

Chorus 
My chains are gone, I've been set free.
My God, my Savior has ransomed me.
And like a flood his mercy rains, 
Unending love, amazing grace.

Through many dangers, toils and snares,
I have already come;
’Tis grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me home.

 †          



12

Prayers of the People                                                                          

Leader: Lord Jesus, you are the generous Prince who held back nothing in order to 
give us everything. Grant our hearts a deep grasp of your lavish grace, that 
we might grow in joyful, sacrificial generosity toward your work in the world.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer. 
Leader: Loving Father, we thank you for our Reformed heritage, yet we also grieve 

the divisions within the global Church. Pour out your Spirit on your people in 
every nation and bring unity around the gospel, that the world would know 
that you sent Jesus as Savior of all. 
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.
Leader: Spirit of life, draw near and show mercy to the sick, the dying, and all who 

suffer; to the poor, the imprisoned, and the lonely; to refugees, the homeless, 
and the displaced. Draw near to all those who long for grace.
Lord, in your mercy,

People: Hear our prayer.

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; 
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily 
bread. And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not 
into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the 
power and the glory for ever. Amen. 

                                                                        



Prayer Needs

For Health
Larry Dupree, Nick Jeffer, Kaye Phillips, Elaine Turner, Judy Clough, Nancy Taulbee, 
Gina Maio, John Robertson, Brad Bishop, Cheryl Richardson, Evi Burgin, Greyson 
Tate, Carole Macomber, Julie Walden, Amy Boyd, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Lou 
Hanscom 

For Comfort 
Deaths – Dave Beckman (father, 10/11), Eli Cox (mother, 10/8), Martha Schilthuis 
(husband Jack, 10/4), Rick Darby (stepmother, 10/2), Amy Whitaker (mother, 10/1), 
Mike Lohr (father, 8/20), Robert Luck (grandfather)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for public, non-profit and religious social service work and ministries in 
metropolitan Richmond: for advocates who fight for the rights of persons who cannot 
fight for themselves.   

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners 
in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

   Song of Commitment                           "In Christ Alone"          

In Christ alone my hope is found; 
He is my light, my strength, my song.
This Cornerstone, this solid ground, 
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm.
What heights of love, what depths of peace, 
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease.
My Comforter, my All in All, 
Here in the love of Christ I stand.

In Christ alone, who took on flesh, 
Fullness of God in helpless babe.
This gift of love and righteousness, 
Scorned by the ones he came to save.
'Til on that cross, as Jesus died, 
The wrath of God was satisfied.
For every sin on him was laid; 
Here in the death of Christ I live.

There in the ground his body lay, 
Light of the world by darkness slain.
Then, bursting forth in glorious day, 
Up from the grave he rose again.
And as he stands in victory, 
Sin's curse has lost its grip on me.
For I am his and he is mine, 
Bought with the precious blood of Christ.

No guilt in life, no fear in death:  
This is the power of Christ in me.
From life's first cry to final breath, 
Jesus commands my destiny.
No power of hell, no scheme of man 
Can ever pluck me from his hand,
'Til he returns or calls me home, 
Here in the power of Christ I'll stand.

 †          
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   Commission                                                                                 From 2 Peter 3:18

Leader: But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
People: To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.

                                   
   Benediction                                                       

Postlude                             "Allegro Maestoso from Sonata II"                       Jeff Hummel 
                                                           (Felix Mendelssohn)                                                                                                       

        

                    

SERVICE NOTES 
Today at the 11:15 a.m. service we celebrate the baptism of Robert Bennett 
Schmidt, son of Sarah-Elizabeth and Brennan Schmidt.  Relatives present today are Bob 
and Patti Schmidt, Lynn Eskey and Marcella Schelhammer. Elder representing the Session 
by holding the font is Annhorner Truitt. Prayer sponsors are Lauren and Robert Luck. 

Today's flowers are given in loving memory of Robert Klipp on his birthday, 
October 20, by Ron and Ann Klipp. 

 †   

 †   
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2017 Stewardship Season

“And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all
that you need, you will abound in every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8

We believe the local church is one of God’s great vessels of hope for the world. Through 
the local church, the gospel is proclaimed, community is formed, individuals grow and the 
kingdom is embodied.

To that end, every year we look at what it will cost us in the coming year to live as the 
particular local church God has called us to be. The staff, working with the members of 
the Budget and Stewardship Committee, have carefully projected our budget for the 
coming year and want to share it with you in preparation for Faith Commitment Sunday 
on November 5. It is the preliminary proposed budget for 2018 and awaits approval by 
the Session. 

Together on November 5 we will express our commitment of faith in pledging our 
financial resources to God through the work of this local church. Our pledges help us 
determine the accuracy of the budget and ensure our financial commitments to our 80+ 
mission partners in Richmond and around the world.

On Faith Commitment Sunday, we as the family of Third offer to God our financial faith 
commitments to his church for the coming year and pray for the Spirit and power of God 
to use our gifts to bring a harvest for his kingdom.
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2018 PROPOSED THIRD CHURCH BUDGET
Giving Budget of $3.83M

“But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—

see that you also excel in this grace of giving.” 
2 Corinthians 8:7

Personnel

Pastoral & 
Ministries

Operations

Missions

Debt
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NEWS & EVENTS
Faith Commitment Sunday – Next Sunday, November 5 
As we remember God’s grace this past year and the many years before, we look forward 
to this next year. Please be in prayer for the Lord’s leading as to how you will support 
Third’s ministry in 2018. On November 5, we, as a church family will make our financial 
commitments to the church for the year to come. Pray with us, and join us in celebrating 
God’s great grace as we bring our Faith Commitment cards (found around the church) 
next Sunday. 

Congregational Meeting: Sunday, November 19, after the 11:15 a.m. service
Please mark your calendar for our next congregational meeting on November 19, 
following the 11:15 a.m. service. We'll vote on officer nominees and hear about facility 
planning updates (with Working Group 4). In preparation for the vote, pick up a copy 
of the "Getting to Know Your Officers" handout around the church to read more about 
our leaders!

Connect with College Students!
This fall, we're welcoming many new young adults and college students to Third. These 
folks are eager to connect and are seeking authentic relationships and honest and faithful 
guidance to walk through the many opportunities and challenges in their lives. Interested 
in learning more and getting connected with a student? Contact Phillip Yelverton 
(phillipy@thirdrva.org).  



Hiring at Third: Database Administrator and Administrative Assistant
Third is seeking a full-time administrative assistant to support our new Pastor of 
Discipleship and Parish Ministry, Derek Mondeau. This individual will assist the pastor in 
communication, scheduling, and organizing for the Parish Ministry, and will also be an 
expert in our database Shelby Next, establishing protocols and standards for its use and 
training other staff and volunteer users. For more info and to apply, visit: thirdrva.org/
open-ministry-positions. 

Needle's Eye Conference: Reclaiming Faith, Hope, and Love at Work – 
November 17-18, Bon Air Baptist
 Join our mission partner Needle's Eye Ministries for this conference that will inspire the 
people of Richmond to experience God’s restorative plan to reclaim faith, hope, and love 
at work. Many churches are coming together to sponsor the weekend, and author and 
speaker Rev. Dr. Kenneth Barnes (Workplace Theology and Business Ethics chair at 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary) will lead the time. More info and sign up: 
needleseye.org. 

NEWS & EVENTS
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
Join us for our Sunday morning discipleship classes for adults during the 10:00 a.m. hour. 

We’re offering many new short-term topical classes this season, and we hope you join 
us— especially if you’ve never been to a discipleship class before. For full class 
descriptions, visit: thirdrva.org/sunday-discipleship. 

Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 

  Doing God's Justice in   Think for a Change: 
 a Hurting World    Wisdom from the Proverbs 
 Fellowship Hall    Room 217
 Sept. 10 - Nov. 26   Sept. 10-Nov. 26
  
 A Study of Galatians  Reflections on the Reformation
 Room 101    Our History, Our Heartbreak, Our Hope
 Continuous     Room 213
      Oct. 1-Nov. 26

 Unlocking Your Family Pattern: 
 Finding Freedom from a Hurtful Past
 500 Forest Avenue, Room 109
 Sept. 10-Nov. 26
  
            

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: Sunday School is available for all children and 
students. See below for room locations for all Sunday School classes:   

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: Childcare is available for all children 
aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is across the courtyard and directly up the stairs, Room 226. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows (traciem@
thirdrva.org).
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AGE ROOM

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds (Little Lambs) All on the 1st floor

Little Lions - Young 3s Room 223

Little Monkeys - Older 3s, Young 4s Room 204

Little Eagles - Older 4s Room 202

Kindergarten Room 227

1st Grade Room 220

2nd Grade Room 221

3rd Grade Room 201

4th Grade Room 209

5th and 6th Grade Basement

Middle and High School Meet in Student Ministry Area



THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, October 29  
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary

Monday, October 30
5:45 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, October 31
9:30 a.m. "Nehemiah: A Heart That Can Break" study – Room 213

Wednesday, November 1
8:30 a.m. Community Bible Study – Various rooms, 600 Forest Avenue 
6:00 p.m. Freedom Road: A Recovery Community – 2nd Floor Conference Room, 
                                                                                       500 Forest Avenue  
6:30 p.m. Refresh evening study – Parlor 
6:45 p.m. Homework Tutoring – Fellowship Hall 
6:45 p.m. English as a Second Language for Adults – Room 101 
6:45 p.m. Club56 – Basement 

Thursday, November 2
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Friday, November 3
1:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
6:00 p.m. Healing prayer rooms – Student ministry area 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for our ministry emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva  
• Join us for our next Welcome Coffee: Sunday, Nov. 19 @ 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor. 

Start here to learn more about Third. 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Room 101

Parlor

Courtyard

Parking Lot

To 
Parking Lot


