
 November 30, 2014
11:15 a.m. Sanctuary 

First Sunday in Advent 

Meditation 
“Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day 
your Lord will come.” Matthew 24:42

Organ Prelude                                           Mark Koontz
                                     
Welcome

Call to Worship                                    Revelation 22:17                
“The Spirit and the bride say, ‘Come!’ And let the one who hears 
say, ‘Come!’ Let the one who is thirsty come; and let the one who 
wishes take the free gift of the water of life.”

Choral Response     “Let All Who Are Thirsty, Come” 
                                                                            Sanctuary Choir 

Opening Prayer

*Hymn of Praise #108     “Come, Christians, Join to Sing”  
                                 
Prayer of Confession 

*Song of Response               
   

      If you’re not reading The Loop, 
        you’re not in the loop. 

Pick up The Loop for this week’s 
announcements and calendar.  

You’ll find it at exits around 
the building. You can also 

read The Loop online at 
www.ThirdRVA.org. 

Morning Prayer
Health Needs
Joe Keller, Waylon Lloyd, Barbara Satterfield, 
Lou Rutherford, Mary Ann Hancock, Mary 
Cox, James Hacker, Nancy Cunningham, Tiffany 
Hartman

Deaths
Debi Berg (mother), Julia Durham (mother), 
Nikki Lloyd (grandmother), Mary Caudill 
(mother, Louise), Laurie Chalifoux (husband, 
Mike), Art Wood (father), Jean Johnson (husband, 
Roy), Allene Brown (mother), Deb Cox (husband, 
Dave), Ann Green (husband, Fran)     

Today’s Service Leaders
Rick Hutton, Beth Nichols 

Today’s flowers are given to the glory of God and 
in loving memory of James Layne Chambers, Jr. 
(Jim) by Grant, Erin and Amelia James Holbrook. 
(Psalm 23:6)

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have 
your child with you but he or she is a little too 
active or noisy to be in the service.  The service is 
streamed into Room 124 so you can hear the 
sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/
toddler. Room 124 is located in the connecting 
hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading 
to the Student Ministry area.

Are you going to be away any Sunday 
this month? You can now view our worship 
services (9:00 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. in the 
Sanctuary) online at www.thirdrva.org/
watch-live. Or, find the link on the Welcome/This 
Sunday page. You can view the services through 
UStream (our vendor) on any device: smartphone, 
tablet, laptop/desktop. 

Welcome, visitors!
We’re glad you’ve chosen to 

worship at Third!  Be sure to write 
your contact information (phone 

and/or email) on the pads that will 
be passed this morning so that we 

can get in touch with you to let 
you know more about life at 
Third. After the service, you 

will find information on Third in 
the entry foyer and in the Steeple 
Corridor under the display TVs.  
We look forward to meeting and 

getting to know you.

“They were looking 
intently up into the sky 

as he was going, when 
suddenly two men 

dressed in white stood 
beside them. ‘Men of 

Galilee,’ they said, why 
do you stand here looking 

into the sky? This same 
Jesus, who has been taken 

from you into heaven, will 
come back in the same 
way you have seen him 

go into heaven.’” 
Acts 1:10-11

“But for them it was only 
the beginning of the real 
story. All their life in this 

world and all their 
adventures in Narnia had 

only been the cover and 
the title page: now at 

last they were beginning 
Chapter One of the Great 

Story which no one on 
earth has read: which goes 

on forever: in which 
every chapter is better 
than the one before.”            

C.S. Lewis, The Last Battle



Prayer of Illumination  

Scripture Reading               2 Peter 3:1-13         (scripture inside)                              
 Leader: This is the Word of the Lord.                       
 People: Thanks be to God!

Message          “Anticipating the End” (Part One)         Steve Hartman 

*Hymn of Response #271      “Christ is Coming! Let Creation” 

The Apostles’ Creed  (Hymnal #14)

Greeting of Peace

Introduction to Offering and Announcements       

Offering Sentence: “Command them to do good, to be rich in good 
deeds, and to be generous and willing to share. In this way they will lay 
up treasure for themselves as a firm foundation for the coming age, so 
that they may take hold of the life that is truly life.” 1 Timothy 6:18-19

Offertory                        “Every Valley”                    Sanctuary Choir 
                                                     (Beck)                              
                                   
Ev’ry valley shall be exalted and ev’ry mountain made low,
And the crooked made straight, and the rough places plain.
And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, revealed,
And all flesh shall see it together, for the mouth of the Lord hath spoken it.

Amen!

*Doxology
“Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: Praise Father, Son and Holy 
Ghost. Amen.”

Missionary 
Prayer Request 

Pray for 
Carolyn Rennie 

in her ministry of 
care and discipleship 

in Romania.

Prayers of the People and The Lord’s Prayer  

                             

*Hymn of Commission #115                    “Fairest Lord Jesus”            

*Benediction  

Organ Postlude                                                                        Mark Koontz

Today’s Bible Reading                                                                                  2 Peter 3:1-13
1 Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as 
reminders to stimulate you to wholesome thinking. 2 I want you to recall the words 
spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the command given by our Lord and Savior 
through your apostles. 3 Above all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers 
will come, scoffing and following their own evil desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this 
‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our ancestors died, everything goes on as it has since 
the beginning of creation.” 5 But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word 
the heavens came into being and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6 By 
these waters also the world of that time was deluged and destroyed. 7 By the same word 
the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of judgment 
and destruction of the ungodly. 8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With 
the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand years are like a day. 9 The Lord is 
not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. Instead he is patient with 
you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 10 But the day 
of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements 
will be destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything done in it will be laid bare. 
11 Since everything will be destroyed in this way, what kind of people ought you to be? 
You ought to live holy and godly lives 12 as you look forward to the day of God and 
speed its coming. That day will bring about the destruction of the heavens by fire, and 
the elements will melt in the heat. 13 But in keeping with his promise we are looking 
forward to a new heaven and a new earth, where righteousness dwells.                              

The first Advent Candle represents Prophecy.  Isaiah 9:2-7 reminds us of the birth of the Christ 
child in Bethlehem, but also looks forward to Christ’s return when all the prophecies are fulfilled 
by the Prince of Peace!


