
Sunday | November 1, 2015

EXODUS
Preparing a People

“God loves it when the giver delights in the giving.”
2 Corinthians 9:7 

(The Message)





Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 



GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.

Prelude                                                        “Prelude and Fugue in D Minor”– Jeff Hummel 
8:45 Service                                                                        (J.S. Bach)

Welcome and Announcements   

Preparation 

Leader:     Let’s prepare our hearts to worship the living God, for “The Lord is in his holy 
                  temple; let all the earth be silent before him” (Habakkuk 2:20).
People:   Amen.

A period of silence is kept.                                                                                                                                 

      Call to Worship            From Psalm 16:4-11 

Leader:  You make known to us the path of life; in your presence there is fullness of 
joy; at your right hand are pleasures forevermore. The sorrows of those who run 
after another god shall multiply. The Lord is my chosen portion and my cup.

People: Indeed, we have a beautiful inheritance!
Leader: Come, Lord Jesus.
People: Amen. Come, Lord Jesus! 

                                                                                                                                                              
                                                                          
 

 †

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †
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        Opening Prayer  
        
        Song of Praise      
                               

                  

 †
 †

THIS IS AMAZING GRACE



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Confession of Sin                  Psalm 32

(Congregation sings) 

People:  When I survey the wondrous cross 
     On which the Prince of glory died, 
     My richest gain I count but loss, 
     And pour contempt on all my pride. 

Leader:    Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered.
                 Blessed is the person against whom the Lord counts no iniquity, and in whose 
                 spirit there is no deceit. For when I kept silent, my bones wasted away
                 through my groaning all day long. For day and night your hand was heavy 
                 upon me; my strength was dried up as by the heat of summer.

People:  Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast, 
     Save in the death of Christ, my God! 
     All the vain things that charm me most, 
     I sacrifice them to his blood. 

Leader:    I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; I said, “I will 
                confess my transgressions to the Lord,” and you forgave the iniquity of my 
                sin. Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a time when 
                you may be found; surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach 
                him. You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; you 
                surround me with shouts of deliverance.

People:  See from his head, his hands, his feet, 
                 Sorrow and love flow mingled down!  
                 Did e’er such love and sorrow meet,
     Or thorns compose so rich a crown? 
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Leader:     I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go; I will counsel 
                 you with my eye upon you. Be not like a horse or a mule, without 
                 understanding, which must be curbed with bit and bridle, or it will not stay 
                 near you. Many are the sorrows of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds 
                 the one who trusts in the Lord. Be glad in the Lord, and rejoice, O righteous,
                 and shout for joy, all you upright in heart!

People:  Were the whole realm of nature mine, 
     That were a present far too small; 
     Love so amazing, so divine, 
     Demands my soul, my life, my all. 

Words of Forgiveness                      Lamentations 3:22-24

Leader:    But this I call to mind, and therefore I have hope:
People:  The steadfast love of the Lord never ceases, his mercies never come to 
                 an end; they are new every morning; great is your faithfulness! The 
                 Lord is my portion; therefore I will hope in him.

     Greeting of Peace   †
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THANKSGIVING  
We give to the Lord in gratitude for what he has done for us.

8:45 a.m. – During the noisy offering, children ages kindergarten and younger will be 
dismissed to Room 223 for play time and snack.

Our Offerings
Pray for Set Free, a ministry which offers hope and healing through the Lord Jesus Christ to all 
individuals who struggle with sexual sin and its resultant brokenness, through support groups, 
couples counseling, and education to families, friends and churches dealing with these issues.                                                

Musical Offering                                                                                   “Called Me Higher”                                            
                  Words and Music: Leslie Jordan

I could just sit, I could just sit and wait
For all your goodness, hope to feel your presence.
And I could just stay, I could just stay right where I am,
And hope to feel you, hope to feel something again.

(refrain) 
But you have called me higher, you have called me deeper,
And I’ll go where you will lead me, Lord. Where you lead me.

I could hold on, I could hold on to who I am.
And never let you change me from the inside.
I could be safe, oh, I could be safe here in your arms,
And never leave home, never let these walls down.  (refrain)

I will be yours, oh, I will be yours for all my life.
So let your mercy light the path before me.

© 2011 Integrity’s Praise! Music; CCLI License # 706798

     Doxology 
      Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

      Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heavenly host: 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

 †
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word. 

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Readings                                                            
                                    Exodus 25:2 
2 “Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering. You are to receive the offering for me from 
everyone whose heart prompts them to give.

Exodus 35:4-9, 20-29                                                                  
4 Moses said to the whole Israelite community, “This is what the Lord has commanded: 5 From 
what you have, take an offering for the Lord. Everyone who is willing is to bring to the Lord an 
offering of gold, silver and bronze; 6 blue, purple and scarlet yarn and fine linen; goat hair;
 7 ram skins dyed red and another type of durable leather; acacia wood; 8 olive oil for the 
light; spices for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense; 9 and onyx stones and other 
gems to be mounted on the ephod and breastpiece.”

20 Then the whole Israelite community withdrew from Moses’ presence, 21 and everyone who 
was willing and whose heart moved them came and brought an offering to the Lord for the 
work on the tent of meeting, for all its service, and for the sacred garments. 22 All who were 
willing, men and women alike, came and brought gold jewelry of all kinds: brooches, 
earrings, rings and ornaments. They all presented their gold as a wave offering to the Lord. 
23 Everyone who had blue, purple or scarlet yarn or fine linen, or goat hair, ram skins dyed 
red or the other durable leather brought them. 24 Those presenting an offering of silver or 
bronze brought it as an offering to the Lord, and everyone who had acacia wood for any 
part of the work brought it. 25 Every skilled woman spun with her hands and brought what she 
had spun—blue, purple or scarlet yarn or fine linen. 26 And all the women who were willing 
and had the skill spun the goat hair. 27 The leaders brought onyx stones and other gems to be 
mounted on the ephod and breastpiece. 28 They also brought spices and olive oil for the light 
and for the anointing oil and for the fragrant incense. 29 All the Israelite men and women who 
were willing brought to the Lord freewill offerings for all the work the Lord through Moses had 
commanded them to do.
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          Exodus 36:2-7 

2 Then Moses summoned Bezalel and Oholiab and every skilled person to whom the Lord 
had given ability and who was willing to come and do the work. 3 They received from Moses 
all the offerings the Israelites had brought to carry out the work of constructing the sanctuary. 
And the people continued to bring freewill offerings morning after morning. 4 So all the skilled 
workers who were doing all the work on the sanctuary left what they were doing 5 and said 
to Moses, “The people are bringing more than enough for doing the work the Lord 
commanded to be done.”

6 Then Moses gave an order and they sent this word throughout the camp: “No man or 
woman is to make anything else as an offering for the sanctuary.” And so the people were 
restrained from bringing more, 7 because what they already had was more than enough to 
do all the work.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!



Message:  

+ A Generous People +
Corey Widmer 

Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
                                                                                 
The Lord’s Supper
Leader:       Lift up your hearts!
People:     We lift them up to the Lord.
Leader:       Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All:             It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Musical Meditation               “Take My Life and Let It Be Consecrated”                         
                                                                                           
Take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee;
Take my hands and let them move at the impulse of thy love,
At the impulse of thy love.

Take my feet and let them be swift and beautiful for thee;
Take my voice and let me sing always, only, for my King,
Always, only, for my King.

Take my love, my God, I pour at thy feet its treasure store;
Take myself and I will be ever, only, all for thee,
Ever, only, all for thee.

Take my life and let it be.                                 

Hymn #579                   “I Surrender All”  
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Prayer of Commitment 
Leader: Holy God, we praise you and thank you for giving all that you are and all that 

you have for our good. You hold back nothing for our salvation, forgiveness 
and flourishing. Thank you for calling us together into your mission of 
redeeming all things. We acknowledge that all things belong to you, and we 
only give you back what is your own.  

Everyone: We commit to you our time, our talents, and our treasures. Use all 
that we are and all that we have for your glory and your Kingdom 
work!

Leader: As your children, we acknowledge our total need for you in the year ahead. 
Keep us always aware of our dependence on your generous mercy. Keep us 
always crying out to you as our Father, praying together with all the saints,

Everyone: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy 
kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give 
us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our debts, as we 
forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 
for ever and ever. Amen. 

Prayer Needs

For Health
Courtney Via, Brenda Wiltshire, Eileen Raynor, Pam Padgett, Mary Ann Hancock, Lou 
Hanscom, Carol Holt, Celeste Reynolds, Gretchen Gravely, Betty and Joe Cox, Pam Rambo, 
Mary Howard, Jared Armistead

For Comfort 
Deaths – Jennifer Parham (father, 10/7), Karen Fite (father, 10/6), Frank Wilson (sister, 
10/4), Martha Gilg (father, 9/28), Annhorner Truitt (sister-in-law, 9/7), Brenda Wiltshire 
(brother, 8/31), Kathie Cox (mother, 8/31), Jane Gallion (8/20), Kay Martine (husband, 
8/18), Britten Parker (father, 8/16), Mason and Jean Robinson, Stephen Robinson and 
Danita Harper (son and brother, Greg Robinson, 8/7)

For Metro Richmond
We pray for persons in financial need in metropolitan Richmond: for the unemployed and 
underemployed, for suitable work, living wages, and fair benefits for all workers in this 
metropolitan city; and for sufficient employment to make healthy family life possible. 

For Our Nation and the World
Slovakia, Slovenia, Solomon Islands, Somalia, South Africa



The Lord’s Supper 

The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because 
the bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When we 
come forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the Holy 
Spirit, extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome all baptized Christians who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus 
Christ for salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this 
time to meditate on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth

Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by the 
cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, please 
guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the light and 
life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief

Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful that I ever dared admit, but through 
you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for paying my debt 
on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete acceptance. Knowing that 
you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and receive you as Savior and Lord. 
Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

Song of Commission                                “Great is Thy Faithfulness” – #60 in the Hymnal 

         Commission                                                                             2 Corinthians 9:8,15                                                                                                                

Leader: God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency in 
all things at all times, you may abound in every good work!

People: Thanks be to God for his inexpressible gift!
               
                                                      
      Benediction                                                                                                         
      Postlude                                                            “Tuba Tune in D Major” – Jeff Hummel 
      11:15 Service                                                                                              (C.S. Lang)

SERVICE NOTES
Today’s flowers are given in honor of our missions partner, Set Free. 

                                                                               

 †  

 †  
 †  
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NEWS 

Praying for our nation – today at 12:30 p.m.  
Join us in Room 101, the Good News class, to pray for God’s mercy on our country.  
Questions? Contact Bobbie Crowell (bobbie@nomedsforme.com) or 269-3552. 

Construction Update
You may have been wondering what’s been going on with all the dirt and excavating in front 
of the church. In order to resolve several drainage issues, we’re replacing the drainage 
system, including the roof downspouts around the front and south side of the church. 
Construction should be completed by early November.

Relationships in Peace Ministry
If you are experiencing a relationship impasse or need someone to walk beside you through a 
difficult relational situation or conflict, please contact us.  We’re here to help.  Learn about this 
Third care ministry at www.thirdrva.org/partners/relationships-in-peace.  For assistance: 
RelationshipsInPeace.ThirdRVA@gmail.com or call Margie Satterfield, (804) 819-0260.

Bibles For India – Inspire International, the literacy ministry of David and Nalini Singh, 
is in continuing need of new and gently used Bibles, Bible dictionaries and commentaries. 
Children’s materials are also needed. The orange collection box is in the commons area outside 
the Fellowship Hall. 

The Children’s Library is open for families to come and browse our wide selection of books 
and videos. 
       



EVENTS
For more information on classes, events and ministries, come to the Fellowship Hall from
9:45-11:30 a.m., visit our website or find more information at kiosks throughout the 
building. 

Shiloh Ministry: Dessert and Fellowship – Monday, Nov. 16 at 7 p.m. 
Shiloh is a new ministry at Third that provides support for those grieving the loss of their 
unborn baby or longing for a child yet to be conceived. Shiloh invites you to an initial 
gathering for dessert and fellowship at Caroline Hutton’s home: 9602 January Court, 
Richmond, 23238. Husbands welcome. For more information or to RSVP, contact Caroline 
Hutton (cmhutton6@gmail.com) or Charlotte Gage (charlotte.jean.gage@gmail.com).

Fall Thanksgiving Feast – Wed., Nov. 18, 5:45 - 7:15 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
Gather with us for this family-friendly evening to give thanks. Our gathering will feature a 
traditional Thanksgiving meal followed by a time of singing together and teaching from Corey 
Widmer. Register at www.thirdrva.org/registrations or call Sterling Lloyd in the church office 
at 282-4645, ext. 115. Questions? Contact Lynn Hardwicke (lynnh@thirdrva.org). 

Makers Series: Neighbor – Friday, Nov. 20 at 7 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall
Join us as we welcome three local artists for our next edition of the Makers Series, picking up 
on the way that contemporary works of art (and artists) can also help us rethink “neighbor” 
and make spaces to connect and care for them.  

Bless Richmond – Saturday, Nov. 21 at 6 p.m. at U-Turn 
Gather together with a large and diverse group of Christians from across Richmond to pray 
alongside one another and thank God for his work in our city. Food donations will also be 
collected to feed metro Richmond’s hungry. For more information, see www.blessrva.org.  

Last Call! Men’s Basketball. 
Our participation in the Henrico County church league begins on November 12. We 
play weekly games and the season ends during March Madness. Contact Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org) if you’d like to join. 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP
Sunday Morning Discipleship Fellowship Classes (10:00 –11:00 a.m.)
 
To learn more about our discipleship classes, please visit our website or see the “Fall 
Season” pamphlet (located in the media racks) to read about all the wonderful study 
options, serving opportunities, and ways to be with your community.  Please contact Tom 
Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org) for questions or details.

Looking to meet folks and learn more about Jesus from the perspective of a 
non-Jewish physician? Try today’s class on “Did Not Our Hearts Burn Within Us?” a 
study 
of the book of Luke. Team-taught by Jennifer Parham, Grant Holbrook, and Andrew Fuller. 
We’ll talk about the scriptures in an interactive venue. We are located in Room 213. Give us 
a try. 

STUDENT MINISTRY 

Sunday Morning Ministry  
600 Forest Ave., Student Ministry Area

10:00-11:00 a.m. For all students in 7th-12th grade.

Sunday Evening Ministry  
600 Forest Ave., Fellowship Hall and Basement
7:00-8:30 p.m.  For all students in 7th-12th grade.

For more information on upcoming student ministry events and how you can get involved, 
contact Rick Hutton (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea Woie (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 

WEDNESDAYS AT THIRD
Come to Third this Wednesday at 6:30 p.m. for the Wednesday fellowship opportunities. 
Visit our website, pick up a copy of the Third Press, or see the “Fall Season” pamphlet 
(located in the media racks) to read about all the wonderful study options, serving 
opportunities, and ways to be with your community. Please contact Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org) for more information. 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
We welcome you to Third and want you to know that your children are precious to us!   
Our staff of both professional childcare workers and volunteers are here to serve your 
family in a safe, loving and Christ-centered environment.    

Nursery is provided for the 8:45 a.m. and 11:15 a.m. Sunday services. Sunday school is 
at 10:00 a.m. Child care is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. First 
grade and above attend worship with their parents. For details on all Sunday school 
class offerings, pick up the Fall class brochure found near the doors. 

Children ages 2 through 6th grade are taught by teams of volunteers who use the Tru 
curriculum by David C. Cook. This curriculum empowers the family to be the primary spiritual 
teacher and includes a weekly parent page emailed to families. The parent page previews 
the following Sunday’s lesson, and has a memory verse and blessing for the family to use the 
week before the children will learn the lesson in Sunday school.   

If you would like to receive the weekly parent email, contact Tracie Meadows 
(TracieM@thirdrva.org) or Kathy White (KathyW@thirdrva.org) with your child’s name and 
age or grade.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she is a little 
too active or noisy to be in the service. The service is streamed into Room 124 so you can 
hear the sermon while you nurse or play with your baby/toddler. Room 124 is located in 
the connecting hall across from the Toddler Room 105 leading to the Student Ministry area. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows 
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, November 1 
Faith Commitment Sunday 
9:45 a.m.-11:30 a.m. Weekly refreshments – Fellowship Hall
11:15 a.m. Experience Israel trip planning meeting – Room 101  
7:00 p.m. Student Ministry gathering – Fellowship Hall and Basement  
7:30 p.m. Christian Arabic Church worship – Sanctuary 

Tuesday, November 3
5:00 a.m. - 9:00 p.m. General Election – Fellowship Hall 
9:15 a.m. Weekly Women’s Group – Room 213
7:00 p.m. Student ministry testimony night – Rooms 213/215

Wednesday, November 4 
5:00 p.m. 5th and 6th grade monthly dinner – Fellowship Hall
6:00 p.m. Handbell rehearsal – Choir Room 
6:30 p.m. Reconnect: Wednesdays at Third – Various rooms, 600 Forest Avenue 
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Praise band rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:30 p.m. Third Brass rehearsal – Choir Room 
 
Thursday, November 5
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 

Friday, November 6
9:00 a.m. Emotional Eating Group – Knox Room, 500 Forest Avenue
6:30 p.m. Healing Prayer Rooms – Student Ministry area 

Saturday, November 7
9:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.  Women’s Conference – Fellowship Hall 
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Elders 
Class of 2018 

Deacons
Class of 2018

Trustees
Class of 2018

Mary Damon
Andrew Fuller
Kenney Grigg
Jeff Hassler
Fritz Kling
Stephen Piepgrass
Don Smith
Beth Sprinkle
Scott Ziegler

Ellen Armstrong
Mary Kay Avula
Derek Gage
Stephen Jenkins
Kathryn Pruett
Waylon Lloyd
Elizabeth Massie
Judy Duarte
Dru Fitch

Andrew Moore
John Robertson
Willson Brockenbrough

Class of 2017
Doug Kinard
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Budget Update

Year-to-date giving through September 
2015 is $1,714,000, which represents 62% 
of our annual giving plan with three months 
left in the year. As a reference point, through 
September 2014, we had collected 60% of 
what was our full year 2014 giving budget.  
Also in 2014, close to 36% of our actual 
giving was collected during the October to 
December period.  Through God’s grace 
and provision, our full year giving plan of 
$2,772,000 still looks within reach! 
Year-to-date expenses through September 
2015 are $2,066,000, with approximately 
31% of our spending directed towards 
missional/benevolence partners and 
activities.  

We continue to trail year-to-date budgeted 
giving by $117,000 – with $32,000 of 
that shortfall occurring in the month of 
September.  December has historically been 
our biggest giving month with close to 20% 
of annual giving in that month alone.  
Please consider either additional giving or 
an acceleration of your planned year-end 
giving to help minimize the current budget-
ary shortfall.  While we trust God to fully 
meet our annual needs this year just as he 
has in the past, a boost to giving would be 
a wonderful blessing.

So we give praise for God’s grace, 
provision and generosity and invite you to 
pray that our financial gifts will empower 
Third’s ministry and mission at Forest 
Avenue, in Richmond and around the world.  
Your gifts have Kingdom impact.

2015 Giving Plan $2,772,000

YTD Expenses 
$2,066,000 →

62%

Budgeted 
YTD Giving 
$1,831,000
 ←

  YTD Giving                      
 $1,714,000
  ←





A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD

Welcome to Third! Visit www.thirdrva.org to learn more about the community and how you 
can connect. Worship preparation, sermon reflection notes, and sermon audio are posted 
weekly. You can also watch the sermon live on the “This Sunday” page. If you’d like to join a 
small group , find out how you can become a member ,   or find ways to serve,  please contact 
Beth Nichols at bethn@thirdrva.org. Also follow us on Facebook and Twitter for community 
updates. 

JOIN US FOR FELLOWSHIP TODAY! 

Our services are at 8:45 a.m.,10:00 a.m., and 11:15 a.m. on Sundays in the Sanctuary.  
Join us for a short time of communion and prayer every Sunday at 8:00 a.m. in Room 101. 
From 9:45-11:30 a.m. on Sunday mornings, stop by for a time of fellowship and 
refreshments, including Blanchard’s coffee, in the Fellowship Hall. 

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Rm 101

Parlor

Student Ministry Area

Courtyard


