
Sunday | November 6, 2016

THE GOOD FATHER

"By Your giving, 
break our cycles of imagined scarcity;

override our presumed deficits;
quiet our anxieties of lack;

transform our perceptual field to see
the abundance…

mercy upon mercy,
blessing upon blessing."

 Walter Brueggemann





Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                  "Prelude and Fugue in D Minor"                         Jeff Hummel 
                                                                ( J. S. Bach)                                                                                                      

Welcome and Announcements  
Preparation                                                                                             
Leader: Open our ears, that we may hear you.

Open our eyes, that we may see you.
Open our lips, that we may praise you.
Open our hearts, that we may love you.

People: Amen. 

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.
  Call to Worship                                                                              From Psalm 84:1-4 

Leader: How lovely is your dwelling place, O Lord Almighty!
People: My soul yearns, even faints, for the courts of the Lord;

My heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.

Leader: Even the sparrow has found a home,
And the swallow a nest for herself,
Where she may have her young–
A place near your altar,
O Lord Almighty, my King and my God.

People: Blessed are those who dwell in your house,
Ever singing your praise!

Opening Prayer   
  Songs of Praise                   "Blessed Be Your Name"  
                                          "Seek Ye First the Kingdom of God"         #447 in the Hymnal  

                                                                      (See music on following pages) 

 The cross indicates standing, as you are able.  †

 †    

 †    



BLESSED BE YOUR NAME 
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Continued on next page



6



SEEK YE FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD
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Seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, 
And all these things shall be added unto you;
Allelu, alleluia!

Ask, and it shall be given unto you, seek and ye shall find, 
Knock, and the door shall be opened unto you;
Allelu, alleluia! 



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves.            
Prayer of Confession 

Everyone:   Almighty God, 
  to whom all hearts are open, 
  all desires known, 
  and from whom no secrets are hid: 
  Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
  by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
  that we may perfectly love you 
  and worthily magnify your holy name,
  through Jesus Christ, our Lord.
  Amen.

Silent Confession
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 †          

Song of Confession                                Kyrie Eleison 
               (Lord, Have Mercy)

 
       

   Words of Comfort                                                                      Numbers 6:24-26

Leader: The Lord bless you and keep you;
The Lord make his face shine upon you
And be gracious to you; 
The Lord lift up his countenance upon you,
And give you peace.
In and through Jesus Christ, you are forgiven.

People: Thanks be to God! 

   Greeting of Peace  †          
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THANKSGIVING
We respond to God’s word.                                                                                                

Our Offerings
Pray for the Pregnancy Resource Center of metro Richmond as they provide 
compassionate care to women unprepared for pregnancy by offering resources and 
practical assistance for life-affirming choices.

Offertory                                               "Good, Good Father" 
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 †            Doxology 
   Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
        below; praise him above, ye heavenly host: praise Father, Son and  
        Holy Ghost. Amen.    
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                                      Luke 12:22-34                                                             

22 Then Jesus said to his disciples: “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what 
you will eat; or about your body, what you will wear. 23 For life is more than food, and 
the body more than clothes. 24 Consider the ravens: They do not sow or reap, they have 
no storeroom or barn; yet God feeds them. And how much more valuable you are than 
birds! 25 Who of you by worrying can add a single hour to your life? 26 Since you cannot 
do this very little thing, why do you worry about the rest?

27 “Consider how the wild flowers grow. They do not labor or spin. Yet I tell you, not even 
Solomon in all his splendor was dressed like one of these. 28 If that is how God clothes 
the grass of the field, which is here today, and tomorrow is thrown into the fire, how much 
more will he clothe you—you of little faith! 29 And do not set your heart on what you will 
eat or drink; do not worry about it. 30 For the pagan world runs after all such things, and 
your Father knows that you need them. 31 But seek his kingdom, and these things will be 
given to you as well.

32 “Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased to give you the 
kingdom. 33 Sell your possessions and give to the poor. Provide purses for yourselves that 
will not wear out, a treasure in heaven that will never fail, where no thief comes near and 
no moth destroys. 34 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 



Message: 

The Good Father  
+ Corey Widmer +

  
Notes:
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
  
Celebration of the Lord's Supper

Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Everyone: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father,
you have made us in your image and for yourself.
You have made this good world for us to tend and to enjoy.
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You sought your ancient people when they strayed from you.
You freed them from the oppressor and brought them home.
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You have sent your Son to bring us home to you.
By his Incarnation–

People: You have found us.
Leader: By his Death–
People: You have forgiven us.
Leader: By his Resurrection–
People: You have freed us. 
Leader: God, our Father, 
People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.
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Words of Institution                                                          From 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

Leader: “The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he 
had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way, after supper he took the 
cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you eat this bread and 
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy Spirit
on our bread and wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of 
Christ, and on your people, that we may be the body of Christ, reconciled 
to you and to each other by his blood. By your Holy Spirit make us– 

People: One with Christ, 
one with each other, 
and one in mission to all the world,

Leader: Until Christ shall come in final victory
and we feast together at his heavenly banquet.

People: Amen! 
Leader: We pray: Maranatha–
People: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.
Leader: We pray the prayer which Christ has placed upon our lips–

Leader: In union with Jesus Christ of Nazareth, our Great High Priest, and 
with all who worship you, both in heaven and on earth, we offer 
you our praise, saying: 

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest;
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.



Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because 
the bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When 
we come forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the 
Holy Spirit, extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome all baptized Christians who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus 
Christ for salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this 
time to meditate on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by 
the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, 
please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the 
light and life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but 
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete 
acceptance. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and 
receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.
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Song of Response               "Come to the Table, Come to the Lord"    Sanctuary Choir 
8:45 and 11:15 a.m. service                           (Fair/Martin)

Come to the table, come to the Lord.
Jesus is calling, come be restored.
Bread is broken, wine is poured.
Come to the table, come to the Lord.

Come to the table, come and be blessed.
All who are weary, come and find rest.
There are no strangers, all are his guests.
Come to the table, come and be blessed.

Come to the table, God's gift of grace.
For there is mercy in his embrace.
Bring him your worship, bring him your praise.
Come to the table, God's gift of grace.

Come to the table, God's gift of grace. 
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Eat This Bread 
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                                                   At the Foot of the Cross
(10:00 a.m. service)

At the foot of the cross, where grace and suffering meet,
you have shown me your love through the judgment you received;
and you've won my heart, and you've won my heart. 

Chorus 
Now I can trade these ashes in for beauty
and wear forgiveness like a crown;
coming to kiss the feet of Mercy,
I lay every burden down at the foot of the cross.

At the foot of the cross, where I am made complete,
you have given me life through the death you bore for me;
and you've won my heart, and you've won my heart. 

Words and Music by Kathryn Scott
© 2003 Integrity Worship Music; CCLI License # 706798



Prayer Needs
For Health
Corrine Boyd, Loma Shafer, Missy Deregibus, Jack Schilthuis, Katie Payne, Allen Lawrence, 
Jerry Ramsey, Betty Cox, Charles Ellison, Dru Fitch, Mark Koontz, Margaret Leith, Dabney 
Harvey, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt

For Comfort 
Deaths – Jane Mims (mother, 10/31), Percy Strickland (father, 10/24), Patrick L. Wallace 
(father, 10/16), Dania Luby (father, 10/8), Wade Perkins, Sally Tate, Emily Schindler 
(father, grandfather, 9/25), Jeff Rebman (sister, 8/30), Lillian Hazelton (father, 7/21), 
Amy and Sarah Helweg (husband and father, 7/20)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for persons in financial need in metropolitan Richmond: for the unemployed and 
underemployed, for suitable work, living wages and fair benefits for all workers in this 
metropolitan city and for sufficient employment to make healthy family life possible.   

For Our Nation and the World – The United States 
With the exception of the Native Americans, the U.S. has been a country of immigrants 
throughout its history.  Currently 176 languages are spoken.  Although Christians comprise  
the largest religious group, the fastest growing religion in the U.S. is "no religious affiliation."

• Christianity shaped the foundation of U.S. government and society, which value                   
democracy, religious freedom, human rights, and generous giving.  These values are       
threatened by the influence of wealth, pornography, drugs, violence, self-centered        
individualism, and insensitivity to the poor.  Ask God to pour out His spirit upon this        
nation, bringing renewal of faith in Christ and to restore trusting obedience to His will.

• Many racial and ethnic communities continue to face discrimination and the cycles of   
unemployment, poverty, educational challenges, family instability, and violence.  Pray 
that the church will be at the forefront of honest conversation, building relationships and 
work to promote opportunity, justice and healing within and between communities.

• Many of the world's unreached people groups are living in the U.S. as immigrants            
or international students.  Many face challenging adjustment issues, lack language and  
educational skills to get good jobs, and may feel unwelcome or ignored by this host    
culture.  Pray that God's people will be a witness to the love, hope and good news of 
Jesus. 

• Pray for this week's elections.  Ask that the Lord will raise up wise and godly men and 
women to serve our nation, state and local communities.  May He bring healing to 
the deep divisions among us.  In 1 Timothy 1, Paul instructs us to pray for all those in             
authority, which pleases God.

19



SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

  Song of Commission                             "For All the Saints"                                        

For all the saints who from their labors rest,
Who thee by faith before the world confessed,
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might;
Thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight;
Thou in the darkness drear, their one true light. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!

O blest communion, fellowship divine! 
We feebly struggle; they in glory shine. 
Yet all are one in thee, for all are thine. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

And when the strife is fierce, the warfare long,
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song,
And hearts are brave again and arms are strong. 
Alleluia! Alleluia!

From earth’s wide bounds and ocean’s farthest coast,
Through gates of pearl stream in the countless host,
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost:
Alleluia! Alleluia!

 †  
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Commission                                                                               From Colossians 1:13                                                          
Leader: Brothers and sisters, go forth to live courageously, give generously, and 

work faithfully,
Everyone: For he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and 

brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves!

Benediction
    

Postlude                             "Trumpet Tune in D Major"                          Jeff Hummel
11:15 a.m. service                                      (David Johnson)                                                                                                           
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the Sanctuary 
(by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any prayer needs you 
may have.

SERVICE NOTES 
Today's flowers are given in honor of the Pregnancy Resource Center of metro 
Richmond as they provide compassionate care to women unprepared for pregnancy by 
offering resources and practical assistance for life-affirming choices.

Today's liturgists:  Nan Clarke, Tim Latham 
 

 †  

 †  
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Faith Commitment Sunday
“Do not be afraid, little flock, for your Father has been pleased 

to give you the Kingdom.”  Luke 12:32

We believe the local church is one of God’s great vessels of hope for the world. Through 
the local church, the gospel is proclaimed, community is formed, individuals grow, and 
the Kingdom is embodied. 

To that end, every year we look at what it will cost us in the coming year to live as the 
particular local church God has called us to be. The staff and elders have carefully 
projected our budget for the coming year, and now on this Sunday we come together to 
express our commitment of faith in pledging our financial resources to God through the 
work of this local church.  Our pledges help us determine the accuracy of the budget and 
ensure our financial commitments to our 75+ mission partners.

As we come together to make our commitments, we pray for the Spirit and power of God 
to use our gifts to bring a harvest for his Kingdom. “Since you excel in so many ways – in 
your faith, your gifted speakers, your knowledge, your enthusiasm and your love from us 
– I want you to excel also in this gracious act of giving.”  2 Corinthians 8:7 (NLT).
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NEWS & EVENTS

Welcome Coffee: Sunday, November 20, 9:45 a.m., Parlor
If you're new to Third, come to this monthly gathering to meet a few people and learn 
about Third's vision, what we believe and how to get involved.  Questions? Contact Beth 
Nichols (bethn@thirdrva.org).

Parent Forum – Wednesday, November 16, Sanctuary, 6:30 p.m.
Our children are being exposed to internet pornography at a young age.  How can we 
speak to them about this and help them navigate the internet safely?  At this forum on 
the topic of Sex and Sexuality and the Internet, panelists will answer questions and offer 
guidance. Panelists include:  Rick Hutton, Associate Pastor for Student Ministry; Alec 
Kean, Licensed Professional Counselor; Charles Teixeira, X3Groups Leader at XXXChurch; 
and Lori Welander, Apple Trainer. Questions? Contact Tracie Meadows
(traciem@thirdrva.org).

Congregational Meeting: Sunday, November 20, 12:30 p.m.
Members, please mark your calendar for our next congregational meeting on Sunday, 
November 20, following the 11:15 a.m. service. The purpose of this meeting will be to 
elect the Deacons, Trustees, and Elders who will begin serving in 2017, as well as elect 
the Nominations Committee for 2017.

Paul Miller Prayer Conference – Saturday, November 19, 9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Paul Miller, author of A Praying Life, will be with us to host a day-long conference. He 
will set the foundation for what a life marked by prayer looks like, as well as give practical 
steps to living every day in communion with the Father. Learn more and register: thirdrva.
org/events. Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).

Makers Series: Undone – Friday, November 18, 7:00 p.m., Fellowship Hall
Join us for the next installment of the Makers series, where artists will share their work and 
experiences through this month’s theme of Undone. Visual artist Sarah Irvin, writer and 
teacher Paul Miller, and producer/composer Isaac Wardell will share about creating 
work that reflects the profoundly unfinished physical, social, and spiritual places in which 
they have found themselves. More info: thirdrva.org/events. Questions? Contact Mark 
Sprinkle (marks@thirdrva.org).
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NEWS & EVENTS

New Adult Discipleship Class – Starting Today at 10:00 a.m.!  
Christians have used a variety of reading strategies to interpret and apply Scripture for 
their time and place. The purpose of this class—led by Nan and Boyd Clarke—is to 
develop a reading strategy that is both faithful to the Book and applicable to the 
complexity of our 21st century lives. Join us this morning (or next week!) at 10:00 a.m. 
More info: thirdrva.org/classes-and-fellowship, or contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.
org). 

Women’s Coffee: Tuesday, November 15, 9:30 a.m., Parlor
Third's Women's Ministry invites you to join us in the parlor next Tuesday for a chance to 
connect with long-time friends or meet new ones! There will be plenty of time for 
fellowship and a short devotional on the Fruit of the Spirit. For questions or to make a 
childcare reservation, email Missy Murchie at murchiefamily@yahoo.com. 

Interested in tutoring for CHAT?
Church Hill Activities and Tutoring (CHAT) is recruiting tutors for Monday and Tuesday 
night tutoring from 5:30-7:00 p.m. With 5 tutoring sites and students ranging from 
kindergarten to high school, there is a need for your help! Get the chance to make a 
positive impact on the youth in the East End! For more information, email Willoe DeFuccio 
at willoe.defuccio@chatrichmond.org. 
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SUNDAY MORNING FELLOWSHIP  
Come and join us for fellowship this morning! Weather permitting, we'll have Blanchard's 
coffee and snacks in the courtyard outside the Sanctuary between services, from 9:45 - 
11:30 a.m. 

SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us for our adult Sunday morning discipleship classes during the 10:00 a.m. 
worship hour. 

For more information on the classes below, visit: thirdrva.org/classes-and-fellowship, or 
pick up a copy of the Fall 2016 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and 
Mission. Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).

Sermon Chat: Explore God 
Fellowship Hall

Forgiving and Reconciling:
Bridges to Wholeness and Hope
500 Forest Avenue, Room 109

Did Our Hearts Not Burn Within Us?
A Study of Luke
Room 213

Starting Today! 
Can We Talk: 
How Does an Ancient Book 
Guide Modern Life?
Fellowship Hall

A Study of Hebrews
Room 101

Where is God in the 
Business and Busyness of Life?
Room 217

Marriage Fellowship
Room 215

Orphans and the Gospel
Room 207



STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: 
All of our children’s Sunday morning discipleship classes take place during the 
10:00 a.m. worship hour. 

Visit thirdrva.org/family-ministry-sunday-morning or pick up a copy of the Fall 
2016 Brochure for Community, Discipleship and Mission for information 
on where the classes will be. 

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: 
Childcare is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and 
above attend worship with their parents. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is located near the Student Ministry area in Room 132. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD

Sunday, November 6
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary 
12:30 p.m. Praying for Our Nation – Room 101 

Monday, November 7
5:45 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall 

Tuesday, November 8
9:00 a.m. Women's Group, Priscilla Shirer's "The Armor of God" – Room 217 
9:30 a.m. Women's Group, Priscilla Shirer's "Breathe" – Room 213
10:00 a.m. Sara's Circle of Friends – Parlor 
12:00 p.m. Helping Hands – Room 217
7:00 p.m. Worship Committee meeting – Parlor 
7:00 p.m. Student Ministry testimony night – Rooms 213/215

Wednesday, November 9
6:45 p.m. Alleluia choir rehearsal – Sanctuary  
6:30 p.m. Children's Choir – Room 201
6:30 p.m. Club 56 weekly meeting – Basement

Thursday, November 10
7:00 p.m. Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary  
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave-
nue

Friday, November 11
12:00 p.m. Day by Dayers – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Avenue
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva
• Join us for the next Welcome Coffee. Start here to learn more about Third. Sunday, 

November 20, 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor.

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  


