
Sunday | November 5, 2017

THE GRACE OF GIVING OUR MONEY 

"By Your giving, 
break our cycles of imagined scarcity;

override our presumed deficits;
quiet our anxieties of lack;

transform our perceptual field to see
the abundance:

mercy upon mercy,
blessing upon blessing."

 Walter Brueggemann







Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Called together for the renewal of all things 
through Jesus Christ. 



Sanctuary Decorations 

Ordinary Time 2017 

As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal.  Not only do we mark the seasons of the 
Christian year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors 
and textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

We have spent the half year from Advent to Pentecost walking through the whole story of 
Jesus. Trinity Sunday begins the six-month period of Ordinary Time when we remember 
the story of God’s people as told throughout the Old and New Testaments. In Ordinary 
Time we are reminded that we are part of a great community of believers throughout time 
and history that has been called together to bear witness to God’s promises and presence 
in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus and his kingdom.  The color of this season is green, 
representing the way God is at work sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms we 
experience year by year in his creation, and the way God is calling and empowering his 
Church to join in the work of renewing all things. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                     "Prelude and Fugue in D Minor"                     Jeff Hummel  
                                                                       (J. S. Bach)           
                                                                                                 
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship                                                                            Psalm 19:14                                                     
Leader: May the words of our mouths 

and the meditations of our hearts 
be pleasing in your sight, 
O Lord, our Rock and our Redeemer.

People: Amen. 

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.
 

  Call to Worship                                                                                   From Psalm 65

Leader: Praise awaits you, our God, in Zion; to you our vows will be fulfilled.
People: You who answer prayer, to you all people will come.
Leader: When we were overwhelmed by sins, you forgave our transgressions.
People: Blessed are those you choose and bring near to live in your courts!
Leader: We are filled with the good things of your house, of your holy temple.
People: The whole earth is filled with awe at your wonders; where 

morning dawns, where evening fades, you call forth songs of joy.
                    
Prayer of Adoration

   Songs of Praise                     "This Is Amazing Grace" 
             "Great Is Thy Faithfulness"                #60 in the Hymnal                                                                                               

                             (See music on following pages)                                                           
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THIS IS AMAZING GRACE 



GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS
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Great is thy faithfulness, O God my Father,
There is no shadow of turning with thee;
Thou changest not, thy compassions they fail not;
As thou hast been thou forever wilt be.

Chorus 
Great is thy faithfulness!  Great is thy faithfulness!
Morning by morning new mercies I see;
All I have needed thy hand hath provided-- 
Great is thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me!

Summer and winter and springtime and harvest,
Sun, moon and stars in their courses above
Join with all nature in manifold witness
To thy great faithfulness, mercy and love.

Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth,
Thy own dear presence to cheer and to guide;
Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow,
Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside!

Words: Thomas O. Chisholm; music: William M. Runyan
© 1923. Renewal, 1951 Hope Publishing Company 
CCLI License # 706798



    Prayer of Confession 

Leader: We praise you, Holy God, for your steadfast love 
given to us in the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Hold us by your grace, even as we have sinned against it 
and marred our relationship with you and our neighbor. 
We repent of our sins and long for you to restore us. 

People: In your great love come, cleanse, heal and help us,
that we may live out our days to the praise of your grace
and to the glory of your Holy Name. Amen.

Silent Confession 

Words of Comfort                                                                      From 2 Corinthians 8:9                                   

Leader: For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, for your sakes he became poor,
so that you through his poverty might become rich.

Brothers and sisters, hear the good news!
Through Jesus Christ you are forgiven.

People: Thanks be to God!
   

    Greeting of Peace   

        As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one 
        another a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say 
        something simple like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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THANKSGIVING  

Our Offerings
Pray for the Pregnancy Resource Center of metro Richmond as they provide 
compassionate care to women unprepared for pregnancy by offering resources and 
practical assistance for life-affirming choices.

Offertory                                "The Family of Faith"                                   Sanctuary Choir
                             (Martin)                    Girls' Ensemble, Congregation
                             (See music on page 10)

Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love.
The fellowship of kindred minds is like to that above.

All around us, there are witnesses; we feel their embrace.
Their light shines upon us as we gather in this place.
The echoes of their voices still resound through these halls.
In the music of our memories, we hear their loving call.

Chorus:
Walk worthy, my daughter.  Be faithful, my son,
For this is your moment; there is work to be done.
Be true to your calling, be strong all your days.
You are part of the family, the family of faith.
You are part of the family of faith.

Lord, we offer our thanksgiving for the saints of the faith:
Those who laid down firm foundations of worship and praise,
Those who gave us a vision and stood for the right,
Those who gave us a mission and brought us to Christ!

Chorus

Let us be faithful to finish the work.  Follow the Savior.  
Be grateful to serve, for this is the season, and this is the place 
To build for the harvest, shine in the darkness,
Shine as a light to the world!

Chorus
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   Doxology 
    Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

         Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
         below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and 
         Holy Ghost. Amen.
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Scripture Reading                                                                         2 Corinthians 9:6-15                                                        

6 Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows 
generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have 
decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a 
cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all 
times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. 9 As it is written:

“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor;
their righteousness endures forever.”
10 Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and 
increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. 11 You 
will be enriched in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and 
through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God.

12 This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of the Lord’s people but 
is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. 13 Because of the service by 
which you have proved yourselves, others will praise God for the obedience that 
accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in 
sharing with them and with everyone else. 14 And in their prayers for you their hearts 
will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. 15 Thanks be 
to God for his indescribable gift!

                                                
Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!   
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 Message: 
The Grace of Giving Our Money 

+ Corey Widmer +
  

Notes:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 

Celebration of the Lord's Supper

Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Everyone: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father,
you have made us in your image and for yourself.
You have made this good world for us to tend and to enjoy.
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You sought your ancient people when they strayed from you.
You freed them from the oppressor and brought them home.
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You have sent your Son to bring us home to you.
By his Incarnation–

People: You have found us.
Leader: By his Death–
People: You have forgiven us.
Leader: By his Resurrection–
People: You have freed us. 
Leader: God, our Father, 
People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.
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Words of Institution                                                          From 1 Corinthians 11:23-26

"The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of 
me.’ In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant 
in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you 
eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy Spirit
on our bread and wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of 
Christ, and on your people, that we may be the body of Christ, reconciled 
to you and to each other by his blood. By your Holy Spirit make us– 

People: One with Christ, 
one with each other, 
and one in mission to all the world,

Leader: Until Christ shall come in final victory
and we feast together at his heavenly banquet.
We cry, Maranatha!

People: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.

Leader: In union with Jesus Christ of Nazareth, our Great High Priest, and with all 
who worship you, both in heaven and on earth, 
we offer you our praise, saying:

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest;
blessed is he, blessed is he who comes  
in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest.
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Communion Song                                   "Holy Communion" 

Gracious Father, we give you praise and thanks 
For this Holy Communion,
The body and blood 
Of your beloved Son.

The body is broken, 
God’s love poured open
To make us new.  
Lord, make us new.

Abba Father, we bless your name 
And take part in this Holy Communion.
Make us all one 
To love like your Son.

The body is broken, 
God’s love poured open
To make us new.  
Lord, make us new.

The body is broken, 
God’s love poured open
To make us new.  
Lord, make us new.
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Communion Song                                        "Freely Give" 

We see your goodness every morning, morning.
With every day we are made new.
Your voice awakens us with kindness, kindness.
We wanna give our lives to you.

Creator, Sustainer,
From you we get our daily bread.
Father, rescue us.

You freely give, you freely give to those in need.
Your hands extend, your hands extend and we receive. 

You gave up royalty to serve us, serve us,
A crown of jewels for thorns instead.
You knew no sin and yet you suffered, suffered.
We wanna give our hearts to you.

Redeemer, Restorer,
You gave the greatest gift of all.
Savior, you rescued us.

You freely give, you freely give to those in need.
Your hands extend, your hands extend and we receive. 

You gave us mercies, so we’ll give it just the same.
Your love is patient so we’ll live a life of grace.
Your ways are selfless so we’ll give with open hands.
Your sovereignty, oh Lord, is our firm foundation.

Spirit, Helper,
Help.
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The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because 
the bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When 
we come forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the 
Holy Spirit, extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome anyone to the table who is willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this time to 
meditate on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by 
the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, 
please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the 
light and life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but 
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete 
acceptance. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and 
receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.

The Lord's Prayer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen. 



Prayer Needs

For Health
Larry Dupree, Nick Jeffer, Kaye Phillips, Elaine Turner, Judy Clough, Nancy Taulbee, 
Gina Maio, John Robertson, Brad Bishop, Cheryl Richardson, Evi Burgin, Greyson 
Tate, Carole Macomber, Julie Walden, Amy Boyd, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Lou 
Hanscom 

For Comfort 
Deaths – Dave Beckman (father, 10/11), Eli Cox (mother, 10/8), Martha Schilthuis 
(husband Jack, 10/4), Rick Darby (stepmother, 10/2), Amy Whitaker (mother, 10/1), 
Mike Lohr (father, 8/20), Robert Luck (grandfather)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for persons in financial need in metropolitan Richmond: for the unemployed and 
underemployed, for suitable work, living wages and fair benefits for all workers in this 
metropolitan city and for sufficient employment to make healthy family life possible. 

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners 
in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

   Song of Commitment                          "Blessed Be Your Name" 

Blessed be your name
In the land that is plentiful.
Where your streams of abundance flow,
Blessed be your name.
And blessed be your name
When I'm found in the desert place.
Though I walk through the wilderness,
Blessed be your name.

Chorus
Every blessing you pour out
I'll turn back to praise.
And when the darkness closes in,
Lord, still I will say
Blessed be the name of the Lord,
Blessed be your name.
Blessed be the name of the Lord,
Blessed be your glorious name.

Blessed be your name
When the sun's shining down on me.
When the world's all as it should be,
Blessed be your name.
And blessed be your name
On the road marked with suffering.
Though there's pain in the offering,
Blessed be your name.

Bridge
You give and take away. (2x)
My heart will choose to say
Lord, blessed be your name.

 †          
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   Commission                                                                      From 2 Corinthians 9:8,15
Leader: God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having 

all that you need, you will abound in every good work.
People: Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift!

                                   
   Benediction                                                       

Postlude                                   "Trumpet Tune in D Major"                               Jeff Hummel 
                                                             (David Johnson)                                                                                                       

        

                    

SERVICE NOTES 
Today is Faith Commitment Sunday 
As we remember God’s grace this past year and the many years before, we look forward 
to this next year. Please be in prayer for the Lord’s leading as to how you will support 
Third’s ministry in 2018. Today, we as a church family will make our financial commitments 
to the church for the year to come. Pray with us, and if you are a part of this church family, 
join us in celebrating God’s great grace as we bring forward our Faith Commitment cards 
(found around the church and in your pews). 

Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partner the Pregnancy 
Resource Center of metro Richmond as they provide compassionate care to women 
unprepared for pregnancy by offering resources and practical assistance for life-affirming 
choices.

 †   

 †   
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2017 Stewardship Season

“And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all
that you need, you will abound in every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8

We believe the local church is one of God’s great vessels of hope for the world. Through 
the local church, the gospel is proclaimed, community is formed, individuals grow and the 
kingdom is embodied.

To that end, every year we look at what it will cost us in the coming year to live as the 
particular local church God has called us to be. The staff, working with the members of 
the Budget and Stewardship Committee, have carefully projected our budget for the 
coming year and want to share it with you in preparation for Faith Commitment Sunday, 
today, November 5. It is the preliminary proposed budget for 2018 and awaits approval 
by the Session. 

Today we express our commitment of faith in pledging our financial resources to God 
through the work of this local church. Our pledges help us determine the accuracy of the 
budget and ensure our financial commitments to our 80+ mission partners in Richmond 
and around the world.

On this Faith Commitment Sunday, we pray for the Spirit and power of God to use our 
gifts to bring a harvest for his kingdom.
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2018 PROPOSED THIRD CHURCH BUDGET
Giving Budget of $3.83M

“But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—

see that you also excel in this grace of giving.” 
2 Corinthians 8:7

Personnel

Pastoral & 
Ministries

Operations

Missions

Debt
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NEWS & EVENTS
Congregational Meeting: Sunday, November 19, after 11:15 a.m. service
Please mark your calendar for our next congregational meeting on November 19, 
following the 11:15 a.m. service. We'll vote on officer nominations and hear about 
facility planning updates from Working Group 4. In preparation for the vote, pick up a 
copy of the Getting to Know Your Officers handout around the church to read more 
about our leaders.

Connect with College Students!
This fall, we're welcoming many new young adults and college students to Third. These 
folks are eager to connect and are seeking authentic relationships and honest and faithful 
guidance to walk through the many opportunities and challenges in their lives. Interested 
in learning more and getting connected with a student? Contact Phillip Yelverton 
(phillipy@thirdrva.org).  

Hiring at Third: Database Administrator and Administrative Assistant
Third is seeking a full-time Administrative Assistant to support our new Pastor of 
Discipleship and Parish Ministry, Derek Mondeau. This person will assist the Pastor in 
communication, scheduling, and organizing for the parish ministry, and will also be an 
expert in our database Shelby Next, establishing protocols and standards for its use and 
training other staff and volunteer users. For more info and to apply, visit: thirdrva.org/
open-ministry-positions. 

Needle's Eye Conference: Reclaiming Faith, Hope, and Love at Work – 
November 17-18, Bon Air Baptist
Join our mission partner Needle's Eye Ministries for this conference that will inspire the 
people of Richmond to experience God’s restorative plan to reclaim faith, hope, and love 
at work. Many churches are coming together to sponsor the weekend, and author and 
speaker Rev. Dr. Kenneth Barnes (Workplace Theology and Business Ethics chair at 
Gordon-Conwell Theological Seminary) will lead the time. More info and sign up: 
needleseye.org.  

Forgotten No More – Special Class on Nov. 12, 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall
Forgotten No More, a new ministry at Third that seeks to captivate hearts and build 
community at Third around God's call to care for orphans and foster children and their 
families will be featured next Sunday morning in the class Doing God’s Justice in a 
Hurting World. Mike Murchie will share about this ministry and how we can all 
participate in it. 



SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
Join us for our Sunday morning discipleship classes for adults during the 10:00 a.m. hour. 

We’re offering many new short-term topical classes this season, and we hope you join 
us— especially if you’ve never been to a discipleship class before. For full class 
descriptions, visit: thirdrva.org/sunday-discipleship. 

Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 

  Doing God's Justice in   Think for a Change: 
 a Hurting World    Wisdom from the Proverbs 
 Fellowship Hall    Room 217
 Sept. 10 - Nov. 26   Sept. 10-Nov. 26
  
 A Study of Galatians  Reflections on the Reformation
 Room 101    Our History, Our Heartbreak, Our Hope
 Continuous     Room 213
      Oct. 1-Nov. 26

 Unlocking Your Family Pattern: 
 Finding Freedom from a Hurtful Past
 500 Forest Avenue, Room 109
 Sept. 10-Nov. 26
  
            

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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STUDENT MINISTRY 



CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: Sunday School is available for all children and 
students. See below for room locations for all Sunday School classes:   

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: Childcare is available for all children 
aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is across the courtyard and directly up the stairs, Room 226. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows (traciem@
thirdrva.org).
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AGE ROOM

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds (Little Lambs) All on the 1st floor

Little Lions - Young 3s Room 223

Little Monkeys - Older 3s, Young 4s Room 204

Little Eagles - Older 4s Room 202

Kindergarten Room 227

1st Grade Room 220

2nd Grade Room 221

3rd Grade Room 201

4th Grade Room 209

5th and 6th Grade Basement

Middle and High School Meet in Student Ministry Area



THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, November 5 
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary
12:30 p.m. Praying for Our Nation – Room 101 

Monday, November 6
5:45 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall

Tuesday, November 7
9:30 a.m. "Nehemiah: A Heart That Can Break" study – Room 213
7:00 p.m. Muslim World Missionary Prayer and Care group – meets at Laurie Chalifoux' 
                 home, 10801 Whitaker Woods Rd., Richmond, 23238, 543-0361

Wednesday, November 8
8:30 a.m. Community Bible Study – Various rooms, 600 Forest Avenue 
6:00 p.m. Freedom Road: A Recovery Community – 2nd Floor Conference Room, 
                                                                                       500 Forest Avenue  
6:45 p.m. Homework Tutoring – Fellowship Hall 
6:45 p.m. English as a Second Language for Adults – Room 101 
6:45 p.m. Club56 – Basement 

Thursday, November 9
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Friday, November 10
1:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for our ministry emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva  
• Join us for our next Welcome Coffee: Sunday, Nov. 19 @ 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor. 

Start here to learn more about Third. 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Room 101

Parlor

Courtyard

Parking Lot

To 
Parking Lot


