
Sunday | November 19, 2017

THE GRACE OF GIVING OUR FAMILIES

“When we adopt—and when we encourage 
a culture of adoption in our churches and 

communities—we’re picturing something that’s true 
about our God. We, like Jesus, see what our Father 
is doing and do likewise (John 5:19). And what our 
Father is doing, it turns out, is fighting for orphans, 

making them sons and daughters.” 

Russell Moore







Welcome! 
¡Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.
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Called together for the renewal of all things 
through Jesus Christ. 



Sanctuary Decorations 

Ordinary Time 2017 

As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently” with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal.  Not only do we mark the seasons of the 
Christian year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors 
and textures to enrich our space and experience of worship.

We have spent the half year from Advent to Pentecost walking through the whole story of 
Jesus. Trinity Sunday begins the six-month period of Ordinary Time when we remember 
the story of God’s people as told throughout the Old and New Testaments. In Ordinary 
Time we are reminded that we are part of a great community of believers throughout time 
and history that has been called together to bear witness to God’s promises and presence 
in the world, finally fulfilled in Jesus and his kingdom.  The color of this season is green, 
representing the way God is at work sustaining even the small, ordinary rhythms we 
experience year by year in his creation, and the way God is calling and empowering his 
Church to join in the work of renewing all things. 
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                                                                                               Jeff Hummel                                                                        
                                                                                                 
Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship    
                                            "Sisi Kushangilia (We Will Be Glad)"              Sanctuary Choir 
                                   (Johnson)

Sisi n'goma, sisi kuimba, sisi kushangilia.
Sisi n'goma, sisi kuimba, sisi kushangilia.

N'goma, sisi n'goma.
Kuimba, sisi kuimba.
Kushangilia, sisi kushangilia.
N'goma, kuimba, kushangilia.
N'goma, kuimba, kushangilia.
Sisi n'goma, sisi kuimba, sisi kushangilia.
Sisi n'goma, sisi kuimba, sisi kushangilia.

We will dance.  We will sing.  We will be glad.

                                                                                                                            
Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.
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 †  The cross indicates standing, as you are able. 



     Call to Worship                                                                    From Ephesians 1:3-6

Leader: Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed 
us in the heavenly realms with every spiritual blessing in Christ.

People: For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be 
holy and blameless in his sight.

Leader: In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in 
accordance with his pleasure and will—

People: To the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us 
in the One he loves.

                    
Prayer of Adoration

   Songs of Praise               "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty"         #77 in the Hymnal 
                                             "How Deep the Father's Love for Us"                                                                                                           

                             (See music on following pages)                                                           

 †          

 †          
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PRAISE TO THE LORD, THE ALMIGHTY



HOW DEEP THE FATHER'S LOVE FOR US
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How deep the Father's love for us,
How vast beyond all measure,
That he should give his only Son
To make a wretch his treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss;
The Father turns his face away
As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory.

Behold the Man upon a cross,
My sin upon his shoulders.
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held him there
Until it was accomplished;
His dying breath has brought me life.
I know that it is finished.

I will not boast in anything:
No gifts, no pow’r, no wisdom.
But I will boast in Jesus Christ:
His death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from his reward?
I cannot give an answer.
But this I know with all my heart:
His wounds have paid my ransom.

Words and Music: Stuart Townend

©1995 Thankyou Music; CCLI License #706798



CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession 

Silent Confession 

Words of Comfort                                     From Ephesians 2:1-15                                                                                            

Leader: As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you 
used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of 
the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are 
disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the 
cravings of our flesh and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, 
we were by nature deserving of wrath.

People: But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made 
us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is 
by grace we have been saved.

   

   Greeting of Peace   

        As a new spiritual family reconciled to one another through Christ, offer to one 
        another a sign of peace: a handshake, a hug, or even just a smile. You could say 
        something simple like “Peace be with you,” or just simply, “Peace.”
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 †          

Merciful God, 
We confess that we have sinned against you in thought, 
word and deed, by what we have done, and by what we 
have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
Create in us a clean heart, O God, 
and renew a right spirit within us.



THANKSGIVING  

Our Offerings
Forgotten Nore More is a new ministry at Third aimed at captivating hearts and building 
community to respond to God's call to care for orphans, foster children, and their families.

Offertory – "Forgotten No More" Interview                                
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   Doxology 
    Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

         Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
         below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and 
         Holy Ghost. Amen.

 †          



PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Scripture Reading                                                                                    Mark 3:31-35

31 Then Jesus’ mother and brothers arrived. Standing outside, they sent someone in 
to call him. 32 A crowd was sitting around him, and they told him, “Your mother and 
brothers are outside looking for you.”

33 “Who are my mother and my brothers?” he asked.

34 Then he looked at those seated in a circle around him and said, “Here are my 
mother and my brothers! 35 Whoever does God’s will is my brother and sister 
and mother.”

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God!   
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 Message: 
The Grace of Giving Our Families 

+ Corey Widmer +
  

Notes:

________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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________________________________________________
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________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
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Prayers of the People                                                                          



Prayer Needs

For Health
Dru Fitch, James Hildebrand, Frances Eichost, Dot Jones, Margaret Leith, Larry Dupree, 
Nick Jeffer, Kaye Phillips, Elaine Turner, Judy Clough, Nancy Taulbee, Gina Maio, 
John Robertson, Brad Bishop, Evi Burgin, Greyson Tate, Carole Macomber, Julie Walden, 
Amy Boyd, Jerry Ramsey, Charles Ellison, Lou Hanscom 

For Comfort 
Deaths – Lauralee Allen (father, 11/13), Mark Williams (father), Greg Fischer (brother, 
10/27), Dave Beckmann (father, 10/11), Eli Cox (mother, 10/8), Martha Schilthuis 
(husband Jack, 10/4), Rick Darby (stepmother, 10/2), Amy Whitaker (mother, 10/1), 
Mike Lohr (father, 8/20), Robert Luck (grandfather)

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for persons in financial need in metropolitan Richmond: for the homeless and the 
hungry, for the provision of safe, affordable housing and low cost nutritious food, for the 
personal safety, dignity and well being of those who are unable to work. 
 
Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners 
in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more. 
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

   Song of Commitment                    "O Love That Will Not Let Me Go"                

O Love that will not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in thee;
I give thee back the life I owe,
That in thine ocean depths its flow
May richer, fuller be.

O Light that followest all my way,
I yield my flick'ring torch to thee;
My heart restores its borrowed ray,
That in thy sunshine's blaze its day
May brighter, fairer be.

O Joy that seekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain,
And feel the promise is not vain
That morn shall tearless be.

O Cross that liftest up my head,
I dare not ask to fly from thee;
I lay in dust life's glory dead,
And from the ground there blossoms red
Life that shall endless be.

 †          
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   Commission                                                                        From Galatians 5:13-14
Leader: You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your 

freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 
For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your 
neighbor as yourself.”

Let us go forth to serve the world as those who love 
our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

People: Thanks be to God. 
                                   

   Benediction                                                       

Postlude                                                                                                             Jeff Hummel 
                                                                                                                                                      
                 
                      

SERVICE NOTES 
Today's flowers are given in honor of the marriage of Sara Londrey and Scott 
Copeland, which took place on Saturday, November 18, 2017 in the Sanctuary. 

 †   

 †   
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Year-to-date giving through October 2017 
is $2,411,700, approximately $78,000 or 
3% short of budgeted expectations.  Actual 
giving represents 71% of our annual giving 
plan with two months left in the year. As a 
reference point, 72% of full year 2016 giving 
had been collected through October 2016. 
It is worth noting that our annual giving 
budget remains heavily dependent on 
November and December giving as, 
historically, close to 30% of our annual 
giving occurs during these two months. We 
faithfully rest in God’s grace and provision, 
and pray that the Holy Spirit will continue 
to stir the hearts of this congregation with 
overflowing and joyful generosity to meet 
the commitments to which God has called us.  

Year-to-date expenses through October 2017 
are $2,730,150, approximately $113,000 
(or 4%) below budget with total spending 
directed towards missions $804,300, 
representing 33% of year-to-date giving.  

We give praise for God’s faithfulness and 
generosity and invite you to pray that our
financial gifts will empower Third’s ministry 
and mission at Forest Avenue, in Richmond 
and around the world.  Your gifts have 
kingdom impact.

Total 2017 Budgeted Giving: 
$3,381,230

YTD Actual 
Giving                   
$2,411,700

YTD Budgeted     
Giving      
$2,489,750  →
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2017 STEWARDSHIP SEASON

“And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all
that you need, you will abound in every good work.” 2 Corinthians 9:8

We believe the local church is one of God’s great vessels of hope for the world. Through 
the local church, the gospel is proclaimed, community is formed, individuals grow and the 
kingdom is embodied.

To that end, every year we look at what it will cost us in the coming year to live as the 
particular local church God has called us to be. The staff, working with the members of 
the Budget and Stewardship Committee, have carefully projected our budget for the 
coming year. It is the preliminary proposed budget for 2018 and awaits approval by the 
Session. 

Our pledges help us determine the accuracy of the budget and ensure our financial 
commitments to our 80+ mission partners in Richmond and around the world. Pledge 
forms may still be submitted (during the offering, on-line or brought into the church office) 
and we ask that you continue to pray for the Spirit and power of God to use our gifts to 
bring a harvest for his kingdom.
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2018 PROPOSED THIRD CHURCH BUDGET
Giving Budget of $3.83M

“But since you excel in everything—in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness and in the love we have kindled in you—

see that you also excel in this grace of giving.” 
2 Corinthians 8:7

Personnel

Pastoral & 
Ministries

Operations

Missions

Debt
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NEWS & EVENTS
The Grace of Giving: Faith Commitments 
As we remember God’s grace this past year and the many years before, we look 
forward to this next year. Please be in prayer for the Lord’s leading as to how you will 
support Third’s ministry in 2018. On November 5, we as a church family made our 
financial commitments to the church for the year to come. Pray with us, and if you’re a 
part of this church family, join us in celebrating God’s great grace as we make our faith 
commitments for 2018. You can find these cards in the pews, and can drop them in the 
offering plate or at our church office. 

Family Advent Celebration – Sunday, Nov. 26, 10:00 a.m., Fellowship Hall 
Join us to kick off the Advent season! During the Sunday school hour, parents and their 
children between the ages of four through 4th grade are invited to the Fellowship Hall 
for a special Advent celebration.  Our regularly scheduled Sunday school for ages 
4-4th grade will not be held on this day.  Join us for worship, a short message about 
Advent, and a fun craft! No RSVP necessary.  This is not a drop-off event; parents and 
children are invited to attend together.

Congregational Meeting: Today, after the 11:15 a.m. service.
Please join us for our congregational meeting today. We'll vote on officer nominations 
and hear an update on our facility planning and campus master plan (with Working 
Group 4 from Strategic Planning). 

Lessons and Carols – Sunday, December 3, 7:00 p.m., Sanctuary
Traditionally, a Lessons and Carols service is a unique opportunity to hear and sing 
songs that the larger culture mostly ignores. Join us for this special interactive service of 
worshiping and reading scripture. It is a great opportunity to begin the Advent season 
reflecting on scripture and praying for the coming of God's Son. Child care available for 
kindergarten and younger. 



Forgotten No More Luncheon – Sunday, Dec. 3, 12:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall 
A new ministry to captivate hearts and build community responding to God's call to care 
for orphans, foster children, and their families. Join us for our kick-off celebration! We’ll 
hear from Janet Kelly with Virginia Kids Belongs, a partnership of faith, government and 
business communities committed to solving the orphan crisis. We’ll also write notes of 
encouragement to Henrico County foster care workers and children will make crafts for 
foster children. RSVP: thirdrva.org/events. Free! Child care provided.

Women’s Christmas Dinner – Tuesday, Dec. 5, 6:30 p.m., Fellowship Hall
For this special evening, we’ll share a meal, worship together, and hear stories from 
several women of unique ways to love your neighbors. Registration is free, but we ask 
that you 1) bring a dish to share and 2) bring a small gift to donate to Stocking Stuffer 
Initiative for the Covenant Woods Retirement Home community. For more info, and to 
RSVP, visit: thirdrva.org/events.

Purchase Poinsettias for the Sanctuary!
Enhance worship at Third during Advent and then enjoy the seasonal beauty at home. 
Order a red poinsettia for $12.00 each in memory or honor of a loved one. Contact 
Rebecca Hatton by December 8 to place your order (rebeccah@thirdrva.org or 
282-4645 ext. 101). Your plant can be claimed after the 10:00 p.m. Christmas Eve 
service concludes. 

NEWS & EVENTS
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES
Join us for our Sunday morning discipleship classes for adults during the 10:00 a.m. hour. 

We’re offering many new short-term topical classes this season, and we hope you join 
us— especially if you’ve never been to a discipleship class before. For full class 
descriptions, visit: thirdrva.org/sunday-discipleship. 

Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org). 

  Doing God's Justice in   Think for a Change: 
 a Hurting World    Wisdom from the Proverbs 
 Fellowship Hall    Room 217
 Sept. 10 - Nov. 26   Sept. 10-Nov. 26
  
 A Study of Galatians  Reflections on the Reformation
 Room 101    Our History, Our Heartbreak, Our Hope
 Continuous     Room 213
      Oct. 1-Nov. 26

 Unlocking Your Family Pattern: 
 Finding Freedom from a Hurtful Past
 500 Forest Avenue, Room 109
 Sept. 10-Nov. 26
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Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 

STUDENT MINISTRY 
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CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: Sunday School is available for all children and 
students. See below for room locations for all Sunday School classes:   

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: Childcare is available for all children 
aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and above attend worship with their parents.

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is across the courtyard and directly up the stairs, Room 226. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows (traciem@
thirdrva.org).
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AGE ROOM

Infants, toddlers, 2 year olds (Little Lambs) All on the 1st floor

Little Lions - Young 3s Room 223

Little Monkeys - Older 3s, Young 4s Room 204

Little Eagles - Older 4s Room 202

Kindergarten Room 227

1st Grade Room 220

2nd Grade Room 221

3rd Grade Room 201

4th Grade Room 209

5th and 6th Grade Basement

Middle and High School Meet in Student Ministry Area



THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, November 19 
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary
9:45 a.m. Welcome Coffee – Parlor 
12:30 p.m. Congregational meeting – Sanctuary 

Monday, November 20
5:45 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall
7:00 p.m. Kingdom Knitters – Parlor 

Tuesday, November 21
9:30 a.m. "Nehemiah: A Heart That Can Break" study – Room 213

Thursday, November 23 – Thanksgiving Day – Church Office closed 

Friday, November 24 – Church Office closed 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for our ministry emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva  
• Today! Welcome Coffee: 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor. Start here to learn more about Third. 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  

Sanctuary

Fellowship
Hall

Forest Ave

Playground

Classrooms
(Upstairs

& Downstairs)

Worship
Services

Room 101

Parlor

Courtyard

Parking Lot

To 
Parking Lot


