
Sunday | May 7, 2017

 THE HELPER
 

FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

“Spell this out in capital letters: THE HOLY SPIRIT IS A PERSON. 
He is not enthusiasm. He is not courage. He is not energy. 

He is not the personification of all good qualities, like Jack Frost is the 
personification of cold weather. Actually, the Holy Spirit is not the 

personification of anything... He has individuality. He is one being and 
not another. He has will and intelligence. He has hearing. He has 
knowledge and sympathy and ability to love and see and think. 
He can hear, speak, desire, grieve and rejoice. He is a Person.” 

A.W. Tozer
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Welcome! 
Bienvenido! 

We’re glad you’ve chosen to worship at Third! 
We look forward to meeting and getting to know you.

Third Church exists to spread the gospel and seek 
the Shalom of metro Richmond and the world through 

a movement of communities and congregations, 
welcoming people of all cultures to the glory of Jesus Christ. 
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Sanctuary Decorations 

Pentecost: A Season for the Holy Spirit 

As followers of Jesus, we “tell time differently”  with a calendar shaped by the story of 
God’s works of salvation and renewal.  Not only do we mark the seasons of the 
Christian year through the readings and music in our worship service, we also use colors 
and textures to enrich our space and experience of worship. 

Traditionally, the liturgical season of Easter is celebrated for seven weeks, from Easter 
Sunday until early June.  Then, in mid-June, Trinity Sunday begins the six-month period of 
Ordinary Time, when we remember the work of God in and through his people, visually 
marked with green sanctuary decorations.  And for just one week between Easter and 
Ordinary Time—on Pentecost Sunday—we decorate with red for the Holy Spirit, whom 
some have called the “least understood Person of the Trinity.” 

This year, however, we are spending a full five weeks focusing on who the Spirit is and 
how he makes the person and work of Jesus powerful and effectual in our everyday lives.  
Instead of keeping our white Easter banners up until June, we’re marking an extended 
“season of the Spirit” with banners showing the reds and oranges and golds associated 
with him because the Spirit himself is so often connected with images of fire and light and 
movement. As we learn together to embrace the power of the resurrection made 
available through Jesus’ ongoing presence with us, we’ll be surrounded by colors and 
shapes that fill our eyes as well as ears with the message: “Come, Holy Spirit, come!”
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GATHERING                   
God gathers us all and calls us by his grace.
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                              
Prelude                                                                                                               Ron Klipp                                                                                                                     

Welcome and Announcements  

Preparation for Worship                                                             From Habakkuk 2:20                      
Leader:     The Lord is in his holy temple; 
                  let all the earth be silent before him.
People:   Amen.

Let’s quiet our hearts in silent preparation for worship.

    Call to Worship                                                                           From Acts 2:17-21                                 

Leader: God will pour out the Spirit on all flesh, 
and our daughters and sons shall prophesy. 
Our old ones shall dream dreams, 
and our young ones shall see visions;  
and all who call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved. 

People: Come, let us call upon the name of the Lord.

Prayer of Adoration

   Songs of Praise          "Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing"      #45 in the Hymnal  
                                                                 "Fall Afresh" 

                                                                                                (See music on following pages)
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Come, thou Fount of every blessing,
Tune my heart to sing thy grace;
Streams of mercy, never ceasing,
Call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
Sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise his Name!  I’m fixed upon it,
Name of God’s redeeming love.

Here I raise my Ebenezer,
Hither by thy help I’ve come;
And I hope, by thy good pleasure,
Safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
Wandering from the fold of God;
He, to rescue me from danger,
Bought me with his precious blood.

O to grace how great a debtor
Daily I’m constrained to be!
Let thy goodness, like a fetter,
Bind my wandering heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
Prone to leave the God I love;
Here’s my heart, O take and seal it,
Seal it for thy courts above.
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CONFESSING 
God invites us to be honest with him about ourselves. 

Prayer of Confession                                         From Morten Lauridsen, “Lux Aeterna”             

Leader: O light most blessed,
fill the inmost heart
of all thy faithful.
Without your grace,
there is nothing in us,
nothing that is not harmful.

People: Cleanse what is sordid,
heal what is hurt,
flex what is rigid,
fire what is frigid,
correct what goes astray. 

Silent Confession 

    Words of Comfort                                                                         From Titus 3:4-7 

Leader: But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, 
not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. 
He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, 
whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, 
so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs 
having the hope of eternal life.

People: Thanks be to God! 

    Greeting of Peace 
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THANKSGIVING  
Our Offerings
Pray for Needle's Eye Ministries and founder Buddy Childress as they seek to build 
connections between business professionals and matters of faith, and to encourage men 
and women to impact our community with Christ’s values, ethics and love.

Offertory                                            "If Ye Love Me"                                Sanctuary Choir               
8:45 and 11:15 a.m. services 
                            
If ye love me, keep my commandments, and I will pray the Father, 
And he shall give you another Comforter, that he may bide with you for ever,
Ev'n the spirit of truth.
     

Offertory                                                                                                            Ron Klipp
10:00 a.m. service 

  Doxology 
    Please stand as we sing to the Lord. 

        Praise God from whom all blessings flow; praise him, all creatures here 
        below; praise him above, ye heavenly host:  praise Father, Son and 
        Holy Ghost. Amen. 
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PROCLAIMING
God speaks to us through his word.          

Prayer of Illumination 

Scripture Reading                                                                 John 15:26,16:7-15, ESV

26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of 
truth, who proceeds from the Father, he will bear witness about me.

7 Nevertheless, I tell you the truth: it is to your advantage that I go away, for if I do not 
go away, the Helper will not come to you. But if I go, I will send him to you. 
8 And when he comes, he will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 
judgment: 9 concerning sin, because they do not believe in me; 10 concerning 
righteousness, because I go to the Father, and you will see me no longer; 
11 concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged.

12 “I still have many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13 When the 
Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his 
own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the 
things that are to come. 14 He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare 
it to you. 15 All that the Father has is mine; therefore I said that he will take what is mine 
and declare it to you.

Leader:     This is the word of the Lord.
People:   Thanks be to God! 
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RESPONDING
We respond to God’s word. 
  
Celebration of the Lord's Supper

Leader: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord. 
Leader: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
Everyone: It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father,
you have made us in your image and for yourself.
You have made this good world for us to tend and to enjoy.
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You sought your ancient people when they strayed from you.
You freed them from the oppressor and brought them home.
God, our Father, 

People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.

Leader: You have sent your Son to bring us home to you.
By his Incarnation–

People: You have found us.
Leader: By his Death–
People: You have forgiven us.
Leader: By his Resurrection–
People: You have freed us. 
Leader: God, our Father, 
People: Hear the praise of grateful hearts.
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Words of Institution                                                          From 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
Leader: “The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he 

had given thanks, he broke it and said, ‘This is my body, which is for you; 
do this in remembrance of me.’ In the same way, after supper he took the 
cup, saying, ‘This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever 
you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ For whenever you eat this bread and 
drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.”

Leader: Holy and merciful God, our Father, send down your Holy Spirit
on our bread and wine, that they may be for us the body and blood of 
Christ, and on your people, that we may be the body of Christ, reconciled 
to you and to each other by his blood. By your Holy Spirit make us– 

People: One with Christ, 
one with each other, 
and one in mission to all the world,

Leader: Until Christ shall come in final victory
and we feast together at his heavenly banquet.

People: Amen! 
Leader: Lord Jesus Christ, we await your second Advent, 

when you shall establish your kingdom and put all things right. 
We cry, Maranatha! 

People: Even so, come, Lord Jesus, come.
Leader: We pray the prayer which Christ has placed upon our lips–

Leader: In union with Jesus Christ of Nazareth, our Great High Priest, and with all 
who worship you, both in heaven and on earth, we offer you our praise, 
saying: 

People: Holy, holy, holy Lord, 
God of power and might,
Heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest;
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come;
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power 
and the glory for ever. Amen. 

The Lord’s Supper 
The Lord’s Supper, or Communion, is one of the two sacraments we celebrate (the other is 
baptism). It is one of the most important things we do when we gather together, because 
the bread and juice are concrete signs of what Jesus has done for us on the cross. When 
we come forward to receive them, we believe that Jesus is actually present through the 
Holy Spirit, extending his grace and forgiveness to us.

We welcome anyone to the table who is willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ 
for salvation. If you are not able to receive Communion, we invite you to use this time to 
meditate on one of the following prayers:

Prayer of Those Searching for Truth
Lord Jesus, you claim to be the Way, the Truth and the Life. Help me to be undaunted by 
the cost of following you as I consider the reasons for doing so. If what you claim is true, 
please guide me, teach me, and open me to the reality of who you are. Lead me into the 
light and life you promise. Amen.

Prayer of Belief
Lord Jesus Christ, I admit that I am more blind and sinful than I ever dared admit, but 
through you I am more loved and accepted than I ever dared hope. I thank you for 
paying my debt on the cross, taking what I deserved in order to offer me complete 
acceptance. Knowing that you have been raised from the dead, I turn from my sins and 
receive you as Savior and Lord. Amen.

– Adapted from prayers written by Rev. Scot Sherman, Redeemer Presbyterian Church.
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Communion Song                                         "Trinity Song"   

Holy Father, Son and Spirit 
Holy Communion, Three-in-One. 

Come with your peace, 
With your invitation 
Bind us together in holy love.
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Prayer Needs

For Health
Bob Horne, Linda Ludlow, Julie Walden, Kaye Phillips, Katherine Crocker, Amy Boyd, 
Loma Shafer, Jack Schilthuis, Jerry Ramsey, Betty Cox, Charles Ellison, Dru Fitch, Mark 
Koontz, Margaret Leith, Dabney Harvey, Lou Hanscom, Carol Holt

For Comfort 
Deaths – Joyce Roberts (mother, 4/27), Sue Hendrickson (Becky Slootweg, mother, 
4/18), Anna DeJarnette (father, 4/14), Jennifer Friend (father, 4/4), Will Allen (father, 
4/3), Peggy Dennis (sister, 4/3), Barbara Corry (father, 3/22), Kathy Boley (brother, 
3/19), Betsy McCray (father,3/13), Patti Hamilton (sister, 3/10), Betsy Lohr (mother, 
3/8), Etta Lawrence (husband Allen, 3/8) 

For Metro Richmond 
We pray for the churches and religious institutions of metropolitan Richmond: for all 
pastors, ministers, missionaries and servants of Christ. 

Missionary Prayer and Care groups meet monthly to pray for our mission partners 
in Europe, Asia and the Muslim world. Contact Carolyn Oakley (cdoakley1@gmail.com/
937-6564) to learn more.  
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SENDING
God sends us into the world as his witnesses. 

  Song of Commission                  "Praise to the Lord, the Almighty"      †  
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 Commission                                                                    From 2 Corinthians 3:17-18                                                                                                              
Leader: Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 

freedom.
People: And we, who with unveiled faces all reflect the Lord’s glory, 

are being transformed into his likeness with ever-increasing 
glory, which comes from the Lord, who is the Spirit.

    
 Benediction    

Postlude                                                                                                            Ron Klipp 
11:15 a.m. service                                                             

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   
If you would like prayer for any reason, two elders are available at the front of the Sanctuary 
(by the lectern) after each service. We invite you to come forward for any prayer needs you 
may have.

SERVICE NOTES 
Today's flowers are given in honor of our mission partner Needle's Eye Ministries 
and founder Buddy Childress as they seek to build connections between business 
professionals and matters of faith, and to encourage men and women to impact our 
community with Christ’s values, ethics and love.

 †   

 †  
 †  
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NEWS & EVENTS
Today! Guest speaker Rob Weingartner, Executive Director  of The Outreach 
Foundation , 10:00 a.m., Room 213
Rob will share how he see s  God at work in the world in places like Syria, Iraq, Ethiopia 
and China. You'll be encouraged as he recounts the faith and faithfulness of God and 
God’s people around the globe. This is not a fund-raising invitation. No RSVP 
needed. All are invited! Questions? Please contact L J (LJ@thirdrva.org) or Tom Barila 
(Tomb@thirdrva.org). 

Today! Meet and Greet With Myrna McLaughlin, 11:15 a.m., Parlor 
Come and meet Myrna McLaughlin with The Least of These Ministries, a ministry 
extending the gospel and God's care based in Zimbabwe. Myrna will share about her 
recent visit to Zimbabwe and provide an update on the ministry there. 

Club 56 Retreat: May 12-13
Registration closes today, May 7. Fifth and 6th grade students are invited to attend the 
Club 56 weekend retreat. This is a fun weekend with quiet time in God's word, fun 
activities, and great fellowship! Invite a friend! Sign up to go: thirdrva.org/events. 
Questions? Contact Tracie Meadows (traciem@thirdrva.org) or Andrea Woie 
(andreaw@thirdrva.org). 

Informational Meeting on Sunday, May 14 for the Experience Israel Tour 
Join us in the Parlor for this informational meeting after the 8:45 and 10 a.m. services on 
May 14. This tour is a beautiful opportunity to visit the Holy Land and walk where Jesus 
walked. We’ll visit Israel, Galilee, the Dead Sea and the city of Jerusalem with biblically
knowledgeable tour guides. The tour will be from September 30 to October 10. Tom 
Barila will be one of the co-leaders along with two other beloved tour guides.  Want to 
learn more? Contact Tom Barila: tomb@thirdrva.org. 

Help a Missions Partner This Summer!
Lyle and Diana Thomas, ministering in St. Petersburg, Russia, and their three children 
(pre-teen and teen) need housing in the Richmond area from July 14-21. Also, they will 
need a car, and Lyle is in the process of translating a book and needs editorial assistance. 
Contact Rebecca Hatton (rebeccah@thirdrva.org) if you have a car or home available, 
or contact Lyle directly at lyle.thomas@crmleaders.org. 
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NEWS & EVENTS

College Ministry Brunch and Sermon Chat – Sundays, May 21- July 30, 
12:20 p.m., ShoreDog Cafe
Following the 11:15 a.m. service, we’ll enjoy a brunch together at ShoreDog across the 
street. In addition to catching up with one another, we’ll also chat about the day’s 
sermon, worship, or anything else that is relevant.  Anyone else is welcome to be a part 
of our conversations and fellowship. Please join us!  Questions? Contact Karen Hayes: 
karenwadehayes@gmail.com. 

Christian Arabic Church Donation Pick-Up Help Needed!
As the CAC strives to faithfully re-settle our Christian brothers and sisters from Egypt, 
furniture donations are needed to start their new lives.  Many people are willing to donate 
their gently used items, but we don't have enough trucks/vans/muscle to help pick up the 
donated items.  Can you help? The timing is flexible.  Please contact Don Smith at 
514-9857 if you'd be able to serve in this ministry from time to time.

5th Annual Sports Skills Camp – July 10-14, Pump Road Fields, 
8:30 a.m.-1p.m.
Registration is now open! Sponsored by Third, the Christian Arabic Church and 
Community West, this week offers time for your children to build sports skills and to learn 
about Christian character building from skilled college athletes from the Sports Outreach 
Institute.  Children and youth, rising 1st - 9th grades are invited. If you are a high school 
student, please contact Tom about co-coaching. More info and registration ($80): 
thirdrva.org/sports-skills-camp. Questions? Contact Tom Barila: tomb@thirdrva.org.
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Mission Scholarship and Training Fund – Legacy and Opportunity
Join us as we aim to raise $25,000 for mission trips and mission training this year!

We will begin collecting for the offering on May 7. 

“ . . . and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth.” Acts 1:8

Third has a strong legacy in local and global mission. Short-term trips are known to be 
springboards for individuals to choose a life of service in mission ministry. There are many 
ways you can be involved even if you are not actually going. Some may be goers, some 
senders and others may advance mission work through prayer. 

This summer there are two short-term mission trips:
• Haiti Mission Trip: July 15-22 / Each year, Third travels to Haiti to work               

alongside friends to treat patients, build homes for families and teach 180 sweet    
children about Jesus. The medical staff sees hundreds of patients in the poorest city in 
the poorest country in the western hemisphere.  Your offering will not only assist with 
funds needed for supplies but it will also help fund the Haitian staffed portion of the 
clinic in Cite Soleil which is at risk of closing. 

• High School Mission Trip: July 2-8 / Leech Lake Reservation in Minnesota serves 
as the tribal headquarters for the Chippewa tribe. Here our high school ministry will 
serve by painting, cleaning, doing yard work and simple work projects or upkeep of 
the community gardens. They will also plan and lead kids' programming for               

      children in the community and learn about the Native American culture from an         
      Ojibwa perspective. 

Would you please consider contributing toward our short-term trips as a sender? Your 
contributions go toward:
• Scholarships: To help support persons in gaining exposure and experience in     

mission work settings through short-term mission trips. 
• Projects: To purchase materials for ministry projects to be completed by our short-

term mission teams (construction materials, medical supplies, VBS materials, etc.)

Short-term mission trips expand the reach of our church beyond our geographic area. 
Will you commit to pray for our teams? Can you help expand Third’s reach to both Haiti 
and Leech Lake through giving? The legacy continues . . . 

Use the envelopes found in the pews or give online: thirdrva.org/generosity.

Thank you! 
LJ Jaworski, Mission Pastor 
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SUNDAY ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASSES

Join us for our adult Sunday morning discipleship classes during the 10:00 a.m. 
worship hour. For more information on the classes below, visit: thirdrva.org/
classes-and-fellowship. Questions? Contact Tom Barila (tomb@thirdrva.org).

A Study of Hebrews
Room 101

Where is God in the Business 
and Busyness of Life? 
Room 217

Marriage Fellowship
Room 215

Loving God with Our Minds
Fellowship Hall (see below) 

Forgiving and Reconciling:
Bridges to Wholeness and Hope
500 Forest Avenue, Room 109

Rob Weingartner, Executive Director
of the Outreach Foundation 
Room 213

Join us for one of our ongoing classes or for this new class! 

Loving God With Our Minds: Through June 11, Fellowship Hall
This class, taught by CJ Alderson, will explore developing the Christian mind so we may 
strengthen our faith and sharpen our apologetic. We hope to provide a space that is 
down to earth, yet intellectually rigorous enough for real learning and honest dialogue. 
Questions? Please contact CJ Alderson (courtalderson@gmail.com) or Tom Barila 
(tomb@thirdrva.org).  
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STUDENT MINISTRY 

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY - SUNDAY MORNING
DURING THE 10:00 A.M. SERVICE: 
All of our children’s Sunday morning discipleship classes take place during the 
10:00 a.m. worship hour. Visit thirdrva.org/family-ministry-sunday-morning for 
information on where the classes will be. 

DURING 8:45 AND 11:15 A.M. SERVICES: 
Childcare is available for all children aged Kindergarten and younger. First grade and 
above attend worship with their parents. 

A Wiggle Room is available if you prefer to have your child with you but he or she 
is a little too active or noisy to be in the service. You'll be able to watch the service via 
streaming. The room is located near the Student Ministry area in Room 132. 

Please let us know if we can help familiarize you with all that is available at Third for 
your children. Contact Kathy White (kathyw@thirdrva.org) or Tracie Meadows  
(traciem@thirdrva.org). 

Student Ministry Fundraiser: Eat at Pie Five (at Willow Lawn) on Sundays from now 
through June, mention you're with Third, and they'll donate 10% of proceeds to our high 
school summer mission trip!

Sunday morning student ministry 
Join us for food, solid teaching, and great people as we grow together in God’s word. 
 600 Forest Avenue, Student Ministry Area 
 10:00-11:00 a.m. for all students in 7th-12th grade. 

Sunday evening student ministry 
Join us from 7:00 – 8:30 p.m in the Fellowship Hall. 

Questions? Contact Rick (rickh@thirdrva.org) or Andrea (andreaw@thirdrva.org). 
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THIS WEEK AT THIRD
Sunday, May 7  
8:45, 10:00, 11:15 a.m. Worship services – Sanctuary
10:00 a.m. Baptism class for first-time parents – Parlor 
11:15 a.m. Meet and greet with Myrna McLaughlin – Parlor 
12:30 p.m. Praying for Our Nation – Room 101  

Monday, May 8
10:00 a.m. People of Faith Bible study – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.
6:00 p.m. Jobs for Life – Fellowship Hall 
7:00 p.m. Mission Committee – Upstairs Conference Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
7:00 p.m. Trustees meeting – Room 101

Tuesday, May 9
9:00 a.m. Priscilla Shirer's "The Armor of God" – Room 217
9:30 a.m. Women's group, "No Other Gods" – Room 213
9:30 a.m. Seasons women's group – Room 132
10:00 a.m. Sara's Circle – Parlor  (Last meeting of Sara's Circle until September.) 
12:00 p.m. Helping Hands – Room 217 
7:00 p.m. Worship Committee meeting – Parlor 

Wednesday, May 10
6:45 p.m. Club 56 meeting – Basement

Thursday, May 11
7:00 a.m. Personnel Committee meeting – Upstairs Conference Room, 500 Forest Avenue 
10:30 a.m. Mosaic leadership meeting – Parlor 
12:00 p.m. Budget and Stewardship meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.
6:00 p.m. STEP Board meeting – Room 101 
7:00 p.m. Needle’s Eye Young Professionals Grp. – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.
7:00 p.m. Sanctuary Choir rehearsal – Choir Room 
7:00 p.m. Worship team rehearsal – Sanctuary 

Friday, May 12
1:00 p.m. Day by Dayers meeting – Multipurpose Room, 500 Forest Ave.
7:00 p.m. - Sat., May 13 at 11:00 a.m. - Club 56 Retreat – Various rooms, 600 Forest Ave. 
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A Covenant Order 
of Evangelical Presbyterians

Third Church 
804-282-4645  
500 Forest Ave.
Richmond, VA 23229
www.thirdrva.org 

LEARN MORE ABOUT THIRD
Welcome to Third! We’re so glad you’re here. We’d love to get to know you and for you to 
learn more about our community. We have a couple opportunities for you to connect with us 
and help you find out more about Third.
• Sign up for emails: thirdrva.org/signup 
• Pick up Third Press: Our monthly newsletter can be found around the church. 
• Follow us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram: @thirdrva 
• Join us for our next Welcome Coffee: May 21, 9:45 a.m. in the Parlor. Start here to 

learn more about Third! 

SUNDAY MORNINGS AT THIRD
If you need help or have any questions at any point on a Sunday morning, look for 
individuals wearing carnations or yellow name badges. They’re here to help answer 
questions, find you seats, and guide you around our building.  


